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The Executive Board in its resolution EB25.R66, having considered the report

of the DirectorGeneral on relations with the League of Arab States, decided to

refer the question to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. The report which was

presented to the Executive Board (document EB25/38) is attached for the considerr.tlon

of the World Health Assembly.
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RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

Report by the Director -General

1. The Director- General has the honour to inform the Executive Board that he;has

received from the Secretary -General of the League of Arab States a request dated

28 October 1959 for the submission to the competent organs of the World Health

Organization of a draft agreement between the Organization and the League of Arab

States. The relevant parts of this communication are the following:

"As you are aware, the League of Arab States, desirous of

strengthening its relations with the World Health Organization with

a view to closer collaboration between itself and the latter, a

collaboration already established by the letters exchanged in 1954

with the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean,

envisages the conclusion of an agreement on the model of those concluded

with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural. Organization

and the. International Labour Organization.

In forwarding

be grateful if You

in accordance with

adoption, in which

herewith the text of the proposed agreement, I should

would be so kind as to arrange for it to be considered

the Constitution of the Organization with a view to

case I shall be happy to sign it."

The text of the proposed draft  agreement is attached to ,this document as Annex .A...

2. The Board will recall that the question of the relations of WHO with the

League of Arab States has already been considered and that an arrangement in the

form of an exchange of letters has been concluded with the League. The events

leading up to the existing arrangements for relationships between the two

organizations may be summarized as follows:
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2.1 In October 1953 a request was addressed by the Assistant Secretary -General

of the League of Arab States to the Director -General proposing the establishment

of a form of understanding and co- operation with the World Health Organization.

This request was submitted to the Executive Board at its thirteenth session for

consideration, the document' which was prepared for the Executive Board on that

occasion being attached to this document as Annex B.

2.2 As a result of the discussions which took place and are recorded in the

Minutes of which an extract is attached to this document as Annex C, the Board

adopted resolution EB13.R75 as follows:

"The Executive Board,

Having examined the request made on behalf of the League of

Arab States, and more particularly its Health Committee, for the

establishment of a form of understanding and co- operation with the

World Health Organization,

1. NOTES with approval that co- operative relations have already been

initiated between the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern

Mediterranean Region and the Health Committee of the League of Arab

States;

2. REQUESTS the Director -General, in collaboration with the Regional

Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, to take such further

steps,as may be necessary for continuing this understanding and co- operation."

2.3 Pursuant to this resolution and to Article 50(d) of the Constitution, an

exchange of letters was concluded between the Secretary -General of the League

and the Director of the Regional Office in Alexandria (attached to this document

as Annex D). The Executive Board, in resolution EB14.R11 adopted at its

fourteenth session,2 noted this exchange of letters "which constitute the basis

for continued co- operation between the two organizations ".

1 Document EB13/51

2
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed., p. 374
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3. The existing arrangements have thus been developed at the regional level on

the basis of the discussions in and the decisions of the Executive Board, and

constitute, as stated in the resolution EB14.R11 just quoted, the basis for

continued co- operation between the two organizations. The development of new or

revised arrangements under which the relationships would be expressed at the

headquarters level, and the necessary agreement to this effect signed on behalf

of the Organization by t:e Director -General, would be subject to Article 70 of the

Constitution. This article provides that the Organization "shall establish

effective relations and co- operate closely with such other intergovernmental

organizations as may be desirable. Any formal agreement entered into with such

organizations shall be subject to approval by a two -thirds vote of the Health

Assembly ". Consequently a revised agreement such as that proposed by the

Secretary -General of the League of Arab States would in the final resort have to

be approved by the World Health Assembly by a two - thirds vote.

4. Agreements somewhat similar to that proposed by the Secretary -General of the

League of Arab States have been concluded by the League with the International

Labour Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization and the Food and Agriculture Organization. These organizations,

however, do not possess a regional structure similar to that created under

Chapter XI of the WHO Constitution.

