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1. Name of Qrganlaation. 

International Co-operative Alliance 
Alliance coopérative internationale 
Intematiooaler Genossenschaftsbmd 
Mezdunarodny Cooperativny Alliance 

2' Address of Headquarters 

11 Upper Grosvenor Street 
London W.l 
England 

З. Addresses of all Branch or Regional Headquarters 

None 

红. Membership 

(a) Total number of persons 

I325 million (aggregate membership of affiliated organizations 1958) 

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by 
affiliated organizations? 泌 " 嫩 ^ ^ ‘ ， 

By affiliated organizations• 

1 As provided by the applicant on 13,8.58, 
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(с) List of affiliated organizations, giving their country 
and the total ntmiber of persons belonging： to each 

There are ^00 local societies organized in 82 Consumers、 Agricultural 
Workers 4 Productive^ Artisanal， Multi-Purpose^ Building and Housing, Credit 
and other types of Co-operative Societies comprised within the 紅5 national 
movements affiliated vith the ICA in the following countries : 

Argentina Iceland 

Australia • Indonesia 

Austria India 

Belgium Iran 

Brazil Israel 

British Guiana Italy-

Bulgaria Jamaica 

Canada Japan 

Ceylon Malaya (Federation) 

Colombia Mauritius 

Czechoslovakia Mexico 

Denmark New Zealand 

Eire Nigeria 

Egypt Norway-

Finland Pakistan 

France Eoraania 

Germany Sudan 

Ghana Sweden 

Great Britain Switzerland 

Greece United States of Am-

Holland U, S* S* ！R» 

Yugoslavia 

(d) Note various types of membership, such as associate members, with 
numbers and pertinent facts 

Associate members : British Guiana Co-operative Union Ltd; Confederación 
Nacional Cooperative de la Eepublica Mexicana； Mauritius Co-operative Unldn 
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General purposes of the Organization 

Article 5 of the Exiles states : 

The ICA shall have the following objects： 

(a) To be the-wiivarsal representative of co-operative organizations 
of all types vhich, in practice, observe its principles. 

(b) To propagate co-operative principles and methods throughout the world. 

(c) To promote co-operation in all countries. 

(d) To safeguard the interests of the co-operative movement in all its forms. 

(e) To maintain good relations between its affiliated organizations. 

(f) To promote friendly and economic relations between со華operative 
organizations of all types; nationally and internationally. 

(g) To work for the establishment of lasting peace and security. 

What are the primary functions of the Organization? 

(a) Primary functions 

The primary function of the International Co-operative Alliance is to 
collect and disseminate information about the co-operative system of 
economic and social organization. For this purpose it maintains a library, 
issues periodical and other publications, arranges international seminars 
and courses, celebrates annually International Co-operative Day, besides 
making use of other appropriate methods of education and publicity. 

(b) Secondary functions 

The ICA*s secondary functions are to carry out various kinds of practical 
tasks for the purpose of (i) propagating and developing the co-operative 
system； (ii) enabling co-operative organizations to collaborate on the 
international level； and (iii) defending the interests of the entire co-
operative movement and its united policy on problems of vorld importance. 

(a) Does the Organization advocate any special health measures or 
procedures? If so, vhat are these? 

lhe ICA does not advocate any special health measures or procedures; apart 
from assisting with information and advice any of its members or others vho 
desire to adopt the co-operative form of organization for health or medical 
services appropriate to their respective countries. 
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(b) Has the Organization any special reservations as to treatment 
or health procedures? If so, what are these? 

None, 

8. Can officially desidiated representatives speak authoritatively for the 
membership on matters concerned vith the stated purposes of the Organization? 

Officially designated representatives of the ICA can speak authori tatively 
for its membership on all questions on vhich the policy of the Alliance has 
been determined by a resolution or a policy statement adopted by its Congress 
or by its Central Committee. 工七 should be observed^ however, that th© 
Affiliated Organizations of -the Alliance are self-governing legal entities 
and that the ICA，while it can influence them by its moral authority, has no 
power to enforce policy decisions upon them. 

