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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Report by the Director -General 

1.1 At its twenty- fourth session, the Executive Board adopted resolution EB24.R22 

which reads as follows: 

"Considering that the Twelfth World Health Assembly requested the 
Executive Board and the Director -General to present a full report on the 
holding of an International Health and Medical Research Year to the 
Thirteenth World Health Assembly (resolution WHAl2.28),1 

"1. REQUESTS the Director -General to obtain the suggestions of Member 
States and Associate Members on the question and to ask the regional 
committees to discuss it at their next sessions and submit any comments or 
suggestions they would wish to make; and for this purpose supply to the 
governments and regional committees the necessary documentation on the 
debates which took place at the Twelfth World Health Assembly and at the 
twenty -third and twenty -fourth sessions of the Executive Board; further 

"2. REQUESTS the Director -General to submit to the Executive Board at 
its twenty -fifth session a report on the replies he has obtained and on 
the suggestions he would recommend the Board to elaborate for the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly related to the subject of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year, including its goals, programme, time-table and 

material resources." 

1.2 On 27 July 1959 the Director -General sent a letter with the relevant documentation 

to all Member States and Associate Members, inviting them to transmit their suggest• 

ions not later than 15 October 1959 on the proposal to hold an International Health 

and Medical Research Year, especially in respect of tke goal, the programme, the 

timing and the financing of the Year. . 

1.3 The subject was also placed on the agenda of the regional committees and 

debated at their annual meetings which took place in September and/or October 1959. 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed., p. 385 
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Action of the regional committees 

2.1 As a result of their consideration of the proposal to hold an International Health 

and Medical Research Year, the Regional Committees for Africa, the Eastern Mediterranean 

(Sub -committees A & B) and South -East Asia recommended that the holding of the Year be 

postponed for the present. This recommendation was mainly based on the consideration 

that the expenditure and efforts involved in the project would not be commensurable 

with the results to be obtained. The Regional Committee for Africa further considered 

that the 'lumber of health projects currently undertaken or planned in Africa and else- 

where rectired the use of all resources available if they were to be brought to a 

successfU conclusion, and the Regional Committee for South -East Asia doubted that the 

health ainistrations of the Region would have the necessary resources in the near 

future to participate effectively in the holding of an International Health and Medical 

Research 'year. 

2.2 The Regional Committee for the Americas agreed with the concept of the Year and, 

in its reevant resolution, urged governments to forward their suggestions to the 

Director-General and start preparing plans for the celebration of the Year. 

2.3 The Regional Committee for Europe expressed interest in a planned and co- ordinated 

International Health and Medical Research Year with defined aims and objectives and 

considered that if the Assembly should decide to hold the Year, the corresponding costs 

should be included in the Regular Budget in place of items of less priority, unless 

voluntary contributions were received for this purpose. 

2.4 The regional Committee for the Western Pacific did not give its views on the 

subject but transmitted the minutes of the discussion to the Director- General for his 

consideration and any necessary action.. 

2.5 The texts of the resolutions on the International Health and Medical Research 

Year adopted by the regional committees and the minutes of the discussion on the subject 

are attached to this report (Annexes II and III). 

3. Replies received from Member States and Associate Members 

3.1 As of 30 December 1959, twenty -eight Member States cnd Associate Members had sent 

substantial replies to the Director -General's circular letter mentioned above; Ore 

Мember State had stated that it would send its comments at a later date, two Members 

had indicated they had no comments to mare, and eight Member States had acknowledged 

the receipt of the letter and indicated that it had been transmitted to their competent 

dерa canerts for ecisideratial, 
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3.2 Out of the twenty -seven Member States and Associate Members which sent substantial 

replies, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, the Federation of Malaya, Finland, Greece, Mexico, 

Poland, Sudan, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR, the United Arab Republic, the United States 

of America, Viet Nam and Yugoslavia concurred explicitly or implicitly with the proposal 

to hold an International Health and Medical Research Year and submitted suggestions 

in respect of various aspects related to the holding of the Year. 

3.3 Cambodia considered that in spite of its usefulness, an International Health and 

Medical Research Year would be costly and could affect the efforts of the Organization 

to p°ovide funds for the important programmes already under way. It therefore regretted 

. not being in a position to submit any suggestions on the subject. The United Kingdom 

in its reply merely suggested that on the research content of the Year the views and 

advice of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research should be obtained, if the 

Thirteenth World Health Assembly decided to include the International Health and Medical 

Research Year in a future programme of the Organization. Sweden supported the proposal 

with "great hesitation" in view of its financial implications and uncertainty that it 

would stimulate sufficient interest. 

3.4 The suggestions received relate to the objectives, the programme, the financing, 

the machinery, the timing, the co- operation with other agencies, etc. In view of the 

number and great variety of the suggestions received, especially in connexion with the 

programme and possible sources of financing, the substantial parts of the replies from 

the above -mentioned Member States are reproduced in Annex I to this report. 

3.5 Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, India, Lebanon, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Nigeria, Pakistan and Switzerland thought in essence either that the results of such 

a Year would not be commensurate with the cost of organizing it, or that the time was 

not opportune for holding an International Health and Medical Research Year in view of 

the new commitments which WHO is undertaking. The opinion was also expressed that any 

additional funds available would be better devoted to existing vital health programmes, 

especially to health education and medical research, that the measures suggested under 

the proposal to hold an International Health and Medical Research Year could not be 

distinguished from the normal day -to -day activities and that such a proposal should be 

backed by a vast majority of countries, which was not the case. Switzerland made a 

number of suggestions in respect of the financing and the research programme of the 

Year, should it be held. The substantial part of the replies from the Member States 

and Associate Members listed above are also reproduced in Annex I to this report. 
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4. Conclusion 

4.1 In the absence of replies from nearly two -thirds of the Member States and Associate 

Members and in view of the different positions taken by the regional committees, it is 

not possible to assess the prevailing attitude in respect of the proposal to hold an 

International Health and Medical Research Year. However, in accordance with the request 

in paragraph 2 of resolution ЕB24.R22, quoted in paragraph 1.1 above, the Director? 

General presents the following comments which can be taken into consideration by the Board, 

if it believes that the time has now come when it can recommend to the Thirteenth World 

Health Assembly the holding of such a Year. 

4.2 The value and importance of holding an International Health and Medical Research 

Year has been appreciated by the World Health Assembly in its resolution WНА12.28 and 

no objection has been raised as to the principle of such a project. 

4.5 There are growing indications that the efforts to accelerate the development of 

less privileged countries in the world could gain a new momentum in the coming decade. 

Should these previsions materialize, specific efforts would be necessary in order to 

place health in the right perspective with regard to the new resources which might 

become available for international economic and social action. 

4.4 Any increase in the present rate of development of the less -developed countries 

should create new facilities for health work. On the other hand, industrialization, 

urbanization, an unprecedented rate of world population growth and possible uses of 

outer space would create problems of new dimension and nature. 

4.5 There are diverging opinions as to the originally suggested programme of an 

International Health and Medical Research Year, its financing and timing. A number of 

countries do not see particular interest in holding a Year, the programme of which is 

primarily centred on the "intsensification" of advisory activities that are already 

carried out by WHO as part of its normal work; the expansion of projects for malaria 

eradication, the control of communicable diseases, the development of health administration, 

training, etc. are considered as an orderly process which in the last instance depends on 

the countries concerned, their request for assistance from WHO and the possibility of 

matching such assistance. With regard to medical research, doubts seem to exist as to the 

opportunity of envisaging the intensification of activities in the research field at 

the very moment when WHO is laying down a basis for the expansion of research activities. 
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't.'б In view of thesеΡ considerations it might be convenient to envisage the holding 

of an International Health and Medical Research Year as an exceptional event which 

.3hоuld be 3n the first instance devoted to some specific activities fostering the aims 

of WHO: 

(a) The programme of the Year might be primarily centred on the broadening 

of the world knowledge of health problems, their prevalence and impact on social 

and economic development, the assessing of the world means necessary for the 

solution of these problems, with possibly a simultaneous attempt to foresee 

the health problems in the world during the next two generations - the remainder 

of the twentieth century; 

(b) Parallel to this, countries could be invited to develop their individual 

national programmes in the way which best suits their needs and conditions; 

specific projects carried out through bilateral or multilateral assistance 

with the co- operation of WHO could also be undertaken. It is in this connexion 

that intensification of WHO's regular activities comes into the picture. But, 

while this was the min aspect of the programme of the Year previously outlined, 

it should be only a supplementary aspect depending entirely on the decision 

of each country or countries concerned in the case of bilateral or multilateral 

projects. 

4.7 Thus conceived, an International Health and Medical Research Year should help 

WHO to probe into the future and foresee the trend of its work for the next decade 

or two; it would undoubtedly provide an opportunity to attract world attention to 

health problems, both current and future, to obtain wider public support for the 

Organization's work and possibly additional funds for health work generally. By its 

very nature, a programme of the Year as outlined above calls for joint and co- ordinated 

undertakings to be carried out in a given period of time. A Year of such a nature and 

scope could more appropriately be termed World Health Year. 

4.8 The expenditure involved in the holding of the Year seems to be one of the main 

reasons for the reserved attitude taken by a number of countries towards the project. 

It is felt that the cost of the project should neither be borne by the WHO Regular 

Budget nor affect the financing of other activities of the Organization. The holding 

of the Year should t:..,: o е L,e financed through voluntary funds and its cost limited 

to the extent to which voluntary con'::° butions are forthcoming. 
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5. Sugеstions 

5.1 Taking into account the above -mentioned considerations, the Director -General 

suggests to the Board that it may wish to consider the following progressive approach 

in respect of the proposal to hold a World Health Year: 

(a) To accept in principle the proposal to hold a World Health Year as a 

valuable and important step to further the aims of the Constitution of WHO, 

"the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health ". 

(b) To outline the nature and scope of a World Health Year on the basis of 

the considerations advanced above and suggestions mentioned in paragraph 4.6 

related to the programme of such a Year. 

(e) To recommend the Thirteenth World Health Assembly 

(i) to accept in principle the proposal to hold a World Health Year 

of the nature and scope outlined by the Board; 

(ii) to establish the procedure and timing for the elaboration and 

consideration of a detailed programme; 

(iii) to request the Director -General to communicate with the Member 

States and Associate Members regarding the financing of the Year in 

order that they may consider the matter so as to be in a position to 

indicate at the Fourteenth World Health Assembly their preliminary 

prospects for making voluntary contributions; and 

(iv) to fix a tentative date for the beginning of the Year, such date 

to be observed if it is shown that at least a minimum of voluntary funds 

will be secured, and if a programme is elaborated in which a vast majority 

of Member States will participate. 
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ANNEX 1 

(Letter dated 18 December 1959) 

. . I have the honour to inform you that the Royal Government of Cambodia already 
had the occasion, through its delegation to the Twelfth World Health Assembly, to 
define its attitude on this subject. 

The Cambodian Government, in fact, considers that, in spite of its great usefulness, 
such a "Year" would be very costly and would mean a dispersal of WHO's financial 
resources which should, as a priority, be devoted to the east programme already in 
progress for the combating of communicable diseases which are widespread throughout 
the world. For example, the malaria eradication programme, in process of implementat.on, 
is already suffering from a shortage of funds. 

CANADA 

(Letter dated 15 October 1959) 

. . our position regarding this matter remains unchanged from that indicated in 
the Committee on Program and Budget of the Twelfth World Health Assembly. 

In brief, the Canadian delegation speaking with knowledge only of circumstances 
in its own country expressed the belief that the results of a Health and Medical 
Research Year would not be commensurate with the cost of organizing it. The delegation 

further recorded its agreement with those who considered that any additional funds 
available would be better devoted to existing eitаl health programs and drew attention 
especially to that for malaria eradication. 

Consequently, we have no suggestions to offer with respect to the specific 
points explicitly mentioned in the final paragraph of Resolution EB2k.R22. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

(Letter dated 5 December 1959) 

. The Czechoslovak Government welcomes the idea embodied in resolution 
1283/$III/ of the United Nations General Assembly concerning the inauguration of the 
International Health and Medical Research Year, because this deeply humanitarian idea 
is not only in harmony with tasks that should be carried out in the fields of social 
welfare and public health by the United Nations Organization in general and the World 
Health Organization in particular, but also with the policy of the Czechoslovak 
Government, which has always considered care for the health of population to be of 
primary importance. The idea to inaugurate the International Health and Medical 
Research Year is also in full harmony with Czechoslovakia's policy of attaching great 
importance to broad international co- operation in various fields including health. 

Therefore, proposal to carry out this international project met with full support 
of Czechoslovak Delegations to the Thirteenth Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Twelfth World Health Assembly. 

Recent-years have witnessed a great advancement of the medical science bringing 
in its wake steady improvement in health care all over the world. In spite of this 
progress, however, many serious and dangerous diseases are still widespread in the 
majority of countries all over the world claiming millions of human lives. 

In the opinion of the Czechoslovak Government the struggle against dangerous 
and insidious diseases would be most effective if all the countries and the relevant 
international organizations pool their efforts and arrange for a broadest possible 
exchange of experiences. International co- operation in the field of health care is 

not new, of course. However, it is desirable to intensify this co- operation and 
extend its scope so that it may become a most effective method in the struggle for 
the health of mankind. 

The Czechoslovak Government is of the opinion that the International Health and 
Medical Research Year can make a significant contribution toward this aim as well as 
to the development and strengthening of peaceful co- operation among nations. Though 
it can hardly be expected that in questions so intricate as are the problems in health 
care decisive results could be achieved within a single year, we are convinced that 

if suitable problems are chosen for solution this international project could bring 
substantially nearer the attainment of a higher standard of health care in the world 

at least in some respects. 

The Czechoslovak Government deems it right to recommend that actions taken under 

the International Health and Medical Research Year be based on national schemes in 

individual countries, because in many of these countries plans have been drafted 
already for the advancement of health care and struggle against those diseases from 
which the population of each respective country suffers most. 
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As regards the selection of a suitable range of problems to be solved under the 
International Нealth and Medical Research Yеа', the C :eoheslovak Government suggests 
that such problems le selected as would interest as many countries as possible. A 

major world problem in health care is the gradual liquidation of infectious diseases 
occurring on a large scale, The International Health and Medical Research Year 
should therefore cononntrate on this problem extending maximum assistance to countries 
where infectious diseases are most w;desp,Fаd and which, as a result of their previous 
long colonial dependence, have not as yet developed adequately their systems of . 

national health care... 

Within the framework of the International Health and Medical Research Year 
adequate attention should be given to important problems arising from a rapid increase 
in the incidence of some chronic diseases on a large scale as malignant tumours, 
diseases of the cardiovascular system, etc, 

The Czechoslovak Government is also of the opinion that an important task under 

the International Health and Me''ieal Research Year will be to draw the attention of 
government. and world public opinion to the fact that also many other economic, social 
and cultural factors which constitute necessary prerequisites for healthy life are 
closely connected with the question of the protection of health of population: 

Being convinced that it is desirable and useful to inaugurate the International 

Health and Medical Research Year, the Czechoslovak Government is of the opinion that 
steps to this end should be taken as soon as possible 

D ''"" 

(Letter dated 17 ITovembеr 1959) 

in conformity with the attitude taken up by the Danish delegation to the 
Twelfth World Health Assembly - the Danish Government ie of the decided opinion that 

for the time being, when the World Health Organization is in the middle of its 

with comprehensive and very impertant concerns, to the solution of which the necessary 

funds only with great difficulties are obtained, it would not be correct to commit 
in addition the Organization in a far - reaching way toiczards the project under 
consideration which in the main does only more indirectly contribute to the fight againet 

and eradication of diseases, 

Considering this fundamental point of view I regret that I do not feel myself 
in a position to make any specific suggestions as regards the goal, the programme 

and the timing of the said project, 

As far as the financing of an ::-itеrnatïonal Health and P ".edical Re earch Year is 

concerned I bog to refer to resolution гΡZ .9, 0 X1:1, .o 'г., ptcd ,- t'h: Regional Co mittee 
for Europe at its ninth ssssion in September 19 n_.:eh Gevernment fully 

endorses the principles of th�.s resolution which wa:> also supported by the гaеish 
delegation to the Regional Committee., 
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ECUADOR 

(Translation from Spanish) 

(Letter dated 3 September 1959) 

. I have pleasure in replying as follows: 

(1) completion of the final stages of the reorganization., of the national 
health service, in accordance with the Agreement ento?ed into with the World 
Health Organization; 

(2) completion of the corresponding stages of the programmes for the 

eradication of malaria and of smallpox, especially with respect to co- ordination 
with countries on our frontiers; 

(3) implementation of health education programmes aimed at preventing the 
diseases of infancy and reducing infant mortality; 

(4) operation of a campaign for the prevention and treatment of leprosy seeing 

that the WHO/PAIl consultant will arrive this year to study this problem; 

(5) the Department of Sanitary Engineering, in co- ordination with the 

international organizations and 'with the municipalities, will be required to 

deal effectively with the problem of installing potable water supplies in 

localities where they do not yet exist, and of improving the service in those 

towns which are already supplied with potable water. 

Obviously, some thought must be given to the necessary financial means, which 

should be provided for in the Proposed Budget which will be submitted in 1960 for 

the year 1961, the year of the celebration. The World Health Organization, through 

the Zonal Office for our country, would be required, under this programme, to send 

us any necessary consultants. 

FEDERATION OF MALAYA 

(Letter dated 10 November 1959) 

Further to this Ministry's letter Nc. (8) in even series, I am directed to 

forward herewith two Papers - on leprosy and diabetes respectively - in which you 

will find the reasons why the Federation of Malaya has requested one of these subjects 

to be adopted for the International Health and Medical Research Year. It is hoped 

that favourable consideration will be given to this request that one of the subjects 

will be approved. 
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Diabetes Mellitus in Malaya as a 
subject for research 

Importance of the syndrome of diabetes mellitus in Malaya 

In 1957, 1+05 diabetics were admitted to Government Hospitals in Malaya, of whom 
71 died. This mortality rate suggests that only severe cases were admitted. The 
number of new outpatient cases in Government hospitals in Malaya that year is given 
as 2989. The number attending private doctcrs, who practice mostly in the towns of 
Malaya, is quite unknown. It is probably large. The incidence in rural areas may 
be less than in the towns but is largely unknown apart from the experience of private 
doctors looking after estates and mines. It is probable that the world -wide increase 
in this disease also affects Malaya. 

Fortunately, the social facts about this disease can be obtained without great 
difficulty by the method of survey in selected areas. Urine testing in diabetes can 
give information in a similar way to mass miniature radiography in tuberculosis. In 
the same way as in tuberculosis it is probable that large numbers of symptomless 
patients would be found. The survey might collect information on numbers of patients 
showing sugar in the urine two hours after a carbohydrate meal, the race, sex, occupation 
age, area of residence and other social factors being noted on a punched card system. 

What is being done and what could be done for diabetics in this country 

The poor, the uneducated and the rural dwellers are very difficult to treat. 
One has to consider the actual medical facilities in the country and the present 
available methods of treatment. It is likely that our problem in Malaya is similar 
to that throughout the poorer and largely undeveloped areas of the world. It is my 
personal belief that the type of diabetes which occurs in this country is largely 
preventable if the tendency to hyperglycaemia and glycosuria is detected early and a 
suitable regime of diet and exercise adopted. Because diabetes presents in this 
country as a mild disease, seen largely in the form of its chronic complications, 
there is not the fear and consciousness of the disease which is shown in the case of 
tuberculosis, and therefore it is not easy to persuade patients to tolerate much 
inconvenience in controlling the disease. 

Clinical phenomena of the disease 

In the main the clinical description cf insulin -resistant diabetes in the text 
books written in Britain and America approximates to our findings in this country. 
Diabetes is much commoner in the middle and older age - groups but even the occasional 
case seen in the younger person is generally insulin -resistant. Diabetic coma 
occurs, but is relatively rare. Not all these patients are obese but nearly all 
show little tendency to ketosis in spite often of gangrene or severe infection. 
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Etiology 

Diet 

Much information has been obtained by the nutrition division of the Institute 
for Medical Research on diets eaten in this country by the different races. 
Clinical experience confirms the importance of diet in the type of diabetic syndrome 
which is most common in Malaya. Occasionally one is able to know the effect of 
change of diet and climate on Malayans visiting other countries as students, etc. 
Improvement often occurs on reducing the amount of rice and increasing the amount of 
protein in the diet. Typical diabetic blood sugar curves may return to normal 
within a few months on dietetic treatment alone. 

Exercise 

Diabetes is commonly seen among clerks and comparatively rarely among labourers. 
The clerks are often not obese and the labourers rarely so. Private doctors visiting 
rubber estates and tin mines have information on this point. I believe that the 
important factor is the amount of physical exercise taken and that racial susceptibility 
is less important. Rest may be important in treatment. 

