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1, REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1960: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL:
Item 2,2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 105) (continued).

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1962:
Item 2.3 of the Agenda (Official Record "?-7,. iOla. and 107; Documents
A14/P&B/7 Rev.l, and L114 /P&B /18) (continued)

'Eastern Mediterranean Region (continued)

Dr EL -BORAI (Kuwait), continuing his statement from the previous meeting,

said that with regard to malaria a provisional insect survey had been carried

out a few years before and no anopheline mosquitos had been found. A few

Anopheles pulcherrimus adults had been collected in the Kuwait Oil Company

area but that species appeared to play no part in the transmission of malaria.

Anopheles pretoriensis had also been collected in that area but was not

considered a dangerous species. Malaria transmission in Kuwait was apparently

unknown and cases which had hitherto occurred had been traced to infection

outside the State borders.

He then referred to the geographical and prevailing wind conditions in

his country, since there appeared to be a general impression that mosquitos

were more prevalent after a period of prevailing north wind; it was possible

that Kuwait was invaded periodically by vector Anopheles from the north shores

of the Bay of Kuwait. The risk of fresh cases of malaria arising therefrom

would be slight, however, in the absence of a gametocyte reservoir. Conditions

favourable for malaria transmission might be created through the importation

of foreign labourers, most of whom were drawn from districts in which malaria

was endemic.
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Since further information was necessary concerning the marshes of the

north shores of the Bay, he suggested that three or four spaced visits be

paid to the district by a trained team of mosqui'50- larva collectors during

the period June - October, to furnish information for a more precise

assessment of the potential malaria risk in Kuwait.

In conclusion, he expressed the cordial thanks of his delegation to the

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and its Director for the

visits of experts and their tact and advice.

Dr;PANOS.(Cyprus) joined in the thanks expressed to the Regional

Director and his staff for the understanding and prompt attention which had

been paid to their public health problems. He hoped that such co- operation

and understanding would continue in the future.

Dr RAHMAN (Pakistan) also expressed the gratitude of his .delegation -for

the help received frOM the Regional Office and visiting experts in. 1960 and

Ilk
the assistance planned for 1961 and 1962, and mentioned in particular the

sympathy the Regional. Director had shown towards the health problems of

Pakistan.

Dr ZkBARA (Yemen) expressed the gratitude of his delegation for the keen

interest shown by the Regional Director in the health problems of his country

and the work done by visiting experts. Considerable progress was .being made,

a number of scholarships had been granted to Yemen students for study abroad,

And valuable assistance had been received ln ca. r _oa, with equipment and
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drugs. The guidance of WHO was indispensable to his country.. He referred to

the usefulness of the malaria eradication programme, and the future establish-

ment of tuberculosis control centres and mobile units, and hoped that there

would be an expansion of educational facilities in future.

Dr EL TAHER (Saudi Arabia) referred to the shortage of personnel and

the valuable assistance of the WHO in the creation of a national university

and the installation of a sanitary institute in 1959. It was hoped that as a

result health workers would be available within a few years. He thanked the

Regional Director for the visit he had paid to Saudi Arabia and expressed

appreciation of his sympathy with the problems of the Region.

Dr QUAN!A (Ethiopia)said that as a result of the invaluable help of the

Regional Office one -third of the physicians working in his country had been

holders of WHO fellowships. He referred to the shortage of nurse tutors and

to the comments made by the delegates of Iraq and the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland, and said that he would be grateful if the

Regional Director would bear in mind that shortage and the social and economic

difficulties of his country.

Dr WAKIL (Lebanon) thanked the Regional Director for his understanding

and the efficient manner in which he had implemented the health programme for

the Lebanon. He referred to the malaria eradication and anti -tuberculosis

programmes which had been most successful and to the training and education of

physicians and auxiliary personnel to which the Regional Director rightly

attached great importance..
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Dr EL BISHTI (Libya) expressed the thanks of his Government for the

work carried out by the Regional Director and his staff. Much progress had

been made in public health through the - assistance of WHO and UNICEF. In

connexion with the visit in 1960 of the WHO regional smallpox survey team,

he said that the WHO programme although desirable was not immediately

practicable because of the shortage of personnel, the priority of other

programmes such as tuberculosis and trachoma and the fact that Libya had been

entirely free from smallpox for a number of years. Efforts had been concen-

trated on the systematic vaccination programme in the whole country and the

dried smallpox vaccine would be most useful. He appreciated WHOts work on the

health hazards arising from radiation and requested assistance in the

formulation of measures of control and protection against the dangers of

nuclear explosions.

