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1. RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES Item 3.22 of the Agenda

(Official Records No. 102, Resolution WHA13.48; Documents A14 /AFL4/17

and A14 /AFL /35) (continued)

Dr CAYLA (France) explained that he had voted against the draft resolution

adopted at the previous meeting because he had not been quick enough to ask for a

separate vote on the extra paragraph proposed by the delegations of Iraq and Saudi

Arabia. His delegation had simply wished to record its opposition to the

paragraph in which the Health Assembly noted the letters exchanged between the

Director -General of WHO and the Secretary General of the League of Arab States.

He had however no objection to the first operative paragraph of the resolution

approving the agreement between WHO and the League.

Professor SIGURJONSSON (Iceland) said that he had understood that the Committee

was voting first on the paragraph proposed by the delegations of Iraq and Saudi

Arabia. He had wished to oppose that paragraph, but he would have supported the

resolution as a whole.

2. FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTRE (document A14 /AFL/42)

Mr SAR (Senegal), Rapporteur, read the Committee's draft fifth report.

Decision: The draft fifth report was adopted.

DECISIONS OF THE UNIEED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND IAEA AbjtCTING
WHO'S ACTIVITIES ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS: Item 3.21 of
the Agenda (Documents A14 /AFL/6, A14 /AFL/6 Add.l and A14 /AFL /6 Add.2;
Resolution EB27.R19) (resumed)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Canadian delegate had expressed the wish to

make some further comments on the above item.
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Dr LAYTON (Canada) referred to the following statement in paragraph :27 on

page 17 of document_A14/AFL /6s It maÿ be noted here that one agency - WHO - has

so far not availed itself of any administrative allocations from the Special Fund

in respect of the two projects for which WHO is the executing Agency." He wondered

whether that was because the two projects did not involve any increase in the

administrative costs of WHO or whether.it had been decided that the financial

arrangements with the Special Fund should be different from those with the Expanded

Programme of Technical Assistance. His delegation considered that administrative

costs should as a matter of policy be reclaimed from the Special Fund in the same

way as they were reclaimed under the Etpanded Programme of Technical Assistance.

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, said that the point raised

by the Canadian delegate had been fully considered by the D irector -General., The

Special Fund had evolved an arbitrary formula for reimbursement which did not in fact

cover the full administrative costs incurred by the executing agencies. That

formula was given in the footnote on page 17 of document A14/AFL/6. In the case in

point WHO might have been able to claim reimbursement for part of the time of a

staff member or even possibly for a full -time staff member. However it had not

been considered desirable to employ an additional member of the staff on a short

time basis until it was known whether there would be enough Special Fund projects to

permit continuity of employment. It had therefore been-decided not to claim

reimbursement for the two projects already undertaken and to postpone the final

policy decision until more information was available about the number of Special

Fund projects for which WHO would be the executing agency.

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said that he was perfectly satisfied with the reply given

by the Secretary.
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4. ASSESSMENTS FOR 1961 AND 1962 (NEW MEMBERS): Items 3.13 and 3.14 of the
ASenda`(Resolutions WHA14.18, WHA14.19 and WHA14.20; Document A14/AFL /38)

The SECRETARY introduced the Director - General's report (A14 %AFL/38) which

contained two draft resolutions, one dealing with the assessment for the Islamic

Republic of Mauritania and the other referring to the eligibility of the new

Members for credits in 1962 in the same way as the countries listed in Schedule A

of the Appropriation Resolution. They read:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of Mauritania to Membership in the Organization

`DECIDES that the Islamic Republic of Mauritania shall be assessed for
1961 and 1962 at 0.04 per cent.

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly

DECIDES that, since Mauritania, Tanganyika and Ruanda -Urundi are carrying
out Malaria Programmes, they are eligible for credits in 1962 in the same
way' as those members listed in Schedule A attached to the Appropriation
Resolution for the Financial Year 1962.

In reply to a question by Dr CAYLA (France), the SECRETARY explained that the

payments of the new Member and Associate Members would not be used for financing

the 1962 budget. They would be paid into the casual income account and would be

available for use in financing a future budget. The number of countries whose

contributions were less than 0.50 per cent and who were thus eligible for credits

would be increased by three.

Decisions The two draft resolutions were adopted.
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5. AGREEMENT WITH THE ()FACE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES: Item 3.11 of
the Agenda (Document A14 /AFL/41)

The SECRETARY said that the Committee on Programme and Budget had agreed

that it would be desirable to enter into an agreement with the Office international

des Epizooties. The question had accordingly been referred to the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters for a. decision on the legal aspects.