9. Specific interest with, reference to the vork of the World Health Organization 

The specific interests of ihe ICA in the vork of WHO centre on the bearing of 
hygiene on the economic operations of cio-operative societies and. Ще interests 
of their members. 

To take the most recent example， consumers1 co-operative societies in a 
number of countries have been alarmed about the actual and possible effects 
on the health of consimers of nev products and technical processes and desire 
that the ICA shall keep as closely in touch as possible with the vork of WHO 
in this fields The last Congress of the Alliance， held at Stockholm in 
August 1957； accordingly adopted tbe following resolution: 

The 20th Congress of the International Co-operative Alliance 

^Recognizing .tlie impoitan<»e of the consideration in the memorandum 
on co-operation and health， 

Eecognizing also that a similar need for the education, as veil as 
the protection of the consumer exists in regard to a wide range of 
consumer goods other than foodstuffs^ and 

Being convinced that the whole problem of consumer protection 
urgently needs reconsideration in view of the effects of modern 
industrial techniques - instructs the Executive^ at the earliest possible 
date， to convene an international conference to consider the most 
appropriate and effective action which can be taken by the co-operative 
movement at international and national level in defence of the consumer, 
particularly from the standpoint of health-

Congress further recommends the fullest possible collaberatiôn on 
the part of the Alliance vith international organizations like the WHO 
and FAO which are already investigating the health problem. 
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A second specific interest is in industrial hygiene, arising from the fact 
that co-operative societies in. many countries are large employers of labour 
and feel an obligation to maintain -fce highest standards in the worlsing 
conditions of their employees. 

A third specific interest relates to housing and town planning. In all parts 
of the vorld, co-operative societies of tenants and house owners are tackling 
•üie problem of reconciling healthy housing with, reasonable costs. The 
maintenance of the highest hygienic standards Is a vital consideration. 

A fourth specific interest stems from co-operative enterprise in. the field 
of insurance as e.g. in Belgium, where the co-operative Insurance institution, 
Ьа Prévoyance Sociale, has striven to fill gaps in the national medical 
service by establishing institutions for ttie treatment of tuberculosis and 
rheumatic complaints. 

10» Officers (names and positions held. Including the Chief Executive Officer or 
Secretary and other principal administrative officials. What is the total 
timber of paid office personnel? Please distinguish between those vith the 
international organization and those vith the national or local groups 
attached thereto) 

President; Mr Marcel Brot 

Director: Mr W. P. Watkins 

General Secretary: Miss G. F. Polley 

The paid personnel consist of the Director and General Secretary, the 
headquarters staff of about 20 and two part-time representatives for contact 
vith international organizations at New York and Geneva. 

Structure 

(a) and (b) Policy-making bodies and frequency of meetings 
. . . > ' * . 

The Congress, which meets once in three years, the last being held at 
Stockholm in 1957. 

2« Tbe Central Committee, about 100 strong, representing all duly 
af-f ilia ted national organizations. This meets annually, the last 
meeting being held at Stockholm in August 1957. 

3» Executive Committee of 11 members, meeting three or four times each 
year. Hie last meeting was held at Annecy in April 1958. 

(c) Voting： procedure 

Eepresentation in Congress of affiliated organizations is based on their 
membership, with the restriction that no country may have delegates in excess 
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of one-fifth of the total attending. Organizations have as many votes as 
they may appoint delegates. Votes may be taken by show of hands or by 

special cards, counted by scrutineers appointed in Congress. 

Representation in the Central Committee is based on subscriptions paid, 
but no country m&j have more than ten representatives or votes. 

(d) Affiliation with other organizations, including international 
organizations 

The ÍGA. is not affiliated to any organization. 

It has consultative status with the .Cbited Nations (Category A)厂 ILO, 

PAO, UKESGO and IMICEF. 

It maintains close relations for action in common fields of interest 

with the International Chamber of Commerce and the International 
Federation of Agriculttiral Prodacoi，se 

12. Finances (annual budget and sources of income, noting portion received 
from membership dues) 

Please see Report of 受tockholm Congress for subscription income, and 
Three-Year Statement. 

