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1. In resolution WHAl2.12,1 the Twelfth World Health Assembly decided that there

is a need for a headquarters building for WHO and that plans and specifications,

together with more precise cost estimates within a maximum limit of Sw.fr. 40 000 000

(US $9 302 326), should be laid before the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. It

further decided that the choice ^f a building plan and an architect should be made

through international competition, the rules for which, including the value of the

prizes to be offered, were to be established by the Executive Board. At the same

time it delegated to the Board powers to act on behalf of the Assembly as regards

approval of the building site, of the contract arrangements with the Swiss authori-

ties, both Federal and Cantonal, and of the contract with the architect. It

requested a full report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly on the status of

the building plans and on the financing of the expenditure.

Action by Executive Board, twenty- fourth session

2. The Executive Board considered the matter at its twenty- fourth session held in

June 1959, and adopted a resolution (EB24.R30)1 dealing with those matters delegated

to it by the Assembly. The Board approved the rules and programme for the

architectural competition and agreed that, for practical reasons, the architectural

competition should be limited to a maximum of 15 architects of repute, to be

proposed by a committee of architectural experts chosen from various countries.

It accepted the list of architects proposed by the Director- General to be invited

to serve on the expert committee, as well as the list of persons to be invited to

serve on the jury of the competition (see Annex A). The Board also approved the

proposed building site.

1
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed., p. 322
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'Architectural Competition

3. The committee of architectural experts met on 15 June 1959 and proposed a list

of 15 architects to be invited to submit designs. Invitations were issued on

1 July 1959 to these architects, and all accepted (see Annex B). The definitive

'designation of the land offered as a building site was received from the Cantonal

authorities on 13 November 1959 and the competition was opened on 14 November. On

that date, the Director - General sent to the competitors all necessary documentation,

informing them at the same time that, in accordance with the rules, the competition

would close on 14 April 1960, By that date, each competitor must have presented

plans, elevations, cross- sections and perspectives of his project, together with a

calculation of the cubic contents, a description of the main features of the design,

and the nature of the materials envisaged. These submissions, together with

preliminary cost estimates calculated from them, will provide a basis for the jury's

consideration of the projects, The jury has been convened to meet in Geneva on

25 April 1960, and the Director -General expects to be able to report to the

Thirteenth World Health Assembly the outcome of the jury's deliberations. This

would be done in the farm of an addendum to this document and would thus comply,

in sO far as it is possible to do so by that date, with the requirements c,f

'operative paragraph 2 of resolution WHAl2,12.

Financing

4. On 18 December 1959, the Swiss Federal Assembly approved the interest -free loan

of Sw,.fr. 20 000 000 which the Federal Government had earlier proposed, It will be

recalled from the resolution of the Twelfth Health Assembly1 that the Republic and

Canton of Geneva has offered a further loan of Sw,fr. 10 000 000 at 1 -5/8 per cent.

interest, Both loans would be repayable in 20 years. Draft agreements between

WHO and the Federal and Cantonal authorities regarding the detailed terms of these

credits, as well as the terms of WHO's occupancy of the building site, are

presently under preparation and will be submitted in due course to the Executive

Board for approval in accordance with the terms of resolution WHAl2:12.1

Resolution WHAl2.12, Handb'ok of Resolutions and Decisions, p. 322
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5. As a further source of financing, the Twelfth World Health Assembly requested

the Executive Board and the Director - General to study the question of a suitable

reimbursement by the United Nations to WHO for its investment in the Palais des

Nations. It will be recalled that WHO paid in 1951 for an extension of the

Palais des Nations at a cost .of about Sw.fr. 4.4 million, of which Sw.fr. 3 million

was granted by the Swiss Confederation for the purpose of providing suitable

accommodation to WHO. The Executive Board, at its twenty - fourth session, requested

the Director -General to bring to the attention of the Secretary -General of the

United Nations resolutions WHAl2.12 and EB24.30 and to invite him to present this

matter to the appropriate bodies of the United Nations for consideration. This

was done by letter of 11 June 1959. As reported to the Executive Board at its

twenty -fifth session, the Secretary - General presented the matter to the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions by document A /C.5 /810

(see Annex C) and this Committee reported to the General Assembly in document A/4319

(see Annex D). The Director- General has transmitted the Board's resolution

EB25,13451 (Annex E) to the Secretary- General for his consideration. Should there

be further developments in this matter before the Health Assembly discusses

Headquarters Accommodation, these will be reported by addendum to this document.