The document before the Committee contained the text; of the letters exchanged

between the two organizations and a draft resolution approving them.

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the principles to govern the relations between the
International Office of Epizootics and the World Health Organization set
out in an exchange of letters of 4 and 8 August 1960.

APPROVES the exchange of letters establishing the relations between
these two organizations.

The Director- General considered that the exchange of letters was consistent

with the Constitution and was in line with the agreements made with other

organizations of a similar character. The decision on the draft resolution would

require a two - thirds majority.

Decision: The resolution was adopted unanimously

6. POSSIBILITIES OF REDUCING THE LENGTH OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item

3.6 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 102, Resolution WHA13.40 and

No. 106, Resolution EM26.R31 and Annex 11)

The SECRETARY said that the possibilities of reducing the length of Health

Assemblies had been discussed on several previous occasions. The Director-General's

suggestions were contained in Annex 11 of Official Records No. 106.

Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board; said that the Board had

discussed the subject thoroughly on the basis of a detailed report from the

Director -General. It had been agreed that the Health Assembly's time should be
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used as effectively as possible but there had been some divergence of views on the

extent to which the length of sessions could be reduced in view of the increasing

size of the Organization. Resolution EB26.R31 contained four specific proposals,

the first of which had already been dealt with during the discussion on the

amendments to the Rules Of Procedure.

Dr CAYLA (France) referring to the proposal in paragraph 2 of the Executive

Board's proposed. draft resolution asked whether the Annual Report of the Director-

General also comprised the financial report and the report of the external auditor.

If so, it would be preferable for the latter two documents to be studied. only in the

Committee on Administration, Finance and. Legal Matters.

The CHAIRMAN said that he assumed that the Executive Board had had in mind the

Director - General's Annual Report only.

Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board., confirmed that that supposition

was correct. There had been no suggestion in the Executive Board for changing the

method of discussing the financial aspects of the Director -General's report and. the

Board had confined. itself to trying: to telescope the general discussion on the

Director- General's Annual Report which at present took place in plenary session

and in the Committee on Prograirm1e and Budget.

The SECRETARY said that the point raised by the delegate of France was an

important one and had. been overlooked in the Director- General's report (document EB26/7)

to the Executive Board. - The Secretariat had assumed that the financial report, which

had. always been regarded. as;.an integral part of the Director -General's report though

presented as a separate document, would be dealt with in the usual manner by the Board

or its Standing Committee if that were set up and subsequently by the present Committee.

The point would. need. elucidation in any draft resolution finally put forward.
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Colonel AFRIDI (Pakistan) making ' some general observations on the mátter, "said

that both privately and in public discussion most delegates had extressed_"

the view that Health Assemblies could and should be shortened. The Executive

Board had been asked to examine the problem but had failed to offer a solution

because the Health Assembly though composed of men trained to diagnose illnesses had

never got to the root of the malady.

If the Health Assembly had been able to-call in Professor Parkinson for

consultation, it would undoubtedly have learnt that in all human gatherings, speech

begets speech and that all discussions on any item followed the same pattern and

ended in reducing everyone to a state of general fatigue which was the operative

moment for proposing a compromise or the establishment of a working party. Clearly

no progress would be made if the Health Assembly continued to brood over the

various factors already examined át length.

The principal fault lay in the preparation of the agenda which was never

properly considered by the Assembly. In his view the results achieved in any

previous year should only be discussed in plenary session in connexion with the

Annual Report and that the two main Committees should first consider the general

I/ features of the programme for the following year, with the help of the requisite

documents that would have to be prepared for the purpose by the secretariat. The

discussion on the budget ceiling would then come in its logical place, after which

the Committees could proceed to scruti.nize:.the details of the proposed programme.

The CHAIRMAN said that the proposal of the Delegate of Pakistan was in line with

the Executive Board's recommendation but went somewhat further.

Mr KITTANI (Iraq) favoured the Executive Board's recommendation as well as the

proposal of the delegate of Pakistan which was a variation on the same theme.

However, their adoption might require modification in the terms of reference of the
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two main Committees as laid down in resolution WHA13.1, paragraphs (1)(a) and

(2)(a)(1)

Though supporting the proposals, he was not convinced that they would in fact

serve to reduce the length of Health Assemblies but they certainly ought to be

conducive to greater efficiency., It would also be helpful if each committee at the

beginning of the Health Assembly and immediately after the election of officers and

the statement of the Assistant Director -General fixed a tentative time -table for the

discussion of each item as was done by the Committees of the General Assembly of

the United Nations. Delegates would then be given some idea of how long the

discussion of the various items would take and it might be possible to avoid giving

too much time to relatively minor matters.

