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Status of the Plans for Headquarters Accommodation 

(Progress Report by the Directo卜General) 

The following is a progress report on the developments with regard to 

headquarters accommodation. 

1. Architectural coinpetiti^n 

By letter of 13 November (Annex A) the authorities of the Canton of Geneva 

officially informed the Director-General of the designation of the property whieh 

the Canton has decided to place at the disposal of the Organization for the 

erection of the headquarters building. The Director-General formally aGcepted
f 

by letter of 18 November (Annex B), the property as designated, As the Members 

•f the Board were informed by letter of 20 November, the architectural coispetitleci 

was opened on 14 November, and in accordance with the provisions of Articles 5 

and 8 of the Rules of the conçetition it will close on 14 April I960. 

2. Agreements with the Swiss Authorities 

2Д The Swiss Federal Assembly is considering at its current session the approval 

of the loan of SW.FR. 20 ООО 000 tward the cost of constructing the building and 

favourable opinions have been expressed by the relevant Coiranissions of both Houses^ 

The outcome of this consideration will be reported to the Board in an addendum to 

this document. The terms of an agree配nt between the Organization and the 

authorities of the Swiss Confederation regarding this с redit are under negotiation 

and will in due course be submitted to the Board for its approval. 

2
#
2 Likewise under consideration are the terms of the agreement between the 

Organization and the Canton regarding the building site and the Cantonal loan. 

There is no urgency regarding the approval of the texts of these agreements since 

the Organization will not need to take possession of the land for some months yet, 

nor will it require the credits offered by the Canton until those offered by the 
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3, Reimbursement by the United Nations 

By letter of 11 June (Annex C), and in accordance with the provisions of 

resolution EB24.R30, the Director-General brought to the attention of the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations resolution WHA12.12 and invited him to 

present this to the appropriate bodies of the United Nations for consideration. 

The matter of a suitable reimbursement to WHO was examined by the Advisory 

Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations in September and is the 

subject of comment in its report to the General Assembly, (See Annex D.) 

Should there be further developments prior to consideration of this item by the 

Board, these will be reported in an addendum, 

U. Future Programme 

厶.1 In view of the date of opening of the architectural conpetition, it will 

not be possible to adhere to the tentative time-table which had been envisaged 

in the report which the Director-General made to. the Board at its twenty-fourth 

session. Every effort will be made to convene the jury toward the end of April 

to judge the designs presented. The choice of the architect for the building 
• 

thus might possibly be accomplished before the end of the Assembly. 

Д
в
2 The receipt of the submissions from the architects will in ащ case permit 

a calculation by early May of the approximate cost of the projects presented and 

thus enable the Director-General to make the further report on this aspect of the 

matter which the Twelfth World Health Assembly requested Л 

4
#
3 It will be necessary following the judging of the coiTpetition to negotiate 

a contract with the architect chosen. The terms of this contract are to be 

approved by the Executive Board Л In view of the impossibility of determining at 

this date exactly when the text of this contract will be ready for approval, tha 

Board may wish to consider delegating the responsibility for approval of the terms 

of the contract to an ad hoc committee, again as authorized by WHA12
#
12

e 

1

 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 95, 23-2Д 
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4.Д The architect will require a period of several months to prepare detailed 

drawing.íallowing which it will be necessary to invite contractors to bid on 

the several elements of the total construction programme. Actual construction 

work m^y thr.s begin early in 1961 ̂ by which time it should have been possible for 

the authorities of the Canton to actually put at our disposal the terrain for the 

buildings 

4,5 The Director-General wishes to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 

continuing assistance given to hiin by the Federal and Cantonal authorities. 
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ANNEX A 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

Conseil d'Etat de la 
République et Canton 
de Genève Geneva, 13 November 1959 

Dr M, G. Candau 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Subject: Ground for the new building 

Sir, 

Now that the numerous discussions between your Organization and the State of 
Geneva have been conoluded^ we should like to state precisely the results achieved 

We hereby confirm what has already been cormnanicated to you, namely, that 
the State of Geneva is determined to place at your disposal the parcels of land 
necessary for constructing the new building and to contribute financially towards 
this undertaking, to the extent defined during the negotiations with your 
Organization and the Swiss Confederation, and аа set out in the letter dated 
23 April 1959 from the Department of Public Works. 

