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ACTION IN RESPECT OF INTERNATIONA!. CONVENIONS ON 
NARCOTIC DRUGS 

The Director-General has received from the Chairman of the International Liaison 
Committee of the World Medical Association a communication as follows: 

"At its last session in April I960, the Council of the World Medical 
Association again considered the Single Draft Convention governing narcotic 
drugs, and is of the opinion that it would be desirable to make known to 
the delegations of the Health Assembly the difficulties with which physicians 
would be confronted in the accomplishment of their duties if some of the 
provisions of the proposed Convention were applied." 

This communication was accompanied by a letter from Dr Louis Bauer, Secretary-
General of the Association, the text of which is as follows: 

"The Council of the World Medical Association has instructed me to 
write to you relative to the proposed Single uraft Convention governing 
narcotic drugs. 

It is our understanding that the Draft Convention is being formulated 
within the framework of the United Nations. 

This Convention, we understand, is an attempt to merge the existing 
numerous conventions into a single Convention and is currently being studied 
by the World Health Organization, 

It is our further understanding that under this Single Draft Convention, 
it would become a criminal offence for a doctor to transport even a single 
vial of narcotic such as morphine to another country and that Customs officers 
would enforce this restriction. 

Should this Single Draft Convention be adopted, it would invalidate all 
previous treaties and would make it virtually impossible for a doctor to 
deliver medical care to people in a country bordering on his own. In 
addition, it would make it impossible for a doctor to have in his possession 
the necessary narcotic for treating a patient that he was accompanying from 
one country to another. 
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This would apply also to doctors accompanying group tours, Frequently 
such tours have a doctor in attendance to render eraergency medical care to 
members of th'e .tour,.' 

This also would interfere with medical teams rendering aid in disasters 
or epidemics in other countries where it would be necessary to import the 
essential drugs for treatment of various conditions arising secondary to the 
disaster or epidemic. 

The Council has further instructed me to appeal to the World Health 
Organization in the name of all doctors and patients in the world, to urge 
that this Single Draft Convention on Narcotics not be put into effect as it 
would be detrimental to medical practice and medical assistance between 
countries. 

If the .World Health Organization agrees with this stated opinion of the 
World Medical Association,. I. would appreciate it if you .would indicate to 
me in what ways the World Medical Association might take further steps to 
prevent the enactment of âuch a provision. 

Are there other Agencies of the United Nations before whom this appeal 
should be placed?" 