The CHAIRMAN considered that to be a very constructive suggestion.

Dr ALAN (Turkey) was very much in favour of reducing the length of Health

Assemblies, but wondered what was meant by the phrase "one debate only" in

paragraph 2 of the Executive Board's recommended draft resolution. Was the intention

to request delegations wishing to make statements on the health "situation in their

countries to submit them in writing, or to establish a time -limit for the discussion

of the Annual Report of the Director- General?

He agreed with Mr Kittani that it would be useful to fix a time -table in

advance even if it could not be strictly observed. In the past that had been done

by the Secretariat for the provisional agenda.

Mr BRADY,. representative of the Executive Board, said that there had been

general agreement in the Board that discussion in plenary on the Annual Report of
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the DireatorGeneral should'notibe: repeated iñ-the'Committee on Programme and Budget..

The Board had made one suggestion, to. the. effect that delegations wishing to make

statements on the health situation.in:their Countries could submit them'in writing

for publication in the records of the plenary meetings and. that the statements

would not be read or presented orally. That suggestion had not been included in the

recommended draft resolution but the President had availed himself of it during the

present Assembly when appealing for brevity in the general debate.

The.CHAZRMAN, In reply to the delegate of Turkey, explained'that the purpose of

the proposal in paragraph 2 of the Executive Board's recommended draft resolution was

to ensure that there would be only one opportunity to coimnent on the Annual Report

of the Director General, namely in plenary session.

The SECRETARY referring to-Dr Alan's second point said that for some two or

three years the Secretariat had found it virtually impossible to'issue in advance a

suggested time -table for the discussion of various items because the insertion of

supplementary items tended to disrupt any preconceived plans and certain political

factors had made it difficult to anticipate the way in which discussions would develop,

For some years now a preliminary number of the Journal had been issued indicating

a tentative time -table for the first three -days or" so of the Health Assembly. It

had not been possible in present circumstances to do more but the Director -General .

would re -study the problem.

Mr EL WAKIL (United Arab Republic) observing that the present Health Assembly's

agenda had been a heavy one, said it would be difficult at the present late stage to

do justice to a complicated problem. A number of delegates were absent from the
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present meeting and he considered it advisable to defer consideration of the item.

He therefore intended to submit ,a draft resolútion requesting the Director -General and

the Executive Board to pursue the study of the matter and submit recommendations to

the Fifteenth Health Assembly.

Dr CAYLA (France) said that in the light of the answers given to the question he

had raised, it should be made clear in paragraph 2 of the Board's suggested draft

res^lution that the provision did not apply to the financial reports which would be

discussed in the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal matters only.

He asked whether the delegate of United Arab Republic would be prepared to

introduce his proposal as an amendment to the Executive Board's "draft resolution

rather than as a substitute text.

Mr ÉL WAKIL (United Arab Republic) said that the suggestion of the delegate of

France "would not serve the purpose he had had in mind when making'his proposal.

Dr TOTTIE (Sweden) supported Mr El Wakil's proposal because he considered it

advisable for the Director - General and the Executive Board to review the matter in

the light of the observations made at the present Health Assembly.

Mr WYATT (United States of America) while appreciating the reasons which had

prompted Mr El Wakil's proposal, wondered whether in view of the extensive

consideration already given to the problem such a procedure was desirable. Clearly

the possibilities for shortening Health Assemblies were limited. Nevertheless,

although the number of Member States had increased the duration of Health Assemblies

had not and that was already a considerable achievement. Perhaps the time had come

to endorse the Executive Board's recommendations, taking into account the interesting
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Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board, said in connexion with

Mr El Wakil's proposal, that although opinions in the Board had differed its members

would probably wish him to point out that the subject had been discussed at

considerable length - during the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, the twenty -sixth

session of the Board and on previous occasions as well. The recommended draft

resolution was the final outcome of a determined effort to secure some kind of common

view. There had been general agreement in the Board that although it would be

difficult to effect an appreciable reduction in the length of Health Assemblies,

which constituted an important forum for the discussion of international health

problems, nevertheless some marginal improvements were feasible. If the question

were to be referred back to the Board, some definite guidance must be given as to

the Assembly's wishes. He would have thought it preferable to endorse in principle

those of the Board's recommendations which found favour so that it could consider

how they could best be implemented.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion be deferred until the next

meeting when the Secretariat might be in a position to formulate in writing the

suggestions made during the foregoing discussion.

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.