5. The Executive Board may therefore wish to consider whether, in its opinion,

as a matter of principle, the present co- operative arrangements with the League

of Arab States as set forth in the letters exchanged between the two organizations

should be redefined at the headquarters level as requested by the Secretary -General

of the League. The Director -General calls the attention of the Board to the fact

that, pending the decision as to the principle, he has not examined the text of

the draft agreement in detail,
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ANNEXA

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WOT;LD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND

THE LEAGUE OF .:RAF STATES

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace

and_. security;

WHEREAS the objective of the World Health Organization is the attainment by
all peoples of the highest possible level of health;

CONSIDERING. that one of the main constitutional functions of the World Health
Organization is to establish and maintain effective collaboration with other
agencies concerned with health;

CONSIDERING that one of the purposes of the League of Arab States is, with
due regard to the structure of each of these states and the conditions prevailing
therein, to secure close cooperation between its member states in the health field
and that, under Article 4 of the Pact of the League of Arab States, a Health
Committee of the League of Arab States has been set up to ensure such cooperation;

CONSIDERING that the League of Arab States is called upon to undertake certain
tasks and activities of a regional nature in harmony with those pursued on a world-
wide scale by the World Health Organization;

The World Health Organization and the -League of Arab Staters HAVE AGREED as
follows:

ARTICLE I

COOPERATION

The World Health Organization and the League of Arab útates agree to
cooperate with each other through their appropriate bodies.

This cooperation shall extend to all matters that arise in the field of
health and are connected with those tasks and ac-dvities of the two Organizations
that are i ; harmony,

ARTICLE II

MUTUAL CONSULTATION

1. The World Health Organization and the League of Arab States shall
consult each other regularly on matters of common interest, with a view to
coordinating their efforts to accomplish those of their tasks and activities
which are in harmony.
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2. The World Health Organization shall inform the League of Arab States
of any proposals which, owing to their nature, appear likely to be of direct
interest to the League of Arab States, and shall consider any observations on
such proposals which may be conveyed to it by the League of Arab States with a
view to establishing effective coordination between the two Organizations.

Similarly, the League of Arab States shall inform the World Health Organization
of any proposals for the development of its activities in matters of interest to
the World Health Organization and shall consider any observations on such proposals
which may be conveyed to it by the World Health Organization with a view to
establishing effective coordination between the two Organizations.

3. The World Health Organization and the League of Arab States shall, after
consulting with each other, take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organs
of each of them are kept fully informed concerning relevant activities of the other
Organization when these organs are considering questions which have a bearing on
these activities.

4+. The appropriate steps referred to in paragraph 3 may also include an
invitation to the Organization concerned to be revresented at meetings when matters
relating to its activities are to be discussed.

5. Whenever circumstances so require, consultations shall take place
between the representatives of the two :Drganizations to determine jointly the
most effective methods of dealing with par. titular problems of interest to both
Organizations. These methods may, for instance, include the establishment of
joint committees.

Aom`Ciÿ! IT7:

JOTN'r

The.World Health Organization and the League of '-h :c ±átes may, through
special agreements, together decide upon joint action with a view to attaining
objects of common interest.

These special agreements shall define the pays in which each of the two
Organizations shall participate in such action and shall specify the financial
commitment that each is to assume.
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ARTICTF IV

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS

Subject to such arrangements as may be necessary for the safeguarding of
confidential documents or information, the two Organizations shall arrange for a
full and prompt exchange of documents and information concerning matters of
common interest.

ARTICLE V

STATISTICAL INFORMATION

The two Organizations shall concert their efforts to secure the best use of
statistical information and to ensure the most effective utilization of their
resources in the assembling, analysis, publication and diffusion of such
information, with a view to reducing the burden on the governments and other
organizations from which such information is collected.

