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1. POSSIBILITIES OF REDUCING THE LENGTH OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 3.6 of 
the Agenda (Document A13/AFL/31) (continued) 

Dr PETRQVIC (Yugoslavia), introduced the draft resolution proposed jointly by 

his delegation and by the delegations of Iraq. Ireland and Norway (document A13/AFL/5L). 

Dr CAYLA (France), said that his delegation fully supported the draft resolution. 

Dr MUDALIAR (India), said he had no objection to the draft resolution. However, 

he had done a little private research and discovered that the time taken by the twelve 

preceding Health Assemblies had been as follows; Firsts 31 days; Second, 20 days; 

Third, 19 days; Fourth to Tenth.» 18 days; Eleventh, 17 days; and Twelfth, 18 days. 

So, considering the increased membership of the Organization and the natural desire 

of many delegations to speak in the debate on the Annual Report, it would not be too 

bad a result if the record of the last ten Assemblies could be maintained. On the 

other hand, an effective way of not shortening the Health Assemblies would be to keep 

the question of how to shorten them on the agenda of each session; for instance, it 

had taken three hours of the time of the present Committee. From his own experience, 

he believed that the only certain way of expediting business was to insist that each 

item should be finished by a particular time, even if it meant meeting in the evening. 

Nevertheless, as he had said, he would not oppose the draft resolution, and was glad 

that at any rate it was not proposed to reduce the time spent on Technical Discussions, 

which he believed all Member States had come to regard as extremely valuable. 

Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America), proposed a small amendment to the 

draft resolution with a view to ensuring earlier action, It was clear that some 

duplication of discussion occurred, and a proposai had actually been made that the 



debates on the Annual Report for the year just passed and the programme and budget 

estimates for the coming year should be combined. His proposal, then, was to add 

a second operative paragraph readings 

REQUESTS the Director-General and the Executive Board in preparing 
the provisional agenda for the World Health Assembly to bear in mind the 
possibility of combining items so as to avoid duplicate discussion. 

Dr OJALA (Finland), and Dr VANNUGLI (Italy), supported the proposed amendment, 

while Mr BRADY (Ireland), accepted it on behalf of all four sponsors of the draft 

resolution. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was approved unanimously. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document A13/AFL/30) 

Decision: The draft third report of the Committee (document A13/AFL/30) 
was adopted without comment. 

3. TEXT OF THE APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1 9 6 I : Item 3.4.4 
of the Agenda (Document A13/AFL/31) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr DCROLLE, Deputy Director-General, introduced 

the draft text contained in document A13/AFL/32, explaining, in reply to a question 

from Mr AL-KHALAF (Iraq), that the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters was responsible for the form of the Appropriation Resolution, while both 

main Committees were responsible for filling in the figures, in the relevant 

appropriation sections. 



Decision; The text contained in document A13/AFL/32 was approved without 
further comment. 

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m. 


