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CO-OPERATION WITH UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES . 
ANT; THEIR DECISIONS AFFECTING THE WORK OF THE 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

The present document will give a brief review of the main decisions affecting 

the work of the World Health Organization adopted in 1958 by the following organs: 

1. General Assembly of the United Nations 

2. Economic and Social Council 

J. International Labour Conference and Governing Body of the ILO 

4. Council of PAO 

General Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

In several cases, where the subject matter of a decision is dealt with in a 

separate document, it is so indicated. 

The Executive Board may wish to take note of the decisions mentioned below. 

However, the Director-General draws the attention of the Executive Board to 

paragraph II (ii): "Status of Women", which calls for aetion:, 

I. GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

(i) Membership of the United Nations 

The Republic of Guinea was admitted as a Member State of the United Nations 

on 12 December 1958* 

(ii) International Health and Medical Research Year 

See document EB23/57. 

(iii> Establishment of the Special Fund 

See document EB23/53 
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(iv) Co-ordination of Results of Solent1fie Research 

The General Assembly adopted a resolution on this subject (resolution 12б0) 

requesting "the Secretary-General, in co-operatictn with the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the other specialized 

agencies concerned with the peaceful application of science, as well as the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, to arrange for a survey to be made on the 

main trends of inquiry in the field of the natural sciences and the dissemination 

and application for peaceful ends of such scientific knowledge and the steps 

which mi^it be taken by the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency towards encouraging the concentration of such 

efforts upon the most urgent problems, having regard to the needs of the various 

countries"• 

Tbe &neral Assembly invites the organizations mentioned above to co-operate 

with the Secretary-General in this connexion and requests the Seoretary-General 

to submit the survey to the Economic and Social Council at its thirtieth session 

(i.e. in I960) for comment, recommendations and transmission to the General Assembly. 

It should be noted that this survey will have to take into account a report 

which the Economic and Social Council, last summer, requested UNESCO to prepare, 

in co-operation with the United Nations and the specialized agencies, on the 

international relations and exchanges in the field of education, science and 

ouiture. 

(V) Effects of Atomic Radiation 

The General Assembly adopted a resolution noting with satisfaction the 

unaniniously adopted report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the 

Effects of Atomic Radiation, commending the Committee for its work and expressing 

its appreciation "to the United Nations agencies, to the international non-

governmental1^ and other organizations who assisted the Committee in its work. 
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The Assembly requested the Committee to continue its useful work, requested it 

"to consult with the other agencies and organizations concerned on projects within 

its sphere of activities so as to avoid duplication of work and to ensure effective 

co-ordination" and called upon "all concerned to assist the Committee by making 

available to it reports and studies relating to the short-term and long-term 

effects of ionizing radiation upon man and his environment and radiological data 

collected by them, and by pursuing such investigations as may broaden world 

scientific knowledge in this sphere and by transmitting their results to the 

Committee". 

(vi) Formulation of Social Policies related to Economic Development 

The General Assembly adopted a resolution on this subject (resolution 1258) 

requesting the Economic and Social Council "in collaboration with the specialized 

agencies conoerned, to consider, as early as possible) what social programmes and 

policies would be best designed to: 

(a) accelerate economic growth through increases in the national production 

by, inter alia, instituting appropriate health and education programmes; 

(b) promote social services to meet the problems which result from economic 

and technological change and from rapid urbanization; 

(c) raise family levels of living by, inter alia, avoiding an inequitable 

distribution of national income". 

(vii) Economic Development of Under-developed Countries 

In a resolution calling upon United Nations Member States to take a series of 

measures "for the purpose of giving further impetus to the economic development of 

the less-developed countries", the General Assembly requests the Economic and Social 

Council, during its review of the consolidated report on the appraisals of the 

United Nations' and specialized agencies' economic and social programmes for the 

period 1959-1964 (called for in ECOSOC resolution бб5 С), "to give special 

consideration to the development needs of the less developed countries and to ways 

in which such programmes can be more effectively organized to help meet these needs". 
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( v i i i )
 United Nations Technical Assistance in Public Administration 

Following past deliberations and decisions both in the General Assembly and in 

the Economic and Social Council concerning the Seoretary-General's proposal for an 

international administrative service, the General Assembly adopted a resolution 

under the title "United Nations Technical Assistance in Public Administration" 

(resolution 1256) authorizing the Secretary-General to supplement the United Nations 

Technical Assistance programmes in the field of public administration "with a view 

to: 

a s s i s t i n g governments participating in these programmes, at their 
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 t h e responsibilities temperar!^ assigned to 

these international recruited experts; ^ 

”(b) assisting the interested governments, as necessary, to meet the 
expenses which the employment of these experts will involve;“ ‘ 

The Assembly decided that any government requesting such assistance should 

contribute towards the total cost of employment of each expert an amount not less 

than the total emoluments of one of its nationals performing similar duties, and 

authorized the Secretary-General to negotiate agreements defining the relationship 

to be established between the United Nations, the experts and the governments 

concerned. 