Dr TABA, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, thanked those

speakers who had expressed appreciation of the Regional Office for the

Eastern Mediterranean, on behalf of the staff both at the office and in the

field. All the points raised in the course of the discussion had been noted

and would be borne in mind in the execution and planning of the work in the

Region.

Western Pacific Region

Dr FANG, Regional Director for the Western. Pacific, said that encouraging

progress had been made in the strengthening of national health administrations,

and the need for better co- ordination and careful planning had received
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increased recognition. Although there was still a tendency in some countries

to maintain specialized services, governments were becoming more aware of the

'
importance of planning integration from the start of programme, especially in the

field of rural health services. The development of such services had continued.

Relatively speaking some of them were still in the early stages but there was

every indication that rapid expansion would take place in the coming years and

that WHO and UNICEF assistance would be increasingly sought. The implementation

of long -range plans for the development of comprehensive rural health services

with maternal and child health as an integral component was also worthy of note.

The education and training of national health personnel of all categories

remained a need of fundamental importance. In addition to the award of fellow-

ships, assistance had been given in the strengthening of medical schools, in

particular in Cambodia, Fiji, the Philippines, Malaya, Singapore, China and Korea.

Experience had shown that training within the Region was more economical than

elsewhere and permitted a greater number of fellowships to be granted with the

funds available. It was also often more useful to the fellows concerned, as it

was carried out in an environment with similar conditions and problems.

In the field of nursing the yearts work had been encouraging. The need for

increasing the numbers of nursing personnel and improving the quality of nursing

services was becoming more generally recognized. It was also gratifying to note

that nurses in every country were becoming more aware of their responsibilities

and of the contributions they could make to improve the health and welfare of

their people.
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With the appointment of a regional adviser in nutrition it had been

possible to give more technical advice in that field. Assistance to

governments in combating communicable diseases continued to receive priority.

The year had seen the intensification of antimalaria activities throughout

the Region. The concept of eradication was now accepted by most governments,

but there were still some countries and territories which had not yet

completéd their plans for eradication. The results of the mass yaws

campaigns and subsequent surveys had been most satisfactory, but the conti-

nuation of follow -up activities in some of the areas in which it had not

been possible so far to develop a fully effective rural health service

remained a problem. There had been an increase in the number of countries

planning to undertake public health programmes for tuberculosis control or

to expand their existing programmes. Smallpox continued to decline in the

endemic countries and eradication campaigns were being vigorously pursued by

the Governments of Cambodia, Korea and Viet Nam.

Close co-operation had been maintained with the United Nations and other

specialized agencies, in particular UNICEF, which had assisted many projects

in the Region with supplies and equipment. There had been increased joint

planning with other agencies working in the field of health and a closer

relationship had developed with the South Pacific Commission. 11 project

assisted by one agency, lending itself to gradual expansion by additional

elements pertaining to the competence of other agencies, was exemplified in

the Region by the bilharziasis control pilot project in the Philippines,
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which had begun as a health project with WHO assistance. Because some of the

control measures had agricultural implications, FAO assistance had been

requested and UNICEF aid had now been asked to equip the national advisory

teams which would assist the local health services. It was not only a

health project but one with direct social and economic implications, where

success would mean an improvement in living standards.

Despite the many problems and difficulties still faced by countries in

the Western Pacific Region, progress had been encouraging. If the available

health resources were carefully assessed, short and long -term proposals for

health activities formulated, and priorities realistically determined, even

greater progress could be made in the years ahead.

With regard to the programme and budget, there was a slight decrease

for the Region over that of 1961. The estimated expenditure under the

Malaria Eradication Special Account had been reduced by 22.02 %; that under

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance had been reduced by 3.12 %.

An increase of $ 122 999 was proposed for the regular programme; $ 5966

r 4.8% of that sum was proposed for the increase in the Regional Office

budget, and the remaining $ 117 033 or 95.2% for field activities.

The programme had been developed to meet three great needs of the

Regions the control of communicable diseases, the strengthening of

national health administrations, and the training of personnel. In

accordance with the wish of the Regional Committee, provision had been
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made for educational projects benefiting more than one country. They

included a study. conference :on.maternal and child nutrition and seminars

on nursing education, Japanese E. encephalitis and other arthropod-

borne encephalitis, vital and health statistics and smallpox, the latter

in an effort to ensure that the resolutions of the Executive Board and the

Health Assembl: on smallpox eradication-were implemented as effectively as

possible. The general priorities established at previous sessions of the Regional

Conritteo had boon followed in the preparation of the Programme, reflecting the

wishes of both Member governments and the Regional Committees.

