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1, FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document A111. /AFL /28)

Mr SAR (Senegal), Rapporteur, introduced the Committeets draft first

report.

Mr RENLUND, Director, Budget and Finance, corrected two typing errors in

the draft resolution on the Scale of Assessment for 1962 The assessment for

France should read 5.80 and the assessment for the Federal Republic of

Germany 4.83.

Decision: The draft report was adopted,

2. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MRS: Item 1.11 of the
Agenda (Documents A14/2, Alit/3, A14/11. and A14/11)

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Committee should take the applications in

the order in which they had been received,

Application:by the Belgian Government for the Admission of Ruanda - Urundi to
Associate Membership (Document A14/2)

Mr ZARB, Director, Legal Office, informed the Committee that in a letter

dated 19 September 1960, the Belgian Government had submitted an application.

for the admission of the Trust Territory of Ruanda - Urundi to associate

membership. The request had been made within the time -limit required in

Article 109 of the Rules of Procedure.
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Mr KOSSENKO (Union of ,Soviet Socialist Republics) stated that Belgium.had

set up a puppet government in Ruanda - Urundi and that the representatives of

the political parties which favoured independence had had to flee the country.

The Territory was still occupied by Belgian troops and the Belgian Government

was not complying with the relevant United Nations resolutions. His

delegation could not therefore support the admission of Ruanda- Urundi and

would abstain in the vote on the subject.

fa' GOOSSENS (Belgium) said that any political discussion on the subject

would be outside the competence of the Committee. The facts were that Ruanda-

Urundi existed, as a trust territory under Belgian administration, and that

the Belgian Government was requesting the admission of that territory as an

Associate Member. The position was quite clear and no other considerations

were relevant.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution:

The Fourteenth World. Health Assembly

ADMITS Ruanda- Urundi as an Associate Member of the World Health
Organization, subject to notice being given of acceptance of associate
membership on behalf of Ruanda- Urundi in accordance with Rules 111 and
112 of the Rules of Procedure of the Wbrld Health Assembly.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted by 59 votes to none with
9 abstentions,
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Application by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for
the Admission of Tanganyika to Associate Membership (Document A14/3)

Mr ZARB, Director, Legal Office, introduced the application,, which had

been made within the time-limit required in Article 109 of the Rules of

Procedure.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly

ADMITS Tanganyika as an Associate Member of the World Health
Organization, subject to notice being given of acceptance of associate
membership on behalf of Tanganyika in accordance with Rules 171 and 112
of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly,

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.

Application by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania for Admission-to Membership
(Documents A14/4 and A14 /11)

Mr ZARB, Director, Legal Office, drew attention to documents A14/4 and

A14 /11 which related to the application by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania

for admission to membership in the Organization. The application had been

matie within the time -limit required in Article 109 of the Rules of Procedure.

Mr KITTANI (Iraq) submitted the following draft resolution on behalf of

his delegation and those of Mali, Guinea and Saudi Arabia:

The Fourteenth World. Health Assembly,

Having received the request for membership in the World Health
Organization contained in documents A14/4 and A14/11,

DECIDES not to consider the -said request for the duration of the
Fourteenth World Health Assembly.
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The purpose of the draft resolution was to avoid a repetition in WHO of

the highly acrimonious discussion which had taken place during the fifteenth

session of the United Nations General Assembly. The question of the sovereignty

over the territory of the so- called Islamic Republic of Mauritania was by no

means settled and the application for membership in the United Nations had

consequently been rejected by the Security Council. The co- sponsors of the

draft resolution believed that it would be best for the Health Assembly to

postpone consideration of the subject until the highly controversial question

of sovereignty had been settled by the appropriate body, namely the United

Nations.

The CHAIRMAN said that there were now two proposals before the Committee.

For the purposes of the vote, the draft resolution just put forward by the

delegate of Iraq would be regarded as an alternative to the following draft

resolution based on the application submitted by the Islamic Republic of

Mauritania:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly

ADMITS the Islamic Republic of Mauritania as a Member of the World
Health Organization, subject to the deposit of a formal instrument with
the Secretary- General of the United Nations in accordance with Article 79
of the Constitution.