6. As a further element in the total financing arrangements, the Twelfth Health

Assembly established a "Headquarters Building Fund" and authorized an initial

credit to it of $500 000 from the Assembly Suspense Account. Prevision has been

made in the proposed budget estimates for 1961 for a further credit of a like sum.

In addition, the Board has been authorized by resolution WHAl2.12 to accept, on

behalf of the Assembly, "voluntary contributions, gifts and bequests from govern-

ments, foundations, individuals, and others ". To date, there have been no gifts

or voluntary contributions, nor might they be expected at this early stage. The

Assembly may feel, however, that it is now time to bring this matter to the attention

of governments and of other possible sources of voluntary assistance.

1 Off. Rec. Wld H1th Org. 99
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JURY TO ASSIST THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL IN CHOICE OF DESIGN
FOR THE NEW WHO HEADQUARTERS BUILDING

1. Mr Sven Gottfrid MARKELIUS, Architect, Stockholm, Sweden

(alternate: Mr Hakon Ahlberg, Stockholm, Sweden)

2. Mr Gio PONTI, Architect, Milan, Italy

(alternate: Mr Eugène Beaudoin, Paris, France)

3. Sir Howard ROBERTSON, Architect, London, United Kingdom

(alternate: Mr Albert Cingria, Geneva, Switzerland)

4. The Secretary -General of the International Union of Architects, Paris, France

5. The Chairman of the Executive Board

6. The Conseiller d'Etat, Chief of the Public Works Department of the Canton of

Geneva, Switzerland

7. The Director -General of WHO, Chairman
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ARCHITECTS WHO HAVE ACCEPTED TO SUBMIT DESIGNS -

FOR THE NEW WHO HEADQUARTERS BUILDING

Messrs G. A. Bernasconi, A. Fiocchi, M. Nizzoli, Milan, Italy

Messrs Ir. J. H. Van den Broek & J. B. Bakema, Rotterdam, Netherlands

Mr J. Dubuisson, Paris, France

Mr Guergi Gradov, Moscow, USSR

Messrs Haefeli, Moser & Steiger, Zurich, Switzerland

Messrs Hentrich & Petschnigg, Dusseldorf, Federal Republic of Germany

Mr Arne Jacobsen, Klampenborg, Denmark

Mr Raymond Lopez, Paris, France

Mr A. E. Reidy, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Messrs Viljo Revell & Company, Helsinki, Finland

Mr Eero Saarinen, Bloomfield Hills, Mich., USA

Mr Hugh Stubbins, Cambridge, Mass., USA

Mr Kenzo Tange, Tokyo, Japan

Mr Jean Tschumi, Lausanne, Switzerland

Messrs Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall, London, United Kingdom
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Fourteenth session
FIFTH COMMITTEE
Agenda item 44

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1960

World Health Organization Headquarters Accommodation

Note by the Secretary -General

1. The Secretary -General has been requested in a letter dated 11 June 1959 from

the Director -General of the World Health Organization to . bring to the attention of

the appropriate bodies of the United Nations for their consideration the resolutions

on the subject of Headquarters accommodation adopted by the Twelfth World Health

Assembly and by the Executive Board of the World Health Organization at its twenty -

fourth session. These resolutions1 are brought to the General Assembly's attention

in consequence of the provisions of paragraph 9 of the former and paragraph 5 of the

latter, both dealing with the question of a suitable reimbursement to the World

Health Organization by the United Nations for its investment in the Palais des Nations

in consideration of releasing the space which the World Health Organization now

occupies in the Palais. The Director- General is expected to make a further report

on this matter to the Executive Board at its twenty -fifth session scheduled for

January 1960.