Dr RODRIGLEZ (Philippines) expressed his appreciation of the excellent

work carried out by the Regional Director and his staff. He referred to

the efficient way in which the projects had been carried out, and stressed

the importance of epidemiological studies on chronic contagious diseases

such as schistosomiasis and leprosy being undertaken. .

In conclusion he congratulated the Regional Director on his extremely.

able presentation of the accomplishments and problems ofthe Region.

Dr DOWI(ES (fustralia) referred to the stress laid upon education and

training by the Regional Director and said that his country had been proud

to associate itself with WHO in that connexion. He gave an account of the

assistance his country had given and commended the Regional Director on

his excellent work.
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Dr BERNARD (France) thanked the Regional Office and its Director for the

efficient and friendly collaboration it had extended to the authorities of

territories of the French Republic in the Western Pacific Region. The campaign

against yaws had brought about a notable decrease in the incidence of the

disease. He had noted a reference to trials of medicated salt by Pinotti's

method in Batambang Province, Cambodia, and requested information as to the

preparation of the salt.

Dr DIN BIN AHMAD (Federation of Malaya) also congratulated the Director-

General and the Regional Director on the report and the interest shown in the

problems of Malaya, which was most appreciated. He agreed with the stress

upon training all categories of health personnel and said that much importance

had been placed upon such training, particularly in rural areas, in the second

five -year plan beginning in.1961 in his country. Experience had shown that

a considerable reduction in the infant mortality rate resulted from careful

health planning. For that reason there had been an unprecedented increase in

the number of trainees, hospital improvements and additions were planned and

particular stress laid upon leprosy, mental, dental and pharmaceutical services

and it was planned to open a new medical school in 1962 or 1963 at the latest.

His Government was confident that WHO would assist in that venture and was

most grateful for all the help received in the past both from other countries

and from WHO.
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No mention had been made in the report of filariasis, and he drew attention

to the desirability and importance of studies on the subject.

Dr YUN (Republic of Korea) congratulated the Director -General and the

Regional Director on the comprehensive report on the Western Pacific Region and

expressed his satisfaction with the work accomplished by WHO in Korea during

1960. The help received in malaria control and the provision of fellowships

was particularly appreciated and he had noted with satisfaction that smallpox

had almost been eradicated. With regard to the needs of his country, for

which continuance of WHO support was required, an evaluation of the overall

public health programme was being planned taking into account the survey made

by the WHO and UNKRA Health Mission previously. Furthermore, his Government

was carrying out projects in disease control, environmental sanitation, health

centres and training grog :mimes. All of Korea's available resources,

financial and in personnel, were being used to implement those programmes,

which would be greatly strengthened by the assistance of IDA of WHO. Other

needs were in connexion with the setting up of a vital and health statistics

department, a public health laboratory and industrial health programmes, all

of which had received so far little or no outside aid. He mentioned those needs

since, having noted the trends and policy of WHO, he doped that some assistance

might be granted to his Government.
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He had been very pleased to learn that Dr Fang had been reappointed for

a further period of five years as Director of the Region and extended to him

hearty congratulations and the promise of full co- operation in all their joint

endeavours.

Dr YEN (China) also expressed appreciation of the work in the Western

Pacific Region and thanked the Regional Director and his colleagues for their .

successful implementation of WHO projects. He had noted with satisfaction the

progress made during 1960, particularly in malaria eradication, tuberculosis

control and the expansion of maternal and child health service a. Much,improve-

ment in sanitation was also noticeable. It was encouraging that there was a

trend to co- ordination and integration in preventive and curative medical

services in many countries. Many health problems remained, however, in

particular the shortage of national health personnel to assume the responsibility

of implementing health projects in the various countries.

For the health programmes in China, particularly malaria eradication,

trachoma control, tuberculosis control, maternal and child health services and

others, in addition to the help received from WHO substantial assistance had

been received from ICA and UNICEF, for which his country was most grateful.

In 1960 China had co- operated fully with WHO in the international health programme

and had received a number of WHO and ICA fellows from various countries for field
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studies and observation of public health activities in China. He assured

delegates, on behalf of his Government, that such study visits would continue

to be welcomed.

Dr FANG, Regional Director for the Western Pacific Region, expressed his

appreciation of the suggestions made by the delegates of the Philippines and

Malaya, which would be taken into consideration in future planning.

