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International Encouragement of Scientific Research 
into the Control off Cancerous Diseases 

The Director-General has the honour to bring to the attention of the Eoard 

the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 

fourteenth session on 20 November 1959 concerning international encouragement of 

scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases• 

The relevant excerpts of the reports of the Third Committee of the General 

Assembly and of the Fifth Committee are also presented in this connexion* 

I. "Resolution 1398 (XIV) ？ International encouragement of scientific 
research into the control of cancerous diseases 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that cancerous diseases are at present among the diseases 
must dangerous to mankind, 

Recognizing the general desire of all mankind to eliminate wide-spread 
cancerous diseases, 

Noting with approval the useful work carried out by the V/orld Health 
Organization^ the International Union against Cancer and national organizations 
for the control of cancerous diseases, 

Recognizing further that the national and international efforts so far 
undertaken for the control of cancerous diseases have not yielded sufficiently 
effective results. 

Wishing to encourage further scientific efforts in this field in all 
countries and international institutions, 
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1. Decides to institute suitable prizes of a total value of 
$ 100 000 - the prizes to be known as United Nations prizes - to be 
awarded for the most outstanding scientific research work in the 
causés and control of cancerous diseases, and requests the Secretary-
General to arrange for the awarding of the prizes during the next four 
years, on the recommendation of the World Health Organization, and to 
renew this award, periodically as long as it is considered neceRsary; 

2. Invites the World Health Organization to consider， in accordance 
with article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and the World 
Health Organization, what further steps may be taken to encourage efforts 
in the field of the control of cancerous diseases; 

Also invites the World Health Organization to seek the full 
support and scientific advice of the International Union against Cancer 
for this purpose; 

4. Requests the World Health Organization to inform the United 
Nations General Assembly as soon as possible of the progress achieved 
in the control of cancerous diseases 

II* Excerpts from the Report of the Third Committee
1 

4, The representative of the Byelorusslem SSR opened the debate by 
introducing the revised draft resolution submitted by his delegation 
(А/С.ЗД•772/Rev.1)• He stated that, despite the efforts of generations 
of scientists, the causes of cancerous diseases were still unknown and 
no effective methods of treatment had been found. In a large number 
of countries, they were second only to cardiovascular disease? as a 
cause of death. The mortality rates for those diseases had ri^en 
from 64 per 100 000 in 1900 to 147 per 100 000 in 1955• At the 
present time, approximately 5 million of the world

1

s inhabitants were 
suffering from cancerous diseases. Although cancer affected mainly 
the middle-aged and the elderly^ it was now appearing to an increasing 
degree among younger age groups. 

5# He referred to measures taken in the Soviet Union and the United 
States with regard to control of cancer and expressed his belief that 
joint efforts on the part of scientists from all countries were called 
for in the fight against cancer. 

в. The causes of cancer were still unknown. The virus theory had 
not been corroborated by the discovery of any causative viral agent in 
man# A most important means of shedding light on the causes of 
cancerous diseases was a study of their characteristics by countries 

1
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"and of the relationship between particular types of cancerous tumours 
and geographical, olimatlo, occupational and other factors. The 
lower mortality rate for cancer found in the under-developed countries 
could be explained in terms of incomplete assessment of causes of death 
by the inadequately developed medical and health services of those 
countries. One of the important tasks of the new science of medical 
geography would be to prepare maps showing the distribution of cancer 
throughout the world and to carry out regional studies• 

7
#
 The representative of the Byelorussian SSR commended the efforts 

of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Union 
against Cancer, but felt that it would be desirable that both 
organizations, in their long-range programmes, should intensify 
co-ordination of scientific research plans and should organize 
exchanges of information and experience through visits of outstanding 
medical cancer specialists, 

8. He did not believe that the expenditure of $ 100 000 every four 
years, as proposed in the draft resolution, would give rise to any 
dlfficT^Lties, While the greatest reward for any scientist responsible 
for advances in cancer research would be the gratitude and recognition 
of all mankind, the prizes provided for would represent a concrete 
manifestation of that recognition, 

9
#
 Ее knew that some delegations felt that the matter of cancer 

control was one which properly belonged to WHO. However, the problem 
was so urgent and important that only an organization with the authority 
of the United Nations could deal with it. 