Race 

• Hospital statistics have a certain bias, but the impression from these, and from 
the experience of private practitioners, is that diabetes is more common in Indians 
than in Chinese and least common in Malays. 

Вех 

In the middle and older age- groups diabetes seems to be about equally common in 
men and women. It is relatively rare among women of child bearing age. 

Treatment 

Dietetic treatment is of great importance, but presents great difficulties among 
the poor and uneducated. The great insulin -resistance of the disease has been 
investigated here particularly by Dr Hobson and we have noted, for example, patients 
requiring several hundred units of protamine zinc insulin a day before blood sugar 

can be restored to normal, having a normal blood sugar without insulin within a few 

weeks. Many examples of this kind are available and Dr Wells in Singapore and others 
have noted in the medioal literature the remarkable tendency of diabetes in this 
country to improve and to relapse. This is our own experience and that of other 

doctors in this country to whom we have spoken. The hope that the new oral anti - 

diabetic drugs would solve the difficult problem of injections of insulin in an 

uneducated population has up to the present been disappointed. The present drugs 

seem to be adequate to substitute for perhaps 4+0 units of insulin per day but this is 

inadequate for most of our extremely insulin -resistant patients to enable control by 
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dietetic and oral drug administration. No doubt more potent oral preparations will 
be developed, but one feels that the development of an insulin effective by mouth or 
similar natural substance must be the best solution for those diabetics whose diabetes 
has not been prevented in the early stages by diet and suitable muscular exercise. 
It is of interest to point out that some patients attend private doctors for insulin 
injections, but cannot afford perhaps more than two injections a week and yet by this 
method a surprisingly good control is sometimes obtained. Some kind of cumulative 
action may occur which might be investigated further. 

The hospitals in Kuala Lumpur are always short of beds, but there are invariably 
diabetics occupying beds for long periods who should be studied more fully than has so 
far been possible. A common example is the diabetic with a septic or gangrenous foot 
who has insufficient education to enable him to give his own injections of insulin and 
who is immobilized so that he cannot attend hospital daily. Much out -patient diabetic 
work is done, patients attending daily for insulin injections but this provision is not 
possible for outstation patients to the extent that is necessary and in rural areas 
study could be made of diabetics who have long been untreated. Information is needed 
about the relationship of long untreated diabetes to the various complications, arterial 
degenerations, etc. associated with this disease. 

Research Programme 

(1) Social medicine: Investigations of etiology 

It may be possible for WHO to work in association with the department of 
social medicine in the University of Malaya on some of the points mentioned above. 

(2) Detailed investigation of selected yatients in hospital by clinical 
and biochemical methods 

The blood levels of insulin may be determined by modern methods. Radio- 
active tracer studies may be made on the fate of ingested foodstuffs. If it is 

possible to tag various preparations of insulin and to trace their fate in the 
body after injection, it is possible that the peculiar form of diabetes which 
occurs in this country may reveal secrets of metabolism of the greatest importance. 
Beds could be made available in many areas of Malaya for these special studies 
bцt staff is very short and the facilities to be provided by WHO should include 
clinicians, physiologists, and biochemists acquainted with special methods of 
estimation of minute quantities of insulin and with tracer studies. Some 

apparatus for tracer studies is available at the Institute for Medical Research 
where it has been used for investigation of anaemia, but it is likely that more 
special apparatus would have to be lent. 

Summary 

It is believed that the type of disease and the conditions and facilities in this 
country provide an excellent opportunity for research into this syndrome of diabetes 
mellitus of which so little is known and that the findings might be of world -wide 
importance. 
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L EfHCS : 

Although the causative organism of leprosy was first recognized by Hansen as long 

ago as F72, our knowledge of leprosy today is pгob.bly less than that of any other 

importatt infectious disease, Carpenter and Naylor- Foote, in the chapter on the 

Bacterie ogy of Leprosy in Cochrane's recently published, ''Leprosy in Theory and 

Practice write: `'Leprosy has been known and recorded throughout history, yet remains 

an enigтт The disease presents an unparal.lel challenge to the sociologist, the 

bacteriologist, the pathologist, the epidemiologist, the pharmacologist, and the 

praetiti)zer of medicine. It is estimated that from nine to twelve million.persons 

are suffering from leprosy today. No other disuse is so widespread and devastating 

in its e°ect. Many of the plagues of mankind - tuberculosis, yellow fever, malaria, 

syphilis,. ankylostomiasis, brucellosis, and schistosomiasis - are now controllable, 

but comр�.rable progress has not been made in the control of.Hansen's infection. 

Until recently, modern facilities for extensive laboratory research in leprosy 

have been physically separate from patiente and from clinicians familiar with the 
disease. Eventually, juxtaposition of adequate laboratory facilities, technical 

skills, and the patient will permit us to solve the problems presented by this 

disease." 

Thee: are at least four main reasons for the scantiness of modern knowledge of 

leprosy. 

(1) It is now largely a disease of the so- called "less well developed countries ". 

Therefore leprosaria, whether government or MiL ion sponsored, have almost 

inva?.ia.bly been short of mounds, equipment and staff. Moreover, because of the 

relative isolation of leprosaria, leprologists have in most cases been isolated 

from other branches of medicine, with a result that new knowledge, new techniques, 

and new therapy developed in general med cine have frequently only slowly been 

applied to leprosy., Тh a conditions both for discovering new facts about 
leprosy and for applying new knowledge to leprosy have been bad. 

(2) :t is unlikely that the leprosy bacillus has ever been grown outside the 

human body. As a result all new drugs hava to be tested in human patients; 

epidemiological studies are severely handic;?pp.d.; and there is no definite 

proof of cure. 

(з) The 
and high 
addition 
with the 

chronic nature of the disease, with an incredibly long incubation period, 

natural l'e _1stanc. , makes any eрiden,i.olгzicC1 study very difficult, In 

there is no test which gí�тes sati,:fa.cto_'y proof of contact of a person 

leprosy bacillus. 

(�!-) ^,: ho disease аррея.гз to beha e сг.;. :ау dif.`_'e;,eiztly in the different races, 

both ln d.=:v°10p:'.1ïs.., and. in :'&S�iOs° to 5ï' .SYi'unt 

1 
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There is therefore an outstanding need for further research in leprosy, under good 
conditions with full laboratory facilities. I would suggest that such research should 
be directed towards some of the following problems. 

(1) Transmission of the disease to other animals than man, to tissue culture, 
and eventually, the in vitro growth cf M. leprae. 

(2) Trial of new drugs, and research into improved methods of application and 
use of present drugs. 

(3) Epidemiological studies. 

(a) An attempt to develop a new antigen or lepromin, which would give 
proof of contact with M. leprae in the same way as a tuberculin preparation 
(in the Mantoux or similar test) gives proof of contact with M. tuberculosis. 

(b) Careful surveys of infected families and their contacts in an attempt 
to increase knowledge of the transmission of the disease. 

(c) Surveys of different racial groups, to assess the importance of these 
different modes of life, diet, etc. on the prevalence and spread of the 
disease. These surveys should also include lepromin testing (or use of 

the new antigen described in (a) above, should it be successfully prepared). 

Finally, I would submit that Malaya is in many ways the country of choice for 
such research. 

(1) Laboratory facilities are available. 

(ii) There is good contact with the Institute for Medical Research, and with 
other branches of the Medical Profession. 

(iii) The incidence of leprosy is high enough (1 -1.9 per cent.) to ensure a 

large enough series of patients. 

(iv) The presence of three main racial groups, all infected with leprosy, is of 

special value for leprosy work. And whereas, much leprosy research must be 
planned to occupy several years, a careful survey in Malaya over the course of 

6 -9 months, may provide most valuable results. 
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FINLAND 

(Letter dated 14 October 1959) 

. . In considering the necessity of holding an International Health and Medical 
Research Year, several important factors should be paid attention to. The proposal 
in question was made with a view to the very successful International Geophysical 
Year. The International Health and Medical Research Year now in question cannot 
right off be compared to the Geophysical Year which was much more technical in 
charaete As far as medical research is concerned the definition of objectives 

and, abore all, securing noteworthy results is considerably more difficult than in the 

case of geophysics. However, if an International Health and Medical Research Year 

were to хх organized, specific clearly defined goals for the undertaking are an 
absolute necessity. Medicine as a whole is a comprehensive science; mere emphasizing of 

the importance of scientific research in the medical field in general would not lead 

to expected results. Therefore, the action taken should be limited to certain clearly 

defined and not too many objectives. Also the goals set for each separate objective 

should be.. made quite•olear. That the purpose of observing the year is not only to 

spread information on the bearing of the task concerned but also to collect funds for 
continued activity may further be taken for granted. A strictly defined goal is even 

then a natural condition of successful action. The present programmes of the World 

Health Organization comprise already a great variety of unfinished projects all 
requiring intensified activities for their final implementation. Therefore all 

efforts during the International Health and Medical Research Year should be concentrated 
on their financing. Among such programmes malaria, above all, but also smallpox 

eradication campaigns are to be mentioned. To those belongs further the problem of 

environmental sanitation with its vital subproblem of safe drinking water both of 

which were dealt with by the last World Health Assembly. It could even be thought 

that the activities during the planned Year could be concentrated on the universal 

solution of the drinking water problem so that adequately safe drinking water were 
secured in sufficient quantities in all parts of the world. Should it, however, be 

considered that drinking water problems alone were too limited for a whole year's 

programme, it could be extended to include the whole scope of environmental sanitation, 

and during the year different aspects of the field in question could then be brought 

into the limelight according to a speci.l scheme. 

With regard to the objectives of medical research during the planned Year, World 

Health Organization should, above all, attach attention to the health surveys on which 

the whole work and all the plans for the future work of the public health workers are 

based. Such research regarding public health work proper is of first -rate importance 

in planning future measures for the promotion of public health, and includes various 

studies on the epidemiology of diseases as well as the frequency of accidents with 

other connected work, and also the studies aimed at the quantitative and qualitative 

evaluation of the health needs of populations and certain population groups so that 

the health needs of populations and certain population groups so that the health 

authorities would know for their guidance what is expected from them. On the other 

hand, the reasons why the health authorities concerned have failed in satisfying those 

needs should be clarified in detail. What should be done for intensifying their 
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activities and improving the standard of public health in the country concerned? 
Such field surveys require much time and funds. Nevertheless, they are to be 
considered as fundamental and, therefore, WHO should particularly support those studies. 
They are also in conformity with the Constitution and belong to the measures the 
organization is expected to take. 

Another important matter where WHO, in compliance with its Constitution, also 
could take action is the co- ordination of medical research. For the solution of this 
problem the International Health and Medical Research Year would offer a unique 
opportunity. In the present -day world, double and even multiple research, work is 
carried out to a regrettable extent resulting in considerable waste of work and time 
and even material resources. This, of course, should be avoided according to 
possibilities. Avoidance of double research work would signify appreciable savings 
which again could be used for financing other research work. WHO should take initiative 
to the effect that certain Research Institutes in different countries would unertake to 
keep records of all research work carried out in their respective fields of medicine. 
Such a recording centre would collect information on all medical research work 
performed in its own field in the different parts of the world, and would v.v. also 
disseminate the information thus collected to these interested. The creation of a 
network of these recording centres could be taken as one of the objectives of the Year 
devoted to Medical Research. 

In this connexion attention should also be paid to the great and urgent health 
problem brought about by the increased use of atomic energy. The question of radiation 
protection is one of the most important public health problems of our time and for the 
future. One eight think that this question could, in one way or another, be included in 
the programme of the planned year. 

As to the timetable of the planned International Health and Research Year, it is 

most important that no other universal year connected with health or medicine is 
observed simultaneously. The year should be chosen so that it would allow sufficient 

time for the preparations of the project not only at the WHO Headquarters and Regional 
Offices but also in the Member States. Therefore, it would seem most recommendable 
that the planned action be postponed to the year 1963. 

With regard to financing the proposed International Health and Medical Research 
Year it would be essential that means for neh special activity could be found outside 

the Organization's regular budget. On the other hand, it is highly desirable that 

funds from the regular budget be used for the intensification of the Organization's 
already approved medical research programmes. 
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FRANCE 

(Translation from French) 

(Letter dated 18 November 1959) 

. . . I have the honour to inform you that I am not in a position to make - in 
accordance with the desire expressed in your letter - any concrete suggestions on 
this subject. While being aware of the general motives which prompted the preparation 
of the project in question, I consider that such an undertaking, whose effectiveness 
would certainly be somewhat limited, is not completely in accordance with present 
needs. 

Improvement of health is, in my view, brought about by continuous and persevering 
effort; reseatrch work in particular should be carried out in the silence of the 

laboratories, and it seems to be more dangerous than useful to make advance announcements 
concerning sensational results in the field of research when it is far from certain 
that any important discoveries can - apart from some coincidence - be made in the 
course of an "International Health Year ". If it is a question of drawing the 
attention of the public to health problems, I consider that this task is permanently 
incumbent upon national health services and upon the World Health Organization. 

In these conditions, I feel that it would be preferable to use any credits that 
might be devoted to an "International Health Year" - whether on the national or 
international level - for continuous activities in the field of health education or 
of medical research. 

It is in this spirit that my country will endeavour, as in the past, to 

collaborate actively with your Organization which has already, by its fruitful work, 
made a very valuable contribution to the promotion of the health and well -being of 

mankind. 

GREECE 

(Letter dated 14 October 1959) 

The Greek Government has followed with interest the recent discussions at the 

URO General Assembly and at the Regional Committee for Europe on the above subject and 

in principle is favourable to the idea of organizing such a year. The Government 

will lock towards this year as an additional stimulus to intensify efforts in 

programmes aiming at specified objectives. 
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The fields in which particular endeavours can be made in our country, are mainly 
malaria, rural sanitation more specifically water supply, and cancer. This reflects 
our health conditions where; (a) in malaria we need to make the last effort for its 
eradication, (b) in water supply we plan to initiate a programme in conjunction with 
the establishment of a Demonstration Area in the rural areas of Thessaly and Epirus, 
and (c) in cancer we meet a problem which increases day by day in dimension and 
acuteness. 

In case, therefore, that the organization of the International Year is finally 
decided we shall be ready to co- operate on the international level by whatever way 
will be deemed apprópriate and locally by establishing a National Committee to stimulate 
and co- ordinate efforts. 

Along these lines, however, we would like to make two reservations, namely; 

(a) that Greece will be unable to contribute any additional funds to finance 
the international expenses of the Year, and 

(b) that in the field of medical research our contribution will be of a limited 
character as it will be based on resources in funds and specialized personnel 
which at present are rather restricted, 

Finally, I would like to add that it would need a long preparation to make the 
International Year a success and therefore I do not see the Year being organized 
before 1962, 

ICi,-1t1"� 

(Letter dated 12 October 1959) 

• . In our opinion results obtained by holding an International Health and Medical 
Research Year as proposed are not likely to be such as to justify the cost incurred, 

especially not at a time when the need for additional funds to enable the WHO to carry 
,out thoroughly some more realistic and important international programmes (e.g. Malaria 

eradication, environmental sanitation, intensified medical research programmes) is 

sincerely felt. 

Considering also that the -iirteenth World Health Assembly may, as the Twelfth 
Assembly, refrain from deciding to hold this International Year, we do not wish at 
present to make any specific suggestions relative to the programme or other aspects 
of this matter. 
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INDIA 

(Letter dated 24 October 1959) 

. , I am directed to . . .say that the World Health Organization Regional Committee 
in their twelfth session which was held at Kandy, Ceylon, from 23 to 29 September 1959, 
have recommended that such an activity should not be sponsored by the World Health 
Organization for the time being (vide resolution SEA/RC12%R3). The Indian Delegation 
to the Twelfth Regional Committee have supported that Resolution. We have no further 
comments to offer. 

LEBANON 

(Translation from French) 

(Letter dated 5 November 1959) 

The position of this Department is today the same as that adopted on this 
subject by the Lebanese Delegation at the Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

We will therefore confine ourselves to informing you that Lebanon is opposed to 
the organization in the immediate future of any such undertaking in view of the great 
expense it would entail at a time when projects in process of implementation (malaria, 
smallpox ...) run the risk of failure for lack of adequate funds. In our view, it 

would be preferable to concentrate on successful completion of the present plans of 
operations and thus make it possible, later, to undertake wholeheartedly and 
effectively this new enterprise which would require the general mobilization of all 
means of action, both financial and scientific. 

MEXICO 

(Translation from Spanish) 

(Letter dated 18 September 1959) 

. . It is understandable that many of the countries with organized and efficient 
health services should see no need for the development of special activities such as 
the "International Health and Medical Research Year "; on the other hand, there are 
others, including Mexico, where such manifestations may serve to stimulate those 
health activities which have not been fully developed. 
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In order to overcome the objection which has been made on the grounds of the cost 
of the general programme for the "International health and Medical Research Year ", the 
separate programmes which would be developed in most countries could be of a mainly 
national character, with the possibility of obtaining advice from WHO's technicians 
if and when necessary. 

The national programmes might consist in elucidation of the epidemiology of 
certain diseases, and in the promotion of activities for their control. The diseases . 

themselves would, of course, vary according to country: for example, cholera has 
ceased to be a problem in the countries of the American Continent whereas others 
which are relatively easy to overcome still persist, especially in Latin America; 
these include smallpox, pinta, whooping -cough, diphtheria, tetanus and typhus, to 
mention only a few which can today be effectively controlled and even eradicated. 

So as to respect the essentially international aim of the "Year'', activities 
could be planned on a regional basis for the control of a particular disease in 
several countries - for example, control of typhus which is present in the mountainous 
areas of Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico and Peru. 

The possibility of applying the triple vaccine against tetanus; whooping -cough and 
diphtheria in those South American ce�untries (including Mexico) where it is not 
applied to the majority of schoolchildren might also be examined, In addition, 
statistics relating to these three diseases could be studied as a means of determining 
their importance as a cause of death in Latin America. 

The above remarks lead to the following concrete suggestions: 

1, The value and importance of the "International Health and Medical Research Year" 
is evident, especially for countries - like Mexico - whose health and medical research 
services are not yet sufficiently developed. 

2, The financial objections which caused the postponement of the "International 
Health and Medical Research Year" could be overcome to some extent if the opening 
and closing sessions of the "Year" were made to coincide with two World Health 
Assemblies. 

3., Each country could plan its national programme in accordance with its own needs, 
and the cost of implement trig the programme would be met by the additional funds which 

the respective government would make available for the purpose of the "International 
Health and Medical Research Year ". 

4. The economically developed countries could be responsible for the international 

aspects of the programmes they could, for example, meet requests for technical advice 

either in writing or by sending out technical advisers. 

5. The medical research programmes for the economically weak countries might consist 

in the creation of posts for medical research workers and for teachers in sсhoo1s of 

mdieine, with adequate salaries so as to enable such personnel to devote their whole 

-Lime to their worc;, The more complicated research work to which reference was made 

in the discussions would be undertaken by the more developed countries. 
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NETHERLANDS 

(Letter dated 23 September 1959) 

. . The Netherlands Government is not in favour of this proposal. The main 
considerations for this negative attitude are the following. 

It is certainly of general interest to focus public attention on the need for 
intensifying international co- operation in the field of health and medical research. 

For that reason the Netherlands fully recognize the importance of the annual celebration 
of World Health Day, during which special attention is paid to the improvement of health 

care. The measures suggested under the proposal to hold an International Health and 

Medical Research Year, however, cannot be distinguished from the normal day -to -day 
activities of the World Health Organization. 

Moreover, if ever a proposal, a suggestion or a plan, before embarking on it, 

should be sure of being backed and supported by a vast majority of nations, institutions, 

etc. concerned, it is the organization of a "Year ". This is not the case, as far as 

can be judged. 

The efforts, financial and otherwise, required for the organization of an InternationЁ.. 

Year could therefore, in the view of the Netherlands Government, more appropriately be 

devoted to further WHO's ordinary work programmes. 

The organization of a Year would only detract from implementing WHO's basic 

responsibilities. Although it may seem a contradiction, the objects of the proposal 

to hold a Year can best be served by not carrying it out. 

NEW ZEALAND 

(Letter dated 21 September 1959) 

I have been instructed to inform you that the New Zealand authorities do not 

regard the present as an appropriate time in which to embark upon a project of the 

sort contemplated. The Organization has recently undertaken a medical research 

programme which represents a very substantial development of its activities in the 

research field. It is felt that consideration of the proposal to hold an International 

Health and Medical Research Year should not be proceeded with, at least until the 

results of this programme may be assessed. 

It is not proposed at this stage to offer any comments on the goal, the programme, 

or the financing cf an International Health and Medical Research Year, 
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(Letter dated 14 October 1959) 

The Federation of Nigeria desires to adhere to the decisions taken at the 
ninth session of the Regional Committee for Africa under resolution AFR/RC.9/R.6, 
where it was recommended that the holding of an International Health and Medical 
Research Year be postponed. 