In reply to the question from the delegate of France regarding the

composition of the medicated salt, he said there were only two projects where

it had been used. Ordinarily chloroquine was used but in exceptional cases

pyrimethamine was added. He thanked delegates of countries in his Region for

their co- operation, understanding and courtesy, and especially those who,

while not receiving aid, had co- operated generously, in particular Australia,

New Zealand and Japan. The Government of China had also been most co- operative

in receiving follows from the Region. He expressed the hope that that

co- operation would continue in the future.

Dr TURB OTT (New Zealand) suggested that in future consideration of the

annual report of the Director -Gencral, the introductory remarks of the Regional

Directors should be circulated to delegates in writing to save time at the

meeting. He also suggested that the various regions be considered in such a

way that each year a different region was examined first so that the last
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regions to be considered, when time was short, were not the same at each

Assembly.

It was agreed that the suggestions of the delegate of New Zealand

would be discussed- 'when consideration of the Director -General's report and

the proposed regular programme and budget estimates had been completed.

It was also agreed to defer consideration of chapter 20 of the Director-

-General's is Report until agenda items 2.10 and 2,11 cams before the Committee.

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development

Dr KA.UL (Assistant.Director- General) Secretary, introduced the chapter

and invited questions.

There were no ' comments.,

Dr KAUL read to the Committee a draft resolution in the-following terms:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Having reviewed the Report of the Director-General on the, work
during 1960,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the manner in which the programme was
planned and carried out in 1960 in accordance with the established
policies of the Organization; and

2. COMMENDS the Director -General for the, work accomplished.

Decision: Thé draft resolutióíi was approved

2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1962: Item
2.3'of the Agenda (Official A14/P00_Records Nos. 104 and 107; Documents A14 /P
Rev,l and 11.7.4 /P &B/l continued

Programme Activities

There were no comments on sections 4.1 to 4.5.
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Section 4,6 - Communicable Diseases.

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy), referring to sub -section 46,3 - Veterinary

Public Health - said that the work under that head. had both a medical and a

veterinary aspect, which entailed the collaboration of both types of personnel.

Clearly for work on brucellosis, rabies, leptospirosis and the zoonoses genera13,7

public health veterinarians had an important part to plsy, but he was surpri ed

that the personnel did not include a medical officer.

In reply Dr KAUT.0, Secretary, said that the title of the section although

the best that they had been able to find) was not entirely suitable. The point

raised by the delegate of Italy was covered by the fact that full co- operation

existed between the veterinary public health service and other units in the

Division of Communicable Diseases.

Dr T,F , (United States of Arr.,evica) associated himself with the view expressed

by the delegate of Italy; the title of sub-section 46.3 was indeed unsuitable.

He suggested that it might be amended t- "Comparative medicine in veterinary

public health ".

. The CHAIRMAN said that due note had been -taken of the amendment proposed

by the delegate of the United States cf America.

Section 4.7 - Public Health Services

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy), speaking on sub -section 4ó7a5 - Health Sdueation

of the Public - thanked the Director -General very warmly on behalf of the

International Union for Health Education of the Public for the support he had
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always given them.. He referred to the international conference on health and

health education of the public to be held in Philadelphia, United States of

America, in 1962, sponsored jointly by the International Union for Health

Education of the Public and WHO, and expressed his gratitude, as Chairman of the

Union, for WHO assistance in the organization of the Conference.

The CHAIRMAN said that all realized the importance of health education,

especially in the lesser developed countries. The observations made by the

delegate of Italy had been noted.

Dr El BITASH (United Arab Republic) referred to sub -section 46766 - Maternal

and Child Health - and wondered whether the provision of one consultant for the

study of diarrhoeal diseases of infancy and early childhood would be adequate,

as such diseases presented a very big problem in many countries,

Dr KAUL, Secretary, said that there was already a team working on maternal

and child health and the consultant would carry out his studies in association

with that team.

Section 4.8 - Health Protection and Promotion

Dr BRAVO (Chile) referred to sub -section 4.8.1 - Social and Occupational

Health - and suggested that caution should be exercised with regard to the WHO

participation in the activities of the International Occupational Safety and

Health Information Centre, since he had reason to doubt the chances of success

of the Centre.
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Dr QUAN Á1A (Ethiopia) also referred to sub -section 1.8.1 and in particular

to medical rehabilitation of the physically handicapped. He wondered whether

the evaluation of physical impairment of a disabled person was included in the

functions and responsibilities mentioned and suggested that if not such

evaluation should be included.