As concerns the ground, we are now able to let you knew our definitive 
position: 

The State of Geneva will place at your disposal the parcels of land bearing 
the name

 M

Ghautagnes" situated between the "Petit Morillon" and the "Crets du 
Grand-Saconnex", in that area which was indicated to your Sxecutive Board during 
its June 1959 session. The surface area is adequate and complies with your 
requireinents

#
 The State of Geneva is not yet the owner of these parcels of land; 

it will now endeavour to acquire them, if possible amicably. 

In the event of the negotiations not leading to an immediate purchase, the 
State is determined to proceed to expropriation for public purposes. 

We would again remind you that the law on expropriation applicable to Genava 
includes provisions on taking advance possession. It will thus be possible, In 
the event of the expropriation procedure being enacted, to hand over the parcels 
of land to you before completion of the said procedure and before determination of 
the definitive value of the ground by the experts. 

lours, etc. 

On behalf of the Council of State 

(signed) The chancellor (signed) The president 
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ANNEX В 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

18 November 1959 

Sir, 

工 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 13 November 1959, 
in xdiich you are good enough to inform me that the State of Geneva will place at 
the disposal of WHO the parcels of land bearing the name "Chautagnss"^ situated 
between the "Petit Morillon" and the "Crets du Grand Saconnex

,f

# 

The proposed parcels of land， which the State of Geneva intends to acquire 
either amicably or by expropriation, are actually situated witiin the area shown 
on the map which the WHO Executive Board considered in June 1959. In view of 
this, I am able to accept the formal offer which you have made to the World 
Health Organization, and would like to express our deep gratitude on its behalf 
as well as in iny own name. 

I have made without delay all necessary arrangements to open the international 
architectural competition, organized by WHO with the invaluable co-operation of 
the Department of Public V/orks, and^ in order to do so, I have prepared for the 
use of the competitors a brief description of the ？ r o u n d on the bases already 
comirainicated to the Services concerned of the said Department. Of course, a 
precise delimitation of the ground placed at our disposal is necessary and 工 
should be grateful if you could have this done as soon as possible. 

The offer you have made and which has been accepted by us necessarily implies 
that the Republic and Canton of Geneva will take the necessary measures to exenç>t 
the building to be erected from the building restrictions at present applying to 
the area concerned and that, moreover, all legislative or other measures will be 
taken to protect the proposed building from airy drawbacks or nuisance arising from 
neighbouring property• Such measures might consist in the creation of the 
servitudes of non aedificandi or non alt ins tollendi, and in the concession to Ш0 
of the right of pre-emption over, or priority rights to the use of, neighbouring 
land which may be expropriated or sold in the future• 

M. le Président du Conseil d^Stat 
de la République et G surto n de Genève 

rue de 1
1

Hotel-de-Ville 
Genève 
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Annex В 

Finally, all necessary services (water, gas, electricity, etc.), as well as 
roads and communications ensuring convenient and easy access, both to the future 
building-yard and to the building itself once completed, should be provided in 
due time by the competent cantonal services. I should be grateful if you would 
confirm that the Republic and Canton of Geneva fully agrees with me on these points. 

In conclusion,工 should like to express щ deep satisfaction at the happy 
issue of our fruitful and very cordial negotiations on this important question 
concerning the ground. 

工 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

M
#
 G.、Candau, M.D. 

Director-General 
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ANNEX С 

11 June 1959 

Sir, • 

工 have the honour to transmit herewith the resolutions adopted by the 
Twelfth World Health Assembly and the Executive Board of the World Health 
Organization at its twenty-fourth session on the subject of Headquarters 
accommodation. I forward these particularly in consequence of the provisions 
of paragraph 9 of the Assembly resolution and paragraph 5 of the Executive 
Board resolution, both dealing with the matter of a suitable reimburseirent to 
WHO for its investment in the Palais des Nations in consideration of releasing 
the space which WHO new occupies in the Palais• 

I attach also for your information a copy of the document which was 
presented to the Executive Board at its twenty-fourth session on this subject^ 
paragraph 6 of which deals specifically with the matter of the suitable 
reimbursement. 