PAKISTAN 

(Letter dated 1) October 1959) 

. . the Government of Pakistan is of the view that the time is not yet opportune 
to hold the International Health and Medical Research Year at the present time. 

POLAND 

(Translation from French) 

(Letter dated 20 November 1959) 

. . I have the honour to inform you of my interest in the International Health and 
Medical Research Year - well prepared and co- ordinated. 

I also have pleasure in communicating my acceptance of the suggestions made in 
resolution EUR/tC9/h11, adopted by the WHO Regional Committee for Europe at its 
eleventh session held from 8 to 11 September 1959 in Bucarest. 
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SUDAN 

(Letter dated 16 August 1959) 

. The Sudan recommends wholehearteedl,y thе proposal, but it will be difficult 

for us to carry out such intensified programme owing to our limitations in finance 

and in research workers. 

The very few research workers in this country are new and will be for some time 

in future fully engaged in our local health problems and it is impossible for them 

to divert their activities to new spheres for a complete year. 

I assure you of one thing that we can contribute towards this year; that is: 

we can ask our research workers to concentrate more and work harder during that year 

in what they are engaged on at the time. 

SWEDEN 

(Letter dated 12 November 1959) 

. an International Health and Medical Research Year will not be likely to 
stimulate the interest in this country and, as may be supposed, in many other 

countries for the international health problems and medical research. 

The financial implications on the budget of the World Health Organization 

already heavily burdened by challenging responsibilities in the field of malaria, 

environmental sanitation, medical research, etc. outside the regular programme, 

will make it difficult to raise any additional funds for the time being. 

Therefore, the Committee only with great hesitation can give its support to 

the proposal of holding an International Health and Medical Research Year. 
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(Letter dated )0 October 1959) 

. According to the relevant World Health Organization documents and in particular 
documents ЕВ23/ЧГР /5 and Al2 /Р&В/7, it seems that the tasks of WHO shoulht . not at the 
present time be extended to new fields but that its activities should be intensified 
during this period, 

We wonder, in view of the aim to be achieved, whether the publicity campaign 
which the observation of an "International Health Year" would entail is really 
justifiable. WHO can, of course, at all times intensify its activities in any given 
sector, or extend them to new fields if the need arises - the only condition for such 
activities being availability of technical means and qualified personnel. 

In so far as the "International Health Year" is concerned, this condition does 
not seem to us to be fulfilled, especially in view of the fact that in most of the 
countries there is a shortage of health and medical personnel (Official Records No. 90, 
Chapter 5). The same is true with regard to medical research, which could not ое 
intensified without ‚ , considerable increase in the number of specialties (Official 
Records No. 90, Chapter 6). We would mention in passing, moreover, that something 
has already been accomplished in the field of medical research by the creation of a 
WHO spe4al committee for the planning of research. 

For the reasons given above, we do not consider it advisable to organize an 
"International Health Year" in the form envisaged or in the near future. We suggest 

that it would be preferable to give more attention to the training of an adequate 
number of technical medical and health personnel. Experience has shown that research 
work develops in a satisfactory manner in countries where sufficient specialists are 

available. 

In case, however, the World Health Assembly should vote in favour of this project, 
we would call attention here to the opinion expressed in resolution EUR/RC9/�tll which we 
believe to be very important and which has our full support. We feёl, with the 

Regional Committee, that the cost of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year should be covered by the regular budget, with the possibility of accepting 
voluntary contributions, and that in the organization of the research programme for 
the International Year, it would be advisable to seek the opinion of the Advisory 
Committee on Medical Research. 
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UKRAINIAN SSR 

(Translation from Russian) 

(letter dated 15 October 1959) 

. . As is known, the proposal to hold an International Health and Medical Research 
Year put forward by the Government of the Ukrainian SSR for consideration by the 
United Nations General Assembly was unanimously approved at its XIIIth session. This 
proposal has in view only the humane purpose of intensifying international co- operation 
in health and medical research, which would lead to an improvement in the ealth of all 
the peoples of the world. The need to strengthen international co-operation in public 
health matters is generally recognized and this could be achieved by the holding of an 
International Year, for in most countries of the world serious diseases, representing 
a threat to the health of mankind, are still widely prevalent, such as malaria, 
tuberculosis, cholera, cancer, cardiovascular ailments, leprosy and poliomyelitis, 
which are listed in General Assembly resolution 1283 (XIII). There is no doubt but 
that the uniting and co- ordination of the efforts of all countries and the exchange of 
experience in health matters will open up wide new prospects of a successful struggle 
against these diseases and will lead to the saving of millions of human lives. 

Many of these diseases are a scourge mainly of the economically under -developed 
countries, whereas others are characteristic of countries with a high level of economic 
development. For that reason both the under- developed countries and countries with a 

well -developed health system would gain from the carrying out of internationally 
co- ordinated measures to control those diseases. Nevertheless, the comparative 

inadequacy of the existing systems of health services in the under- developed countries 
makes it desirable that special attention be paid to those countries in the course of 

the International Health and Medical Research Year. 

On this basis, the holding of an International Health and Medical Research Year 

could have in view, as the delegation cf the Government of the Ukrainian SSR stated 
at the XIII session of the United Naticns General Assembly, two main aims: 

(a) the uniting of the scattered efforts of individual countries in the control 

of dangerous diseases, the co- ordination of scientific research and the extension 

of exchanges of advanced medical experience between all countries; 

(b) the intensification of assistance in establishing health services in 

economically under- developed countries. 

The pursuance of these two main aims of the International Year would make it 

possible to improve the medical services furnished to the peoples of the world, and 

the results achieved during the Year would subsequently have to be consolidated in 

one way or another. 
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In view of the objects of the International Health and Medical Research Year, its 
programme, in our opinion should include measures to carry out the tasks listed in 
resolution 1283 (XIII) of the United Nations General Assembly, i.e. measures for 
disseminating knowledge gained from experience in combating diseases, measures for 
substantially expanding, co- ordinating and organizing joint scientific research in the 
prevention and treatment of diseases and in the rehabilitation of patients, the exchange 
of experience in the use of atomic energy in medicine, the organization of popular health 
education on a broad scale and the provision of assistance of various kinds to under - 
developed countries, including equipment, special literature and qualified specialists, 
etc. Also worthy of attentive study is the proposal contained in WHO document Al2 /P&В/7 
to the effect that the programme of the Year should include work on the problem of 
improving drinking -water supplies. 

It would seem most rational to divide the programme of the International Health 
and Medical Research Year into two consecutive stages. The first stage could last 
about 18 months (from May 1961 to the end of 1962). The second stage, following 
directly after the first, would cover a period, the duration of which could be agreed 
when the programme for the Year was being prepared. The programme for the first stage 
could include those items in the general plan on which work begun either before or 
during the Year could, in the main, be completed by the end of the first stage. Among 
this type of activity could be included the primary vaccination of the population in 
regions where smallpox is endemic, carried out in accordance with the WI') programme for 
the eradication of smallpox, measures on health education, some forms of assistance to . 

under -developed countries, agreement upon and acceptance of plans for international 
efforts in the campaign against cancer and cardiovascular diseases, and a number cf 
other measures. 

The programme for the second stage of the International Health and Medical 
Research Year could include problems which require lengthier efforts for their solution 
than the period proposed for the first stage, such as some forms of medical research, 
the completion of the smallpox and malaria eradication campaigns, etc. 

It would be desirable to reserve a special place in the programme of the 
International Health and Medical Research Year for measures aimed at assisting under- 
developed countries to organize modern systems of health services and disease control. 
Such assistance could include, in addition to measures of an international character, 
other types of aid furnished through WHO, within the framework of the general programme 
for the International Health and Medical Research Year, by individual states. Assistance 
to the under -developed countries could take the form of making available to WHO, for. 
transmitting to those countries, medicaments and equipment of various kinds, of 
organizing special brigades and centres for the control of certain diseases, and of 
giving aid in setting up medical establishments and arranging a broad health education 
programme. 

The International Health and Medical Research Year should be carried through mainly 
on a national basis, i.e. its programme must be based on national plans for the health 
services and medical research, which mut be carefully co- ordinated with the general 
programme for the Year. At the same time, it is to be hoped that during the 
International Year the useful activities of WHO, carried out in conformity with 
international programmes agreed earlier, such as the malaria and small ox eradication 
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It wpuld be very useful for the successful holding of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year to have a high level of co- operation between WHO and organizations 
such as the United Nations Children's Fund and the international Labour Organisation, as 

well as with the International Red Cross and international medical associations. In 

this connexion, attention should be drawn to the resolution adopted at the 43rd session 
of the International Labour Conference, held in June this year, "concerning the 
activities of the International Labour Organisation in the field of occupational health 
and safety and participation by the Organization in the proposed International Health 
and Medical Research Year ". The International Labour Organisation in this resolution 
states that it fully appreciates the initiative for holding an International Health and 

Medical Research Year and urges that attention be paid during the Year to some very 
dangerous occupational diseases to which workers are subject. 

The measures undertaken during the International Health Year should be financed 
from the sums set aside by governments in the various countries to carry out their 

national programmes and also from Technical Assistance funds, voluntary contributions 
by governments, the existing funds of WHO, contributions of various kinds from national 

and international organizations and voluntary donations. Such voluntary donations 

could be made either in the form of money or by supplying various medicaments, pieces of 
equipment, etc., as aid to under -developed countries under the programme for the 

International Year. 

We venture to hope that the preliminary ideas set forth above regarding the aims, 

programme, time-table and financing of the proposed International Health and Medical 

Research Year will bе taken into due account when you prepare your report for the 
twenty -fifth session of the Executive Board of WHO in fulfilment of resolution EB24.R22. 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REFüBLICS 

(Translation from Russian) 

(Letter dated 8 October 1959) 

. . It is the deep conviction of the USSR Idïnistry of Health, through which the 

Soviet Union takes part in the work of the World Health Organization, that active 

international co- operation and the exchange of knowledge and experience in medicine 

are important factors in improving the protection of people's health throughout the 

world. 

In this connexion an important role could be played by an International Health 

and Medical Research Year; a proposal to hold such an International Year in 1961, put 

forward in the United Nations on the initiative of the Government of the Ukrainian SSR, 

was unanimously approved at the thirteenth session of the United Nations General Assembly. 



Ев25/3 
page 29 

Аппех 1 

In view of this the USSR Ministry of Health wishes to express its deep satisfaction 
with the fact that the Twelfth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHAl2.28, stated . 

that it fully appreciated the value and importance of an International Health and Medical 
Research Year. 

There is great need for the holding cf such a year on the part of the economically 
under- developed countries and the developed countries alike. 

Still widespread in the majority of countries of the world are such serious diseases 
as malaria, tuberculosis, smallpox, cholera, cancer, cardiovascular diseases,. leprosy, 
poliomyelitis, and other ailments, which are responsible for the loss of millions of 
human lives a year and which would be controlled with considerably greater effectiveness 
if the efforts and experience of the different countries and international organizations 
were combined. 

An International Health and Medical Research Year, as was explained by the USSR 
Delegation at the Twelfth World Health Assembly, could have the following main aims in 
view: 

(a) The uniting of the scattered efforts of individual countries in the control of 
dangerous diseases, the co- ordination of scientific research and the extension of 
exchanges of advanced medical experience between all countries. 

Consequently, in addition to the dissemination of the experience of individual 
countries in the control of disease, the tasks of the International Health Year should 
include considerable extension and co- ordination of scientific research in prophylaxis 
and treatment and the development of complex methods and means of treatment of the .. 

diseases mentioned above, the carrying out of joint scientific research on the control 

of individual diseases, the exchange of experience on the use of atomic energy in 
medicine, the putting into effect of extensive measures for health education of the 
public, the improvement of drinking -water supplies, problems connected with the training 
of personnel, etc. 

(b) The intensification of assistance in establishing health services in 

economically under -developed countries; the furnishing of assistance to these countries 

in the form of instruments, apparatus, medicaments, special literature, highly -qualified 
experts etc. 

The basic purpose of holding an International Health Year should be the consolidation 
cf the successes achieved in the development of health services and the improvement of 
the level of all medical work throughout the world. 

The International Year could be held on a basis of national programmes co- ordinated 

with a general plan for the Year, worked out by agreement between the countries. 

Measures connected with the International Year could be financed from the budgets 
of the States concerned (within national frameworks), from the funds of the Technical 
Assistance Programme (in the respective spheres of WHO and the other specialized agencies) 
and by other means (voluntary contributions and money donations, or the furnishing of 

assistance to the under- developed countries in the form of medicaments, medical equipment, 

apparatus and instruments and the sending of medical experts, etc.). 
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The USSR Ministry of Health believes that the International Health and Medical 
Research Year should be considered as ConS1S ng of two stages. Chronologically, the 
first stage would last for one to one - and• -а -half years (1961 and part of 1962); the 
second stage would extend into the subsequent period, the duration of which can be 
determined when the programme for the International Year is being studied. 

The first stage should include problems and questions begun before or during the 
International Health Year and practically completed by the end of the year. The second 
stage should include problems of health and medical research which require more time for 
their solution. 

Among the questions and problems for the first stage might be completion of primary 
vaccination against smallpox of the whole population in endemic foci in accordance with 
the World Health Organization's plan for the eradication of smallpox throughout the world ' 
(any revaccination required could be carried out after the end of the Year); the drawing - 
up, discussion and adoption of practical plans and programmes for international measures 
to control cancer and cardiovascular diseases; the organization in under -developed 
countries of model centres for out -patient services, maternal and child welfare, health 
education, etc.; the organization of teams and expeditions to study some infectious and 
parasitic diseases and to assist local health authorities in their control; the establish- 
ment, in accordance with the report by the Director -General of the World Health Organizatiol 
to the twenty -third session of the Executive Board concerning the role of WHO in medical 
research, of a scientific advisory council to advise the Director -General and co- ordinate 
WHO's activities in medical research; the reaching of agreement on its functions, on a 

plan and programme of activities, etc. 

As instances of questions and problems which could be included in the second stage 
of the International Health and Medical Research Year, could be mentioned such problems 
as the completion of the international smallpox-control campaign and of the international 
malaria eradication programme, the general application of data obtained as a result of 
research into the nosogeography of parasitic diseases and the completion' of a world atlas 
of distribution of parasitic diseases, genes. lization of the results of demographic 

research, genetic characteristics of the population, etc. 

In speaking of the objectives of the International Health and Medical Research Year 
and examples of suggested activities for its first and second stages, we note with 

satisfaction that the tasks of the International Year, which are primarily concerned 

with scientific research, coincide with those mentioned in the proposals concerning the 

role of WHO in scientific research. In view of this it would be correct to consider 

the settling of the question of the International Health Year and the importance of WHO 

in the stimulation and co- ordination of scientific research into the most important 

problems of medicine as parts of a single programme. 

In this important question, WHO's role is mainly defined as that of a co- ordinating 

centre, giving for the most part advisory assistance. The success of the International 

Year will depend mainly on the activities cf the governments and national health services, 

who can assume responsibility not only for carrying out national health programmes but 

also for making an appreciable contribution towards the solution of international health 

problems and problems of global and regional importance. 

� 
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In addition to taking measures to improve the public health services which can be 
carried out on an international basis, particularly on the basis of the highly useful 
activities of WHO, the governments of many States could take the initiative in 

carrying out various measures designed to assist health authorities and establishments, 
primarily in the economically under•- developed countries, measures to be undertaken as 
part of the general programme for the Year and through the intermediary of WHO. 
Examples of this type of assistance, in addition to those already mentioned, could be 
the organization of detachments for the control of infectious and parasitic diseases 
(malaria, smallpox, leprosy, etc.), whose task would be not only to study the factors 
governing the incidence of the disease but also to assist local health authorities in 
organizing centres for the control of the diseases, carrying out vaccination campaigns, 
controlling vectors, etc.; the placing at the disposal of WHO of the necessary 
medicaments, insecticides, equipment, etc.; the organization in some countries of 
model centres of health education and the staffing cf some curative and prophylactic 
establishments, the holding of international seminars and conferences to discuss the 
most urgent problems of public health, to which е ooerts from various countries would 
be invited, etc. 

For its part, the Soviet Union could give assistance during the International 
Health Year to the under- developed countries, through WHO, in such measures as the 
formation and equipment of detachments of malariologists, smallpox control detachments, 
consultants or teams of experts to assist in setting up model health education centres 
and centres for maternal and child welfare, factory medical services, etc. The Soviet 

Union could place at the disposal of the World Health Organization a certain quantity 
of insecticides and dry, heat -stable, effective smallpox vaccine. With its many years' 
successful experience of organizing control of smallpox, malaria and other infectious and 
parasitic diseases, the Soviet Union is ready to give all possible help to the World 
Health Organization and, through it, to countries in need of as >istance. 

As already stated, the main co- ordinating centre in carrying cut the International 
Health and Medical Research Year should be WHO Headquarters, particularly in view of the 

fact that, as has already been mentioned, the most important function of the International 
Year would be to inters the worti of WHO in its main spheres of activity. In view of 

this, in the opinion of the USSR Ministry of Health it is not advisable to set up an 

extensive ad hoc body, with m ny branches, for carryiug out the measures envisaged during 
the International Year. In so far, however, as the many different i "7гr3ciaà s cf the 
International Year require additional efforts from the WHO staff, consideration should 
be given to the proposal of the Director -General to set up a special body consisting of 
representatives of WHO and the Executive Board and outstanding workers in health, social 
welfare, science and economics. As a preliminary, the USSR Ministry of Health considers 
it would be possible to establish a basic body of this nature to direct the holding of 
the International Year. We consider that in its activities this body should rely mainly 
on WHO staff. 

The USSR Ministry of Health suggests that WHO should approach various international 
organizations, including the International Red Cross and international medical associations. 
and invite them to play an active part in carrying out the programme for the International 
Health and Medical Research Year. 
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The USSR Ministry of Health regards the above in the light of preliminary 
suggestior_s, which it hopes will be of some rsе in further work on the programme for 
holding an international Health and Medical Research Year. 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC 

(Translation from Arabic) 

(Memorandum received 9 October 1959) 

. The Ministry of Health, UAR, suggests that: 

the goal be: (a) the reinforcement cf national efforts and promotion of 
international co- operation, in improving and raising of the health standard of the 
whole world. 

(b) development of inter- country exchange of knowledge and experience. 

Attempts can be made to define sorae of the health problems and their relation to 
social and economic evolution e.g. problems cf tuberculosis, cancer, poliomyelitis; 
importance of atomic energy in medical treatment; and bilharzia. 

We suggest that the problems be tackled according to importance in the neighbouring 
countries including the UAR and to the importance of its affecting other parts of the 
world: 

1. Endemic diseases, mainly bilharzia and tuberculosis 

2. Health conception and methods of its development 

3. Infectious diseases 

4. Importance of atomic energy in medical treatment 

5. Poliomyelitis 

6. Cancer 

7. Cardiovascular diseases 

Pro gramme_ 

The studies start at the national lеvcl_ in its fields and national establishments 

engaged and interested in health and medical work. Each country taking part in this 

programme, studies one or more of the prob"'ms and exchanges knowledge with the countries 

studying the same problem. 
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The information derived from these national studies are co- ordinated at a 
regional level. ^hе last step is the international co- ordination of the different 

- findings. 

Technical Committees meet at the end of the year and authorize the publication of 
what they consider useful. 

Timin$ 

Between 1962 and 1964. 

Financing 

Expenses emanate from: 

1. International budgets, especially that of the United Nations and technical 
assistance due to the fact that the original suggestion came from United Nations. 

2. National budgets fcr research work and research institutions. 

3. Donations and subscriptions from countries for "International Health and 
Medical Research Year ". 

4. Regular WHO Budget 

5. Unforeseen grants 

UNITED KINGDOM 

(Letter dated 17 December 1959) 

. I have to say that, if the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, after considering 
the wide -ranging views expressed by Member States at the Twelfth Assembly and at 
subsequent meetings of the Regional Committees, decides that the International Health 
and Medical Research Year shall be included in a future programme of the Organization, 
the United Kingdom Government suggests that on the research content of the Year the 
views and advice of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research (Resolution WHА12/R17) 
should be obtained. This would be desirable to ensure that research activities 
undertaken within the plan for the Year would be co- ordinated with the Organization's 
own programme of medical research . . . 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

1. The Goal 

(Letter dated 5 November 1959) 

The goal of an International Health and Medical Research Year would be the 
development of broader national and international understanding of health conditions, 
their relationship to social and economic development, and the requirements for their 
solution. The Year could also serve as an additional device to call attention to 
current programmes of the World Health Organization. 