ARTICLE VI

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR COLLABORATION AND LIAISON

The Director -General of the World Health Organization and the Secretary -General
of. the League of Arab States shall make all necessary administrative arrangements
to ensure effective collaboration and liaison between the two Organizations.

ARTICLE VII

The present agreement shall in no way affect the provisions of agreements
already concluded between the World Health Organization and the Member States of
the League of Arab States, or the provisions of agreements already concluded
between the League of Arab States and any States.

ARTICLE VIII

REVISION AND DENUNCIATION

The terms of the present Agreement may be altered with the consent of both
parties. Either of the parties may denounce the Agreement by giving one year's
notice to the other party.

ARTICLE IX

The present agreement shall be signed by the appointed representatives of the
two Organizations.

This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature.
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PREPARED IN TWO TRILINGUAL COPIES, ,.in Arabic, English and French, the
texts in all three languages being equally authentic.

FAIT. EN DOUBTE,EXEMPLAIRE, en anglais, arabe et:français, les textes établis

dans chacune des trois langues faisant également foi,

On behalf of the On behalf of the

League of Arab States World Health Organization

date date

Pour la, Ligue des Etats Arabes Pour l!Organisation
Mondiale de la Santé

date date
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NATIONS UNIES

ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DE LA SANTE

RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

EB13 /51

22 December 1953

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

1. By letter dated 11 October 1953, a request was addressed by the Assistant
Secretary General of the League of Arab States to the Director -General, proposing
the establishment of "a form of understanding and co- operation" with the World
Health Organization (see Annex I). The Director -General replied to this letter
stating that the request would be submitted to the Executive Board at its
thirteenth session for consideration.

2. The League of Arab States was created by international agreement, entitled
"Pact of the League of Arab States ", on 22 March 1945. States sending plenipo-
tentiaries to the Cairo Conference were: Syria, Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan,
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Egypt, Yemen. A translation of the text of the Pact
is reproduced in Annex II.

The Health Committee of the League held its first meeting at the Headquarters
of the League Secretariat on 28 September 1953. The Regional Director for the
Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office attended this meeting as an observer. The
Health Committee recommended the establishment in the Secretariat of the League of
Arab States of a health department. Its functions would be:

(a) to approach the Arab countries for the implementation of the
Health Committee's resolutions;

(b) to survey health conditions in the Arab countries and to
compile statistical data in this connexion;

(c) to bring about co- operation between Arab countries to raise
their health standards and exchange experts;

(d) to send missions to Arab countries on their request in order to
study health programmes and to try to solve them in agreement with
local authorities.
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The Secretariat of the League has also furnished a memorandum, setting forth the
aims of the League as regards health matters (Annex III).

3. The existing relations of the League of Arab States with other organizations
are as follows:

United Nations: The League was invited to attend, as an observer, the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council from 1 November 1950 and 10 August 1951,
respectively. There are also working arrangements with the United Nations Relief
and Works'Agency for Palestine Refugees. The League has been placed by ECOSOC in
the list of inter -governmental organizations in the economic and social fields.1

FAO: The League has participated in the third regional meeting on food and
agricultural problems and outlook in the Near East, held at Cairo from 1 -9 September
1953.

UNESCO: Since and including the third session of the General Conference
(Beirut, 1948) it has been the practice to invite the Cultural Commission of the
League, and not the League itself, to send observers to sessions of the conference.
The Secretariat of the Cultural Commission has approached UNESCO as to the
possibility and desirability of concluding a formal agreement between the Commission
and UNESCO, further defining the relations of the two bodies.

4. Relations of the World Health Organization with inter- governmental organizations
other than the. United Nations are dealt with in Article 70'of the Constitution,.
which provides as follows:

"The Organization shall establish effective relati.ms and co- operate
closely with such other inter -governmental organizations as may be
desirable. Any formal agreement entered into with such organizations
shall be subject to approval by a two- thirds vote of the Health Assembly."