I should appreciate it very rmich if you would bring this matter to the 
attention of the appropriate bodies of the United Nations for their 
consideration. I should further appreciate your keeping me informed of 
the developments, since I shall be expected to make a further report on this 
matter to the Executive Board at its twenty-fifth session. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

M
#
 G. Candau, M.D. 

Director-General 

Mr D
e
 Hammarskjold 

Secretary•General 
United Nations 
New York 
United States of America 

SNCLSs Document ЕВ2Д/21, resolution ША12Д2 annexed 
Resolution EB24.R30 
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ANNEX D 

EXCERPT FROM UNITED NATIONS DOCUMENT А/Д257 

Nineteenth report of the Advisory Coimnittee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions to the General Assembly at its fourteenth session~ 

"72. The Twelfth World Health Assembly approved a proposal for the construction 

of a separate headquarters building for WHO in Geneva, and accepted the generous 

offers of assistance of the Governments of the Swiss Confederation and of the 

Republic and Canton of Geneva, These offers cover, in addition to a site for 

the building, an interest-free loan totalling 20 million Swiss francs from the 

Government of the Swiss Confederation, as well as a loan of 10 million Swiss 

francs from the Republic and Canton of Geneva, the interest on which would be 

borne in equal shares by the Canton and the organization. The Twelfth World 

Health Assembly^ in approving the proposal, decided that plans and specifications 

together with more precise cost estimates, within a maximum limit of ф million 

Swiss francs (躲 9 , 3 0 2 , 3 2 6 ) should be placed before the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly, 

"73. The Health Assembly has also raised the question of a suitable reimburse-

ment to WHO by the United Nations for VJHO
r

s "investment in the Palais des Nations 

which includes a grant by the Swiss authorities intended to facilitate WHO
1

s 

accommodation in Geneva
11

 (resolution WHA 12Д2)_ The Advisory Coiranittee has 

given preliminary consideration to this question; however, consultations are 

under way between the S ее retaiy-Gene ral and the Director-General of WHO. It 

is expected that the Secretary-General will submit to the General Assembly in due 

course a detailed report on this subject. Accordingly, the Advisory Commit tee 

would defer its comments and re со niiiiexidations on this point •” 
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HEADQUARÏERS ACCOMMODATION 

Progress Report 访 the Dire et or-General 

Attached for the information of the Board is the text of a note from the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations to the General Assembly with regard to the 

matter of reimbursement to WHO, together with the further report on this subject 

by the Advisory Committee on Adjninistrative and Budgetary Questions• 

The Fifth Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations took note 

cf these two reports and requested the Secretary-General to present a further and 

fuller report to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session.
1

* 

1

 United Nations document А/Об, Chapter VIII, page 37 
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UNITED NATIONS Distr, 
GENERAL 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

A/C. 5/810 
November 1959 

ORIGINAL ï ENC-LISI： 

Fourteenth session 
Р1РШ CCMMITŒE 
Agenda item 

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR i960 

World Health Organization Headquarters Aeoommodation 

Note ty the Secretary-General 

1. The Secretary-General has been requested in a letter dated 11 June 1959 fï'om 

the Director-General of the World Health Organization to bring to the attention of 

the appropriate bodies of the United Nations for their consideration the resolutions 

on the subject of Headquarters accommodation adopted by the Twelfth World Health 

Assembly and by the Executive Board of the World Health Organization at its twenty-

fourth session. These resolutions'
1

" are brought to the General Assembly
1

 s attention 

In consequence of the provisions of paragraph 9 of the former and paragraph 5 of the 

latter, both dealing with the question of a suitable reimbursement to the World 

Health Organization by the United Nations for its investment in the Palais des Nations 

in consideration of releasing the space vflaich the World Health Organization now 

occupies In the Palais. The Director-General is expected to make a further report 

on this matter to the Executive Board at its twenty-fifth session scheduled for 

January i960, 

2« The preambles to. both the Assembly and the Executive Board resolutions note that 

the World Health Organization has made an investment in the Palais des Nations of 

Sw.ft, 4.^25 763 (US$ 1 029 252) Inclusive of the grant made by the Swiss authorities 

of Sw.fr. 5 ООО 000 (US$ 697 674) for the purpose of facilitating the World Health 

Organization*s accommodation in Geneva, The position of the representative of the 

59-29496 

1

 ША12.12 and EB24R.30, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th e d” . 