2. The Programme 

In carrying out the programme of the Year it is suggested that there be two 
components - national and international. The national component will differ widely 
according to the varying national problems, needs, level of developments, principles 
of administrations and customs, but might include some of the following: 

(a) A series of antra- country health assemblies, climaxed by a national health 
assembly with participation by government, voluntary groups and citizens with the 
major purpose of defining local and national needs in view of modern public health 
and medical developments. 

(b) Travelling public health exhibits sponsored by the national health service to 
educate the public on health needs and the part the local community and citizens can 
play to improve them. 

(o) National campaigns through mass nedia - press, radio, etc. to educate the 

public concerning health problems and the programmes of the national health service t9 
meet them. 

(d) A national health exhibition or fair. 

(e) A series of technical seminars sponsored and led by national health service. 

Formation of a National Committee on International Health Year in each country 

might well be the starting point and would doubtless lead to many additional effective 

ideas for utilizing the Year concept. 

The international component of the Year mght include world -wide publicity through 
all media; preparation of basic materials; mobilization of the support and participation 

of international non -governmental organizations; and assistance to national health 

administrations and national committees. The international aspect of the proposed 

Year might also include organization of an attention -getting climax to the Year, such as 

a World Congress on Public Health, to meet with the World Health . asоmъly to receive 

and consider reports, to be preceded by RZegi_onal Congresses on Public Health in each 
of the six 110 regions. 
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Representatives of both governmental and private health agencies in the United 
States who have considered the proposed Year feel that each country should determine 
the focus of its own national activity during the Year. In some countries attention 
would be focused on the problem of aging, chronic disease, chemical pollution of air 
and water, and research; in others, on malaria, leprosy, and basic sanitation. 

Likewise each WHO region might determine its own focus in the light of national 
programmes within the region and centre its considerations on relevant problems with 
a view to a wider understanding and support of regionally conceived programmes. 

З. Timing 

It is difficult to set a specific time for the effort. It is our belief that the 
actual conduct of the International Health and Medical К. search Year should be preceded 
by a period of careful planning, the length of which would be determined by the nature of 
the projects which are planned and after there is evidence of widespread support for the 
Year. Sufficient time should also be given for governments to make provision in their 
national budgets or to solicit voluntary contributions for the national programmes in 
connexion with the Year. 

4. Financing 

In regard to financing the Year, we express agreement with the suggestions contained 

in your report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly (А12 /P&B/7). We believe it most 

desirable that programme activities be planned within the resources, financial and 

otherwise, of the national governments and that assistance by the WHO be provided for in 

the regular budget of the Organization. It seems reasonable that appropriate units at 

Headquarters and Regional Offices be strengthened as required to carry out the sub - 

stanitive aspects of the programme of the Year. 

We would suggest, however, that both WHO and governments explore every means of 

obtaining voluntary contributions for the national and international elements of the 

International Health and Medical Research Year. 

VIET NAM 

(Translation from French) 

(Letter dated 13 October 1959) 

. . Recognizing the value and importance of international co- operation, which is 

enhanced by being intensified in the field of health activities and medical research, 

the Government of Viet Nam intends to give its fullest support to the proposal for the 

organization of such a Year. 
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With regard to the date of commencement of such an International Year, our 
Government would prefer to abide by the decisions which will be made when the question 
is debated at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

Objective 

It would be desirable for each WHO Member State to concentrate its efforts during 
the Year on particular, clearly defined activities in the field of health and medical 
research. At the national level, therefore, everything should be done to step up 
implementation of the important programmes already in hand and to stimulate medical 
research in previously selected fields. WHO, as the co- ordinating body, should give 
advice, facilitate the exchange of information and, in so far as its funds allow, give 
financial assistance to medical research work deserving such help. 

Programme 

We agree with you that the programme sLould have two distinct aspects, i.e: 

(a) intensification of national activities in connexion with the eradication of 
malaria and smallpox, and the provision of piped water supplies; 

(b) intensification of research liable to lead to co- ordinated international 
action in the fields of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and the utilization of 
atomic energy in medicine. . 

Time-table 

We believe that the International Health and Medical Research Year should not be 
strictly limited to one calendar year; a period of 18 months would be preferable. 

It would be desirable for the opening date to coincide with the commencement of an 
annual World Health Assembly. It would be for the Thirteenth W rid Health Assembly 
to choose a suitable date. On this condition, we are in accordance with all your 

proposals and suggestions relating to the preparation of the "International Year" 
(paragraph 5, document Al2 /P&В/7). 

Financing 

The programme for the Year being organized principally at the national level, 

each country would endeavour to implement it with the means at its disposal. The 

national committees, in addition to preparing the programme, would have to study means 

of mobilizing local resources. 

With respect to WHO, the credits pr.vided to meet the cost of the creation of a 

Consultative Committee, of the establismnent of a temporary service within the 

Secretariat, and of the additional work in connexion with co- ordination and information 

should, in our opinion, be included in the annual proposals for the Regular Вudet. 
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It would not be possible to envisage the possibility of financial aid to certain 
Member States or to certain private undertakings or institutions unless WHO were certain 
of obtaining e.ctra- budgetary funds from: 

(a) contr' butions from the United Nations (Special United Nations Fund for 
Economic Development, Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance); 

(b) contributions from international agencies such as UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO, etc; 

(c) voluntary contributions from States, societies, or private persons. 

In such case it would be possible to set up a special fund for the assistance of 
those States and undertakings w1-ich are most in need from the financial point of view, 
in order to enable them tontensify the priority activities in their health and 
research programme, within the framework of the International Year. Such a measure 
would, moreover, be entirely in line with WHO principles. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Objectives 

(Letter dated 22 December 1959) 

The Government in organizing the International Health and Medical Research Year 
in Yugoslavia would have for its objectives the study and solving of a number of 
problems, which are of importance to the public health services both on a national and 
international level. To study and solve these problems would greatly improve the 
health situation, the hygienic conditions and medical science in Yugoslavia. Moreover, 
such activities would indirectly contribute to the advancement of the standard of health 
and the development of medical science. 

Programme 

The Programme would, in the first place, be a kind of manifestation directed 
towards the examination of certain problems whose solution should be approached by 

intensifying the campaigns already under way or, through initiating new campaigns 
which would continue until the final solution has been reached. Secondly, the plan 
of action would have to comprise intensive and long -term activities that would have 
to be carried out as long as the problems exist. To this end all forces and means at 

our disposal shall be mobilized, 

The International Health and Medical Research Year Programme in Yugoslavia should 

include the following! 
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(а) Sanitation (adequate supply of drinking water and sewage disposal) 

(b) Mass immunj_zation of the people (against specific infectious diseases) 

(с) Infant mortality control 

(d) Tuberculosis control 

(e) Strengthening of the home- visiting services 

(f) Expansion of the network of schools for nurses 

(g) Influence of urbanization on the population's health 

(h) Investigation in the field of diarrhoeal diseases, traumatism and chronic 
nephritis 

(i) Taking advantage of congresses, seminars and scientific meetings to organize, 
as a follow -up, discussions pertaining zo the above problems and for manifesting 
international solidarity in finding means for their solution. 

Timing 

The study and solving of certain problems, initiated during the International 
Health and Medical Research Year would be continued through the following years, and the 

time limit would either be fixed for the next five years or would last out for an 

indefinite period of time. 

1. In the course of the first year, envisaged by the programme a definite nWnber 

of sanitation activities would be carried out (in many parts of every Republic, it is 

hoped to solve the problem of water supply and waste disposal): 

- the causes of infant mortality, in those places where the mortality rate is still 

high, should also be investigated and followed up by appropriate measures; 

- mass immunization would be carried out against diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis, 

and 

- in two or three pilot areas research will be undertaken to determine the causes 

of diarrhoeal diseases and the incidence of chronic nephritis. 

2. During the first year, envisaged by the programme, and in the course of the 

next few years: 

- the activities initiated in the course of the first year should continues in so 

far as they have not been terminated during that year, and measures will be taken to 

solve other problems envisaged by the programme. 
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Financing 

Funds for the carrtying out of the International Health and Medical Research Year 
Programme would be ensured from: 

(a) Local sources (sanitation, vaccination, infant mortality control, tuberculosis 
control, the strengthening of the home -visiting services); 

(b) Republic and Federal sources (expansion of the network of sehvпΡls for nurses, 
investigation of the causes and incidence of diarrhoeal diseases and chronic nephritis); 

(c) International funds (a certain amount wnuld be used for carrying out sanitary 
measures, tuberculosis control and medical research in those fields). 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL СОМНIТТEES 

Regional Committee for Africa 

Ninth Session 

АFR/RС9/R.6 INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RSSEARСН YEAR 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

Without denying the value and importance of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year, 

Considering that the number and importance of health projects currently 
undertaken or planned in Africa and elsewhere require the use of all resources 
available if they are to be brought to a successful conclusion, 

Considering that the efforts and expenditure involy ed are unlikely to be 
commensurate with the benefit which the people would derive from this year, 

Believing that these efforts would be better applied to a critical review 
and evaluation of programme and projects; 

REСONМЕNDS that the holding of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year be postponed. 

Regional Committee for the Americas 

Eleventh Session 

RESOLUTION XX INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

The Directing Council, 

Having noted and studied the proposals made by various countries concerning 
an International Health and Medical Research Year, as well as the action taken 

thus far by the World Health Assembly, the WHO Executive Board, and the Director - 

General; and 

Having noted the interest of other organizations in co- operating in such 

an activity, 
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RESOLVES 

To express its agreement with the concept of an International Health and 
:'Medical Research Year. 

2. To urge Member governments to submit their comments and specific suggestions 
to the Director -General of WHO, in accordance with his request. 

3. To urge Member governments to start preparation of plans so as to assure full 
and effective national and local participation if the proposal is approved by the 
World Health Assembly. 

(Approved at the tenth plenary session., 

25 September 1959) 

Regional Coпдnittee for the Eastern Mediterranean 

I;inth Session 

ЕМАЮ9/R.11 IцTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RЕS:EARCH YEAR 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the documentation submitted by the Regional Director on 
the subject of the International Health and Medical Research Year; 

Noting the request of the Executive Board at its twenty - fourth session1 
that the Regional Committee discuss the question and submit any comments or 
suggestions they would wish to make; 

1. BELIEVES that the holding of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year would not contribute to the improvement of the health situation in the 
world to any extent commensurable with the expenditure and efforts involved; 

2. RECOMMEDS that the project of holding an International Health and Medical 
Research Year be deferred; 

1 
Resolution ЕВ24,R22 
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З. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit to the Director -General a 
report of the discussions on the subject at the present session of 
Sub-Committee A , of the Regional Committee, 

Sub -Committee B, however, decided that the project should merely "be postponed 
for the present", and invited "the Member States of the Region meanwhile to study 
the feasibility of undertaking speoial Health Projects in the framework of an 
International Health and Medical Research Year1t.1 

Regional Committee for Europe 

Ninth Session. 

EUR/RC9/R.11 Rev.1 INTERNATIONAL ИЕАLTu AND DICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

The Regional Committee for Europe, 

Considering that resolution WHAl2.28 adopted by the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly calls for further examination of the question by the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly; 

Considering that in accordance with Executive Board resolution ЕВ24.R22 the 
Director -General is to obtain suggestions from Member States on this question, 

1. EXPRESSES interest in a planned and co- ordinated International Health and 
Medical Research Year with defined aims and objectives; 

2. CONSIDERS that if the Assembly should decide to hold the International 
Year, the corresponding costs should be included in the Regular budget in place 
of items of lesser priority, unless voluntary' contributions are received for this 
purpose; and 

З. ЕЕСО KENDS that the Director -General in• considering the research side of 
the programme for the International Health and Medical Research Year seek the adviсе 
of the Advisory Committee for Medical Research established by resolution iНAl2•.17, 
so as to ensure the development of a practical plan which would fit in with the 
Organization's plan for intensified research. 

1 
Report of Sub -Committee В. Еи/RС9В /3• 
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Regf. onal Committee for South --East Asia 

Twe -.fth Session 

sEA /RC12/R3 INTERNATIONAL нE:.Lтн AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the resolutions of the Twelfth World Health Assembly 
('iА12<.25) and the Executive Board (ЕВ24.R22) as well as the report on this 
subject presented by the Regional Director (document SEA /RC12 /1о), 

While agreeing in principle that it would be useful to hold an 
International Health and Medical Research Year, 

Doubting that the health administrations of the South -East Asia Region 
will have the necessary resources in the near future to participate effectively, 
and 

Considering that the proposed expenditure on the part of both national 
administrations and the World Health Organization might be more profitably spent 
on WHO s field activities, 

DOES NOT RECOT IEND that such an activity should be sponsored by the World 
Health Organs ration for the time being. 

Fifth Meeting, 
2ff September 1959 
SEA /RС12 /Min.5 
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Regional Committee for the Western Pacific 

Tenth Session 

WP/RС10.Rio INTERNATION:?L HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

The Regional Committee, 

‚Lying considered the reporlt of the Regional Director on the International 
Health End Medical Research Year and the background documentation issued during the 
Twelfth World Health Assembly, . 

DERIDES to transmit the minutes of the discussion during the meeting to the 
Director - General for his consideration and any necessary action.. 

Fifth meeting, 
22 September 1959. 

1 
Unpublished document WP/RС10 /10 
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(d) INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARсн YEAR: Item 6.4 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions WHAl2.28 and EB24.R22) Document AFR/RC9 /5 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that document AF'R/RC9 /5 contained an historical review 
of the actions of various governments and bodies and of the discussions and decisions 
of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board in respect of the holding of an inter- 
national health and medical research year. This document was submitted to the Committee 
in compliance with paragraph 1 of resolution EB24.R22 which also requested that the 
subject be discussed by regional committees at their next sessions. The Committee 
should therefore consider this subject at the present session with a view to formulating 
a recommendation. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that it had not been possible to include in 
document AFR/RС9 /5 a report on the action taken by the Economic and Social Council 
upon receipt of the views of the Health Assembly) as transmitted by the Director- General 
of WHO in compliance with paragraph 5 of resolution WHAl2.28, since the debates of the 
Economic and Social Council had not been concluded at the time the document was prepared. 

` He was, however, now in a position to inform the Committee that the Economic and Social 
Council had noted the decision of the Health Assembly and had transmitted that decision 
to the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

The Director- General would be grateful for the opinion of the Regional Committee 
both on the principle of holding an international health and medical research year and 
on the aims, scope, timing and financing of this project. 

Pr AUJALEU (France) said that it was clear from resolution WHAl2.28 that the 
Health Assembly, taking into account the present development by WHO of extensive 
programmes to combat widely prevalent diseases, had had no hesitation in postponing 
the holding of an international health and medical research year and in deferring further 
consideration of this subject to its next session. He felt that in this decision the 
Health Assembly had shown great wisdom. The number of international years in various 
fields was increasing, with the concomitant of numerous meetings and campaigns but he 
questioned whether the holding of an international health and medical research year was 
the best approach, with the funds available, towards the enlistment of public support 
for the raising of health standards and the development of medical research. 
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Opportunities for international co- operation in medical research already existed, 
through government contacts, meetings of experts and through WHO; it was unlikely that 
an international year would provide much additional stimulus. On the other hand the 
countries of this Region needed a vast amount of practical help in health promotion 
to the extent indeed that WHO, supported by UNICEF and Technical Assistance funds, was 
unable to meet all the requests for assistance. Under these circumstances, it was 
doubtful whether this was the moment to expend sums of money on the programmes of an 
international year which could otherwise have been allocated to the alleviation of the 
practical health problems of the countries of the Region, unless there could be some 
certainty that public support aroused by the holding of the international year would 
lead to vastly increased funds for the development of practical health programmes. 
In view of the fact that the Economic and Social Council had been content to note the 
decision of the Health Assembly, he hoped that, should funds be available to the United 
Nations, they should sponsor the international year themselves. 

Dr JANZ (Portugal) said that the views which he had expressed to the Health Assembly 
had not altered; he did not believe that the present mome :,t was opportune for embarking 
on the expense of an international health year - all available funds should be used for 
assistance to countries in large -scale programmes recently initiated. 

Dr DIKKO (Nigeria) said that his Government agreed with the principle of holding an 
international health and medical research year but believed that it should be postponed 
until 1962 to give more time for preparation. His country would participate as far as 

possible in the programmes organized for such an international health year. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that, in view of the fact that this question would 
be re- submitted for consideration by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, the earliest 
possible time for holding an international health year allowing 18 months for preparation 
would be 1962; therefore a suggestion to hold the international health year in 1962 
did not constitute a postponement. 

Dr EAGLE (Union of South Africa) said that although he was strongly in favour of 
encouraging all aspects of medical research by every possible means, he believed that 
medical research should be treated as a long -term programme rather than a field in which 
a concentrated attack on specific problems over the period of one year would produce 
particularly valuable results. 

Dr WARMANN (Ghana) suggested that governments be given time to consider the 
proposal of organizing an international health year and should send their comments to 
the Regional Director so that he could prepare an integrated report for submission to 
the Director -General. He believed that the principle of holding an international health 
year was good and felt that the subjects for medical research during the year need not 
be restricted to certain limited fields. 

� 
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The DEPUГY DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that the Director -General had already written to 
the Member States of the Organization to obtain their individual opinions on the 

question of holding the international health year, in compliance with paragraph 1 of 

resolution ЕB24.R22. Moreover, it was the express desire of the Executive Board that 
the opinion of the regional committees should be obtained as well. He suggested that 
it would be impracticable for the Regional Director to integrate in a report the 
divergent views of governments and that the rapporteurs might be requested to prepare 
a draft resolution on which the Committee could take a decision. 

Dr TRIM (United Kingdom) said that no doubt the Committee was in favour of the 
principle of holding an international health and medical research year at some period 
but that postponement from the immediate future was desirable. It was obviously 
essential that available funds should be spent to the best advantage and it was doubtful 
whether this would be achieved by holding an international health year. Furthermore, 
the general public would be more likely to be sympathetic to the expenditure of funds 
in a campaign for the eradication of a specific disease than for an international health 
and medie.l research year. 

Dr LEBRUN (Belgium) in order to assist in the discussion suggested a text for a 
draft resolution. 

On the proposal of the CHAIRMAN, it was agreed to defer consideration of the 
matter until a text had been established and circulated. 

Dr BLAIR (Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland) said that the proposals concerning 
an international health year were very vague. It was not clear what advantage would be 
gained from the holding of such a year particularly in this Region where the basic 
problems of health were of major importance. The annual reports of the Regional Director 
gave a most encouraging picture of the substantial progress made in the Region toward 
the control and eradication of diseases; he feared that programmes for an international 
health year might dislocate much of the work either in progress or about to be initiated, 
particularly as the financial commitments for the international health year might 
force governments, in some cases, to withdraw from promising programmes. There were 
projects already in existence which depended vitally on inter -country co- operation, as 

for instance the yaws, malaria and smallpox eradication programmes; in other projects, 
such as the improvement of water supplies, inter -country co- operation was useful; he 

did not feel that the holding of.an international health year would provide much 
additional stimulus in any of these fields. In consequence he thought that, whereas an 
international health and medical research year might be of value in another ten years, 
it was not opportune at the moment and that, in any case, far more information regarding 
the scope and programmes of the year would be needed before its eventual value could 
be determined. 

On the proposal of the CHAIRMAN, discussion on this item of the agenda was suspended 
until a draft resolution as proposed by the representative of Belgium should be 
circulated. 
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(f) INТERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 6.4 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions WHAl2.28 and ЕВ2k.R22) Document AFR/RC9 /5 (resumed) 

Dr LEBRUN (Belgium) noted that the text of his draft resolution had now been 
circulated. It read as follows: 

"The Regional Committee for Africa, 

Without denying the value and importance of an international health and 
medical research year, 

Considering that the number and importance of health projects currently 
undertaken or planned in Africa require the use of all resources available if 
they are to be brought to a successful conclusion, 

Considering that the efforts and expenditure involved are unlikely to be 
commensurate with the benefit which the people would derive from this year, 

Believing that these efforts would be better applied to a critical review 
and evaluation of programmes and projects, 

REСOMMENDS that the of an international health and medical research 
year be postponed; 

SUGGESTS that before proceeding to a further study of the matter a more 
clear definition of the purposes of this initiative and the ways and means for 
carrying it out should be arrived at in order to give to governments a concrete 
basis for their final decision on the subject." 

Dr EAGТR (Union of South Africa) supported by Dr JANZ (Portugal) asked, in view 
of the importance of the item and of the fact that the Regional Committees were 
specifically asked for an opinion by the Executive Board, that the consideration of 
the draft resolution be deferred until all members of the Committee had had time to 
study it. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no objections to the proposal, ruled that 
the consideration of the draft resolution be deferred to the next meeting. 