The League of Arab States is a regional inter -governmental organization. It may be
recalled that relations with the Cbuncil of Europe, which is also a regional inter-
governmental organization, were entered into by the Regional Office for Europe, in
pursuance cf Article 50(d) of the Constitution. This Article provides that it
shall be a function of a Regional Committee:

"to co- operate with the respective regional committees of the United Nations
and with those of other specialized agencies and with other regional
international organizations having interests in common with the Organization."

To this end informal working arrangements were concluded by an exchange of letters.
2

The Executive Board may therefore wish to consider whether relations with the
League of Arab States, and more particularly its Health Committee, should be defined
and entered into at the regional level.

1
This does not of itself confer any status of relationship.

2
Document EUR /1C2 /9, Rev.1 Annex I
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ANNEX I

I have the honour to bring to your kind not.;.ce that the Arab League is an
official organization recognized by the United Nations as well as by the United
Nations E''ucational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and is
officially invited to all the general meetings and assemblies, as an observer.

In the social section of the Arab League, there is a special department for
health and hygiene, similar in aim to your organization, though limiting its scope
of work to the Arab world.

In view of the need, and considering the great advantage of a co- operation
between the two organizations, we took the liberty of inviting Dr Ali Tewfik Shousha,
Director of World Health Organization for the Eastern Mediterranean, to attend and
assist, as an observer, the annual.meeting of the Arab Health Committee. He

kindly accepted, and to the great appreciation of all, took an active part in the
discussions.

As the Committee is in close touch and is in continuous contact with the Arab
States, we would be able to note the problems of preventive medicine, to observe the
health conditions, to study the scientific measures, and to observe and follow the
progress attained in each of the said States.

We earnestly desire to establish a form of an understanding and co- operation
with your organization by exchanging information, statistics, pamphlets, plans,
etc... as well as exchanging invitations to all general meetings and assemblies,
wherever held.
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ANNEX II

Article 1 - The League of Arab States shall be composed of the independent
Arab-States that.have signed this'Pact.

Every independent Arab State shall have the right to adhere to the League.
Should it desire to adhere, it shall present an application to this effect which
shall be filed with the permanent General Secretariat and submitted to the Council
At its first meeting following the presentation of the application.

Article 2 - The purpose of the League is to draw closer the relations between
member States and co- ordinate their political activities with the aim of realizing
a close collaboration between them, to safeguard their independence and sovereignty,
and to consider in a general way the affairs and interests of the Arab countries.

It also has among its purposes a close co- operation of the member states with
due regard to the structure of each of these States and the conditions prevailing
therein, in the following matters:

(a) Economic and financial matters, including trade, customs, currency,
agriculture and industry.

(b) Communications, including railways, roads, aviation, navigation,
and posts and telegraphs.

(c) Cultural matters.

(d) Matters connected with nationality, passports, visas, execution of
judgments and extradition.

(e) Social welfare matters.

(f) Health matters.

Article 3 - The League shall have a Council composed of the representatives
of the member States. Each State shall have one vote, regardless of the number
of its representatives.

The Council shall be entrusted with the function of realizing the purpose of
the League and of supervising the execution of the agreements concluded between the
member States on matters referred to in the preceding article or on other matters,

It shall also have the function of determining the means whereby the League
will collaborate with the international organizations which may be created in the
future to guarantee peace and security and organize economic and social relations.
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Article 4 - A special Committee shall be formed for each of the categories
enumerated in Article 2, on which the member States shall be represented. These
committees shall be entrusted with establishing the basis and scope of co- operation
in the form of draft agreements which shall be submitted to the Council for its
consideration preparatory to their being submitted to the States referred to.

Delegates representing the other Arab countries may participate in these
Committees as members. The Council shall determine the circumstances in which the
participation of these representatives shall be allowed as well as the basis of
the representation.