2, The preambles to both the Assembly and the Executive Board resolutions note that

the World. Health Organization has made an investment in the Palais des. Nations of

Sw.fr, 4,425 763 (us$ 1 029 252) inclusive of the grant made by the Swiss authorities

of Sw.fr. 3 000 000 (us$ 697 674+) for the purpose of facilitating the World Health

Organization's accommodation in Geneva. The position of the representative of the

59- 29.96

1
1JHAl2.12 and EB22R.,30,1 HandboTk of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed.,

pp. 322 -323
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Secretary- General before the World Health Organization Assembly and Executive Board

has been that the Secretary -General was not in a position to commit the United Nations

in any way but that he was ready to co- operate in the search of solutions satisfactory

to Member States of both the United Nations and the World Health Organization. It

should further be noted that the authorities of the Swiss Confederation and of the

Republic and Canton of Geneva, subject to parliamentary approval, have offered to

provide a building site for the new Headquarters and to assist in the financing by

granting new loans to a total of Sw.fr. 30 000 000 (US$ 6 976 744).

3. Under the Agreement of 15 February 1950, concerning the premises to be used as

World Health Organization Headquarters in Geneva, the United Nations agreed to extend

the Palais des Nations with funds provided by the World Health Organization, title to

the Palais, thus extended and transformed, remaining vested in the United Nations.

In consideration of the funds provided by the World Health Organization, the United

Nations leased the premises to the World Health Organization fcr ninety -nine years at

a rental of one Swiss franc. The cost of utilities (e.g. gas, electricity, heating,

hot and cold water, telephone) and of conference and general services provided to the

World Health Organization by the United Nations were to be proportionately borne by

the World Health Organization. It was also agreed that repairs to the building were

the responsibility of the United Nations except those minor repairs necessary to ensure

normal use, the cost of which were chargeable to the World Health Organization. The

World Health Organization's option as against other organizations on additional

available space and the granting of the World Health Organization's request for

further construction in the Palais were subject primarily to payment of cost thereof

by the World Health Organization. The lease was subject to renewal on the World

Health Organization's option.

4. Except for a nominal one Swiss franc annual rental, no other rental is chargeable

to the World Health Organization by the United Nations for the ninety- nine -year lease.

The lease was due however "in consideration of the funds to be paid by WHO to UN"

to cover the cost of construction of the World Health Organization's offices in

the Palais.

5. The authorization to lease to the World Health Organization the premises located

in the Palais, given to the Secretary -General by the General Assembly in resolution

360 (IV) was based on the fact that the World Health Organization will have full
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responsibility for the additional expenditures required to cover the total construction

cost of the projected extension, Furthermore, the Preamble of the Agreement mentions

resolution 360 (IV) and acknowledges the conditions required by the General Assembly

that "any extension or transformation of the Palais des Nations necessary to

accomplish this purpose (the leasing to the World Health Organization of premises

located in the Palais) is made by the United Nations at the expense of the World

Health Organization ".

6. Following receipt of the letter of 11 June 1959 from the Director -- General of the

World Health Organization, a report was made to the Advisory Committee on Adminis-

trative and Budgetary Questions at its summer session. At that time, the

Secretary -General stated, inter alia, that to assist the General Assembly in its

consideration of this question, a more complete statement setting forth the factual

considerations involved, together with the consequences, budgetary and otherwise,

which an eventual move by the World Health Organization would entail for the United

Nations, would subsequently be prepared.

7. In the meantime, however, difficulties which have only very recently been

resolved were encountered by the Swiss authorities in finding a suitable site that

could be made available to the World Health Organization for its headquarters. In

a letter dated 16 November 1959, however, the Secretary -General was advised by the

Deputy Director -General of the World Health Organization as follows:

"In Dr Candau's absence I write to let you know that we have now received
from the Conseil d'Etat of Geneva a. formal notification of its decision to
place at the disposal of WHO a certain building site near the Palais, which
is within the area approved by our Executive Board. I hasten to give you
this information in relation to the conversations which have recently taken
place between you and Dr Candau on this subject and the interest you have
shown in this matter,"

8, In these circumstances, the Secretary- General doubts whether the General Assembly

is in a position to reach any conclusion at this session concerning "the question of

a suitable reimbursement to the WHO by the United Nations" for its investment in the

Palais, Accordingly he would propose that when all factc.rs pertinent to the final
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accommodation of WHO have matured sufficiently, the matter be further studied, in

consultation as necessary with the Advisory Committee and a fuller report (or

reports) be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session.