Extract from Minutes of the Fourth meeting 
held on 22 September 1959 

(b¡ INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARСН YEAR: Item 6.4 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions WHА12.28 and ЕВ2k.R22) Document AFR/RC9 /5 (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the delegations of France, Portugal, Union of South Africa 
and Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland had circulated an amendment to the draft 
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resolution proposed that morning by the Belgian delegation. They proposed to insert 
the words ''and elsewhere" after the words "in Africa" in the second paragraph of the 
preamble, and to delete operative paragraph 2. 

Mr MARR (Union of South Africa) explained that in view of the four delegations, 
the Belgian proposal as it stood did not quite express the feeling of the majority 
of the Committee. 

Dr LEBRUN (Belgium) said he accepted the amendments. The second operative paragraph 
had been intended to meet the views of those who were inclined to favour holding an 
international bvalth and tеdieal research year, but he had no particular objection to 
its deletion. 

Dr WARNANN (Ghana) supported the draft resolution as amended. It still left the 
door open for taking the proposal yap again at some future date. 

Dr NORMAN- WILLIAMS (Federation of Nigeria) also supported the resolutions as 
amended but had some brief remarks to make. 

At its previous meeting the Committee had been informed that the views of individual 
governments had been sought in pursuance of resolution ЕB24.R22, but that no replies had 
yet been received. He believed that individually most of the governments in the African 
Region would favour the principle of holding an international health and medical research 
year. There was still a great need for propaganda and health education work, and there 
was still much scope for necessary research in such fields as poliomyelitis, lepto- 
spirosis, hypertension, nutrition and malaria eradication. He personally would also 
like to see research conducted on the mean expectation of life of Africans. He was 
therefore glad that the draft resolution recommended to postpone the holding of the 
year instead of rejecting it outright. 

The CHAIRMAN concluded that the sense of the Committee was in favour of adopting 
the draft resolution as amended. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted unanimously. 
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Regional Committеe for the Americas 

Eleventh Ѕ эssion 

Extrait from Minutes of the Tenth Plenary Meeting 
held on 25 September 1959 

'O?IC 29: INТERPIАTIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Dr HOWITZ presented. document CD11 /21 in which a chronological and documented 
review is made of the various proposals that led to the idea of organizing an Inter- 
national Health and Medical Research Year, an idea that took shape in a resolution 
of 6 December 1958, unanimously approved at the United Nations General Assembly, in 

which WHO was invited to examine, in conformity with Article 4 of the Agreement 
between the two Organizations, the recommendation that such a Year be organized, 
primarily on a national basis and preferably in 1961. He stressed the following among 
the objectives set forth in the aforesaid resolution: to disseminate the knowledge 
a.o-'uired in the campaign against diseases; expand, and to a large extent co- ordinate 
and organize joint scientific research in matters concerning prophylaxis, treatment, 
restoration of health to patients; exchange experience acquired in utilizing atomic 

enemy for medical р rposes; organize the health education of the public on a large 
scale; and provide to underdeveloped countries assistance that would include apparatus, 
medicaments, technical literature and qualified specialists. 

Dr Horwitz reported that the twenty -third session of the WHO Executive Board 
considered this resolution and, at the same time, a proposal by the Government of the 

United States for an examination of the concrete possibility of organizing an Inter- 
national Health Year, The Executive Board's study was forwarded to the Twelfth World 

Health Assembly, where the Director- General made a documented presentation of the topic, 

stating thet the objectives of the Year should be to formulate, primarily on a national 

basis, the intensification of international co- operation in carefully selected aspects 

of health and of medical research. The Director -General mentioned the intensification 

of field activity in the eradication or control of communicable diseases and research 

focused on activities that could profit by a co- ordinated international approach. The 

Director- General also mentioned the duration of the Year, the establishment of special 

agencies, and financing, 

He mentioned the two draft resolutions presented to the Assembly, and recalled that 

the WHO Executive Board, at its twenty -fourth session, resolved that the governments as 

such and the regional committees should study the topic as a whole. He added that an 

interest in this proposal had been taken by the inter- Parliamentary Council, and the 

43rd Conference of the International Labour Organisation; and that the Director -General 

last July informed the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations thereon. 

The Director emphasized that during the discussions at the Assembly, mention was 

rn dе to the effect that an International Health Year could not be compared with other 

international years, such as the Geophysical Year, already completed or those planned 

by other agencies, because the health functions, at the national or the international 

level, are continuous; but that a project of this nature wq *ld certainly ат оuse the 

interest of the governments in intensifying certain programmes in matters of health 

that are already under way or that might be developed. 
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Dr GURNEY (United States) spoke on the International Health and Medical Research 
Year, recalling that the United States Senate in May 1957 passed a resolution on this 
subject proposed by Senator Hubert Humphrey. Later a similar proposal was introduced 
in the United Nations by the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and eventually adopted. 
Commenting on Dr Horwitz' statements on this subject, he emphasized that for success 
the idea of an International Health Year must be developed on a national basis by each 
country, since it could not be carried out by a regional organization and have the same 
meaning. He then referred to the need of working together and making this a joint 
effort in which vital contributions would come from each country for all of them to share. 

He stated that, to accomplish these objectives, one must have the participation of 
the people. The International Year is another mechanism by which official agencies 
and voluntary groups can work together on the study and in the solution of problems. 

He pointed out that РАНО had set the pattern for WHO in health co- operation, and 
added that in an International Health Year it might be possible to cite progress made 
and the problems still аwаtV ng solution. Of course, this would be done in different 
ways in different countries, according to each country's interests, such as environmental 
sanitation, radiological hygiene, or leprosy. 

Finally, he asked if it would not be possible to bring together at the World Health 
Assembly a sort of World Congress on International Health, which might convene a few 
days prior to the Assembly to discuss both the progress made and the existing problems. 
In closing, he fully endorsed the International Health Year. 

Dr RODRIGUES (Brazil) thought it would be interesting to study the possibility of 
carrying out the International Health Year, precisely because it had been recommended 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations, of which WHO is a specialized agency, 
as it would permit the intensification of such activities as the control or the 
eradication of communicable diseases, environmental sanitation, and research on the 
utilization of atomic energy. Не considered that, after the countries had discussed 
their different problems, it would be advisable to draw up a general outline of the 
aspects of such problems as are directly related to the countries, as a preliminary 
step, and thereafter, so that the relationships of the various programmes with one 
another and with respect to the other regions of the world could be discussed. 

Dr Rodrigues said that this subject had aroused the interest of different inter- 
national agencies and it would be rather odd if WHO were the one to find the holding 
of a Health and Medical Research Year inadequate. He felt that perhaps the reason for 
delaying or postponing it had been the financial problem, but that this aspect could be 
coped with and considered again so that the necessary financial means could be found. 
He believed that the effects of such a Year would be widely felt and would be most 
useful for all the different countries, because an increasing exchange of knowldge 
might result in larger resources and greater profit. 
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Dr SWELLENGREЯRL (Kingdom of the Netherlands) asked whether the matter under 
discussion, originating in a request by the WHO Executive Board for an opinion by the 
regional committees, was also the same subject upon which the Member governments were 
consulted. 

Dr HORWITZ (Director, РАSВ) replied that on 25 July 1959 the Director -General 
invited each government to submit, not later than 15 October 1959, its specific 

suggestions and proposals with respect to the objective, programme, appropriate time, 

and financing of the International Health and Medical Research Year, and at the same 
time, the Executive Board instructed the Director -General to request the opinion of 
the regional committees. Dr Horwitz found the procedure adequate because, in reality, 
as the representative of the United States had pointed out, on the one hand the proposal 
refers to activities of a national and international nature, and on the other Lt is 

advisable that each country make a prior study of the undertakings they believe should 
form a part of the International Year activities, so that they could be submitted to 

the regional committees and thus a joint decision might be reached. 

Dr SWELLENGREВEL (Kingdom of the Netherlands), having been answered in the affirm- 
ative, said that he had been instructed by his Government to state that in as much as 
the individual Member governments are also represented on the various regional committees, 

it was of the opinion that there is duplication of effort and lack of logic in this 

arrangement. 

The CHAIRMAN, as representative of Mexico, said that the International Health Year 

seemed to him to be of the utmost importance, because it would represent the balance 

sheet of what had been achieved up to that time, and that balance must of necessity 

be partly positive and partly negative; negative so as to orient the activities in a 

better form, perhaps, than had been done therefore, and positive so that the broad 

programmes being carried out, particularly eradication, could be made known, so that 

a national awareness of such progress might be created. 

The speaker added that the representative of the United States had requested the 

establishment of an international congress on health to convene before a general 

decision would be taken with respect to the International Health Year. From this 

viewpoint, he said, there would be world problems of interest to all countries and 

there would be aspects within the particular conditions in each country that should be 

developed. He considered that prevention, cure, education, research, and rehabilitation 

are the five really important points to be taken up at various levels and with varying 

degrees of intensity. They should be custom -made like a suit for each country. He' 

believed research in atomic energy to be of the greatest importance and agreed with the 

International Labour Organisation that it is necessary for permissible radiation limits, 

as well as all the required security measures, to be established. 
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Motion of the representative of the United States (draft resolution) 

Dr GURNEY (United States) submitted for consideration a proposed resolution 
expressing agreement with the concept of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year, urging Member governments to submit their comments and specific suggestions to 
the Director -General of the World Health Organization in accordance with his request, 
and also urging Member governments to start preparation of plans so as to assure full 
and effective national and local participation if the proposal is approved by the 
World Health Assembly. 

Dr ВISSQГ (Panama) supported the resolution presented by the representative of 
` the United States. He believed that everyone was aware of the importance of holding 

the International Health and Medical Research Year, and that if there were any concern 
as to the cost of medical research it was possible that when a resolution of this type 
had been approved, donations that will permit this type of research to be advanced may 
be forthcoming from private and official organizations. He added that among all the 
programmes carried out by the government, those of health are the least known, and it 
is high time for the citizens of all nations to realize what is being done to improve 
their way of living and prolong their life. 

Dr ALLARIA (Argentina) applauded the statements of the representative of the 
United States and of the other representatives concerning the idea of holding an Inter- 
national Health and Medical Research Year, and added that he was fortunate enough to 
have heard the discussion on that very topic at the Twelfth World Health Assembly this 
year and to share some of the concern expressed over the financial problems and the 
duplication of activities that this type of international activity might imply. He 
was convinced that, despite the fact that the public health agencies, with assistance of 
the international organizations, are carrying out effective work, promotion of the 

i idea of an International Year would give great importance and much more effective 
publicity to the activities conducted by each of the countries. Therefore, he said, 
his country was pleased to support the draft resolution presented by the representative 
of the United States. Furthermore, he proposed that the Organization consider, within 
the possibilities of such international activity, the establishment of some form of 
co- operation in the Mental Health Year sponsored by the World Federation of Mental Health. 
He added that the latter is unquestionably a more specific activity, but in view of 
the importance of mental health problems, he requested the Director, to the extent that 
the Organization was able, and the representatives of the countries, within their own 
administrations, to include some research activity relating to the problems of mental 
health in the modern world. 

Decision; The draft resolution presented by the representative of the United 
States was unanimously approved, in which the Council agreed to express its agree- 
ment with the concept of an International Health and Medical Research Year; and 
urged the Member governments to submit their comments and suggestions to the 
Director- General of WHO, in accordance with his request, and to start preparation 
of plans so as to assure full and effective national and local participation if 

the proposal should be approved by the World Health Assembly. 
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Regional Committee for the 
Eastern Mediterranean 

Ninth Session 

Sub -Committee A 

Extract from Minutes of the Fourth Meeting 
held on 17 September 1959 

5. INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 12 of the Agenda 
(Document ЕМ /RC9 /12)) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR drew attention to document ЕМ/Rс9 /12, which consisted mainly 
of a historical review and background information on the proposal to organize an inter- 
national health and medical research year. The Sub -Committee was requested to express 
its views. No draft resolution had been prepared pending the outcome of the discussions. 

Dr EL SАММAA (United Arab Republic) recalled that at the Twelfth Wo;.°1d Health Assembly 
his Government's delegation had expressed the view that the benefit to the peoples of the 
world of an international health and medical research year would not be commensurate with 
its cost. The discussion that had ensued at the twenty- fourth session of the Executive 
Board had not caused his Government to change its opinion, but had rather confirmed it. 
The professed purpose of the project was to draw the attention of Member States to their 
health problems. In his Government's opinion, Member States were fully aware of those 
problems and how to solve them, but lacked resources and skilled manpower. WHO should 
spend its only too limited resources on trying to fill that gap. He hoped that the 
Regional Committee would clearly express its disapproval of the project. 

Dr ETEMADIAN (Iran) fully agreed with the representative of the United Arab Republic. 
He could not approve of committing WHO to such expenditure for results which would be 
at best uncertain. 

Brigadier SHARIF (Pakistan) also agreed. All the money WHO could get was urgently 
needed for direct health projects, and it would be wasteful at the present stage to 
incur the considerable expenditure enуisaged in the field of propaganda where govern- 
ments individually were already making a sufficient effort. 

Dr ZAKI (Sudan) expressed the same view. Hе added that the funds in question would 
be better spent on an evaluation of current projects. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the view expressed by the four representatives who had spoken 
seemed to be shared by the whole Sub -Committee, and that the following resolution seemed 
to reflect it: 
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The Sub • Committee, 

Having considered the documentation submitted by the Regional Director on 
the subject of the International Health and Medical Research Year; 

Noting the request of the Executive Board at its twenty -fourth session 
that the regional committees discuss the question and submit any comments or 
suggestion they would wish to make, 

1. BELIEVES that the holding of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year would not contribute to the improvement of the health situation in the 
world to any extent commensurable with the expenditure and efforts involved; 

2. RECOММENDS that the project of holding an International Health and Medical 
Research Year be abandoned; 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit to the Director -General a 
report of the discussions on the subject at the present session of Sub -Committee A 

of the Regional Committee. 

Dr ZAKI (Sudan) proposed that in paragraph 2 the word "abandoned" be replaced by 
"deferred". 

Decision: With that amendment, the draft resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Regional Committee for the 
Eastern Mediterranean 

Ninth Session 

Suà--Comxittee B 

Extract from Minutes of the Second Meeting 
held on 28 September 1959 

з . INТЕВ Аí"iЮ! АL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 12 of the Agenda 
о У nt s г/: xС9 /12 and WНA12.28 ) 

The REGIОTпΡL DIIECTOR said that Annex I to the document contained a historical 
review of the proposal and an account of discussions in WHO, the Inter- Parliamentary 
Unj_on and the International Labour Organisation (at the forty-third International 
Labour Conference). Annex II was a background document. 
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Members of the Sub -Committee would recall the attitude of the Health Assembly prior 
to its resolution on the subject (WHА12.28). It was that further study was required. 
Both the Health Assembly, in that resolution, and the Executive Board in resolution 
EB2k.R22 requested that Member States be asked for their views. 

The Director -General had approached governments and regional committees on the 
subject. Sub -Committee A had expressed its opinion and Sub -Committee B had now to 
make known its views. 

The CHAIRMAN read resolution EM/RC9A/R18. 

Dr BTEB1 (Israel) said that, in the light of discussions in the Health Assembly, 
the position taken by Sub -Committee A was understandable. The idea should not be 
abandoned completely as seemed to be inferred by their resolution; but it should be 
considered perhaps at some future time. He believed that an International Health and 
Medical Research Year was a desirable activity likely to benefit world health and to 
increase the value of health projects in general. The difficulties, which were 
considerable, were to decide how to organize it; when to hold it and how much to spend 
on it. When those questions had been answered it would be possible to decide the issue. 

It might be possible to hold an International Health and Medical Research Year in 
a manner somewhat different from that originally proposed. The original proposal was 
to have the same project implemented in each Member State at the same time. That would 
be very difficult to achieve as governments were reluctant to exceed their normal 
expenditure on health to include a project which might not be equally profitable for 
each Member State. The document itself provided a clue when it suggested that the 
Year would be celebrated "mainly on a national basis ". That seemed to indicate that 
each Member State would be able to choose a subject of special interest to it and 

intensify research on it. An interpretation of that kind would make the proposed 
celebration much more feasible. If that view was accepted, the question then arose of 
selecting a suitable subject. In his opinion the characteristics were that it should 
constitute a major problem; focus the attention of governments and the public on 
some health problems; be such as to enable interesting results to be achieved in one 

year, with a further impact over a number of years. If WHO then co- ordinated results, 
the proposed celebration might become feasible. 

Even so, much time would have to be spent in preparation, in the choice of projects 

sufficiently important and likely to succeed. The repercussions of any failure would 
be considerable both on Member gtates and on WHO. For these reasons, it was not 

desirable to hold the proposed celebration in the immediate future. Even the dates 

mentioned in the document were likely to be too early. In his opinion, the Year 
should not be held before 1962 at the earliest. In the meantime much work could be 
done in planning, deciding on the date and the budget. In that connexion, it was 

easier for governments to arrange for extra funds to be available, if they were given 

several years' warning. 

He would therefore propose • that the Sub -Committee consider the following draft 
resolution: 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

The Sub -Committee, 

Having considered the documentationI submitted by the Regional Director 
on the subject of the International Health and Medical Research Year; 

Noting the request of the Executive Board at its twenty -fourth session2 
that the Regional Committee discuss the question and submit any comments or 
suggestions they would wish to make, 

1. BELIEVES that the holding of an International Health and Medical Research 
Year in the iвmediate future may not contribute to the improvement of the health 
situation in the world to an extent commensurable with the expenditure and 
efforts involved; 

2. RECOMMENDS that the project of holding an International Health and Medical 
Research Year be postponed for the present; 

3. INVITES the Member States in the Region to study the feasibility of under- 
taking special health projects in the framework of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year; 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit to the Director -General a 
report of the discussions at the present session of Sub -Committee B of the 
Regional Committee. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that Sub -Committee A had been unanimously of the 
opinion that the matter should be deferred, which met the point raised by Dr Btesh. 

Dr BTESН (Israel) expressed the hope that Sub -Committee B, while agreeing in 
substance with Sub -Committee A, would see the question in a more positive light. He 
therefore maintained his proposal. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that paragraph 3 of the draft resolution should be 
amended by the insertion of the word "meanwhile" after the word "region" to render it 
consistent with paragraph 2. 

Dr BTESH (Israel) accepted the suggestion for the inclusion of the word "meanwhile ". 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

1 Document EM /RC9 /12 

2 
Resolution Eв24.R22 
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Regional Committee for Europe 

Ninth Session 

Extract from Minutes of the Second Meeting 

3. MATTERS ARISING OUI' OF DECISIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued) 

3.1 International Health and Medical Research Year (ЕUR /RC9 /10): Item 7.2 
of the Agenda 

I 

The DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR, introducing the item, recalled that it was before 
the Committee as the result of a decision taken by the Executive Board. He understood 
that the Executive Board was anticipating that the subject would stimulate a thorough 
discussion in the Regional Committee. 

On behalf of the Director -General, he made it clear that should a decision be 
taken by 1960 to hold such an International Health and Medical Research Year, it would 
not be possible to implement that decision until 1962. Moreover, the Director -General 
had re- costed the proposal and confirmed that it would entail for the Organization 
alone expenditure amounting to at least $ 149 000. Should it be eventually decided 
that it was desirable to hold such a Year, it would be useful for the Board to have 
the benefit of the Committee's views on its goals, programme and time -table, and the 
material resources required, both at the national and international levels. 

Dr PETROVIC (Yugoslavia) considered that the Regional Committee should take into 
account two important events when making its decision: firstly, the resolution through 
which the United Nations General Assembly had invited WHO to organize an International 
Health and Medical Research Year; secondly the meeting of the leaders of the two 
greatest world powers in order to find a peaceful solution to the great problems facing 
the world. The letter in which the Director General of WHO had invited all Member 
States to make suggestions with regard to the holding of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year should provide further opportunity of examining the matter before 
making a decision. 

The representative of Yugoslavia also hoped that the representatives would seize 
the opportunity afforded in order to direct the combined efforts of their governments 

towards an improvement of health services. Without wishing to repeat the ideas put 

forward by the Yugoslav representative at the Twelfth World Health Assembly, he wished 
nevertheless to emphasize the need for developing health services. For her part, 

Yugoslavia supported resolution WHAl2.28 and would do her utmost to ensure the success 

of the International Health and Medical Research Year. He considered that the task of 

the Regional Committee was to give its support to the Director -General and the Executive 

Board so that they could fulfil their task in this matter. 
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Dr D0 ЕK (Ce:hoslovakia) welcomed the resolution adopted by the Executive Board 
since he believe that the holding of International Health and Medical Research Year 
would contribute s:? ")stan.tiall7 towards peaceful co- operation between nations. While it 
would not be possible to achieve decisive results in a single year, choice of the right 
subject for the International Year could lead, at least in some respects, to a real 
improvement in the health of mankind. 