Dr BEN ABRFS (Morocco) drew attention to document A14/11 which contained

the text of the letter expressing his Governments formal objection to the

application before the Committee. As the representative of a former colonial

territory which had recently achieved independence he would not normally

oppose any application from a newly independent State. In the case at issue,
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however, the application did not come from a sovereign State but from a

territory which was an integral part of Morocco. He did not wish to discuss

in detail the political aspects of the subjects which.had led to long and

bitter debates in the United Nations. He only wished to emphasize that, if WHO,

which was a technical and scientific organization, were to agree to the

'application, it would be infringing the territorial sovereignty of one of its

Member States with disastrous consequences. The tragic events in the Congo

(Leopoldville) should be sufficient to deter the Health Assembly from: any

such action,

Dr EVANG (Norway) reminded the Committee that countries which were not

Members of the United Nations could quite well become Members of WHO, which

prided itself on being the specialized agency which had come nearest to

achieving universality of membership. The statesmen who had set up the United

Nations had wisely decided to separate the political organization from the

scientific and technical ones, so that the experts could pave the way for the

atmosphere of peace and harmony which the politicians were trying to achieve.

His delegation had always insisted on the technical and non -political character

of WHO and, on that basis, he considered that membership in the Organization

should be open to all countries which wished to join. He would, therefore,

support the application submitted by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania,

Mr EL WAKIL (United Arab Republic) said that he would not discuss the

political issue. He simply wished to urge on the Committee the wisdom of the

postponement .suggested in the joint draft resolution, which had his

delegations strong support,
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Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) emphasized that 1960 had been a year during which

many African countries had achieved their independence. Of the var ous

possibilities open to it the Islamic Republic of Mauritania had chosen freely

to proclaim its independence and it had been recognized by sixty -one States.

The Moroccan Government's opposition was, therefore, entirely without justifi-

cation. The fact that Mauritania's application for admission to membership in

the United Nations had been set aside for the time being did not mean that WHO

should necessarily follow the same course. His delegation would, therefore support

the application.

Mr SAR (Senegal) was sorry to have to take up an attitude opposed to that of

Morocco on the important and delicate subject under. discussion. However, in the

interests of justice, he could not but speak in favour of the Islamic Republic of

Mauritania. That country's claims to independence were amply justified on histo-

rical, geographical and religious grounds. Before colonization Mauritania had

been an independent and sovereign country which had signed treaties with the

United Kingdom and with France. Subsequently it had become part of French West

Africa and had recently regained its independence in the normal way and had been

recognized by a number of sovereign States. The rejection of Mauritania's

application for membership in the United Nations had been due, not to a majority

decision in the General Assembly, but to the exercise of the veto in the Security

Council. In the name of justice he therefore urged the Committee to admit the

sovereign State of Mauritania to membership in WHO.
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Dr TCHELLE (Niger) fully supported the application. Like his on country,

Mauritania had freely decided its future and had proclaimed its independence.

The country had urgent health problems awaiting solution and that was the

consideration which should be given the greatest weight in WHO. Mauritania waa

recognized as an independent sovereign :._ate by more than half the Members of

WHO and was fully eligible for membership in the Organization.

Dr TERRASSON COUROUNA (Ivory Coast) was sorry to see that obstacles were

being placed in the way of Mauritaniats admission to an organization which was

devoted to promoting the welfare of mankind without any discrimination. As the

delegate of Norway had pointed out, there was no need to await a decision in the

United Nations since many Members of WHO were not Members of the United Nations.

He sincerely hoped that the Committee would vote overwhelmingly in favour of the

application.

Dr ANDRIAMASY (Madagascar) urged the Committee to consider only the simple

facts of.the case. Mauritania had achieved independence in the same way as other

African countries and had been recognized by more than half the Member States of

WHO. The fact that it was not a Member of the United Nations did not preclude

its admission to WHO and the Government of Mauritania was responsible for the

health of its people. He could therefore see no reason why the application should

not be accepted without further ado,
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Dr MAHOUATA (Congo, Brazsaville) joined with those who had supported

Mauritanials application, which would certainly have .been accepted by the

United Nations General Assembly had it not been for the veto in the Security

Council.

Dr DOLO (Mali) said that the point at issue was essentially a political

one and was therefore outside the competence of WHO. There had been cases

concerning States not Members of WHO, which created awkward precedents. The

problem was delicate and should be handled carefully. He therefore considered

that WHO should postpone its decision on the application until the question of

sovereignty had been settled in the United Nations.

Mr MAR S -N.ÊDO (Central African Republic) said that his Government had

recognized the Islamic Republic of Mauritania as a sovereign State and would

therefore support the application for membership in WHO.

Mr TAYLOR (Liberia) said that he too would support the application for

the same reasons.