Article 5 - The recourse to force for the settlement of disputes between two
or more member States shall not be allowed. Should there arise among them a
dispute that does not involve the independence of a State, its sovereignty or its
territorial integrity, and should the two contending parties apply to the Council
for the settlement of this dispute, the decision of the Council shall then be
effective and obligatory.

In this case, the States among whom the dispute has arisen shall not participate
in the deliberations and decisions of the Council.

The Council shall mediate. in a dispute which may lead to war between two member
States Or between a member State and another State in order to conciliate them.

The decisions relating to arbitration and mediation shall be taken by a
majority vote.

Article 6 - In case of aggression or threat of aggression by a State against
a member State, the attacked or threatened with attack may request an immediate
meeting of the Council.

The Council shall determine the necessary measures to repel this aggression.
Its decision shall be taken unanimously. If the aggression.. is committed by a
member State the vote of the State will not be counted in determining unanimity.

If the aggression is committed in such a way as to render the Government of
the State attacked unable to communicate with the:Council,the representative
of that State in the Council may request the Council to convene for the purpose
set forth in the preceding paragraph., If the representative is.unable to
communicate with the Council, it shall be the right of any member State to request
a meeting of the Council.

Article 7 . The decisions of the Council taken by a unanimous vote shall be
binding on all the member States of the League; those that are reached by a
majority vote shall bind only those that accept them.
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In both cases the decisions of the Council shall be executed in each State in
accordance with the fundamental structure of that State.

Article 8 - Every member State of the League shall respect the form of
government obtaining in the other States of the League, and shall recognize the
form of government obtaining as one of the rights of those States, and shall
pledge itself not to take any action tending to change that form.

Article 9 - The States of the Arab League that are desirous of establishing
among themselves closer collaboration and stronger bonds than those provided for
in the present Pact, may conclude among themselves whatever agreements they wish
for this purpose.

The treaties and agreements already concluded or that may be concluded in the
future between a member State and any other State, shall not be binding on the
other members.

Article 10 - The permanent seat of the League of Arab States shall be Cairo.
The Council of the League may meet at any other place it designates.

Article 11 - The Council of the League shall meet in ordinary session twice
a year, during the months of March and October. It shall meet in extraordinary
session at the request of two member States whenever the need arises.

Article 12 - The League shall have a permanent General Secretariat, composed
of -a Secretary - General, Assistant Secretaries and an adequate number of officials.

The Secretary -General shall be appointed by the Council upon the vote of two -
thirds of the States of the League. The Assistant Secretaries and the principal
officials shall be appointed by the Secretary- General with the approval of the
Council.

The Council shall establish an internal organization for the General Secretariat
as well as the conditions of service of the officials.

The Secretary -General shall have the rank of Ambassador; and the Assistant
Secretaries the rank of Ministers Plenipotentiary.

The first Secretary -General of the League is designated in an annex to the
present Pact.

Article 13 - The Secretary -General shall prepare the draft of the budget of
the League and submit it for approval to the Council before the beginning of each
fiscal year.
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The Council shall determine the share of each of the States of the League in

the expenses. It shall be allowed to revise the share if necessary.

Article 14 - The members of the Council of the League, the members of its
Committees and such of its officials as shall be designated in the internal
organization, shall enjoy, in the exercise of their duties, diplomatic privileges
and immunities.

The premises occupied by the institutions of the League shall be inviolable.

Article 15 - The Council shall meet the first time at the invitation of the
Head of the Egyptian Government. Later meetings shall be convoked by the
Secretary-General.

In each ordinary session the representatives of the States of the League
shall assume the chairmanship of the Council in rotation.

Article 16 - Except for the cases provided for in the present Pact, a majority
shall suffice for decisions by the Council effective in the following matters:

(a) Matters concerning the officials.

(b) The approval of the budget of the League.

(c) The internal organization of the Council, the Committees and the
General Secretariat.

(d) The termination of the Sessions.

Article 17 - The member States of the League shall file with the General
Secretariat copies of all treaties and agreements which they have concluded or
will conclude with any other State, whether a member of the League or otherwise.

