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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

HIVING ATTAINED INDEPENDENCE 

At its Tenth Session, the Regional Committee for Africa adopted Resolution 

AFR/RCIO/RI2 concerning Associate Mergers and which reads as follows: 

" АРЕ/НОЮ/R12 Admission of Associate Members 

The Regional Comraittee for Africa, 

Considering the particular situation which has arisen in respect of several 

Associate Members in the Region by reason of their accession to independence 

between the date of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and the present session 

of the Regional Committee, 

1. PROPOSES that the interpretation of Article 8 of the Constitution be 

determined by the Executive Board and the Assembly in relation to similar 

situations which might arise in the future3 
» \ 

2, DECIDES that Associate Members in the Region who accede to independence 

shall retain in the Region their rights and privileges until such time as they 

. shall become full Members of ' the World Health Organization." 

'This problem arose following the admission to Associate Membership by the 

Thirteenth World Health Assembly, in May i960, of eight countries, namely: 

Shortly after their admission to associate membership, it became evident that 

a number of these countries would accede to independence within the same year under 

Cyprus 

Central African Republic 

Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) 

Republic of the Ivory Coast 

Gabon Republic 

Republic of the Upper Volta 

Republic of the Niger 

Federation of Mali"*" 

1 Now Republic of Mali and Republic of Senegal 
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•under circumstances which would not enable them to become full Members of the 

Organization before the meetings of the regional committees serving the geographi-

cal areas in which these countries were situated. It therefore became necessary 

for a decision to be taken as to the manner in which these new independent States 

could participate in the regional committees, 

* 

The Constitution of the World Health Organization contains no express 

provision which would cover the problem thus created. Article 8 of the 

Constitution which deals with the admission of territories or groups of territories 

to associate membership provides that associate membership is open to "territories • 

or groups of territories . . . not responsible for the conduct of their international 

relations" and it would therefore appear from this text that once a country has 

become independent and ipso jure responsible for the conduct of its international 

relations, it can no longer bo considered as having the legal status of an 

Associate Member within the meaning of Article 8, 

On this basis it was considered that the countries in question should not be 

invited to the sessions of the regional coiranittees as Associate Members and that 

it would therefore be appropriate to make special arrangements in their case. 

Accordingly, arrangements were made to invite these States to send observers, in 

application of Article k9 of the Constitution, which enables regional committees 

to adopt their own rules of procedure. Thus Cyprus was invited to participate as 

an Associate Member in Sub-Committee A of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean and as from 16 August to participate therein as an invited non-Member 

State, and to participate as an invited non-Member State in Sub-Committee В of the 

Regional Committee, Similarly, the Republic of the Ivoxy Coast, the Republic of 

Upper Volta, the Republic of the Niger and the Federation of Mali were invited to 

participate as non-Member States at the session of the Regional Committee for 

Africa, 

As regards advisory assistance and technical services provided to countries 

by the Organization, in accordance with the objectives and functions set forth in 

the Constitution, the Director-General has taken the position that the termination 

of the status of associate membership should not result in the discontinuance of 
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such assistance and services, since the terms of the Constitution do not restrict 

their provision to Member States alone and it has accordingly been the policy of 

the Organization to continue such services pending the full membership of former 

Associate Members. 

It should be noted that the particular problem which arises can occur in 

either of the periods: 

(a) Between a session of the General Assembly of the United Nations (since 

upon admission to membership in the United Nations, a State may become a 

Member of Ш 0 by simple acceptance of the Constitution under Article I4.) and 

the opening of the World Health Assembly^ or 

(b) Between the World Health Assembly and the following session of the 

General Assembly of the United Nations. 

Thus, a practical problem will only arise with regard to participation in 

Regional Committee meetings, which, as has been stated above, has been dealt with 

by issuing, where appropriate, invitations to send observers. Moreover, the 

position of such observers within the Regional Committees does not substantially 

differ from that of the representatives of Associate Members, in view of the 

restriction on the voting rights of such representatives. 

It would be possible to facilitate the accession of former Associate Members 

to full Membership of the Organization during Health Assembly sessions in those 

cases where the country in question attains independence very shortly before or 

after the expiration of the thirty days time limit for the submission of the 

application referred to in Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure. Specifically, the 

Rules of Procedure could be supplemented to provide that in the case of applica-

tions for membership made by former Associate Members of the Organization, such 

applications would be receivable at any time by the Health Assembly during a 

session. Moreover, it appears that there is no express or implied provision in 

the Constitution which would prevent the Health Assembly, acting in pursuance of 

its authority to interpret the Constitution under Article 7^, from according to 

those Associate Members which attain independence, and expressly state their 
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intention to become full Members of the Organization, the continuing enjoyment, 

of the rights and privileges of associate membership pending the full membership 

of the State concerned. 

After examining the resolution of the Regional Committee in the light of 

these suggestions, the Executive Board, at its twenty-seveoth session, adopted 

Resolution EB27.R25, which is transmitted to the Health Assembly for consideration, 

in accordance with Article 73> of the Constitution and the relevant provisions of 

the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. 


