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1. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1960: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR~GEÏŒRAL: 
Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 105) (continued) 

Chapter 4. Public Health Services (continued) 

Dr KAUL (Assistant Director-General), Secretary, gave the following 

information which had been requested in the course of discussion at the 

previous meeting, 

(a) With regard to the course on medical services administration which 

had been organized at Edinburgh University and which had given extremely 

satisfactory results to date, WHO was grateful to the United Kingdom for the 

information given on the course. A similar course In French would be held, 

beginning in October 1961, at Brussels University. Ten students could be 

accepted for the course, which would prepare them for a university diploma. 

Information on the subject had already been circulated and participants 

invited. 

(b) The delegate of the Netherlands had raised the question of the 

establishment of community health reference centres for research purposes, in 

accordance with the recommendations of the Expert Committee on Public Health 

Administration (Planning of public health services) and the Scientific Group 

on Research in Public Health Practice, The Director-General had decided, in 

view of the importance of public health research, that those recommendations 

should be implemented forthwith and was therefore in the process of planning 

the establishment of community health reference centres. 
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(c) Note.had been taken of the various .proposals made concerning 

studies on infant mortality; those proposals would be most helpful in 

drawing up future programmes. However, it had long been recognized that 

infant mortality was a fair index of the health and living conditions of a 

community and it was doubtful whether such studies would bring to light any 

unknown factors. The subject was very complex and had already been 

considered in part in connexion with the comprehensive studies on 

diarrhoeal diseases and maternal and child health. 

(d) It had been suggested that information should be collected by WHO 

on the cost of medical care in different countries and on the amounts 

allocated in national budgets for public health, as well as related- data. 

The collection of such data was already in hand for the report being 

prepared in collaboration with the United Nations on the world social 

situation, and also for the second report on the world health situation, to 

be presented to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly in 1962; the latter 

would contain full information on the subject to the•extent that it was 

provided by national health authorities. 

(e) Concerning the organization of health laboratory services, the 

integrated approach adopted had been queried. Advice had been given to newly 

developing countries on organizing their hospital and public health 

laboratory services, and the Organization was attempting to evolve certain 

principles which would be applicable in certain conditions, and could be 

adjusted to local needs and problems. An. integrated approach had proved 

more suitable from the financial, technical and man-power points of view. 
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In support of his explanation, he quoted the recommendations of the expert 
t 

committee which in 1956 had studied the role of hospitals in programmes of 

community health protection (Technical Report Series No. 122) and of the 
i 

expert committee which had discussed hospital laboratory services in 1958 

(Technical Report Series Ko. 161). No change was required in services 

already in existence and giving satisfaction! the principles to which he 

referred were applicable only in the organization of new services, whereJ no 

satisfactory arrangements alreadjr existed. 

(f) Reference had been made, especially by delegations from the 

Americas, to difficulties in purchasing drugs and equipment, in arrangement 

already existed whereby the Organization could assist Member States in that 

connexion both through headquarters and the regional offices, and it would 

be glad to assist any Member State which so requested. 

Chapter 5. Health Protection and Promotion 

The CHAIRMAN opened discussion on Chapter 5 of the Annual Report and 

closed, the list of speakers on that chapter. 

Dr GODBER (United' Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 

speaking on the section on mental health, réferred to the difficulties 

experienced in the United Kingdom in the recruitment of trained psychiatrists, 

and the problems that would doubtless arise in the near future as a result 

of the shortage of trained staff. He also mentioned the decrease in the 

number of hospital beds required since 1955 in his country owing to the 

reduction in the number of long-stay patients. Half the number of hospital 
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beds or even less might be required later, and it was essential that planning 

for the coming ten to fifteen years should take into account the change in 

requirements. Other countries xirere doubtless experiencing similar difficulty 

in defining future requirements, and to prevent wastage of building and other 

resources it might be advisable for an exchange of views and experience to take 

place on the' subject. 

