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WHO/ÜNICEF JGINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICY
TERMS OF REFERENCE
Preliminary Report by the Director-General
1.

Pursuant to resolution EB23.R11, the Director-General has the honour to submit

this preliminary report on the developments delating to the proposed revision of
the t)rms of reference of the WHO/ÜNICEF Joint Committee on Health Policy.
2.

In this connexion it would be profitable, perhaps, to trace thé background of

this Committee, to review the developments that led to its establishment, its
initial terms of reference and the events that have led to the need for a revision
of these terms of reference.
The First World Health Assembly considering the principles involved in the
conduct of international health projects and findins that the health projects of
UNICEF fell within the competence of the World Health Organization, declared that
the World Health Organization was ready and willing to handle these projects and
recommended that their implementation be regulated by a Comraittee on Health Policy
composed of representatives of the two Organizations.
4.

This resolution was referred to the UNICEF Executive Board which, after

considering it, agreed to the establishment of such a Committee and in appointing
delegates to serve on the Joint Committee on Health Policy proposed by WHO, accepted
the principle that the implementation of all such medical programmes and projects be
in accordanee with expert advice given by the World Health Organization.

It looked

to the Joint Committee of the two organizations to work out the detailed application
2

of these and relevant principles.

3
The ШО/ÜNICEP Joint Committee on Health Policy at its first session, having

5.

noted the resolution of the (First) World Health Assembly on the United Nations
International Children's Emergency Fuhü1 and the resolution of the Exeeutive Board
1
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Resolution contained in document E/901, 30 July 1958, pp. 21-22
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of UNICEF, 22 July 19斗8, on Relations with WHO

decided that:

(1) these two documents are compatible;
(2) the word "regulate" in paragraph (2) of the World Health Assemblyresolution implies that this Committee shall act as the advisory medical body
on the understanding that its advice will be followed by UNICEF in accordance
with its general policy;
�

the medical programmes undertaken by the Fund will proceed only cm the

recommendation of this Committee, in order to guarantee that all medical
activities shall be carried out in accordance with the international authority
in this field;
(4) the advice to be given under "Medical recommendations", paragraph (d) of
the UNICEF resolution, would include advice on public health, medical and
sanitary administration;
(5) These two resolutions, as interpreted above, form a satisfactory basis
for the work of the Joint Committee on Health Policy of UNICEP/WHO.
6.

The WHO/tJNICEP Joint Committee on Health Policy has held eleven sessions.

During this time the shift in emphasis in the joint work of the two Organizations
has led to an increasing need for a review of the functions of the Committee•
7#

At the eleventh session of the WHG/ÜNICEP Joint Committee on Health Policy

held at the Headquarters of the World Health Organization on 22 October 1958, a
question was raised concerning the purpose of the JCHP meetings.

Some members

expressed the wish that the Committee might be more concerned with general lines of
programming.

After discussion it was recommended that the terms of reference of

the Joint Committee on Health Policy be re-examined, in the first instance, as
between the two administrations.
8.

The Executive Board at its twenty-third session having considered the report
2

of the WHO/UMCEP Joint Committee on Health Policy on its eleventh session

held in

Geneva in October 1958, noted the report and requested the Director-General to take
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into account the discussions which took place at that session of the Board, to
study the terms of reference and procedure of the Committee in collaboration with
the Executive Director of UNICEF, and to report to the Board at its twenty-fourth
session.
9.

The two administrations have held consultations, on the basis of which they

have agreed to propose for the consideration of the WHO/UNICEF Joint Committee on
Health Policy the following provisional revision of the terms of reference of
the Committees

(1) to review from time to time the overall needs of mothers and children
in the health field and to recommend to the UNICEF Executive Board the types
of health programmes having as their objectives the improvement of the health
of mothers and children which could appropriately receive ЦЖСЕ? support;
(2) to receive and review progress and assessment reports on different types
of jointly-assisted health activities and to recommend to the UNICEF Executive
Board any reorientation of health activities that may be necessary;
(3)

to consider any other matters of joint interest to WHO and UNICEF which

the Executive Board or the Secretariat of the two organisations may refer to
this Committee;
(4)

10.

to report to UNICE? and WHO Executive Boards on the foregoing matters.

These provisional terms of reference will be put before the next session of

the Joint Committee on Health Policy for its consideration.

They are also to be

submitted by the Executive Director of UNICEF to the Executive Board of UNICEF at
its next session in September 1959»