Dr D'AIMEIDA (Togo) thought it unfortunate that a small family quarrel

should have occupied the attention of international organizations. It was a

pity that the whole question had not been settled earlier at the time when Morocco

achieved its independence. Mauritania had however remained a separate entity

until proclaiming its own independence and it had now been recognized by the

Government of Togo. The proposal for postponement raised a further problem. It

had been argued that WHO as a non -political body should not deal with an eminently
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political problem. He doubted however whether postponement would really help

to provide a solution.. That might only lead the Health Assembly into the same

position it had reached with respect to the Peoplets Republic of China in

following the lead given by the politicians in the United Nations. It would

surely be wiser to admit Mauritania immediately in the interests of universality

of membership.

Mr IiOSSENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that WHO t s membership

had been considerably widened by the admission of a number of newly independent

States, for the most part in Africa. It was common knowledge that the - Soviet

Union persistently pressed for the abolition of the colonial system and always

welcomed the emergence of new States and supported their applications for member

ship of WHO, even in those instances when independence of a partial character was

granted, because such a step unshackled national forces and was a move towards the

achievement of full and real freedom. That was largely true of Mauritania whose

people had played an important part in the general struggle against colonialism

and which, with the support of others, had secured considerable concessions by

the removal of the French colonial administration from Mauritanian territory.

However, the problem under discussion was somewhat complicated because it

involved not only the granting of national independence to one of the numerous

territories of the former French empire, but also a serious restriction on the

sovereign rights of another African State ''namely, Morocco, which had achieved

independence only in 1956.
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Many African States familiar with the position in that region considered

'Mauritania to be an integral part of Morocco and regarded the granting of

independence to the former as a political manoeuvre by France, and one which

they could not recognize.. The situation was also complicated by the fact that there

were still French troops on Mauritanian territory whose presence aroused further

doubts about the nature of the French Governmentts action.

Thus the Health Assembly was faced with the problem of admitting to membership

a country the status of which raised several controversial issues. His delegation

would support the joint draft resolution and for the time being would abstain from

.voting on the admission of Mauritania to membership.

Dr BIYOGHE (Gabon) said that his Government, which had followed the same path

as. the Government of Mauritania, had recognized the latter. In view of WHO t s

specialized character, it -was inconceivable that Mauritania should be deprived of the

advantages enjoyed by other States as Members of the Organization. Mauritaniats

health problems were not being dealt with by the Government of Morocco, Accordingly,

he supported unreservedly Mauritaniats admission to membership of WHO.

Mr ALI (Somalia) supported Mauritaniats application for the same reasons as

those given by Dr Evang. He was strongly of the opinion that the:Health Assembly

was not the proper forum for considering the political aspect of the question, but

as Dr Evang had argued, it was essential for humanitarian reasons to extend WHO's

work to a17 countries, irrespective of political considerations.
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Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) deplored the fact that the Committee had

embarked upon a purely political discussion; WHO had hitherto carefully

refrained from engaging on such a dangerous course. The purpose of the joint

draft resolution had been precisely to avoid such a discussion, but in view

of some of the statements made he was compelled to elucidate a number of points.

Some of the arguments expounded had been quite misleading. It had

never been the intention of the authors of the joint draft resolution to make

admission to WHO conditional upon admission to the United Nations and the

sole object in proposing that the matter be deferred was to save WHO from

pronouncing itself upon an exclusively political issue. The existence

itself of the applicant was still the subject of .a dispute that had been

submitted to the sole international body competent to settle this matter,

namely, the United Nations. Tt ;s not for the Committee to discuss the circumstances

in which a dispute had arisen between two Member States, Morocco and France,

about the independence and sovereignty of a certain territory because clearly

WHO had no competence to decide on such a matter.

No delegation was better placed than his own to deprecate colonialism or

to rejoice at the acquisition of independence by countries previously under

subjection. It had always welcomed the admission to membership of such

countries and would continue to do so because WHO's claim to universality

would then be justified. However, the case now under discussion was entirely

different.
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He recognized the existence of urgent health problems in Africa but surely

WHO could always help.any country, whether independent and sovereign or

possessing some other legal status. But on the present occasion, the Committee

was being asked to perpetuate a division: an obviously hazardous thing to do.

There were other analogous and tragic situations in Africa the repercussions of

Which went far .beyond that continent and which. represented a terrible' threat to

the world peace. He therefor: appealed to Members to refrain from creating a

perilous precedent, His delegation would be the first to plead for the

independence and sovereignty of, the whole continent in accordance with the

sacred rights - enshrined in the United illations Charter; but not at the expense of

other rights and justice. He himself would reiterate the appeal for realism and

for NHO to pursue its technical and humanitarian role without touching upon

political issues. He hoped that the joint draft resolution would be adopted.