Article 18 - If one of the member States intends to withdraw from the League,
the Council shall be informed of its intention one year before the withdrawal takes
effect,

The Council of the League may consider any State that is not fulfilling the
obligations resulting from this Pact as excluded from the League, by a decision
taken by a unanimous vote of all the States except the State referred to.

Article 19 - The present Pact may be amended with the approval of two -thirds
of the members of the League in particular for the purpose of strengthening the
ties between them, of creating an Arab Court of Justice, and of regulating the
relations of the League with the international organizations that may be created
in the future to guarantee security and peace.
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No decision shall be taken as regards an amendment except in the session
following that in which it is proposed.

Any State that does not approve an amendment may withdraw from the League when
the amendment becomes effective, without being bound by the provisions of the
preceding article.

Article 20 - The present Pact and its annexes shall be ratified in accordance
with the fundamental form of government in each of the contracting States.

The instruments of ratification shall be filed with the General Secretariat
and the present Pact shall become binding on the States that ratify in fifteen days
after the Secretary - General receives instruments of ratification from four States.

The present Pact has been dawn up in the Arabic language in Cairo and dated
3 Rabi al Thani 1364 (March 22, 1945), in a single text which shall be deposited
with the General Secretariat.

A certified copy shall be sent to each of the States of the League.
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ANNEX III

The Health Committee to the. League of Arab States recommends that each
individual of the peoples participating in the League should enjoy a complete
state of health and that, as a fundamental right, without discrimination between
the individuals of these peoples as regards religion, colour, political tenets or
race. The Committee does not mean by the term "complete state of health ", that
state of health free of diseases only, but also the enjoyment of a state of
mental and social perfection of health.

To achieve this sublime purpose, it is indispensable to create efficient
health centres, the aim of which is to prevent and combat the spread of epidemics
when prevalent and to take steps for the treatment of diseases and their
prophylaxis.

The programme of the health committee will comprise:

1. The extension of aid to each of the States of the League to strengthen
and complete its medical and health organizations.

2. The aid in the diffusion of health propaganda among individuals.

3. To vouchsafe technical information when sought by States of the
League, and extend actual assistance in the time of contingencies.

4. The encouragement of activities which will tend to combat epidemic
or endemic diseases and their expurgation if possible.

5. To endeavour to support scientific research in the domains of
medicine and health.

6. To support the programme of mothers' and children's welfare.

7. To act in the unification of the syllabuses of the study of medicine
in Arab countries, and for the attainment of a high standard, before granting
permission to practise the medical profession as well as the exchange of
professors and students between the institutes in Arab countries, and to
encourage studies which will tend to specialization in the various branches
of medical and health sciences and to encourage medical and health magazines
and their wide circulation.

8. To create popular institutions of first aid posts, Red Crescent centres
in Arab countries devoid of these and uniting all of them in a Union which
will tend to lay down regulations to warrant the speedy supply of first aid
in emergency cases, or at the outbreak of hostilities.
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9. To co- operate with other organizations in the improvement of the
nourishment of peoples, and to raise the health standard in factories,
farms and villages.

10. To reap profit, to the largest extent, from the Arab General Regional
Bureau by the exchange of information relative to the progress of prevalent
diseases and the co- operation in quarantine formalities, especially those
connected with pilgrimage, emigration and health statistics.

11. To complete the :'pork undertaken for the unification of medical
terminology in Arabic.

12. The unification of pharmacopoeias in Arab countries..

13. The co- ordination of efforts and the submission of decisions agreed
upon in annual international meetings, held with the purpose of. examining
health or medical matters or the framing of legislation for quarantine,
.malaria and endemic. diseases,

14. The establishment of medical and health congresses and the conclusion
of conventions between Arab countries for health matters.