9. Meanwhile, the Secretary -General desires to stress the fact that he fully

shares the view already expressed by the Director -General of WHO, that the question

is essentially one to be decided on by the governments, members of WHO and of

United Nations respectively, and not one for negotiation between the heads of the

organizations concerned,
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Fourteenth session
Agenda item 44

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1960

World Health Organization Headquarters accommodation

-Thirty- eighth report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions to the General Assembly at its fourteenth session

1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has considered

the note by the Secretary -General (A /C.5/810) drawing attsntior to the resolutionP

adopted by the Twelfth World Health Assembly and the Executive Board of the World

Health Organization (WHO) at its twenty - fourth session on the subject of the

construction of a headquarters building for WHO and related matters. Of particular

interest to the General Assembly are the provisions in these resolutions dealing

with the question of "a suitable reimbursement to the World Health Organization by

the United Nations" for the WHO investment in the Palais des Nations in consideration

of releasing the space which WHO now occupies in the Palais.

2. It will be recalled in this regard that, pursuant to an agreement entered into

in 1950 between the United Nations and WHO, the latter provided Sw.fr. 4 425 763 for

for the extension of the Palais, of which amount Sw.fr. 3 000 000 represented a grant

made by the Swiss authorities for the purpose of facilitating WHO's accommodation

in Geneva. In consideration of the funds provided by WHO, the United Nations leased

the new premises to WHO for ninety -nine years at a nominal annual rental of one

Swiss franc.

3. The Advisory Committee gave preliminary - consideration t the matters in question

in the course of its 1959 summer session, and again in conjunction with its

examination of the 1960 budget of WHO. In its report on the administrative budgets

59 -29823
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of the specialized agencies for 1960 (A/4257, para. 73), the Committee noted that

consultations were still in progress between the Secretary -General and the

Director-General of WHO, and deferred its comments and recommendations pending the

submission to the General Assembly in due course of a detailed report on the subject

by the Secretary -General. Earlier, during its session at Geneva in April 1959,

the Committee had the opportunity of discussing with the Director- General of WHO

various aspects of the proposed move of WHO to new premises, with special emphasis

on the question of common services.

4. The details of the arrangements under which WHO has occupied space in the

Palais des Nations are set out in some detail in the Secretary- General's note

(paras 3-5). The arrangements in question are such that the question of a reimburse«

ment to WHO by the United Nations needs careful study in terms largely of practical

considerations, in.as much as the two organizations have, in the main, a common

membership.

5. It appears from the Secretary -General's note that the progress of the new

headquarters plan had been delayed by difficulties encountered by the Swiss

authorities in finding a suitable site. This problem has now been resolved and

the Conseil d'État of Geneva formally notified WHO on 16 November of its decision

to place at the disposal of that organization a building site in the immediate

vicinity of the Palais des Nations.

6. The Advisory Committee shares the Secretary -General's doubts whether, in the

above circumstances, the General Assembly is in a position to reach any conclusion

at its present session concerning the question of any reimbursement to WHO for its

investment in the Palais. The Committee accordingly concurs in the proposal of

the Secretary- General that the matter should be further studied when all factors

pertinent to the final accommodation of WHO have matured sufficiently, in consultation,

as necessary, with the Advisory Committee, and that a fuller report (or reports)

should be submitted to the General Assembly at its ,$fteenth session.
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FRENCH

HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION

The Executive Board,

Considering resolution WHAl2.12 of the Twelfth World Health Assembly;1

Having examined the further report of the Director- General2 regarding

headquarters accommodation;