PP. З22-325 
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Secretary-General beforo the World Health Organization Assembly and Executive Board 

has been that the Secretary-General was not in a position to commit the United Nations 

in any way but that he was ready to co-operate in the search of solutions satisfactory 

to Member States of both the United Nations and the World Health Organization^ It 

should further be noted that the authorities of the Swiss Confederation and of the 

Republic and Canton of Geneva, subject to parliamentary approval, have offered to 

provide a building site for the new Headquarters and to assist in the financing by 

granting new loans to a total of Sw.fr. 50 ООО 000 (US$ 6 976 7斗斗）_ 

Under the Agreement of 15 February 1950, concerning the premises to be used as 

World Health Organization Headquarters In Geneva, the United Nations agreed to extend 

tbe Palais des Nations with funds provided by the World Health Organization, title to 

the Palais- thus extended ajid transformed, remaining vested in the United Nations* 

In consideration of the funds provided by the World Health Organization, the United 

Nations leased the premises to the World Health Organization for ninety-nine years at 

a rental of one Swiss franc
#
 The cost of utilities (e.g. gas, electricity^ heatings 

hot and cold water, telephone) and of conference and general services provided to the 

World Health Organization by the United Nations were to be proportionately borne by 

the World Health Organization, It was also agreed that repairs to the building were 

the responsibility of the United Nations except those minor repairs necessary to ensure 

normal use, the cost of which were chargeable to the World Health Organization. The 

World Health Organization、s option as against other organizations on additional 

available spaoe and the granting of the World Health Organization's request for 

further construction in the Palais were subjeot primarily to payment of cost thereof 

by the World Health Organization. The lease was subject to renewal on the World 

Health Organization^ option. 

Except for a nominal one Swiss franc annual rental, no other rental is chargeable 

to the World Health Organization fcy the United Nations for the ninety -nine -y ear lease. 

The lease was due however "in consideration of the funds to be paid l̂ y WHO to UN" 

to cover the cost of construction of the World Health Organization's offices in 

the Palais• 

5» The authorization to lease to the World Health Organization the premises located 

in the Palais, given to the Secretary-General by the General Assembly in resolution 

360 (IV) was based on the fact that the World Health Organization will have full 
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responsibility for the additional expenditures required to cover the total construction 

cost of the projected extension. Furthermore, the Preamble of the Agreement mentions 

resolution 360 (IV) and acknowledges the conditions required by the General Assembly 

that
 n

any extension or transformation of the Palais des Nations necessary to 

accomplish this purpose (the leasing to the World Health Organization of premises 

located in the Palais) is made try the United Nations at the expense of the World 

Health Organization"« 

6. Following receipt of the letter of 11 June 1959 from the Director-General of the 

World Health Organization, a report was made to the Advisory Committee on Adminis-

trative and Budgetary Questions at its summer session. At that time, the 

Secretary-General stated, inter alia) that to assist the General Assembly in its 

consideration of this question, a more complete statement setting forth the factual 

considerations involved, together with the consequences, budgetary and otherwise, 

which an eventual move Ъу the World Health Organization would entail for the United 

Nations^ would subsequently be prepared. 

7. In the meantime., however
/
 difficulties which have only very recently been 

resolved were encountered by the Swiss authorities in finding a suitable site that 

could be made available to the World Health Organization for its headquarters. In 

a letter dated 16 November 1959， however, the Secretary-General was advised by the 

Deputy Director-General of the World Health Organization as follows : 

"In Dr Candau
1

s absence I write to let you know that we have now received 
from the Conseil d'Etat of Geneva a formal notification of its decision to 
place at the disposal of Ш0 a certain building site near the Palais, which 
is within the area approved by our Executive Board. I hasten to give you 
this information in relation to the conversations which have recently taken 
plaoe between you and Dr Candau on this subject and the interest you have 
shown in this matter。" 

8. In these circumstances^ the Secretary-General doubts whether the General Assembly 

Is In a position to reach any conclusion at this session concerning
 11

 the question of 

a suitable reimbursement to the WHO by the United Nations" for its investment in the 

Palais, Accordingly he would propose that when all factors pertinent to the final 
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accommodation of WHO have matured sufficiently, the matter be further studied, in 

consultation as necessary with the Advisory Committee and a fuller report (or 

reports) be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session. 