Mr BANGOURA- ALLCAUT(Guinea) did not wish to enter into the substance of the

matter and believed that consideration of the application of Mauritania should

be deferred until the United Nations had pronounced upon what was essentially a

political issue.

Dr SCHANDORF (Ghana) said that the President of his country had always

maintained that the acquisition of independence by Ghana had no meaning unless

viewed in the context of the liberation of the whole African continent. African

countries might fly different flags but they all rema.i ned African. As a

participant in the Casablanca Conference his Government found itself in a

particularly different situation with regard to the item under discussion.
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At the outset of the present Assembly his delegation had been in favour

of admitting the Chinese Peoplets Republic to membership of WHO but the Soviet

Unionfs proposal to that effect had been rejected on grounds that a political

issue was involved. He asked whether in all conscience the Health Assembly could

then admit the present application. Many of the speakers in the present debate

had remained silent about the question of China and he wondered whether two

standards of morality were being applied - one for great and one for small

countries. He regretted that a technical organization had allowed itself to be

drawn into a political discussion.

In conclusion he reaffirmed his belief in the solidarity of African

countries.

Dr AZTJOULAT (France) said he wished to confine his remarks to the procedural

problem raised by the joint drift resolution. He considered that the resolution

was inadmissible because the Islamic Republic of Mauritania was invoking Article

6 of the Constitution, which allowed any State to become a Member of WHO. Thus

the only question was whether Mauritania was in fact a State. A cumber of

speakers had already pointed out that the process of decolonization had taken

place in Mauritania as in so many other African territories and that consequently

Mauritania also possessed those attributes of sovereignty which others had

obtained or were obtaining. The delegate of Saudi Arabia had therefore been

mistaken in speaking of a dispute between France and Morocco since Mauritania
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had gained its independence by valid and constitutional means. There

 remained a problem which some African delegates had described as a family

problem between Morocco and Mauritania and which could be settled as such.

Once it was admitted that States on gaining independence could become

Members of WHO even before becoming Members of the United Nations, the only

'question at stake was whether Mauritania was capable of taking an effective

part in WHOts work. The answer was clearly in the affirmative since peace

reigned throughout the territory of the Íslamic Republic, and health work was

developing with the active assistance of 7AHO. Thus there would be a serious

objectión to postponing indefinitely its admission to WHO and consequently his

delegation was opposed to the joint draft resolution.

The CHAIRMAN said that, since admission to. membership of WHO was not.

automatic and required definite action on the part of the Health Asse bly, it

could not be maintained that the joint draft resolution was inadmissible.

Clearly it was within the Healthssemblyfs prerogative to defer action on an

application for membership if it so decided.

Mr KITT.= (Iraq) said: that he hoped to be able to confine his remarks to

the procedural aspect of the problem but -must reserve his right to comment on

the substance if that became necessary in the light of subsequent developments.



A14/AFL/Min/4
page 16

He had the greatest esteem for Dr Evangts humanitarian ideals but there

were certain hard facts to be faced. Article 3 of the Constitution stipulated:

"Membership in the Organization shall be open to all States ". His delegation

had consistently applauded Dr Evangts efforts to preserve WHO's technical

character, but deprecated his attempt to reduce the case put forward by the

authors of the joint draft resolution to the contention that no country could

be admitted to WHO unless it were a Member of the United Nations. There was

no getting away from the fact that WHO consisted of sovereign Member States

and was not an association of technicians. The Committee had before it an

application for full membership and not for associate membership. The

question of whether or not the Islamic Republic of Mauritania was a sovereign

State was highly controversial and delegates from the African continent were

themselves divided. He, therefore, urged the Committee to eschew discussing

an issue which was outside WHO's competence and to adopt the joint draft

resolution.

Dr GANGS (Dahomey) wholeheartedly supported the application by the Islamic

Republic of Mauritania because it was unthinkable for one of the countries

which had recently thrown off the yoke of colonial -ism to deny another country

in the same position the benefits of membership of WHO.
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Dr BEN ABBES (Morocco) said that he did not intend to make detailed comments

on the substance of the problem. but felt .bound to reply to some of the points

raised. In answer to the contention that not all Member States of á;,1H0 were

necessarily Members -of the United Nations, he pointed out that for his Government,

Mauritania was not a State but an entity created on Moroccan territory. Hence

for his delegation there was no force in the argument that Mauritania, being a

sovereign State, could be admitted to 7'JH0 without being a Member of the United

Nations.