11
#
 Many speakers congratulated the Byelorussian delegation on its 

humanitarian initiative. It was also pointed out that ouoh time and 
дюпеу was being wasted as a result of unsatisfactory co-ordination of 
the research undertaken in various countries• Canoer-сontrôl campaigns 
had already been organized in a number of countries. It was felt that 
every national action should be encouraged and supplemented by an 
international effort• 

12« Several speakers drew attention to the fact that WHO had been 
concerned with the question for many years, and that, in its work, 
it oo-operated with such specialized agencies as the Pood and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (PAO) and the United 
Nations Eduoational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and 
with various scientific organizations. It was recalled that a proposal 
had been adopted at the Eleventh World Health Assembly that an extensive 
examination be made of the role of WHO in medioal and health research^ 



•’The report which had followed contained, inter alia, certain 
recommendations for increasing the world research potential against 
cancer. Considerable contributions had been subsequently made to 
the special acoount for medical research in order to enable WHO to 
give additional impetus to the intensified research programme. 

Some delegations pointed out that WHO should be given the 
principal responsibility for action in the field referred to in the 
Byelorussian draft resolution, and that the International Union against 
Cancer could not be placed en an equal footing with it. It was also 
argued that the General Assembly should not, in the form of a resolution 
express its views on the subject of activities within the purview of a 
specialized agency, unless that agency had clearly failed in the 
performance of its tasks. The need for consultation and proper 
co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies 
was also stressed, 

14. Some speakers questioned the awarding of prizes as the best way 
to encourage the efforts of scientists. It was suggested that the 
money could be employed rather for the purchase of equipment or the 
provision of fellowships. Others felt, however, that the prizes 
would draw public attention to the work of the scientists and to the 
non-political activities of the United Nations• 

15. The representative of WHO reviewed the position of his Organization 
in the campaign against cancer. In its early days, WHO had confined 
its work on cancer mainly to the granting of fellowships for advanced 
study abroad and to the preparation of certain statistical studies. 
It had also recommended standard definitions, nomenclatures and 
classifications, and had promoted the adoption of common techniques 
of diagnosis and treatment. The assessment of the results of the 
different treatments of cancer - surgical, radiological and others -
had likewise received attention. This was followed by recommendations 
concerning the establishment of certain national laboratories as 
reference laboratories. He recalled that UNESCO had undertaken 
international programmes of research into physical, chemical and 
biological phenomena of cell growth. WHO co-operated actively also 
with the International Union against Cancer and the International 
Congress on Radiology, In March 1959 a special scientific group on 
cancer research, convened by the Director-Gerieral of WHO, had outlined 
certain areas where cancer research could be advanced by multinational 
or international action with WHO serving as the central point• The 
experts had suggested that co-ordinated studies should be made on all 
agents suspected of causing canoer« A research programme, based on 
the recommendations of twenty-one such groups convened by the Director-
General, had been approved by the Twelfth World Health Assembly. A 
sura of $ 5OO 000 had been added to the i960 regular budget for the 
programme and a special account had been established to enable WHO to 
accept voluntary contributions. 
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16. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that It was for 
the Third Committee to decide whether it wished to recommend the award 
of prizes to encourage scientific research into the control of cancerous 
diseases, or whether it preferred to refer the proposal now before it to 
W^O. The Secretary-General saw no objection to.establishing United 
Nations prizes for that purpose, provided that the responsibility of 
deoiding to whom they should be awarded was entrusted to WHO. The 
question of the financial implications would have to Ьэ dealt with by 
the Fifth Committee, which might prefer that the proposed amount of 
$ 100 000 be kept in a special account rather than be included in the 
regular budget of the United Nations. He added that the Fifth 
Committee might consider it an unusual procedure to make the funds for 
the prizes available to WHO, since that organization

1

s financial 
resources

#
 like those of the United Nations, were provided by-

contributions from Member States. 

The Third Committee made several amendments to the original text proposed 

by the Byelorussian delegation and recommended by 60 votes to none with 15 

abstentions the adoption of the resolution, as amended, by the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly, having made a slight verbal change, approved the 

resolution as set out in section I above by 68 votes to none with 13 abstentions• 

H I . Exoerpt from the Report of the Fifth Committee 

2. A note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/803) indicated: 

(a) that no expenditure would arise in I960; 

(b) that the Secretary-General proposed to submit suggestions 
for alternative methods of financing to the General Assembly at 
its next session; and 

(c) that the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions concurred in the approach outlined in the Secretary-
General

 1

 s note (A/C.5/803). 

The Fifth Committee decided to inform the General Assembly that the 
adoption of the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee 
(A/4279, para, 2^) would not give rise to expenditure in i960， and 
that the Secretary-General would present to the Assembly at its 
fifteenth session suggestions for alternative methods of financing 
the awards mentioned in operative paragraph 1 of the proposed text/

1 
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