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OBGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON PUBLICAOTOWS 

Some questions presented for considera tion by the Executive Board 

A summary statement of the nature and distribution of WHO publications has 

been submitted to the Executive Board by the Direc tor-General in the Report on 

WHO Publications attached to document 

In its study of this report, the Board may wish to consider the following 

questions: 

1争 Whether the present range of publications, as indicated in the synoptic 
table (Table 1) is adequate 

The possibility of publishing a series of occasional papers on important 

public health topics has been discussed vithin the Secretariat, These would be 

issued on an ad hoc basis, as suitable material became available. Each vould be 

distributed to: (a) a general list of recipients, including health departments, 

medical schools, and schools of public health； (b) a special list by subject, 

similar to the special lists maintained for the Technical Beport Series. It is 

unlikely that it would be practicable to place such occasional papers on sale» 

2. Whether each of the individual publications is adequately meeting the need 
for vhich it vas established. 

The folloving are some possible minor changes : 

2.1 The Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report formerly contained articles 

analysing the statistical data published^ but these were discontinued in 1953# 

The possibility of resuming publication of such explanatory articles has recently 

beer under consideration. 
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2,2 The International Digest of Health Legislation publishes information on 

health legislation derived from sources in some twenty languages. However, staff 

services are not available for dealing vith material in any oriental language 

except Arabic, in respect of vhich temporary arrangements have recently been 

improvised» Should any steps be taken to rectify this situation? 

2.5 As a result of its earlier study on publications^ the Executive Board requested 

the Director-General "to publish prominently^ on the cover and title-page of each 

report" of an expert committee "a clear statement to the effect that the report 

should be considered as containing the collective views of an international group of 

experts and not as representing the decisions or the stated policy of the Organization M. 

However, it vould appear from references in the technical press to such reports that 

little or no attention is paid to this disclaimer, and the Board may wish to reconsider 

the usefulness of its retention. 

3 # Whether the present relationship of Headquarters and the Begional Offices in 
respect of publications is suitable 

A fev years ago， some doubts existed within the Secretariat on this question, 

but the relevant statement reproduced in Section 6 of the "Beport 011 WHO Publications" 

has seemed to provide a generally acceptable formula. 

k t Whether the distribution of WHO publications is adequate and, if hot, what 
measures mi^ht be taken to improve it 

Th5.s is a complex question, Reference has been made in the "Beport on WHO 

Publications" to the small distribution of Spanish editions of WHO publications in 

Spanish-speaking countries. To what extent is this due to (a) lack of a demand; 

(b) lack of an effective machinery of distribution? 

There is also a very small distribution in most east European countries. The 

active co-operation of the governments concerned and their official publishing and 

distribution agencies would seem to be necessary to improve distribution. However, 

in this situation language of publication is in any circumstances a limiting factor. 

1 Besolution 
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A different situation exists in some countries, especially vithin the South-

East Asia and Western Pacific regions^ in that WHO publications, vhile usually-

being acceptable from the language point of view > do not in most cases appear to 

achieve a distribution on such a scale as vould enable them to make a real impact. 

Befereuce has been made in Section 6 of the "Eeport on WHO Publication1'1 to special 

arrangements recently introauced in the first of these two regions. The extension 

of similar arrangements to other regions/ and the possibility of increasing unpaid 

distribution to medical libraries in certain cases， have been under consideration. 

The benefits of increasing unpaid distribution in promoting the aims of WHO is a 

matter vhich the Board may wish to consider. 

1 6.3Л Special Arrangements 