The delegate of Senegal had claimed to have consulted history but he had

failed to ascertain the true facts which wore that Mauritania had never been a

nation and that it formed the southern part of Morocco with 600 000 inhabitants

of the same race, religion, language, culture and tradition. Morocco had always

exercised sovereignty over that part of its territory, as proved by incontestable

legal evidence and the effective exercise of sovereignty in its various aspects.

It was only the French occupation which had' separated Mauritania from Morocco

and that was no reason for perpetuating such a. move, the grave consequences of

which were only too familiar in other parts of the continent. Mauritania was and

had always been Moroccan and his Government was irrevocably resolved to recover

sooner or later the territory which rightly belonged to it.

Mr RLF:EL (Israel) said that his Government was in a position to adopt a

detached view inspired by the fundamental principles laid down in lrticle 1,

paragraphs 2. and 3 of the United Nations Charter. The former paragraph spoke

of the principle of equal rights and self- determination of peoples but did not
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grant to any State or group of States the.right to confer upon or deny

sovereignty.to an established State. But whatever the political position of

any- government in regard to Mauritania, it would be no doubt generally

'recognized that its admission to WHO would be consistent with the aims of the

-Organization. Surely the decisive consideration must be that admittance to

membership could not fail to help improve health conditions.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the joint draft resolution submitted by

Guinea, Iraq, Mali and Saudi Arabia which was the farthest removed from the

original proposal before the Committee.

Decision: The joint draft resolution was rejected by 40 votes to 25
with 10 abstentions.

Mr KTTANI (Iraq) said that, in view of the rejection of the joint draft

resolution, he would have to comment briefly on the substance of the issue.

His Government maintained its view that Mauritania was an integral part of

Morocco and that the :French Government had accorded it sovereignty artificially.

The solemn right of self -determination must not be abused in order to dismember

a national territory. The French Governmentto action was a manifestation of

the new colonial policy in Africa. His Government would accordingly oppose

the application of Mauritania for admission to membership.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the draft resolution proposing that the

Islamic Republic of Mauritania be admitted to membership of WHO.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 43 votes to 13 with
19 abstentions.
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Mr EL WAKIL (United Arab Republic), explaining his voto, said that he had

opposed the draft resolution on the grounds that Mauritania formed an integral part

of Morocco.

3. REPORT ON AMENDMENTS TO THE FINANCIAL RULES, AS CONFIRMED BY'THE EXECUTIVE
BOARD: Item 3.20 of the Agenda (Official Records Na.. 106, Resolution EB26.R25
and Annex 10)

Mr SIEf =FT,, Assistant Director- General, Secretary, introducing the item,

explained that, under the provisions of the Financial Regulations, the Director -

General was authorized to issue Financial Rules which were subject to confirmation

by the Executive Board and in conformity with Financial Regulation 16.1 had to be

reported annually to the Health Assembly. As would be seen from Annex 10 of the

Executive Board's report on its twenty -sixth session, the Director -General's

amendments had been considered at that session.

Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Committee might

wish to note that, as a consequence of the amendments to the Financial Regulations

adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, the Director-General had reported

to the Executive Board at its twenty -sixth session that it had been necessary for

him to make corresponding amendments to some of the Financial Rules. The Board had

also confirmed amendments to another rule that had been introduced in order to reflect

actual practice. Its decision would be found in resolution EB26.R25.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the Committee's

consideration:
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The, Fourteenth World Health Assembly

NOTES the amendments to Financial Rules 103.2, 103.3,.105.8 and 115.3,
made by the Director - General and confirmed by the Exdcútive Board in accordance
with the requirements of Financial Regulation 16.1

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

4. PROVISION OF EMERGENCY SUPPLIES TO MEMBER STATES: Supplementary agenda item 1
(Official Records No. 102, Resolution WHA13.41; Document A14/AFL /18)

The SECRETARY recalled that by virtue of resolution WHA13.41 the Director -

General was authorized to advance sums from the Working Capital Fund to provide

emergency, supplies to Member States on a reimbursable basis and to report such

advances each year to the Health Assembly. As indicated in document A14 /AFL /18.,

paragraph 21 one such advance had been made since the last Health Assembly to

Afghanistan and that Government had notified the Director - General that payment was

being arranged.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the Committee's

considerations

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report by the Director - General on the provision of
emergency supplies to Member States presented in accordance with the require-
ments of resolution WHA13.41,

NOTES the report.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.
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5. VOLUNTARY FUND FOR HEALTH' PROMOTION: REPORT ON CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED:
Item 3.17 of the Agenda (Official Records, No. 106, Resolution EB26.R22 and
Annex 9; Document A14 /AFL /14; Resolution EB27.R12 Rev.l)

The SECRETARY stated that in accordance with the requirements laid down in the

Financial Regulations the Director - General had submitted to the Executive Board at

its twenty- seventh session a statement on the status of the Voluntary Fund for Health

Promotion as at 31 December 1960. That statement was annexed to document A14¡AFL /1ei -.