It would appear wise for the work of the Year' to be initiated on a national basis, 
giving governments an opportunity to intensify their own health care, support research 
and to solve their m -st urgent problems. Advanced countries would be able to assist 
those which were less advanced., As to the subject chosen, he felt that the main need 
facing the world at esc.nt was to abolish the mass incidence of infectious diseases. 
Another important task of the Ycar would be to draw the attention of governments and 
of non -- medical circles to the fact that economic, social and cultural factors play a 
very important part in the health protection of the population. 

Dr HOURIHANE (Ireland) pointed out that governments would be giving their opinion 
in the matter in reply to a circular letter from the Director -General within the next 
few weeks. Accordingly, it seemed to him inappropriate to pursue the discussion further 
at the present junction. 

Dr ENGEL Sweden) said that he had taken the opportunity of consulting his 
Government in t_1e- matter before attending the present session. He recalled that his 
Government had taken a negative attitude to the project at the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly. While the project naturally appeared attractive at f iгt sight, the funds 

s implementation would entail could better be spent on other existing programmes, 
such as malaria eradication, for example. Furthermore, it seemed to him that the last 
few years had seen too ,iany special '`Years" and that they had somewhat lost their 
original impact. 

Dr 000íS ENS (Belgium) recalled the opinion expressed by his Government, a point 
of view which Dr Engel (Swedеn_) had expressed very clearly. In order to succeed, an 

International Health and Medical Research Year must be assured, psychologically, of a 

favourable reception. That did not seem to be the, case. The funds available to carry 
out the essential aims in the health field were inadequate and he doubted strongly 
whether they could be increased by organizing an International Health Year. Indeed, 
exаctl_�r the opposite might happen. There was the risk of ending up with a contradiction, 
and that was why the Belgian delegation had adopted its present attitude. 

Dr ТлR г (Romania) felt the discussion was rather paradoxical. On the one hand, 

everyone was agreed that the International Health Year would result in more active 
co- operation; on the other hand, there were certain financial difficulties in the way. 
He himself was of the opinion that it was necessary to strengthen the bonds between all 
those working in the health field and to a :i':^ their efforts to achieve better results. 
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Collaboration of this kind should allow the different countries to effect savings in 
the health field. Research programmes were very expensive and active co- operation 
might make it possible to achieve more effective results at less cost. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4.15 p.m. and resumed at 4.35 p.m. 

Dr CHARBONNEAU (France) said that the discussion had reached an impasse as the 
divergences of opinion were basically concerned with the objectives of the International ' 

Year. In his opinion those objectives should be defined, and only the replies of 
governments to the questionnaire sent out by Headquarters would enable this to be done• 
It was therefore for the Executive Board and the Assembly to arrive at the final answer 
to the question now under discussion, 

Dr KOCHERGIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) remarked that no speaker had 
opposed the idea underlying the International Year or denied its importance. Other 
organizations, however, including the United Nations and the International Labour 
Organisation, showed greater interest in the project than did WHO. Two points of view 
had arisen in the debate. The representative of Sweden apparently feared that every 
year would soon be dedicated to some object. If every year were dedicated to some 
progressive and humanitarian aim, such as health, education, science, friendship or 
progress, that would be a very good thing for mankind. He himself, therefore, neither 
understood nor shared the Swedish representative's concern. Secondly, the cost would 
be one per cent. only of the Organization's total budget, and the attention which the 
International Year would arouse in all the countries of the Region would be beneficial 
to the health of their populations. To meet the financial concern expressed by some, 4 

words might be inserted in a draft resolution, to provide that the organization of 
the International Year should in no way affect the approved working programme of the 
Organizati:n. 

Dr L. I. МURRAУ (United Kingdm) said that the humanitarian motives which had 
inspired the original proposals mu:t be accepted by all workers for health. Speaker8 
in the Health Assembly hd, however, not been wholeheartedly in favour of organizing 
the Year, and the Assembly had adоpt?rd a resolution which had left the door open for 
further discussion. Some delegates :ad withheld support because they were uncertain 
whether the Year was a practical proposition. So much remained to be done in inter- 
national health that, before large sums of money were spent, representatives wanted 
to be sure that they could not be spent in some more profitable way. WHO was already 
embarking on a programme of research which covered all its fields of interest. When 
that programme had been in operation for a year or so, it might become clearer how the 

Year should be conducted, what form it should take and what its objectives should be. 
Speakers had right:.y suggested that every year was already in fact, under the normal 
programme, an international health and, to some extent also, a medical research year. 
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Dr PISTOLI (Albania) supported the proposal to organize an international year. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed, in view of the importance of the matter, that an investigating 
committee consisting of representatives of six countries be appointed. 

In reply to a question asked by Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) on the role of that 
sub -committee, the REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that its job would be to find common grounds 
for agreement and, if possible, prepare a draft resolution for approval by the Committee. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) recalled that the Director -General of WHO had asked 
Member States to send him their suggestions and had invited regional committees to 
study the question. Since the recommendations of the Member States had not yet reached 
Headquarters, it was difficult for the Committee to adopt a resolution. He wondered, 
therefore, whether it would be any use appointing a sub -committee. In his opinion, the 
best solution would be to send the Director -General the record of the present session. 

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands) expressed full agreement with the representative of Italy. 

Dr HOURIHANE (Ireland) also supported the Italian representative. His Government 
had not yet indicated the attitude it proposed to adopt in replying to the recent request 
of the Director -General for its views, and, while he was quite willing to serve on the 
proposed working party, he might not be of any great assistance in such a capacity 
because he would have to reserve his position as regards any recommendations which 
such a working party might wish to make. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) also supported the Italian representative's proposal. 

The DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that, in view of the request of the Executive 
Board to regional committees to study the subject and submit comments, the Committee 
ought to submit something to the Board, even if only a negative report or an opinion 
that the subject should be discussed by the next World Health Assembly. Perhaps a 
working party might draft a resolution acceptable to the Committee. 

Mr LE РООТ;F (Netherlands) thought that the Executive Board, whose members anted 
as individuals, had perhaps forgotten that members of the Committee were representatives 
of governments. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) observed that the Regional Committee was composed of 
representatives of governments, and not of private individuals. He therefore repeated 
his proposal to send the Director -General a record of the present session that could 
be passed on to the Executive Board. 
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Dr KOCHERGIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) saw a need for further thought 
in order to achieve greater precision of opinion. A reference to the records was not 
a reply to the request made by the Executive Board and the Director -General. He 
therefore proposed that further discussion should be postponed until the next day or 
some other suitable time. 

Dr СНARBONNEАU (France) stated that the Committee now had two proposals before it. 
One was to constitute a sub -committee of six members which would draw up a draft 
resolution if possible, the other to send the Director -General of WHO the record of 
the present meeting. The Committee should signify its choice. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR asked the representative of the USSR whether he was moving 
the adjournment of the discussion. If so, his proposal should be put to the vote in 
the first place, in accordance with rule 28 of the Rules of Procedure. 

Extract from Minutes of the Sixth Meeting 

5. MATTERS ARISING OUT OF DECISIONS OF ТHE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

5.1 International Health and Medical Research Year (continued) (ЕUR/RС9 /1O): 
Item 7.,2 of the Agenda 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) took the Chair and asked the Regional Director to speak. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR read out the following draft resolution for the consideration 
of the Committee; 

"The Regional Committee for Europe, 

Considering that resolution WНА12.28 adopted by the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly calls for further examination of the question by the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly; 

Considering that in accordance with Executive Board resolution EB24.R22 the 
Director -General is to obtain suggestions from Members States on this question, 

1. RECOGNIZES, in principle, the value of holding an International Health and 

Medical Research Year; . 

2. CONSIDERS that if the Assembly should decide to hold the International Year, 
this should, in so far as possible, not affect the Organization's regular budget, 
and that the subjects chosen should fit in with the WHO research programme; 
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3. REСOММENDS that the Advisory Committee for Medical Research, set up under 
the terms of resolution WHAl2.17 of the Twelfth World Health Assembly, be 
requested to offer suggestions for the establishment of a programmé for the 
International Health and Medical Research Year." 

Dr MURRAY (United Kingdom) recalled that, when last speaking on the subject, he 
had stressed the fact that the humanitarian motives behind the proposal to hold an 
International Health and Medical Research Year had been accepted by all engaged in 
public health work. He reiterated his country's readiness to give active support to 
international health activities. It was against the background of these previous 
remarks that he wished to submit the following amendment to the operative paragraphs 
of the draft resolution: 

"1. EXIRESSES interest in a planned and co- ordinated International Health and 
Medical Research Year with defined aims and objectives; 

2. CONSIDERS that if the Assembly should decide to hold the International Year, 
it should be included in the Regular Budget in place of items of lesser priority; 
and 

3. REСOММEND6 that the Advisory Committee for Medical Research, set up under 
the terms of resolution WНA12.17 of the Twelfth World Health Assembly, be 
requested to draw up a programme for the International Health and Medical Research 
Year so as to ensure the development of a practical plan which fits in with the 
Organization's plan for intensified research." 

Commenting on the reasons for the changes proposed in the first operative 
paragraph of the original draft resolution, he said that an adequate definition of the 
Year was essential and that the Committee should not go further than an expression of 
interest at the present juncture. The original second operative paragraph on finaaoing 
the Year was, in his view, somewhat ambigious. His delegation was not in favour of 

0 setting up another special fund and believed that such activities should be included 
in the regular budget, without however raising the total. His amendment to the third 
operative paragraph was one of drafting consequent upon the first two amendments. . 

Dr DAELEN (Federal Republic of Germany) said that her delegation would whole- 
heartedly support the amendment put forward by the United Kingdom. 

Dr СНARBONNEAU (France) said he would like to see a number of amendments made in 
the Regional Office draft resolution. 

He would suggest that the gist of the first operative paragraph should be the 
following: 

"1. RECOGNIZES in principle the value of holding an International Health and 
Меdiсаl Research Year with clearly defined objectives." 
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In paragraph 2 there was a conflict between the two proposals put forward. The 
Regional Office draft resolution proposed that the expenses involved should not affect 
the regular budget. The French delegation, however, felt that if the objectives of 
the International Year were well defined and if it were of importance for world health, 
a compromise solution should prove possible. For example, an appeal could be made far 
voluntary contributions, while part of the costs could be charged against the regular 
budget. 

As regards paragraph 3, the French representative did not believe it was possible 
to ask the Advisory Committee for Medical Research to draw up a programme for the 
International Year, as that was the prerogative of the Assembly. 

Dr MURRAY (United Kingdom) appreciated the point of drafting raised by the French 
representative in respect of the first operative paragraph, which accorded with the 
United Kingdom amendment. 

Dr GOOSSENS (Belgium) supported the French proposal 
As to the second, he was in favvour of the United Kingdom 
paragraph, in the interests of reaching a compromise, he 
words "draw up a programme" in the United Kingdom draft, 

regarding the first paragraph. 
amendment. For the third 
would suggest replacing the 
to "propose a programme ". 

Dr KOCHERGIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed support of the United 
Kingdom proposal. He presumed that the comment of the French representative would be 

borne in mind when the final text of the United Kingdom amendments came to be prepared. 

He supported the draft resolution as a whole. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) agreed with the first paragraph of the United Kingdom 
amendment, which seemed to him clearer than that of the Regional Office draft. 

As regards paragraph 2, where the real difference in the two proposals lay, he was 

ready to accept the wording suggested by the United Kingdom delegation. He feared, 

however, that it might close the door to voluntary contributions. 

He shared the French view, on paragraph 3, that it was not within the competence of 

the Advisory Committee to draw up the programme for the International Year, and he 

supported the Belgian proposal. 

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands) believed that the Committee's discussions on the Year 

had shown that it was not possible at the present stage to commit governments to a 

particular course of action. He would therefore give the United Kingdom text his support, 

since it entirely met that consideration. 
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Dr HOURIHANE (Ireland) also felt some difficulty in discussing the question in 
the absence of any decision by his Government. He therefore wholeheartedly agreed 
with the clear statement of position contained in the amended first operative paragraph 
as submitted by the United Kingdom representative. As to whether the project should 
be financed under the regular budget or through some voluntary fund, his experience 
was that special accounts were not altogether successful; it would be unrealistic 
to depend on voluntary contributions, since that might lead to a situation where it 
was necessary to have recourse to funds from the regular budget if contributions fell 
short. While, as a whole, he agreed with the text of the third operative.paragraph, 
it might be better to ask that the Advisory Committee for Medical Research make 
suggestions for a programme, rather than request that it draw up a programme, since 
the latter function was surely the prerogative of the World Health Assembly. 

Dr PETRCVIC (Yugoslavia) said he agreed with the addition to the first paragraph 
proposed by the French delegation. 

The second paragraph of the United Kingdom amendment aroused in him certain 
misgivings. Indeed, the budget was already heavily loaded with country and inter - 
country programmes, and he feared that if the expenses involved in holding the Inter - 
national Year were entered against the regular budget, the scope and results of the 

would be limited. For that reason, like the Italian representative, he would 
like to see nothing done to hinder voluntary contributions. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) supported the United Kingdom amendment to the first paragraph. 

He would like the second paragraph to authorize voluntary contributions in the 
event of the World Health Assembly's deciding to hold the International Year. 

As regards paragraph 3, he approved of the French proposal, according to which 
the programme would not be "drawn up" 'but "proposed ". 

Dr FRANDSEN (Denmark) said that the draft resolution submitted by the United 
vIngdem closely reflected his own views expressed at the Health Assembly. He was not, 
of course, opposed to a system of voluntary contributions in principle, but felt that 
difficulties might well arise if there were any hiatus in the prevision of funds 
once certain research projects were under way, particularly sine any request to meet 
such a shortfall from the regular budget would have to be made a year in advance. 

Dr ВERLОСЕА (Romania) agreed with the United Kingdom amendment of paragraphs 1 and 
2 but could not accept the wording of paragraph 3, which ignored the prerogatives of 
the World Health Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR•- GENERAL, commenting in general on the discussion, believed that it 
had perhaps not been sufficiently emphasized that the proposed Year was intended to 
achieve intensification of field work as well as research. 
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He felt that the text of the third operative paragraph as it stood might give rise 
to some misunderstanding. He recalled that the Advisory Committee for Medical Research 
had been established in order to provide the Director -General with scientific advice in 
relation to the research programme undertaken by the Organization. He suggested that a 
more accurate reflection of the situation might be obtained by a text along the 
following lines: 

"3. REСОМNENIS that the Director- General, in cónsidering the research side 
of the programme for the International Health and Medical Research Year, 
seek the advice of the Advisory Committee for Medical Research established by 
resolution WHА12.17. so as to ensure the development of a practical plan 
which would fit in with the Organization's plan for intensified research." 

Dr MURRAУ (United Kingdom) thanked the Director -General for his timely intervention. 
He would be happy to agree with the text suggested for the third operative paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that there was general approval of the first operative 
paragraph with the minor amendments proposed by the United Kingdom and French 
representatives. 

It was his impression that the majority in the Committee tended to favour the 
United Kingdom text of the second operative paragraph. However, since some representa- 

tives had spoken in favour of a system of voluntary contributions, and since the issue 
referred to in the second operative paragraph was of crucial importance, he wondered 
whether it might not facilitate the Committee's deliberations if he were to take a 
vote on that matter of principle. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy),referring to paragraph 2, said he was anxious not to 
prevent voluntary contributions, which the United Kingdom proposal would exclude, and 
proposed adding at the end of it the words: "unless voluntary contributions are 
received for this purpose ". 

Although it was not easy to secure voluntary contributions, the Italian representa- 

tive felt that as the sum required for organizing the International Year would not be 
very large - the Director -General had estimated it at $ 150 000 - countries that wished 

to do so should be given the opportunity of showing their interest by making such 

contributions. However, if the proposal did not receive unanimous con'ent, he was 

ready to withdraw it. 

Dr PETROVIC (Yugoslavia), Dr ALAN (Turkey), Dr SCНINDL (Austria), Dr LJUNDBERG 
(Sweden), Dr Maria DAELEN (Federal Republic of Germany) and Dr CHABBONNEAU (France) 

rose in turn to support the Italian proposal. 
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Dr GOOSSEЛTS (Belgium) felt that in view of the well -substantiated remarks made by 
the representatives of Denmark and the Netherlands on the Italian proposal, and of the 
fact that the proposal had not had the unanimous support of the Committee, his 
delegation could not accept it. He would therefore support the United Kingdom wording. 

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands), while appreciating the Chairman's efforts to arrive at 
a unanimous decision, was unable to agree that the suggestion made by the representative 
of Italy was an improvement on the text of the United Kingdom amendment that seemed to 
have the support of the majority of the Ccmmittee. 

It was important to take into account the explanations given by the Director - 
General in document А12 /r&B /7 regarding the expenditure that the holding of such a 

0 Year would entail for the Organization; in particular, it was stated on page 10 of 
that document, that expenditure would ir fact have to be divided over a five -year period. 
As the representative of Ireland had pointed out, past experience with special funds 
had been rather unfortunate. Moreover, since a special fund was being set up for 
medical research and since the Year would be predominantly devoted to research, funds 
might be made available from that source if it became necessary. 

He would welcome clarification from the Director -General as to the exact legal 
position governing bequests to the Organization. If that possibility were sufficiently 
covered, it might be possible for the Committee to reach some compromise agreement 
on the point. 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL stated that the provisions of Financial Regulation 7.3 
(Basic Documents, page 74) were applicable. 

Mr LE POOLE (Netherlands) considered that the Committee, in that case, could be 
satisfied with the amended second operative paragraph proposed by the United Kingdom, 
as it stood, since it was clear from the Director -General's explanation that any Member 
State which wished to do so could still make a bequest. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, since it did not seem possible to achieve unanimity on the 
point, he would be obliged to put the Italian amendment to the vote. 

Decision: The amendment submitted by the representative of Italy to the 
second operative paragraph proposed by the United Kingdom was adopted by 
18 votes to one, with 6 abstentions. 



ЕВ25/53 
page 68 

Annex III 

Mr MARQUET (Monaco) proposed that the words "destinées á figurer" be substituted 
for "figurant" in the French text of the version of the third paragraph proposed by 
the Director -General, since the scope of the programme for the International Health 
and Medical Research Year was not yet known. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that there was now general approval of the third operative 
paragraph. 

;ecision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted unanimously. 

Extract from Minutes of the Seventh Meeting 

Dr CHARBONNEAU (France) also proposed, in paragraph 2 of the operative part of 
resolution ЕUR/RС9/Rll, that the words "the corresponding costs" should be substituted 
for "it" in the second line. 

� 
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5. INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 11 of the Agenda 

Introducing the document on this subject (SEA/RC12 /10), the REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
reviewed the discussions which had taken place in the World Health Assembly and 
Executive Board. The Executive Board had asked regional committees to make comments 
on the proposal for holding such a Year, in order to assist the Director -General in 
preparing a report for the twenty -fifth session of the Board. 

Dr JASWANT SINGH (India) said that owing to heavy commitments in the health field, 
the Indian delegation to the World Health Assembly had voted to postpone the holding 
of such a Year. The Indian Government was already sponsoring a number of research 
activities. However, if the Regional Committee favoured the celebration of the Year, 
India would have no objection provided it was financed by voluntary contributions and 
not from the regular budget of WHO. 

Dr U MAUNG U (Burma) supported the view of the Indian delegate. If additional 
expenses were incurred, Burma could not meet its obligations. 

Dr FAKIRI (Afghanistan) said that he was in favour of research, Вspecially in the 
fields of malaria and leprosy. 

Dr RAJASINGHAM (Ceylon) supported the views expressed by the Indian delegate. If 
such a Year were to be held, he suggested that priority should be given to elimination 
of intestinal and virus infections, with research on (1) pyrexia of unknown origin, 
and (2) typhoid carriers. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that there seemed to be some confusion between medical 
r e.rch and the International Research Year. The intensification of research had 
already been accepted by WHO as a special priority programme, and a fund of $ 250 000 
had been set up for this purpose. The International Research Year proposal was something 
in addition. The idea was to focus world attention on the subject of research during 
a specific period. A comparison could be made with the International Geophysical Year. 
However, since health and medical research covered such a very large field, it had been 
proposed to choose five or six subjects to which to draw public attention, in an attempt 
to stimulate intensification of research in those subjects. 
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The CHAIRMAN then referred for the consideration of the Committee the first of 
the three questions appearing at the end of document SEA/RС12 /10. 

Dr FAKIRI (Afghanistan) and Dr RAJASINGHAM (Ceylon) were, in principle, in favour 
of the proposal. 

Dr JASWANT SINGS (India) expressed the view that celebration of the Year should 
not in any case mean additional expenditure for WHO or any repercussion on existing 
programmes. In general, his Government was not in favour. 