I

1. NOTES with satisfaction the progress made with regard te the building

site and the opening of the architectural competition;

2. NOTES with appreciation the action of the Swiss Federal Assembly in

approving the loan of Sw.fr. 20 000 000 toward the cost of construction of

the building;

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to express to the Government of the Swiss

Confederation and to the Government of the Republic and Canton of Geneva the

gratitude of the Organization for the decisions taken with regard to the

building site and the credits for the construction of the building;

II

4. NOTES the report of the Director- General with regard to a suitable

reimbursement by the United Nations to WHO for its investment in the Palais

des Nations;

5. EXPRESSES the hope that an acceptable basis of reimbursement will be

found; and

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed., p. 322

2
EB25/9, and Add.1 and Add.2
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6. REQUESTS the Director - General to make a further report on this matter

following the Fifteenth Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations;

III

7. ESTABLISHES an ad hoc building committee composed of Professor E. Aujaleu,

Dr J. D. Hourihane and Dr L. Molitor or their alternates, to meet when required

upon convocation by the Director -General;

8. DELEGATES to this ad hoc committee, within the limits of the powers

conferred upon the Board by the World Health Assembly, authority to deal with

matters concerning headquarters accommodation which require the Board's advice

or decisinn before the next session of the Board, and in particular to

approve the text of the contract to be signed with the architect should this

be necessary prior to the next session of the Board;

IV

9. NOTES the report1 of the Director - General on the status of the Headquarters

Building Fund.

Fourteenth meeting, 27 January 1960
EB25 /M,n /l4

EB25/55
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HEADQUARTERS ACCO7MODATION

As promised in document A13 /AFL /5, the Director- General submits this further

progress report.

Building Plans and Estimates

The architectural competition closed on 14 April, as foreseen, and by 19 April

submissions had been received from all fifteen competing architects. These were

verified, analysed, and presented to the jury which met, also as foreseen, on

25 April.

The jury completed its work on 28 April and issued the report which is annexed.

All fifteen of the plans which were presented in the competition are on display in

the Palais des Nations1 until 9 May, at which time they will be moved to the Palais

des Expositions for a further month of exhibition in the city.

As will be noted from the report of the jury, and as might be expected in any

such competition, none of the plans presented is entirely suitable for execution

exactly as presented. Certain minor modifications would need to be made to the

plan awarded the first prize in order to meet precisely the requirements of the

Organization. These have been discussed with the architect who is restudying his

plan with these considerations in mind and preparing a detailed estimate of the cost

of executing the revised plan. A further document will be issued iri a few days

presenting the results of this costing.

The Building Site

On 29 April the Council of State of the Canton and Republic of Geneva formally

submitted to the Grand Council of the Canton and Republic an act expropriating those

parcels of land comprising the building site which had been previously designated

as the land offered to WHO for the construction of its new headquarters building.

1 Salle XV, Library building, first floor.
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION

Minutes

ANNEX

The jury of the international competition for the design of a new headquarters

for WHO met at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 25 to 28 April 1960 under the

chairmanship of Dr M. G. Candau, Director -General of WHO. The members of the jury

were as follows:

Mr Sven Gottfrid Markelius, architect, Stockholm, Sweden

Mr Gio Ponti, architect, Milan, Italy

Sir Howard Robertson, architect, London, England

Mr Pierre Vago, Secretary -General of the International Union of Architects

Professor E. Aujaleu, Chairman of the Executive Board of WHO

Mr Jean Dutoit, Conseille dtEtat, Head of the Public Works Department
of the Canton of Geneva

Dr M. G. Candau, Director- General of WHO2

On the proposal of Sir Howard Robertson, Mr Pierre Vago was unanimously

elected Rapporteur.

After ascertaining that the fifteen designs submitted by the architects or

teams, of architects invited to take part in the competition had been received within

the prescribed time limit and in accordance with the stipulated procedure, and that

the conditions laid down in the Rules, particularly in regard to anonymity, had been

complied with, the jury considered the results of a preliminary analysis of the

fifteen designs.