15. To launch a campaign against narcotics in Arab countries.
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Extracts from EB13/Min /24 Rev.l

6. RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES: Item 9.6 of the Agenda (EB13 /51)

The DIRECTOR - GENERAL said that document EB13/51, concerning the request of

the League of Arab States for the establishment of working relations with WHO,

was self -explanatory. He would be glad to answer any questions raised. "

Dr AL -WAHBI said that the League of Arab States was asking for representation

at Health Assembly meetings_ as. an Observer, whereas the recommendatión of'the-

Secretariat, as set out in the document, was for the establishment of relations-

at the regional level. The League apparently already enjoyed representation at

the regional level. He accordingly wondered whether there was anything in the
Constitution or the rules of procedure that would prevent the granting of the

original request.

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL answered that there was nothing in the Constitution that

would prevent the League of Arab States from sending an observer to the Health
Assembly and sessions of the Executive Board.

Dr HAYEK thereupon asked the Director -General to correct the statement in
the last paragraph of document EB13 /51 (page 3) before transmitting it to the
Health Assembly. There was apparently nothing in Article 70 of the Constitution
or in Rule 3 of the Health Assembly's Rules of Procedure to preclude the granting
of full relationship to the League of Arab States.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL thought the question might well be decided in the Board,
without going further. He explained that in other regions, the Organization had
established informal relationships on a regional basis with a number of inter-
governmental organizations of a similar status to the League of Arab States, as
for instance, the Council of Europe, the Commission for Technical Co- operation
in Africa South of the Sahara, the South Pacific Commission and the Caribbean
Commission. All these bodies had been invited to send observers to Health
Assembly and Executive Board sessions. He accordingly saw no need for taking
the question to a higher level.

Mr CALDERWOOD said the Director -General had already made the point that he
had intended to mention. The desire of the League of Arab States to establish
a form of understanding and co- operation did not, he felt, require any formal
agreement. There was provision in the Constitution for co- operation between WHO
and intergovernmental organizations by means of agreements, but such action had
not even been taken in the case of one United Nations specialized agency: WHO had
no formal agreement with ICAO. Relations had already been established between
the Regional Director and the League of Arab States and that should be sufficient
for the purpose. He accordingly proposed the following draft resolution for the
Board's consideration:
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"The Executive Board,

Having examined the request made on behalf of the League of Arab
States and more particularly its-Health Committee, for the establishment of
a form of understanding and co- operation with the World Health Organization,

1. NOTES with approval that co- operative relations have already been
'initiated between the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region and thè Health Committee of the League of Arab States;

2. jÈQUESTS the Director -General, in collaboration with the Regional
Director .for the Eastern Mediterranean to take such further steps as may
be necessary for Continuing this understanding and co- operation. ".

!fir ANWAR supported the draft resolution.

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution (See resolution EB13..R75),
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Office of the Regional Director
P.O.B. 1517 ALEXANDRIA

RD.4/1 : 9 April 1954

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the letter of 11 October 1953 by which the
Assistant Secretary - General of the League of Arab States informed the
Director -General of the World Health Organization that the League of Arab States,
and more particularly its Health Committee, desires to 'establish à.form of
understanding and co- operation with the World Health Organization. I also refer
to the letter of 22 October 1953 by which the Director -General of the World Health
Organization informed the Assistant Secretary -General of the League of Arab States
that this request would be submitted to the Executive Board for consideration at
its Thirteenth Session in January 1954. At this Session the Executive Board
adopted a resolution (EB13.R75) in the following terms:

"The Executive Board

Having examined the request made on behalf of the League of Arab States,
and more particularly its Health. Committee, for the establishment of a form
of understanding and co- operation with the World Health Organization,

1. NOTES with Approval that co- operative relations have already been
initiated between the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region and the Health Committee of the League of Arab States;

2. REQUESTS the Director- General, in collaboration with the Regional
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, to take such further steps
as may be necessary for continuing this Understanding and co- operation."