Dr BAIDYA (Nepal) felt that such a programme would be beneficial mostly to countries 
which had the money, material and man -power to take advantage of it. Nepal was not one 
of these countries. However, if the Committee felt that the proposal should be accepted, 
his Government would certainly try to help in all possible ways. 

Dr MESQUITA (Portugal) agreed with the idea in principle but stated that his 
country, also, was not in a position to contribute to such a programme. 

Dr SOMBUN PHONG- AKSARA (Thailand) favoured such a programme in principle because 
it might stimulate health authorities of the country and public interest. At present 
his country already had undertaken the control of communicable diseases, on which they 
had decided to invest a large sum of money. However, if the proposed programme did 
not involve too much money, his Government would be agreeable. 

Dr U. MAUNG U (Burma) took the same position as the members from Nepal. Portugal 
and Thailand. Research activities in Burma were still in their infancy; a Medical 
Research Society had been formed only a year before. Holding such a Year would be 
beneficial, but it would be difficult for his country to contribute to it. 

Summarizing the discussion, the CHAIRMAN proposed that a draft resolution be 
prepared stating that, while agreeing in principle that it would be useful to hold 
such a Year, the Regional Committee, having taken into consideration the economic 
conditions of countries of South -East Asia, did not recommend that such an activity 

should be sponsored by WHO for the time being. 

This was agreed, and the Regional Director was asked to draft a resolution along 
these lines. 
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INTERNATIONAL НЕАLТH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 17 of the Agenda 
(Document WP /RC10 /10) 

The SECRETARY stated that this item had been placed on the agenda as a result of 
a resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its twenty -fourth session. The 
discussion of this item at the Regional Committee was an opportunity for Member govern. 
rents to review the question and to clarify the various points involved in the preparation 
both of national plans and of WHO's action. It was hoped that as a result of these 
discussions the Regional Committee might put forward substantial comments and con- 
clusions. The main eonsiderations involved in the organization and holding of such an 
International Health and Medical Research Year included the definition of the goal of 

such a Year, the programme, the time -table and the question of its financing on a 
national and international basis. 

The attention of representatives was drawn to the fact that with respect to the 
programme each country should approach the matter from the point of view of its own 
specific needs, conditions and possibilities. Consequently, each country should 
concentrate on matters of special relevance to its own health programmes; it should 
envisage its own projects and consider such methods of work as might best suit its 
conditions. 

In concluding, the Secretary stated that the Director -General would greatly 
appreciate thorough consideration by the Regional Committee of the proposal_ to hold 
an International Health and Medical Research Year. Any comments and conclusions the 

Committee was able to make would assist him in the preparation of a report for the 
Executive Board. 

Dr CHERRY stated that there had 1'een, and was, continuing interest in his country 
in the proposed Year, not only on the part of the government agencies, but private 
groups and organizations. In 1958 the United States Senate had adopted a resolution 
which proposed that the President of the United States should invite other nations, 
through the World Health Organization and related organizations, to meet and discuss 
the feasibility of designating an International Health and Medical Research Year at 
such early date as adequate preparations could be made. Somewhat later an additional 
resolution was introduced which reaffirmed this position and at the WHO Citizen's 
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Committee Cony °ene :..cе on Wоrlд Health held ±.n_ Washington D_ & ̂гP,T al _o stressed the 
interest of the т?nited States Government in th _з p °epos -.1. It was a' so presented 
'.у_t efly in to ^d�геsг,es given during the earl-* part of the Wс_•ld Неаlth Assembly by 

аеу and D;2 Nc'Guiness in somewhat more tai ., Th.e Secretar:T had pointed out - 

and this was also the consensus of opinion in the Unit -�'. States -• that each nation 
aheuld determine what its problems were and what it should lay eхn oasis on. It had 
been suggested that tbere should be both a national and an intегтiаtional component 
in the proposed Year and it was very important that the national component should be 
left to the Member nation tself. One suggestion had been the formation of a national 
committee cf the Tatеrnаtional Health Year in each Member cсnntr,т s a •sta.rt :.ng 

point which would doubtless lead to many effective ideas for utilizing the Year concept. 
The international role might be international publicity through all media, preparation 
of basic materials, mobilization of the support and participation of international 
non- governmental organizations in consultative status, assistance to rational health 
administrations and national committees of Member countries. The organization of, for 

example, a World Congress to meet with the World Health Assembly to receive and consider 
reports, to be preceded by regional congresses on public health in each of the six 
rеgion., of WHO. Regions might set specific goals for the congresses or carry out 
regionally conducted surveys or studies to be reported to the World Congress. The 
United States of America was vitally interested in the proposed Year and hoped that 
consideration would be given to it. 

Dr DEМPSТER (New Zealand) stated that he found it difficult to appreciate just 
what an International Health and Medical Research Year would accomplish in addition 
to the work which WHO had been doing; every year was an international health and 
medical research rear. Where the finance for this project was to be obtained was 
another point oa. which he was doubtful. If available funds were to be diverted from 
existing programmes to their detriment, the proposed Year could not be supported by 
is Government, the dеlega'.o of which Lad already spoken against the proposal in the 

World Health Assembly. 

Dr WI:73мULLER (I•�etherlands) said that to place special stress on the improvement 
cf health care was certainly of general interest. For this reason the Netherlands 
recognized the importance of the annual celebration of World Health day. It was, however, 

.•,c - _ оnable whether the expenditure which .w uld be required; n-t : nlу on the inter- 

national but also on a national level, for the proposed Year could not be better spent, 
taking into account the great sums urgently needed for the planning and execution of 
health projects. Medical research had a specific long -term character and did not seem 

an appropriate subject for an action limited to a period of one or one.»ande.a -half years. 

Any comparison with the International Geophysical Year was bound to fail. If ever a 

proposal, suggestion or plan required to be backed and supported by a vast majority 

of nations., institutions, etc. it was the organization of the Year. Neither the 
Twelfth World Health Assembly nor the recent twenty -eighth meeting of the Economic 
and Soc_al Council gave evidence of this unanimous support, In the interest of the 
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World Health Organization he strongly endorsed the opinion of the representative of 

New Zealand and suggested that the International Health and Medical Research Year 
should not be organized. 

Dr THOR -PENG -THONG stated that he was not at this time in favour of such a Year. 
Before setting up a committee to celebrate the International Health and Medical Research 
Year, he wondered whether it would not be better to study the financial implications 
mentioned in the resolution of the World Health Assembly. He asked whether the 
celebration of the Year could not be postponed in order to enable public health 
programmes being executed now to have more leeway. 

Dr REDSHAW (Australia) stated that the representative of Australia at the World 
Health Assembly and the Executive Board had stated openly that his Government was not 
in favour, at this stage, of an International Health and Medical Research Year. There 
were several reasons for this opinion. The financial side which had been referred to 
by the representative from Cambodia was one. His Government felt that the large amount 
of money which would be necessary to carry out this proposal could be devoted to better 
use and might, under the present circumstances, be better spent on programmes which would 
give long -term results. It was also felt that medical research and international 
health were things which must be based on long -term planning and on a long -term goal. 
He felt that the time was not yet ripe to support this proposal. 

Dr YEN said that the previous speakers had given good reasons for not supporting 
this proposal. There was one important point, however, which deserved mention. He 
fully realized that research could not be finished in one -and -a -half or even five or 
ten years, nor could any sound field project be established in a short time. However, 
one difficulty everyone encountered was good health education for the public and 
officials in all walks of life. A health programme could progress more easily and 
at lesser cost if the entire country was alerted and receptive to a public health 
programme. He personally felt that the whole idea was to give an impact to all phases 
of public health work and it was from the educational point of view that he felt the 
proposal should be considered. He felt that if such a Year were organized it should be 
within the means of present financial resources and should not interfere with any 

projected programmes. 

Dr KIM wished to be associated with the statements made by the representative 
from China. Some of the representatives had expressed their concern at the diminishing 
funds of the United Nations Technical Assistance Programme in certain countries. He 

thought that it was the individual government's responsibility to determine what the 
most appropriate method of selling the idea of public health was. For him, an 

International Health and Medical Research Year had a great value ;as it would make 

people realize the value of the work being done in the field of medical science. 
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He also considered that there was a great need to organize an expanded research 
programme into which other projects could be incorporated on an international basis. 
Earlier in this session he had proposed a seminar on Japanese D. encephalitis which 
was supported by his fellow representatives. He felt, however, that a mere seminar 
would not be sufficient to solve this difficult problem and that there was a great 
need to have an expanded programme for medical research in the field of public health. 
He wished, therefore, to support the statement of the representative from China. 

Dr D:a ROSA also supported the proposal made by the representative from China 
and assoeated himself with the views expressed in connexion with the resolution 
adopted b;T the Health Assembly on the celebration of the International Health and 
Medical Rc- search Year. As far as organization was concerned, Dr da Rosa felt that 
this was an affair which should be dealt with by the United Nations General Assembly. 

Dr TRUING mentioned that he had attended the discussions held on this subject at 
the Executive Board and World Health Assembly meetings. His country was not yet well 
equipped for medical research; however, should the International Health and Medical 
Research Year be organized, his Government might envisage, on a national basis, a study 
and evaluation of the facilities at its be Truing 
fully understood the reservations expressed by some representatives with regard to the 
financial aspects and again reiterated that, in principle, his Government was not 
against the proposal but would like to see that the organization of such an undertaking 
should not be detrimental to other health projects in the Region which deserved much 
more assistance from WHO than the International Health and Medical Research Year. 

Dr КАWАКА I stated that, in view of the need for a detailed consideration of the 
aims and procedures of the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year, 
his Government's position on the subject was as follows: (1) Duration of the period: 
each Member country should prepare a programme indicating the extent of the accomplish- 
ments expected within one year and then decide, in the light of the progress made, 
whether or not the programme should be continued. A period of evaluation of about 
three to six months immediately following the Year might be considered; (2) Major 
subject of the programme: the health administration of each country should decide, 
after consultation with the other organizations concerned, the major subject of the 

programme which would be most suitable to its own country; (з) Financing: each country 
might utilize its own health appropriation for its domestic projects. For international 
projects, arrangements might be made in order that the necessary funds might be made 
available from the regular programme and budget cf WHO, laying emphasis on the continu- 
ation of the already existing WHO projects, particularly the fields mentioned in the 

United Nations' resolution. 
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Dr TEND said that when this subject was discussed at the World Health Assembly 

it was given a rather lukewarm reception for the reason that any such scheme would 
entail the diversion of money and material resources from all other WHO activities. 

In view of this, his delegation would like to associate with and endorse the views 
expressed by the representatives from New Zealand and Australia. 

The CHAIRMAN referred to the statements made on the subject by various representa- 
tives and asked if the Committee would now decide on whether or not an International 
Health and Medical Research Year should be held. He invited the Committee to present 
a motion on the case. 

Dr YEN commented that the holding of the International Health and Medical Research 
Year was desirable but, as he had explained earlier, this should not necessarily 
constitute a financial burden or undermine the importance of other health projects in 
the world. 

The SECRETARY explained that the task of the Regional Committee was to consider 
the various angles of the proposed project, and suggest ways of working it out. He 
suggested that in view of the different opinions expressed, it might be sufficient to 
present a copy of the minutes of this meeting to the Director -General to help him in 
the preparation of his report. 

Dr YEN supported the suggestion of the Secretary that a copy of the record of 
the deliberations of the Committee on this subject be submitted to the Director- General. 
If any government wished to express further views on the matter, then it could send 
the information to the Regional Director who would, in turn, transmit it to the 
WHO Headquarters. 

Decision: The suggestion was adopted. 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Report by the Director -General 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

The Director -General communicates to the Board for information the resolution 

adopted by the International Labour Conference concerning "I.L.O. Activities in 

the Field of Occupational Health and Safety and Participation by the I.L.O. in the 

Proposed International Health and Medical Research Year ", with the letter on this 

subject received frnm the Director -General of the International Labour Organisation. 

"... I have the honour to communicate to you herewith a copy of the 
resolutions adopted by the International Labour Conference at its 43rd 
Session (Geneva, June 1959). 

In accordance with a decision taken by the Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office at its 143rd Session (Geneva, November 

1959), I am to draw your particular attention to Resolution No.II 
concerning I.L.O. Activities in the Field of Occupational Health and 
Safety and Participation by the I.L.O. in the Proposed International 
Health and Medical Research Year, which was adopted unanimously on 24 
June 1959 ..." 

Resolution concerning the Activities of the International Labour Organisation 
in the Field of Occupational Health and Safety, and Participation by the 
Organisation in the Proposed International Health and Medical Research Year 

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, 

Bearing in mind the main purpose of the International Labour Organisation, 
as set•forth in its Constitution, which is the improvement of the working 
сndјtionѕ and well -being of the workers by various means, among which the 
protection' of workers against sickness, occupational disease and employment 
injury occupies an important place, 

Bearing in mind the successes of modern medicine in combating disease, 
including the wider use of radioactive substances in public health, 

Considering the pressing need for raising public health standards in all 

countries of the world, which in its turn will increase labour productivity 
and the level of production of material wealth in general, 
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Recalling the solemn obligation embodied in the Declaration of Philadelphia 

of the International Labour Organisation to promote the adoption by the 

countries of the world of programmes designed to expand medical services and to 

protect the life and health of the workers; 

1. Fully appreciates the initiative of the United Nations concerning the 

possibility of hoping an International Health and Medical Research Year with 
the aim of securing active international co- operation and exchange of knowledge 

and experience in the fight against the widespread diseases which still 

constitute a grave danger to the health and well - being of the population; 

2. Invites each member State which. has not already done so to consider the 

possibility of ratifying the international labour Conventions relating to workers' 

health and medical services and of extending them to all workers under its 
jurisdiction; 

З. Draws the attention of the United Nations and the World Health Organization, 
as well as the States Members of the International Labour Organisation, to the 

fact that workers are still subject to a number of dangerous occupational diseases 

such as silicosis, poisoning by white phosphorus, lead and other harmful 

substances produced in the course of industrial processes, atomic radiation, etc., 

and particularly emphasises the special danger of occupational diseases for 
women owing to their biological role and tasks in bringing up the younger 
generation; 

4. Invites the Governing Body of the International Labour Office, within the 
framework of the agreements between the World Health Organization and the 
International Labour Organisation, to take whatever steps may be required, if 

necessary using the good offices of the Joint I.L.O. -W.H.O. Committee on 

Occupational Health, to ensure that, in the event of the holding of the 
International Health and Medical Research Year, programmes designed to protect 

the life and health of workers shall be developed to the maximum extent practicable; 4 

5. Notes with satisfaction the recent decision of the Governing Body relating 
to the setting up by the International Labour Office, in collaboration with the 
International Social Security Association, of an International Occupational; 
Safety and Health Information Centre; 

6. Invites, the member States of the International Labour Organisation and of 

the World Health Organization to give their fullest support to the activities of 

that Centre; 

7. Invites the 2irector- General of the International Labour "Office to submit 

this resolution to the 28th Session of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council and also to the 14th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Report by the Director - General 

Since the Director -General's report on the International Health and Medical 

Research Year was prepared, the following communication has been received from 

the Assistant Secretary, Department of Health, Ireland: 

It is appreciated that the proposed International Health and Medical 
Research Year would be of value in focussing public attention on the subject 
of health and medical research, although it is open to some doubt whether 
the results thereof would be commensurate with the expenditure of effort and 
money which would be involved. The proposal is bound to lead to diversion 
of effort from the normal activities of the Organization at a time when it 
is entering upon an intensified programme of medical research and is also 
deeply involved in the campaign against malaria eradication. Successful 
achievements in these spheres would at this stage be just as beneficial to 
the world and to the Organization as any special celebration of a Health and 
Medical Research Year. For the immediate future, it would, therefore, seem 
to be preferable for the Organization to concentrate on these projects and 
other current activities. 

As regards the financial side, the experience of the Organization with 
voluntary contributions has not been satisfactory and the budgetary 
implications of the "Year" must, therefore, be borne in mind. The field 
activities of the Organization at the present time are limited for financial 
reasons and it is not evident that the proposed "Year" should have priority 
over such projects. 

If it is decided that an International Health and Medical Research Year 
should be held in the immediate future, it is agreed that the goal should be 
a limited one and might be concentrated on fields such as malaria eradication 
in which the Organization is already undertaking major activities. On the 
research side, applied rather than basic research would seem to be more 
appropriate. 

Participation by member states in any activities planned for the "Year" 
should be on a wholly voluntary basis. 

No objection is seen to the general schedule, as to timing, suggested 
by the Director -General. 
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WORLD HEALTH YEAR 

Report by the Director- General (continued) 

1. As stated in document Ala /Р&B /1, the Director- General requested those Member 

Governments who had not sent their observations on the proposal to hold a World 

Health Year to do so preferably not later than 15 April 196Э. 

Attached are copies of the substantial replies received as of 25 April 1966. 

2. Thus, including the previous replies embodied in document A13/P&B/1, 43 Member 

States and Associate Members have submitted their observations on the subject. . 

З. It has been shown in paragraph 3 of document EB25/53, already submitted under 

document A13 /Р&B /1 that some Member Governments concurred explicitly or implicitly 

with the proposal to hold a World Health Year, while others thought in essence that 

the results of such a Year would not be commensurate with the cost of organizing it, 

or that the time was not opportune for holding a World Health. Year in view of the 

new commitments which the World Health Organization is undertaking, and furthermore 

that some Member Governments, while submitting various comments, considered that a 

further study of the proposal and its financial implications was necessary or stated 

that their final attitude would depend on developments at the forthcoming Health 

Assembly. The majority of the replies reproduced in this addendum fall within the 

last category. 
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BELGIUM 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 24 March 1960) 

. I have the honour, to inform you that already in 1959 it was my opinion 
that the multiplication of undertakings of this nature runs the risk of wearying 
the public and causing a useless expenditure of energy and money which could be much 
better employed. 

According to its promoters, the Mental Health Year, organized by the World 
Federation for Mental Health and supported by WHO, will be merely the starting point 
for activities which are to spread over four years. 

In 1963, FAO proposes to inaugurate another year, this time devoted to nutrition. 
Such a flood of subjects, among which it is becoming difficult to make a choice, 
cannot but weaken general interest. 

Moreover, scientific medical research, a long -term, continuous process, carried 
on in the silence of the laboratories, is ill - suited to the spectacular manifesta- 
tions of a propaganda year. 

The financial aspect should also not be lost sight of: WHO, despite a con- 
stantly expanding budget, finds it very difficult to fulfil its obligations in fields 
forming an essential part of its mission. 

Finally, it is hardly desirable for WHO to disperse its efforts and before 
tackling new tasks, the Organization should complete the programmes already undertaken. 

BULGARIA 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 5 April 1960) 

. The Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare is of the opinion that 
this project will definitely contribute to the realization of the aims of WHO; it 
will make possible the mobilization of national resources to improve health and 
strengthen international health collaboration. 

Such activities in other fields of international relations have proved very use- 
ful, above all when they are fully approved by governments. 



Al3/P&B/l Add. 1 
Page 3 

Of course, it would be easy to select a common topic, but this would hardly 

correspond to the most urgent problems in each country. 

During the year each government should draw up its own programme with the aim 

of encouraging public health activities and speeding up their implementation by 
using national facilities and resources with the competent assistance of WHO. Thus 
governments could show their concern for the health of their peoples, and this would 
also be an expression of the policy of peace of the various countries and govern- 
ments. 

It is unnecessary to earmark large sums for this purpose, over and above the 
regular programmes of the Organization, except to cover administrative expenses. 
On the contrary, by mobilizing the national resources the catalytic effect of the 
programmes financed by the World Health i)rganïzation might well be intensified. 
Recourse might also be had to voluntary contributions by creating a special fund for 
the organization of an International Health Year. 

We are convinced that the organization of an International Health Year as soon 
as possible would greatly contribute towards bringing about a considerable rise in 
the health standard of the peoples and towards international collaboration in the 
field of public health. 

CHILE 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 4 April 1960) 

. . It would not seem easy to apply the idea of promoting technical and 
general interest in the field of health and medical research over a given period, 
as has been done successfully in connexion with geophysical and other studies. At 
the international level, there would not appear to be any very evident need for 
arousing the national conscience as concerns collaboration in health and medical 
research matters, after the World Health Organization and the regional bodies have 
been running smoothly for many years, carrying on activities in which our country 
is actively participating. 

Furthermore, it is also difficult to decide on the general lines to be followed 
or to single out aspects of health and medical research of sufficiently universal 
interest from among the variety of situations and changing conditions prevailing in 
the different countries arid regions. There is always the possibility that, in an 
effort to create a centre of common interest during the year, the system of priorities 
established in the less advanced countries, with the assistance arid advice of the 
Organization, may be distorted. There are few topics more suitable for an Inter- 
national Health and Medical Research Year than the health problems raised by 
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ionizing radiation or the future use of interplanetary space. The imagination of 

professional and lay public of all countries would be attracted by such themes, per- 

haps causing a weakening of their efforts and feeling of responsibility for the 

solution of problems such as water supply and enteric disease which, although things 

of the past in some countries, are still very topical in the majority of towns and 

villages all over the -icrld. 