1 Mr Dutoitts place was taken at some of the meetings by Mr André Vierne,
General Secretary of the Public Works Department.

2Dr Candau's place
Director- General of WHO.

was taken at one meeting by Dr Pierre Dorolle, Deputy.
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The jury then made an initial general study of the designs, examining them

first as individuals, then as a group. The site was visited on the first day of

the meeting. The jury's method of work and the criteria for assessing the merits

of the designs were discussed and decided.

As the result of this initial study the designs bearing the following numbers

were rejected by the jury as by general consent being unsuitable for taking into

consideration for the final choice, despite their good qualities and the undoubted

interest of certain of the solutions proposed:

Nos. 002

003

004

011

013

Following a second examination it was decided not to give further consideration

to the designs bearing the following numbers:

Nos. 005

007

008

009

The jury then entered upon a very thorough study of the remaining six designs.

As a result of this study it was decided not to proceed with consideration of

design No. 015 and to subject the five other designs:

Nos. 001

006

010

012

014

to a final analyt% and comperativo examination,.
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These designs were given particularly attentive study, both by the jury as a

a whole, and, in respect of their more specifically architectural qualities, by its

architect members, on the basis of the criteria previously established.

Following a final discussion the jury proceeded to place the five designs under

consideration in order of merit. Before a final decision was taken, however, each

of the fifteen designs submitted was examined for a last time. The jury first

decided, by six votes to one, to award a first, second and third prize. Finally

the jury decided by secret and individual ballot on each of the five designs still

under consideration, to award:

first prize to design No. 014 (six votes for, one absention);

second prize to design No. 012 (five votes for, two votes against);

third prize to design No. 006 (four votes for, three votes against);

and to award an honourable mention to design No. 010 (unanimous).

The jury considered, however, that none of the designs submitted could be

recommended for putting into effect unless the authors made certain changes. The

changes, indeed, seamed essential in order to take into account certain considerations

which, while they had not been explicitly mentioned in the programme, seemed to the

organizers to be of prime importance. Furthermore, since the sums available had

been fixed, there was a definite upper limit to the cost. The competitors, however,

had not been asked to submit estimates of cost and hence the organizers were rightly

reluctant to start on a scheme before its cost has been clearly established.

Furthermore, the very thorough examination which the jury had made and the discussions

which had taken place concerning the proposed solutions made it possible to draw

up an order of merit which had to be taken into account in studying means of giving

effect to the results of the competition.

Consequently, the jury requested the Director - General to ask the author of

the winning design to study, in conjunction with WHO, the possibility of making

alterations in his design whiçh would meet all the objections and recommendations

of the jury and of carrying out the amended design within the stipulated limits

of cost.
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Finally the jury thanked WHO for the excellent organization of the competition

and the invaluable assistance which it had received from the organization s

Secretariat in carrying out its task.

Geneva, 28 April 1960

(signed) M. G. Candau (signed) Gio Ponti

(signed) P. Vago (signed) Howard Robertson

(signed) E. Aujaleu (signed) A: Vierne
(for Mr J. Dutoit)

(signed) Sven Markelius
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After the members of the jury had approved and signed the minutes, the

Director -General, in accordance with Article 14 of the Rules, opened the envelopes

containing the names of the authors of the various designs.

The design bearing the No. 001 is the

The design bearing the No. 002 is the

The design bearing the No. 003 is the
Mardall

The design bearing the No., 004 is the
Steiger

The design bearing the No. 005 is the

The design bearing the No. 006 is the

The design bearing the No. 007 is the

The design bearing the No. 008 is the
A. Fiocchi & M. Nizzcli

The design bearing the No. 009 is the
Mr J. B. Bakema

The design bearing the No. 010 is the

The design bearing the No. 011 is the

The design bearing the No. 012 is the

The design bearing the No. 013 is the

The design bearing the No. 014 is the

The design bearing the No. 015 is the

Signed by:

Geneva, 28 April 1960

work of Messrs. Hentrich & Petschnigg

work of Mr A, E. Reidy

work of Messrs. Yorke, Rosenberg &

work of Messrs. Haefeli, Moser &

work of Mr Georgi Gradov

work of Mr J. Dubuisson

work of Mr Raymond Lopez

work of Messrs. G. A. Bernasconi,

work of Dr J. H. Van den Broek &

work of Messrs. Viljo Revell & Company

work of Mr Kenzo Tange

work of Mr Eero Saarinen

work cf Mr Hugh Stubbins

work of Mr Jean Tschumi

work of Mr Arne Jacobsen

Mr Sven Gottfrid Markelius

Mr Gio Ponti

Sir Howard Robertson

Mr Pierre Vago

Professor E. Aujaleu

Mr André Vierne (for Mr Jean Dutuit)

Dr M. G. Candau
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The original description of his design given, by the architect when he submitted

it in the competition is annexed hereto. Taking into account the jury's observations,

the architect has made the following modifications:

- reduction of the depth of the offices so as to make their area coincide with

that envisaged in the programme;

- reduction by 6 per cent. of the total length of the main building;

- reduction of the height of the basements, ground floor and upper storey,

which are regarded as being calculated too broadly in the project;

- reduction of the height of the Council Room.

Moreover, the architect has studied certain simplifications of the external

arrangements, as suggested by the jury.

Taking into account the modifications which he has already made in his project,

as indicated above, and all the elements contained in the provisional estimates

submitted by the Director -General to the World Health Assembly, the architect has

estimated that the cost of carrying out his project would be made up as follows:

Sw. fr.

Construction 31 570 000

External work 350 000

Honoraria 4 000 000

Administration costs 250 000

Incidentals 3 242 000

Total 39 920 000

These estimates are based on the recent experience acquired by the architect in

constructing the building for the head offices of the Nestlé Company not far from

Geneva, a building the size of which corresponds almost exactly to that which WHO

needs and for which he used similar materials and construction methods.
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ANNEX

ORIGINAL: FRENCH

COMPETITION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING
FOR THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

DESIGN SUBMI'rriiD BY J. TSCHUMI, ARCHITECT, LAUSANNE

Description of design

ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT

The author, after study of the various concepts possible, reached the following

conclusions regarding the office building:

- the distance between the two ends of the building should be as short as

possible;

- the distance from the end offices to the meeting rooms should be as short

as possible;

- the distance from the centre of the mail distribution floor to the end

offices should be as short as possible;

- there should be a limited number of lifts and staircases to avoid all

confusion for both staff and visitors;

- a building with two blocks at right angles would not be suitable since a

large number of the staff with the windows on their left would see from

their place of work the offices of their colleagues in the building at right

angles, with their backs to the general slope of the site;

- buildings with an inner courtyard closed or open on one side or under the

buildings would not be suitable. In view of the Geneva climate it would not

appear desirable for WHO to construct a building of this character whatever

the tendency in modern architectural composition. Furthermore, a design

based on a courtyard could properly be used for large collective offices

with a view into the interior of other collective offices, but does not

seem to be suitable for individual offices, when the site is open in character;
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- a design for a building with a restricted number of floors, with the distances

from end to end too great for effective work in an international organization,

would not be desirable;

- any design, finally, which did not give a view of the city and the lake from

the upper parts of the building should be excluded.

A design for an office block up to the total permitted height, contrasting

with a Board Room block and library, was therefore finally adopted.

The south -west north -east orientation for the large building seemed to be the

best from a topographical standpoint in view of the contours and the general

direction of the lines of trees. The Board Room block, which is a lower building,

is situated at the foot of the main building.

INTERNAL ARRANGEMENTS

Eight- storey office building

The module adopted to meet the requirements of the programme was 1.80 m with

bays sub -divided to 0.60 -1.20 m.

The depth of the offices has been set at 5.30 m, without the cupboards. If the

cupboards are to be incorporated in the office areas, the cubic contents of the main

building will be reduced by about 4 per cent.

Three groups of lifts and staircases can be reached from the ground floor and

the basement containing the garages. Staff members will have direct access to the

building from the garage.