13. History (date when founded, principal historical developments) 

The International Co-operative Alliance was founded by the International 
Congress of Co-operative Organizations which met in London in August 1895. 
In its early years it had a mixed membersiiip of co-operative societies, 
unions or federations of co-operative societies and individuals. 

Individual n^mbership was abolished in 1902 and since then the Alliance has 
evolved in the direction of becoming an international association of national 
co-operative organizations. Direct rnembbrship of the Alliance by primary 
co-operative societies is steadily diminishing except, for example, in Great 
Britain. The Alliance has been able to maintain its existence and activity 
continuously since its foundation, despite two world wars, and it remains 
today the only organization in the world class entirely and exclusively 
dedicated to the propagation of the со-operative form of enterprise. 

The authorities of the Alliance have at all times steadfastly avoided 
associating it with any particular political, social or religious doctrine 
and as a result it has always been able to re-unite its members after their 
respective countries have been sundered by war or political revolution. 

The spread of co-operation all over the world during the last 50 years tes 
been assisted by the existence of the ICA as an international centre from 

1 Held by the Secretariat 
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which information and guidance con always be obtdned¿ In addition to 
collaborating with the different inter-governmental organizations 
propagating co-operation under the United Nations Expanded Technical Assistance 
Programme, the ICA has since 1954 been carrying out its own programme of aid 
t。co-operative movements in newly-developing countries. 

The closer relations it has brought about between co-operators of different 
countries have given rise to a number of specialized international 
organizations, such as the International Co-operative Petroleum Association 
in the sphere of trade œ d the International Co-operative Women1 s Guild in 
the sphere of education. 

Activities (a statement of the most Important work accomplished) 

The principal regular activities of the ICA are: 

(a) Publications. A regular monthly bulletin (now Review) has been 
published since 1908. This has been supplemented since 1929 by Co-operative 
and Economic News Services, a Digest of the Co-operative Press (1931) and a 
Film Bulletin (1955). See also under question 15. ‘ 

(b) Education. The International Co-operative School (an annual fortnight's 
course) has been held except for the war years since 1928. Special courses 
or seminars are also arranged for e.g. journalists, women co-operators, or 
for particular regions, e.g. the Caribbean, Зош of these courses have been 
assisted by subsidies frora ÜKSSC0. 

(c) Technical consultation and collaboration. Auxiliary committees of 
national experts in banking, insurance, wholesale trade, retail trade, 
workers' and artisanal co-operative production, agricultural со-operatic» and 
housing, hold regular meetings for the exchange of information and joint 
action on practical problems. 

(d) Economic research. A section of the headquarters staff carries on 
research into aspects of the general economic system of significance for 
the development of co-operation. Since 1950, it has provided tbs bulk of 
the material for the ICA's economic quarterly "Cartel". 

(e) Consultative relations with inter-governmental organizations. 
Ropresentatives atlfew York and Geneva maintain contact with the United 
Nations, more especially the Economic and. Social Council, its commissions 
and committees. Between 1951 and 1955 the ICA assisted the Ibited Nations 
Secretariat in its study of proposals for international control of restrictive 
practices. ICA specialists regularly attend e.g. meetings of the ECE Housing 
Committee, the ÛÏŒSC0 Consultative Committee on Adult Education, the UNICEF 
Committee for Non-Governmental Organizations. 

(f) Pyomotion of co-operation in newly-developing countries. A sub-committee 
of thf ICA Executive administers a programme of technical assistance of 
steadiljr widening scope, financed by a special Development Fund formed by 
voItait?.ry contributions from member organizations. 



Sixles and Standing Orders (English, French and German) 
Report of the Twentieth Congress (English). 
Three-Year Financial Statement 
List of Affiliated Organizations 
Statistics of Affiliated Organizations 
List of Publications 
ICA Its Aims and Work 
(a) Eeviev of International Co-operation (19^5) 
(b) Eeviev of International Co-operation (1958) 
Cartel (review of monopoly development and consmer protection) 
Co-operative Nevs Service , 
Economic News Service , 
Digest of the Co-operative Press 
Film Bulletin 
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15-, Publications 

Please see list of Publications''" 

16, Documentation^ 

The following documentation has been received: 
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1 Held by the Secretariat 