Dr FRANDSEN (Denmark) said that the work done on health protection and 

promotion was most satisfactory. In connexion with food additives, he felt that 

the report did not reflect what had been done. The use of food additives was 

becoming increasingly widespread and he would be grateful for additional 

information on the subject, particularly with regard to the collection and 

dissemination of information,. . 

Dr DAELEN (Federal Republic of Germany) said that her country was particularly 

interested in research work on mental health; some of the reports of the expert 

committee on that subject, had already been translated into German, published 

and circulated among the medical profession specializing in mental health; and 

others would follow in due course. New! methods were being introduced for 

prevention of mental illness and. after-care of the mentally deficient. A 

comprehensive survey had been made in I960' cove ring preventive, curative and 

rehabilitation arrangements, and it was hoped that the information it contained 

would make a worthwhile contribution to the World Mental Health Year; the report 

concerned would be submitted to the meeting to take place in August 1961 in Paris. 

In accordance with WHO recommendations, proposals for the classification of 

mental diseases had been prepared in Germany. 
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With regard to food additives, she summarized the legal situation in 

her country. She also supported very warmly the work done by WHO in 

connexion with the study on epidemiology of lung cancer and expressed her 

country's concern in regard to that disease. It would be most useful if 

WHO activities could malee generally known the dangerous effects of tobacco 

smoking, especially among young people. 

Dr BRAVO (Chile.) requested information on the reference and informa-

tion centre on social and occupational health which he had heard was being 

set up in Geneva by WHO in co-operation with ILO. It was not mentioned in 

the report and he would particularljr like to know what would be the cost to 

WHO. 

With regard to cancer, he shared the views expressed by the. delegate 

of the Federal. Republic of Germany. Chile was most interested•in studies 

of air pollution in relation to lung cancer. With the help of the Pan 

American Sanitary Bureau, the Chilean Government planned to hold a symposium 

in 1961 on the epidemiology of can'cer and would be grateful for information 

on studies made by WHO on the subject and for any data which it could provide 

as background documentation for the symposium. 

Dr ANDRIMASY (Madagascar), referring to the section on nutrition, 

emphasized the difficulty of inducing certain populations to change their 

traditional food habits, although . it was essential that they should do so 

if their nutritional status was to be improved. In most developing coun-

tries the diet was lacking in animal protein, and the observance of 

religious'taboos prevented the people from eating valuable foodstuffs 
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that were available to them. Some information would be welcome on the • 

Iirterrtatlanal ̂ Conference on-Malmttrition and Food.Habits^ .held...in Mexico in 

September I960, in which FAO, UNICEF and WHO had participated. 

.Dr GERIC (Yugoslavia)-referred to the progress made...in social ana 

occupational health and drew attention to health problems arising from the 

mechanization•of agricultural methods^. 

With regard to..nutrition, the- prevention of protein malnutrition was 

extremely important and-the work of the Protein Advisory Group most valuable». 

The co-operation of FAO and UNICEF, was particularly useful in that 

connexion. 

Cardiovascular diseases were important in developing as well as in 

developed countries! methods of prevention had not yet been evolved and the 

research carried out should be more specifically directed to that end. 

Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) said that the rapid development of 

industrialization posed many problems of social and occupational health. 

The travelling seminars in France and England in 1958 and the study tour in 

Czechoslovakia in 1960, organized with WHO assistance, had proved their useful-

ness. His delegation suggested that WHO should organize courses, beginning 

with medical workers from the under-developed countries and particularly those 

which were building up their industry. It was indispensable to foster the 

exchange of experience in medical care of industrial and agricultural 

workers. 

Dr ABU SHAMMA (Sudan) spoke on the section dealing with dental health 

and gave an account of the steps taken in his country to train auxiliary 
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dental personnel, frequently nurses who would serve in small villages where 

no dentists were available. The schools for the training of such auxiliary 

dental personnel had been set up thanks to the assistance of WHO, to which 

he expressed his country's gratitude. It was too early for him to report 

on the improvement in dental health resulting from the new scheme5 he would, 

however, present a report on the subject a few ¿rears later. 

The meeting rose at 9.50 a.m. 


