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INCREASE-IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Report on the entry-into-force of the amendments to the Constitution 

The Director-General has the. honour to report to the Health Assembly that hé 
bas received a letter from the ¡Secretary-General of the United Nations advising 
him of the entry-intç» force of .the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the-
Constitution. The text of this letter is set out below. 

LETTER DATED 15 NOVEMBER i960 ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

t . " ' . * I 

"I wish to refer to my cable No. 307, informing you of the 
deposit, on 25 October i960, of.the instrument of acceptance by 
Luxembourg of the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the World 
Health'Organization Constitution, and. advising you of the entry 
into force of the amendments on 25 October i960, 

As of that date, the amendments had béen accepted by thé 
following States, which represented two-thirds of the 95 States, 
then Members of the Organizations 

Afghanistan Federation of Malaya Netherlands 
Albania Finland New Zealand 
Australia Ghana Niger 
Austria Greece Norway-
Belgium Guinea Pakistan 
Bulgaria Honduras Paraguay 
Burma India Philippines 
Cambodia Indonesia Poland 
Cameroun Iran Spain 
Canada Iraq Sudan 
Central African Ireland Sweden 
Republic Israel Switzerland 

Ceylon .Jordan Thailand 
Chile Republic of Korea Togo 
China Kuwait Tunisia 
Cuba Laos Union of Soviet 
Dahomey Libya Socialist Republics 
Denmark Luxembourg United' Arab Republic 
Dominican Republic Mali United Kingdom 
Ecuador Mexico Upper Volta 
El Salvador Morocco Republic of Viet-Nam 
Ethiopia Nepal Yugoslavia 



In this connexion, I wish to refer to Article 73 of the Constitution 
which provides that "Amendments shall come into force for all Members 
when adopted by a two-thirds vote of the World Health Assembly and 
accepted by two-thirds of the Members in accordance with their 
respective constitutional processes". 

We are continuing to receive acceptances beyond the necessary 
two-thirds although these acceptances no longer have any operative effect, 
the State concerned being already bound by virtue of Article 73. On the 
other hand, we recognize that States would probably wish to be on record 
as having accepted the amendments, and therefore it seems that the 
Secretary-General is obliged to continue to accept such instruments in 
deposit. However, notification to the other parties to the Constitution 
would seem to be unnecessary since the acceptances have no legal effect 
and they may be informed through the monthly publications on treaties. 
Moreover, such notifications might create a misimpression concerning the 
effect of subsequent acceptances. We therefore are adopting the 
following procedures with regard to future acceptances of the amendments: 

1. We shall continue to notify you of all acceptances, but will not 
send notifications to the other Members of the WHO. 

2. We shall continue to record acceptances of the amendments in our 
publication Status of Multilateral Conventions (St/lEg/з, Rev.l) and in 
the United Nations Treaty Series and will include a note essentially in 
the following terms; 

"The amendments came into force for all States then Members 
of the WHO, on 25 October i960, in accordance with Article 73 of 
the Constitution. Acceptances received subsequent to that date 
are included solely for the purpose of presenting a complete 
record of deposit." 
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