9. Meanwhile, the Seo ratary-General desires to stress the fact that he fully 

shares the view already expressed Ъу the Dire сtor-General of WHO, that the question 

is essentially one to be decided on by the governments, members of WHO and of 

United. Nations respectively, and not one for negotiation between the heads of the 

organizations concerned. 
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Fourteenth session 
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR i960 

World Health Organization Headquarters accommodation 

Thirty-eighth report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions to the General Assembly at Its fourteenth session 

1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has considerod 

the note by the Secretary-General (A/C
#
5/8lO) drawing attention to the resolutions 

adopted by the Twelfth World Health Assembly and the Executive Beard of the World. 

Health Organization (WHO) at its twenty-fourth session on the subject of the 

construction of a headquarters building for WHO and related matters. Of particular 

Interest to the General Assembly are the provisions in these resolutions dealing 

with the question of "a suitable reimbursement to the World Health Organization üy 

the United Nations" for the WHO investment in the Palais des Nations in consideration 

cf releasing the space v/hich WHO now occupies in the Palais» 

2« It will be recalled in this regard that, pursuant to an agreement entered into 

in I95O between the United Nations and WHO, the latter provided Sw.fr. 4 425 763 for 

for the extension of the Palais, of which amount Sw.fr» ) ООО 000 represented a grant 

made by ttxe Swiss authorities for the purpose cf faoilitating Ш0
%

5 accommodation 

in Geneva• In consideration of the funds provided by WHO, the United Nations leased 

the new premises to WHO for ninety-nine years at a nominal annual rental of one 

Swiss franc讀 

The Advisory Committee gave preliminary consideration t: the matters in question 

in the course of its 1959 summer session, and again in conjunction with its 

examination of the i960 budget of WHO. In its report on the administrative budgets 

59-29823 
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of the specialized agencies for i960 (A/4257^ para. the Committee noted that 

consultations were still in progress between the Secretary-General and the 

Dire с tor ̂ General of WHO, and deferred its comments and recommendations pending the 

submission to the General Assembly in due course of a detailed report on the subject 

by the Secretary-General. Earlier^ during its session at Geneva in April 1959, 

the Committee had the opportunity of discussing with the Director-General of WHO 

various aspects of the proposed move of WHO to new premises^ with special emphasis 

on the question of common services• 

Ьш The details of the arrangements under which WHO has occupied space in the 

Palais des Nations are set out in some detail in the Secretary-General
1

 s note 

(paras 5-5)- The arrangements in question are such that the question of a reimburse-

ment to 1JH0 by the United Nations needs careful study in terms largely of practical 

considerations, In as much as the two organizations have, in the main, a common 

membership• 

5, It appears from the Secretary-General's note that the progress of the new 

headquarters plan had been delayed by difficulties encountered by the Swiss 

authorities in finding a suitable site. This problem has now been resolved and 

the Conseil d'Etat of Geneva formally notified WHO on 16 November of its decision 

to place at the disposal of that organization a building site in the immediate 

vicinity of the Palais des Nations. 

6, The Advisory Committee shares the Secretary-General
1

 s doubts whether, in the 

above circumstances, the General Assembly is in a position to reach any conclusion 

at its present session concerning the question of any reimbursement to WHO for its ' 

investment in the Palais• The Committee accordingly concurs in the proposal of 

the Secretary-General that the matter should be further studied when all factors 

pertinent to the final accommodation of WHO have matured sufficiently^ in consultation 

as necessary, with the Advisory Committee, and that a fuller report (or reports) 

should be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session. 
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HEADQUARTERS ACCüíMWATION 

Report by the Direсtor-General 

The Director-General has the honour to submit to the Executive Board the 

contents of a telegram dated 18 December 1959 from the Political Department in 

Berne, the text of which is given below: 

工 have pleasure in informing you that the Swiss Parliament^ approving 
unanimously message from Federal Council

 ;
 passed today decree author i eixag 

Government to grant a loan to НЮ of 20 million Swiss francs^ 
interest and repayable in twenty annuities, for financing the 
of Geneva building

 11

 • 

free of 
construction 