. He also drew the Committee's attention to resolution EB27.R12 adopted by the Board

after examination of that statement.

Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board, informed the Committee that the

status of the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion had been examined by the Executive

Board both at its twenty -sixth and twenty- seventh sessions. The Board had also

confirmed a decision reached by correspondence to open a sub - account in the Fund for

assistance to the Congo (Leopoldville) and had made certain internal arrangements for

the acceptance of contributions to the Fund. In its resolution EB26.R22 it had taken

note of the contributions offered and thanked the donors.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for -the Committee's

consideration:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the reports submitted to the twenty -sixth and twenty - seventh
sessions of the Executive Board by the Director- General on contributions to the
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion,

NOTES the reports.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.
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6. ADOPTION OF A WHO FLAG; Item 3.10 (Official Records No. 102, Resolution
WHÁ13.26; Document A14 /AFL /2)

The SECRETARY, introducing document A14¡AFL/2,stated that the adoption of a

WHO flag had been discussed by the Executive Board at its twenty -fifth session and

on that occasion the Director- General had been requested tc initiate with the

Secretary General of the United Nations appropriate consultations and to report to

' the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. Those consultations had still been in progress

a t'the time of the Thirteenth Assembly and the report was accordingly being presented

now on conclusion of the consultations. The pertinent correspondence was annexed

to the document before the Committee, from which it would be seen that-agreement

had been reached on a design reproduced at the and of the document. It had not

proved possible to reproduce exactly the colour of the blue background which would

correspond to that used in the United Nations flag. The Committee might wish to

consider a draft resolution on the lines of that contained in paragraph 5 of the document.

It read:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing that it is desirable to adopt an official flag of the World
Health Organization to be flown on the premises of the Organization and to be
displayed elsewhere on ceremonial and other appropriate occasions,

1. DECIDES that the flag of the World Health Organization shall be the official
emblem of the World Health Organization adopted by the First World Health
Assembly, centred on a United Nations blue background, provided that the emblem
shall appear in white with the Aesculapian staff and serpent in gold;

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to draw up regulations concerning the
dimensions and proportions of the flag; and

3. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to adopt a flag code, bearing in mind the
desirability of a regulated use of the flag and the protection of its dignity.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.
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7. ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE OF SOUTH -EAST ASIA: Item 3.12 of the

Agenda (Document A14 /AFL /20; Resolution FB27.R17)

The SECRETARY stated that the question of accommodation for the Regional Office

for South -East Asia had been discussed at previous sessions and that the Director -

General was pleased to be able to report that real progress had been achieved during

the past few months and that the construction of the new building in Delhi was well

under way. It was hoped that the Regional Office could move into it not later than

by the end of the year.

Mr BRADY, representative of the Executive Board, drew the Committee's attention

to resolution EB27.R17 adopted by the Executive Board at its twenty- seventh session,

when it had decided that progress was se satisfactory that it would be appropriate

for the Health Assembly to express its appreciation to the Government of India for

the generous assistance being offered.

The text of the recommended draft resolution read as follows:

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly

1. NOTES with satisfaction the steady progress being made in the construction
of the new building for the South - East Asia Regional Office; and

2. EXPRESSES to the Government of India its deep appreciation of the generous
assistance being offered by that Government to the Organization in this matter.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

8. ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands) asked for information about the progress made by the

working party on financing the malaria eradication programme, which had been set up

at the joint meeting of the two main committees.
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The CHAIRMAN said he was Unable to give any information at the moment but he

knew that the working party had held lengthy discussions and no doubt its report

could be expected early that afternoon.

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands) wished to place on record his dissatisfaction with

the arrangements. He very much regretted that such an important item would be

coming up for consideration in the forthcoming joint meeting without giving

delegations an adéquate opportunity to consider any report that the working party

might have prepared.

The CHAIRMAN observed that it might prove necessary to suspend the joint meeting

for a time so as to enable delegations to peruse the working.party`s report.

The meeting rase at 12 noon.