On the other floors there will be meeting rooms occupying two floors each near

the main lifts and staircases.

The suites of the Director -General and Deputy Director -General are situated in

the upper part of the building on the west side with easy direct connexions with

the reception rooms on the ninth floor and the large Board Room on the lower ground

floor. The actual floor chosen is left to the discretion of the Director- General.
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Sanitary installations, staircases and lifts are in the central part of the

building.

On the ninth floor there is a terrace, cafeteria, restaurant and lounges. These

premises may be easily reached in lifts not only from all the offices but also from

the Board Room and the library.

Ground floor

The main entrance is situated at the top of the site. In the hall are an

information desk and the groups of lifts for the various floors and conference hall.

About half a storey lower is a hail leading to the Executive Board Room,

library and the museum. This hall also contains the post office, bank and travel agency.

The ground floor, with its large windows, enables the visitor on arrival to see

the park and the Board Room block. A direct entrance gives the Director- General

aocess to the end lifts from the garage. There is also direct connexion for the

other members of staff with all the groups of lifts.

General services

The mail service is at the heart of the building. Situated on the intermediate

ground floor with good lighting, it is directly accessible from the service entrance

and the garage and is connected with the documents service and the post office. The

documents lifts make distribution to the centres of the office floors easy and quick.

Executive Board Room

The Board Room is in the centre of this representative building. On the inter-

mediate ground floor are the entrances to the hall, the public galleries and press

galleries. On the lower ground floor is the delegates hall; the offices are round

the Board Room overlooking a pool. The garden patio is sheltered from the north -east

winds by the Board Room block itself.

Library

The reading rooms look on to an inner courtyard and the offices extend on the

south -west along the porticoed block looking on to the garden patio.
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Service entrance

On an intermediate level; it is reached from the garage. It gives access to:

- the post office and the mail. service; .

- the furniture- moving service with furniture lift;

- the goods lifts serving the cafeteria;

the heating and ventilation plant.

Garages

These are underground to the north -west on two levels corresponding to the

intermediate and lower ground floors with direct entry from and exit to the projected

roads.

The number of vehicles to be accommodated
in the upper basement is 222

in the lower basement, 217 439

The number of scooters accommodated is 200

From the garage staff members may reach their own floors by lift.

The surface car parks are situated on the north -west side behind the green

belt and will accommodate 159 vehicles.

This makes a total of 598

Parking space may be increased by parking vehicles along the entrance road to

the north -east (about 200); in this way the width of the garage in the two basements

could be halved to bring down the cost.

EXTENSION

Any extension made could be on the terrace, the length of the avenue of trees

to the north -east of the site.

A five -storey building plus ground floor of'dpen pillar construction with a

central corridor for internal communication could be added to the design without

throwing it out of balance.
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MATERIALS

The main work would be in reinforced concrete and pre -stressed concrete.

In the large halls on the ground floor the floors would be in stone and marble.

The pillars would be covered in serpentine marble, leaving a slanting portion

of the concrete of the beams and ceilings visible at the top.

ki the other storeys the floors would be of P.V.C. The ceilings would be

sound -proof and there would be moveable partitions.

The facades of the large building would have aluminium windows with greyish»

white sun blinds.

The offices in the Executive Board Room block and the porticoes would have the

ceiling in a warm blue to harmonize with the white marble of the Board Room itself.

The interior of the Board Room would have its walls covered in various veneers.

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER OF THE BUILDING

Taking into account the direction in which the traffic must move, the design

is intended to give from the entrance road a general view of the building with the

Board Room surrounded by its porticoed offices and reflected in the pool.

The white marble of the Board Room will contrast with the metal elements of

the office building whose metal sun- blinds between the bays will give the contrasts

and projections necessary to enliven the large area of office frontage.

The frontage which gets less sun on the entrance side will be less obviously

contrasted by the simple and slight difference in the appearance of the surface and

the glass in the large and small windows. The meeting rooms above the entrance

porch are in a prominent position without however destroying the unity of the block.

This design with its openness and simplicity should give architecturally that

impression of calm fitting for the World Health Organization.