Dr KAUL, Secretary, referred to the comments by the delegate of Chile and

said that when the subject had been discussed at an earlier meeting of the CnrTaittEA)

he had furnished information on the International Centre being set up in Geneva by

ILO and the co- operation which the WHO was committed to provide. The functions and

responsibilities of the Centre were fully recognized and the caution which the

delegate of Chile had advised would be borne in mind.

With regard to the suggestion by the delegate of Ethiopia, the programme

on physical rehabilitation was handled by the unit in a most comprehensive manner

and he had no doubt that all aspects and problems were taken fully into account,

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) noted that it was proposed to convene in 1962

an expert committee to discuss the recent achievements of exfoliative cytology.

The committee would recall that one of the projects in the European Region was

a study on exfoliative cytology in the public health control of cancer. Would

it not be possible to avoid such duplication?

Dr KAUL said that the objectives of the two projects were different. The

provision in the European Region was only for a review of current information,

whereas the expert committee would be required to make recommendations for

future policies. However, Professor Canaperiats observation had been noted.
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Dr TOTTIE (Sweden), referring to paragraph 163 on page 54 of Official

Records No. 107, said it appeared to him that the study on exfoliative cytology

in the European Region had been deleted from the budget.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL pointed out that the paragraph referred to by the

delegate of Sweden contained only a recommendation of the Executive Board which,

as members would recall, had not been endorsed by the Committee.

There were no comments on sections 4.9 to 14.14.

Expert Committees

There were no comments.

Inter- regional and Other Activities

Dr LISITSIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that at the tenth

session of the Regional Committee for Europe the representative of the USSR had

opposed the inclusion in the Regional Programme of Project Inter- regional 115,

"Conference on Medicine and Health Aspects Related to Environmental Factors in

the Arctic ", because neither his Government nor any other government with interests

in the Arctic regions had shown any desire for it. The matter had come up again

at the twenty-sixth session of the Executive Board, at which one Member of the

Board had made the same point. His delegation could still see no reason why

the project should not be deleted, since no government seemed to have requested it.
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The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that to include a project among "Inter- regional

and Other Activities" he did not need a specific request from any government;

on the contrary, he had both the right and the duty to include any activities

that he thought would be useful. The statement he had made on the matter at the

twenty -sixth session of the Executive Board was referred to in paragraph 200 on

page 58 of Official Records No. 107.

WHO was interested in the problems of tropical areas, and he saw no reason

why it should not also have some concern with the problems of cold environments,

just as it had been concerned with health problems in high altitudes. The

Arctic and Antarctic areas were now being opened up by many countries, and the

technical and scientific problems covered the fields of biology, medicine and

public health. That involved epidemiology, nutrition, the physiology of

adaptation to cold environments, entomology and insect control, environmP n+ -'

sanitation and the social and cultural aspects of human life in such environments.

He felt it was high time that WHO took an interest in those problems.

In any case, he wished it to be clearly understood that in including the

project he had had no other motive than technical interest.

Dr LISITSIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that if the project

concerned the Antarctic as well as the Arctic regions its scientific interest

could not be denied. However, he would like to know which was the governmcri;,

which had "intimated" its interest. For while it might be true, as the Director -

General had said, that he did not need to wait for a request before including a

project under "Inter- regional and Other Activities ", WHO had many important

problems to deal with that were of concern to far more than one government.

He wished to know exactly in what respect the Executive Board had modified

the original project and what its objectives now were.
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Executive Board had not modified the

project, which remained exactly as he had originally presented it. The question

which government was interested in the project was beside the point: it was because

he himself believed it would be useful that he had included it in his proposed

programme, and it was now for the Health assembly to accept or reject it.

Dr LISITSIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) regretted that he was still

not entirely satisfied. He realized that the Director -General could propose any

project that seemed to him useful, but it was precisely the usefulness of the

project that was in doubt. WHO's resources were already inadequate for dealing

with the many urgent health problems in which governments had shown an active

interest, without taking up matters that concerned only very small numbers of

people and in which governments seemed to be only marginally interested, if at all.

He therefore proposed that the project be deleted.

The CHAIRMEN put to the vote the proposal to delete from the programme and

budget estimates for 1962 project Inter -regional 115.

Decision: The proposal was rejected by 19 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions.

Malaria Eradication (Annex 3 of Official Records No. 104)

There were no comments.

Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion (Annex 4 of Official Records No. 104)

There were no comments.
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The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that Annexes 5 and 6 of Official Records

No. l04 were included only for information purposes.

The meeting rose at 6.45 p.m.