In order to give effect to the terms of this resolution, I have pleasure to
inform you that for my part I am prepared to make in regard to the Health Committee
of the League of Arab States the following arrangements:

The Secretary -General

League'of Arab States
Cairo
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RD. 4/1

The Secretary -- General

League of Arab States
Cairo

1. Exchange of Information

9 April 1954

The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health
Organization will transmit to the Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League
a Arab States, subject to any measures which might be necessary to safeguard the
confidential nature of certain documents, all publications and documents relating
to its activities on subjectsof interest to the Health Committee of the League of
Arab States. This exchange of documents will be supplemented, if thought necessary,
by periodical oontaots between members of the Secretariat of the Health Committee
of the League of Arab States and. of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean
Region of the World Health Organization for the purpose of consultation as regards
projects or activities of common'interest. In.addition, the Regional Office for the
Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization will make available
to the Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States any
statistical and legislative, information in its possession on subjects of interest
to the Health Committee of the League of Arab States.

2. Attendance of Representatives of the Health Committee of the League of Arab
States at Meetings of Organs of the World Health Organization

Consultations will take place with a view to arranging for attendance of the
representative of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States at sessions of
the Regional Committee of the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health
Organization and meetings of committees which may be convened to study questions of
interest to the Health Committee of the League of Arab States. When appropriate,
the. representative of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States will be
invited to attend technical conferences convened by the Regional Office for the
Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization and he may also be
invited to attend other meetings convened under the auspices of the World Health
Organization.

3. Technical Co- operation

The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health
Organization will afford to the Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League
^f Arab States any technical co- operation which may be asked of it for the purpose
of studying questions of common interest and the execution of certain projects.
If any such technical co- operation would involve substantial expenditure,
consultation will take place with a view to determining the most equitable manner
of meeting such expenditure,
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League of Arab States
Cairo
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9 April 1954

I take leave to hope that these measures may contribute to the establishment
between the Health Committee of the League of Arab States and the Regional Office
for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization of the means
of profitable co- operation and that it may be possible for you to reinforce them
by granting similar facilities to the Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

A. T. Shousha M.D.
Regional Director.



EB25/38
page 21}

Annex D

LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

Political Department

Ref: 50 -2 -2 -1387

Sir,

Cairo, April 11th 1954

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of April 9th 1954,
in which you have suggested means for the establishment of profitable co- operation
between the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World
Health Organization and the Health Committee of the League of Arab States.

The proposals contained in your letter are acceptable to me and I shall make in
re,;ard to the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World
Hei:'_th Organization the following arrangements:

1. Exchange of Information

The Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States will
transmit to the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World
Health Organization, subject to any measures which might be necessary to safeguard
the confidential nature of certain documents, all publications and documents
relating to its activities on subjects of interest to the World Health
Organization. This exchange of documents will be supplemented, if thought
necessary, by periodical contacts between members of the Secretariat of the Health
Committee of League of Arab States and of the Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization for the purpose of
consultation as regards projects or activities of common interest.

In addition, the Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League of Arab
States will make available to the R gional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean
Region of the World Health Organization any statistical and legislative information
in its possession on subjects of interest to the World Health Organization.

2. Attendance of representatives of the Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization at meetings of the
Health Committee of the League of Arab States

Consultations will take place with a view to arranging for attendance of the
representative of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the

The Director
Regional Office for the Eastern

Mediterranean Region
World Health Organization
AI*xandria
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World Health Organization at meetings of the Health Committee of the League of
Arab States and at other meetings convened under the auspices of the League of
Arab States, which may be convened to study questions of interest to the World
Health Organization.

3. Technical Co- operation

The Secretariat of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States will
afford to the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World
Health Organization any technical co- operation which may be asked of it for the
purpose of studying questions of common interest and the execution of certain
projects. If any such technical co- operation would involve substantial
expenditure, consultation will take place with a view to determining the most
equitable manner of meeting such expenditure.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(signed) A. Hassouna

Secretary- General