It is impossible to deny, nevertheless, the value and importance of an under- 

taking of this nature, as an aid to the increasing efforts of health administrations 

to deepen among both governments and those governed, a consciousness of the extent 

of health problems and of their repercussions on economic and social development. 

Such a project would strengthen the feeling of participation in the world -wide 

activities guided by the World Health Organization. These benefits should be 

weighed against the additional cost represented by the proposed international year, 

in fresh expenditure and effort, both to the Organization and to the countries. 

We believe that it would not be advisable to take funds from the regular budget of 

the Organization, intended to finance activities whose priority has been well es- 

tablished after years of joint consultation and to which many nations are devoting 

considerable efforts. 

In brief, our Government considers that, if most countries approve the idea of 

organizing an International Health and Medical Research Year, its aims should be 

very clearly defined so as to intensify at the national and international levels, 

those activities in which the Organization is now collaborating and to stress the 

fields most suitable for collaboration in the coming five -year period. Again, in 

our view, the project should be financed from sources other than the regular budget, 

preferably by means of voluntary contributions. 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 7 April 1960) 

The Federal Republic of Germany is ready in principle to co- operate in 

this project; however, detailed suggestions cannot be submitted until it is possible 

to foresee what sums will be considered necessary for the various programmes, the way 

in ihicii they should be made available and how international collaboration can be 

eY.6ured. 
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(Letter dated 10 March 1960) 

. We refer you to resolution ЕM/RСэΡ/R.11 which represents our opinion about 
the subject. 

LAOS 

(Translated from the French) 

(Letter dated.á April 1960) 

. The Royal Government of Laos regrets that it is not in a position to put 
forward definite suggestions concerning the International Health and Medical Research 
Year, 

However, seeing that it has to cope with serious health problems in the Kingdom 
(control of malaria and infant mortality) in the solution of which WHO and the 
Government are already encountering difficulties, it feels that this is not a 
suitable time to launch into new endeavours which would disperse: the efforts of the 
Organization. 

LUXEMBOURG 

(Translation from the French 

(Letter dated 13 April 1960) 

. . The Government of Luxembourg has studied with much sympathy and under- 
standing the suggestion that a World Health Year be organized. Nevertheless, 
taking into account the fact that the World Health Organization programme provides 
for a large number of practical undertakings of world importance requiring appreciable 
financial means, the Government feels that it would be preferable to postpone - at 
least for the present - the implementation of the project for the organization of a 
World Health Year and to concentrate all possible efforts on the implementation of 
programmes already established, whose necessity has been recognized by all countries. 
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NORWAY 

(Letter dated 7 April 1960) 

. The views of the Norwegian Government on this matter were expressed by the 
Norwegian Delegation to the XII World Health Assembly, and remain unchanged for the 
time being. 

The Norwegian Delegation to the XIII World Health Assembly will, however, be in 

the position to analyse the problem again in the light of new informations presented 
to said Assembly, and the Government is of course willing to reconsider its attitude 
in the light of those informations. In any case, the Government, will be most 
pleased to implement the decision reached by the Assembly in this matter. 

FEDERATION OF 
RHODESIA AND NYASALAND 

(Letter dated 17 March 1960) 

. , to advise you that the Federal Government of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
strongly supports resolution No. 6 of the Report of the Ninth Session of the WHO 
Regional Committee for Africa (document AFR. RC9 /10 Rev.1) of 16 October 1959, and 

recommends that the holding of an International Health and Medical Research Year 
(now to be termed the World Health Year) be postponed indefinitely. 

SPAIN 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 22 March 1960) 

. . the Spanish, Health Administration considers that before making any 

decision on this subject it would be desirable to study very carefully the specific 

aims of such a project, its scope and, above all, its utility in promoting the 

natural development of and general progress in World Health. 

Furthermore, it is felt that in the light of the conclusions drawn from such 

an initial study, a careful examination should be made of the financial means which 

would have to be provided both by WHO and in the form of supplementary contributions. 

I have the honour to communicate the above to you in connexion with your letter 

С.L.19.1959 of 27 July 1959. 
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(Letter•dated 17 Marèh 1960) 

After. careful consideration the Ministry'of Public Health would like to 
express their interest in international co- operation to improve the health of all 
peoples and agree in principle that the organization of a World Health Year would be 
.very useful, to all nations. However, owing to existing heavy commitments of 
national effort in the control or eradication.of malaria,'yaws, cholera, smallpox, 

tuberculosis, leprosy etc., it is doubted whether the Government of Thailand would, 
at present, have the necessary resources to take part effectively. 

However, the Ministry of Public Health are ready to co- operate in this matter 
with Other Member States to the best of their ability. : 

TUNISIA 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 5 April 1960) 

The holding of an International Health and Medical. Research Year is cer- 
tainly desirable for the reason, among others, that it will be a means of drawing the 
attention of the peoples to health problems - which amounts more or less to promoting 
the cause of Public Health throughout the world. Realization of the fact that ac- 
.tivities.for the solution of health . problems are lagging behind those in other fields 
emphasizes the need for energetic' action in the field of health and medical research. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that the problems must be dealt with in Order of 
urgency, so that efforts have been rightly concentrated upon certain communicable 
diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, trachoma, rabies, smallpox, etc. 

The organization of an International Health and Medical Research Year seems to 
us to be called for if its aim - at least in s.o far as the "health" part is concerned. - 
is to give a. new impulse towards intensification of effort on the part of national . 

organizations and international co- operation in the field of health for the com- 
bating of diseases against which campaigns have already begun. If, on the other 
hand, the holding of such a year' were to result in a reduction of the funds available 
for activities already under way, it would prejudice any improvement in world health 
conditions and would .therefore . be undesirable since the slightest relaxation in the 
programmes already in hand might mean that the whole situation would return to what 
it was at the outset. It is therefore essential that the goals and programme of 
such a project be defined very precisely and unequivocally. Questions of timing, 
financing and organization can only be discussed in relation to the aims to be 
achieved and the programme to be adopted. . 
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Aims of the project 

In our opinion, the organization of an International Health and Medical Research 

Year should aim, firstly, at intensification of the campaigns already being waged 

against those communicable diseases which are by common consent considered to con- 

stitute the most urgent problems. For the purpose of giving wider publicity and 

greater scope to these campaigns, and in order more effectively to draw the attention 

of peoples and governments to these questions, it is advisable to make use of such 

means as meetings, seminars., exhibitions, and propaganda media of various kinds for 

the health education of the public and dissemination of the knowledge acquired in the 
control of the diseases in question. The participation of international medical 
and scientific bodies is also very desirable for the success of the project. 

It is difficult at first sight to conceive of the second part of the project, 
concerning "medical research" as coming within the framework of WHO's activities, 
since the Organization has no international laboratories. As research institutes 
are national, WHO could give them some guidance in their activities by encouraging 
research on the one hand and, on the other, by co- ordinating the work of the various 
laboratories and by subsidizing them where necessary. The Organization might even 
choose a particular subject for study from different angles by the various countries; 
the subject could be chosen from such varied fields as those of cancer, cardio- 
vascular lesions, the use of atomic energy in medicine, etc. 

Programme of the project 

This should be limited to two fields: control of communicable disease and 
$edical research. 

(a) Activitie's in the field of communicable disease should aim at improvement 
of public health by continuation and intensification of the control of such diseases 
as malaria, tuberculosis, the treponematoses, poliomyelitis, rabies, smallpox, 
trachoma, leprosy, bilharziasis, leishmaniasis, echinococciasis, etc. The object 
of such control would necessarily differ from country to country seeing that 
communicable diseases themselves vary according to country and even according to 
region. 

(b) WHO's task in the field of research might consist in following up and co- 
ordinating research work. In our view, however, it would perhaps be preferable for 
WHO to choose a definite subject (the same for all countries) for study from different 
angles according to the institute and the special interests of the respective workers. 
WHO would be responsible for distributing, co- ordinating and, where necessary, assist- 
ing in the work. 

As an example, the research problem set for the International Health and Medical 
Research Year might be the early diagnosis of cancer, seeing that early diagnosis is 
the basis of the successful treatment and the subsequent possible cure of this disease 
which is afflicting humanity in all lands and climates. The subject would be studied 
from the histological, histochemical, biochemical, immunological, radiological, etc. 

viewpoints. 
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The problem could be restricted, for example, to serological diagnosis of the 

disease, or even to diagnosis of certain types of malignant tumour. 

For' the implementation of such a programme, adequate equipment, specialized 

personnel and, possibly, the collaboration of research institutes and cancer hospitals 

would be necessary. 

The progress of the work would have to be co- ordinated by a committee designated 

by WHO and visiting the various laboratories. The task of this co- ordinating 
committee woulд be to inspect the work and to circulate among the laboratories in- 

formation concerning the new techniques introduced and the results achieved. The 

committee in question should be composed of men of science in different fields -and 
of different nationalities, capable of inspiring confidence in all the workers,: what- 

ever their country of origiпь. 

The executiоn of this programme would lay a considerable material burden and a 
heavy responsibility upon WHO but such an approach would enable the Organization to 
accomplish anew and constructive task as part of this project. 

Conclusion 

Generally speaking, although Tunisia agrees in principle with the holding of an 
International Health and Medical Research Year on condition that a detailed and 
clearly defined programme is established, it would nevertheless advocate extreme 
caution in order to avoid the possibility of launching a vast programme whose noble 
purpose and practical value would be clear to all but which might have to be cur- 
tailed when in full swing because of aims going beyond the practical possibility of 
carrying them out. 

TURKEY 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 6 April 19б0) 

It seems to us, in the first place, that the International Health and Medical 
Research Year should be considered as covering two quite separate subjects since, in 

our view, "medical research" is one of WHO's regular activities.. We are, therefore, 
entirely in agreement with the new name adopted. 

With regard to the organization of a World Health Year, we wonder how far such a 
venture would be useful, and whether it would, be possible to develop it on a large 
scale. Would it not be wiser and preferable to devote the large amounts of money 
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and great effort which would be required for such a project to the very important 

programmes which are already being implemented and which are in danger of being com- 

promised due to lack of financial resources? Furthermore, would Health Administra- 

tions ?:,e ready and able to contribute usefully and adequately, to a World Health Year 

in which it would certainly be necessary for the great majority of Member countries 

to participate? Our Administration, in any case, does not feel that it would be in 

a position to participate usefully in such a project, either technically or financially, 

in the near future. We have, moreover, some experience in this field. The local 

health education committee.in an important department of this country has been making 
use, during recent years, of the celebration of World Health Day to organize a week 

of health propaganda, but it has never been possible to extend such activities into 

other departments or to prolong them beyond one week. 

In the light of all these considerations, we regret that we are unable at the 

present time to give an answer in favour of the organization in the near future of 

such a lengthy undertaking. It seems to us that it would be wise and preferable ter 

organize a short -term celebration - lasting one month for example - which might per- 

haps take place on the occasion of WHO's twentieth anniversary. It could commence 

on World Health Day, 7 April, of the year in question and end with a commemorative 
ceremony. The expenses incurred could easily be covered by voluntary contributions 
without any call upon the Organization's regular budget; We feel that the results 

of such a celebration would be as useful and advantageous as those to be expected 
of a World Health Year. 

VENEZUELA 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 28 March 1960) 

Although in principle our Government is in favour of any activity liable to 

stimulate national interest in campaigns far the Lmprovement of public health, it is 

of the opinion that this project should only be implemented when there is more 

definite knowledge of the extent to which it is accepted by the majority of countries, 

the real benefits it is hoped to derive from it, the financial commitments it is 

likely to entail both for the various countries and for the Organization, and 'the 

more or less complex administrative machinery which will have to be established in 

order to ensure its success. 

Consequently, our Government feels that the project in question should be studied 

in greater detail and that a definite statement should be made of its implications 

from the above -mentioned points of view. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

(Letter dated 20 April 1960) 

. . I wish to point out your statement to the Twelfth World Health Assembly 

involved two purposes for which I wish to forward the remarks of the Afghan Ministry 

of Public Health as follows: 

1. For the intensification of the field activity in the control and eradication of 

specific diseases, we will do everything possible to reach the final stages of the 

problems of smallpox and malaria campaigns, provided desirable and adequate co- 

operation of the World Health Organization is granted. This programme has already 

drawn the special attention of the Afghan Government. 

2. In regard to the second point of your proposed programme it is expressed that 

the following two ailments (a) cardiovascular diseases and (b) cancer are considered 

as the two most killing diseases which have affected major populations in the well - 

developed countries. These well -developed countries enabled to furnish the research, 

are to be urged to undertake the task of providing further information and impetus 

during the International Health and Medical Research Year with the WHO joint co- 

operation. This fruitful fact would no doubt bring out comprehensive benefits and 

advantages for the mankind and the universe of medicine. 

It is, however, believed that the regular budget of WHO to fulfil contentedly 

the purpose is so confined and fully devoted for the continuation of the regular 

programmes of the countries involved that it is therefore suggested that the excess 
expenditure for the Health Year is to be covered through contributions of individuals 
and general public which is expected to give us effective results. 

AUSTRALIA 

(Letter dated 21 April 1960) 

. . Australia is not in favour at this stage, of an International Health and 
Medical Research Year. It is felt that the project would be costly and irrespective 
of whether it was financed by voluntary contributions of Member States or by a direct 
allocation from the regular funds of WHO, such expenditure could be devoted to better 
use, and might under the present circumstances, be better spent on programmes which 

would yield long -term results. Australia believes that medical research and inter- 
national health must be based on long -term planning, and on a long -term goal. It 

does not seem an appropriate subject for an action limited to a period of one year. 
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A further objection to the proposal is that the effort concentrated on such a 
Year would detract from the normal activities of WIC at a time when the Organization 
is fully involved in extensive disease eradication programmes. 

In conclusion the Department has commented that further consideration of the 
holding of an International Health and Medical Research Year might be directed to 
the question of a more suitable time for holding such a Year. 

BURMA 

г аtекi 6 Ар�гi1 :1960) 

. the Government of the Union of Burma have no comments to offer in respect 
of the International Health and Medical Research Year. This was conveyed to you 
vide my letter No. 'NT 546 /Pа dated 28 November 1959. 

I may add as a further clarification that the Government of the Union of Burma 
have no comments to offer because it is not possible for Burma to participate in an 
International Health and Medical Research Year at present. 

CEYLON 

(Letter dated 22 April 1960) 

. . Ceylon agreed with the other members of the Regional Committee at the 
Twelfth Session held in September 1959, who, while accepting in principle that it 
would be useful to hold an International Health and Medical Research Year, decided 
however not to recommend such an activity being sponsored by the WHO for the time 
being. 

EL SALVADOR 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 21 April 1960) 

. . . This Ministry is grег;tlу interested in the holding of a World Health Year, 
which shows the importance the nations and their governments attribute to the study 
and solution of problems affecting world public health. 
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It is known that each country has its own public health problems, differing to 

a varying lesser or greater degree from those of other countries. Nevertheless, it 

is recognized that at present there are two groups of diseases which cause the 

greatest harm to the world population: 

(a) preventable communicable diseases; 

(b) degenerative diseases (cardiovascular and cancer). 

It is therefore considered that the subjects to be dealt with during the World 
Health Year should be limited in number and efforts concentrated on those diseases 
causing the most harm to humanity. 

We would suggest the following as topics or activities: 

(а) Malaria eradication. WHO and other international organizations are 

already engaged in one of the greatest collective campaigns ever undertaken 
by humanity, namely the eradication of malaria. 

However it is still very far from being crowned with the desired success, 
which still calls for great efforts and resources for its achievement. So 

far much has been done by national efforts and international co- operation, 
but the final goal of the campaign is still distant. At present 84 countries 

and territories are engaged in this struggle and it is therefore suggested 

that during the World Health Year the fight against malaria should be one of the 
main topics dealt with, while stressing its importance in the eyes of the 
peoples and governments. 

(b) Tuberculosis. This is another of the major public health problems 
affecting the social and economic development of a great number of countries. 
Even if tuberculosis mortality has decreased in many countries in recent years, 
its morbidity rate and the incapacity produced by it are still alarmingly high. 
The tuberculosis rate in El Salvador is 3.5 per cent. among the population over 
15 years of age, so that in this country it is one of the diseases most affect- 
ing public health. In view of the methods of diagnosis and the drugs at 
present available, a programme might be initiated during the World Health 
Year which could be called "World Campaign for Tuberculosis Eradication ". 

(e) Smallpox. Although advances have been made in many countries as regards 
the eradication of smallpox, there are still foci in different parts of the 
world which are potential dangers for world health. The fact that there have 
been no smallpox cases during the last quarter of a century in many countries 
has given rise to a dangerous feeling of confidence, to such an extent that 
vaccination programmes are not given their due importance. In view of the 
fact that the smallpox problem still exists, that the degree of immunity is 
low in the majority of countries and considering the interest that the African, 
Western Mediterranean, South -East Asian, Western Pacific and American Regions 
have shown in eradicating this scourge, it is felt that a smallpox vaccination 
programme on a world scale should be included as an important activity in the 
World Health Year. 



A1з /P&В /1 Add.2 

page 5 

These three diseases call for long -term campaigns; it can hardly be 

expected that a year will suffice to bring the latter to a successful con- 

clusion, but the World Health Year would serve to increase world interest and 

strengthen the fight against these diseases by including them in a world 

eradication plan. 

(d) Cancer and heart disease are the chief causes of death in modern society; 
new methods of diagnosis are revealing that they are a public health programme, 

so that these diseases should form the subject of study and investigation. 

We would suggest that it is very important to select for the World Health Year 
a limited number of topics and activities, so that technical and financial services 

can фneentra.te pn a few subjects, instead of choosing a large variety of different 

topics. 

The success of a World Health Year would necessitate adequate personnel And 
sufficient funds to tackle the great expenditure involved. If any large scale 

programme is adopted there will necessarily be an increase in the budget of each 
country concerned. There can be no doubt that many countries will be able to cope 
with this requirement and make suitable provision in their budgets; but there are 
many other countries whose budgets are already limited because of a difficult 
economic position which will not permit them to vote sufficient additional funds for 
the successful carrying out of any programmes which it is decided to implement. 

From the practical viewpoint the problem of funds should be one of the major 
concerns of WHO and a solution should be sought so as to ensure that no difficulties 
will arise at the end of the year preventing its successful completion. The pro - 
gramme which j.t is decided to carry out may be a very good one, but if the majority 
of the countries are without the funds or the necessary assistance for putting it 
into practice, the World Health Year will not achieve the succes8 which we all desire. 
To make its realization more possible, all international organizations interested in 
the health and wellbeing of humanity should contribute funds. The World Health Year 
will be a task calling for many millions of dollars. 

If the World Health Year is to extend over a period of a year and a half or 
more, it would be very desirable to look for a name indicating the time which the 
carrying out of this undertaking will require, since the use of the word "Уеar" 
implies a corresponding time interval. 

HONDURAS 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 20 April 1960) 

. The Health Authorities of the Republic have decided to put into practice 
the first stage of the National Health Plan, with reference to the integration of 
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Health Districts 1, 2 and 3 which comprise the Central, Northern and Southern zones. 

As regards the attitude of the Honduran health authorities to the World Health Year, 

this will depend on available funds. 

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

(Letter dated 10 April 1960) 

. . Jordan welcomes the idea of the Medical Research Year. No pure research 
in medicine is carried out now. However, we have in Jordan projects which are 
worthy of investigation, such as, tuberculosis, malaria and enteric infections. 
The former two are mainly of combating nature and the latter for survey and classifi- 
cation of the important enteric bacteria. 

PERU 

(Translation from the Spanish) 

(Letter dated 3 May 1960) 

. My Government approves the establishment of the "International Health and 
Medical Research Year", and is of the opinion that the aims, programmes, date and 
financing of the Year could be discussed by an ad hoc committee during the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly, in the event of the idea being approved by the majority of 
the Member States. 

ROMANIA 

(Translation from the French) 

(Letter dated 25 April 1960) 

. The resolutions adopted as regards this problem during the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly, the Ninth Session of the Regional Committee for Europe and the 
Twenty -Fifth Session of the WHO Executive Board indicate that the organization of an 
International Health and Medical Research Year could stimulate international co- 
operation in the field of health promotion throughout the world. 
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The delegation of the People's Republic of Romania to the Ninth Session of the 
Regional Committee for Europe supported the proposal for the organization of the said 
international manifestation in the field of health. 

We should therefore like to confirm that we are in agreement with the organization 
of an International Health and Medical Research Year. 