The Assembly recommended further "that, whenever requests for assistance fall 

within the competence of a specialized agency, no action shall be taken without 

prior consultation and agreement with that Agency", and decided that this assistance 

should be provided "on a modest scale and on an experimental basis, using the 

existing machinery of the United Nations Secretariat". 

( i x ) Praft International Covenants on Human Rights 

The General Assembly examined several articles of the draft covenant on civil 

and political rights, as submitted by the Commission on Human Rights. 



EB23/62 
page 10 

It decided to amend as follows the text of article 7 submitted by the 

Commission (the words deleted by the General Assembly are shown in square brackets)î 

"No one shall be subjected to torture or to oruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without 
his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation /involvin^_risk, 
where such is not required by his state or physical or mental health/." 

(x) Technical Assistance to Afghanistan 

See under II (iii). 

II, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION, JULY 1958) 

(i) Development and Co-ordination of the Economic and Social Programmes and 
Activities of the United Nations and the Specialize气 Agencies as a whole 

Ur>4er this item of its agenda the Council considered several questions of 

interest to WHO and the other specialized agencies such as concentration of pro-

grammes, the annual reports of the specialized agencies and of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination, concerted action, appraisals of programmes for the 

period 1959-1964, co-ordination of activities in the field of atomic energy and 

survey of international relations and exchanges in the fields of education, science 

and culture. 

The Director-General, as well as the Directors-General of most of the 

specialized agencies took part in the general debate on this item in plenary session 

of the Council. 

A brief review of the decisions taken on each of the sub-items mentioned above 

is given hereunder: 

(a) Concentration of Programmes 

In compliance with the wish expressed by the Council in 1957> WHO, like 

the other specialized agencies, had included in its report to the Council a 

statement on the concentration of its programmes. A number of representatives 

referred to the statement and acknowledged it with appreciation. 
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In its resolution on this subject (resolution 69JA) the Council noted 

with satisfaction the efforts made by the specialized agencies to attain further 

concentration of their programmes and invited them to include similar passages 

in their reports in 1959 and subsequent years. 

(b) Annual Reports of the Specialized Agencies and the 22nd Report 
of the Administrative Committee on Administration 

The Council noted these reports with appreciation and commended the 

Secretary-General and the Executive Heads of the specialized agencies for their 

efforts to attain practical co-operation at all levels. 

Concerning the report of the ACC, the Council recognized the important 

role of that organ in fostering the extension of the inter-ag^noy co-operation 

and noted with satisfaction that ACC had decided to review its maohinery and 

procedures, in order to increase in every way possible the effectiveness of 

the contribution it could make to the work of the Council and the governing 

organs of the specialized, agencies. 

Ihis review is now under way and will be one of the items to be discussed 

by the ACC at its 1959 spring session. 

(c) Plans of Concerted Action 

Following the request made by the Econoraio and Social Council in 1957, the 

ACC submitted to the twenty-sixth session of the Council a report 1 in whioh it 

stated that a plan of concerted action in the field of community development had 

been inaugurated and indicated possibilities of concerted, action of several 

other fields, including those referred to in resolution EB21.R15 adopted by the 

Executive Board at its twenty-first session, i.e. (in addition io community 

development) water resources and utilization; industrialization and productivity; 

housing, building and planning. 

Communicated to the Eleventh World Health Assembly 
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The Eoonoraic and Social Council (resolution 69^C): 

invited the Secretary-General, in consultation with the specialized 

• agencies concerned, to submit to the Social Commission in 1959, for 

consideration and transmission to the Economic and Social Council, 

"a report on the progress and prospects of the plan of concerted action 

in the field of community development"； 

requested ACC to report to the Council in 1959 on such of the other 

» fields mentioned above (as well as two others: the Mediterranean 

fcvelopment Project and the Living and Working Conditions of Indigenous 

Peoples) as it believes ready for further steps towards concerted 

action. The reports on each of these fields should include factual 

background information and recommendations as to the practieal methods 

of initiating concerted action, with a view to enabling the Economic 

and Social Council to select one or more of these fields which will be 

recommended to the organizations concerned for concerted action; 

further requested the ACC to give oonsiieration to other fields of 

activity "which might be suitable for similar treatment" and to new 

subjects "in particular the effects of radiation resulting from the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy". 

Developments concerning some of the plans of concerted action mentioned 

above are reported in document EB23/62 Add.l. 

(d) Co-ordination of Activities in the Field of Atomic Energy 

The Economic and Social Council adopted on this subject a resolution 

(694E) in four parts, the relevant one reeding as follows: 

"Noting that negotiations are taking place between the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and several of the specialized agencies with a view 
to the conclusion of relationship agreements, 

1. Invites the specialized agencies concerned to bear in mind that 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, which is established for the 
specific purpose of dealing with the peaceful uses of atomic energy, has 
the leading position in this field; 
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2. Invites the International Atomic Energy Agency to bear in mind 
that the specialized agencies concerned have certain responsibilities in 
relation to the peaceful uses of atomic energy in their respective fields 
of competence; 

3. Expresses, the hope that these agreements will Ъе concluded in 
the near future; 

Calls the attention, however, of the specialized agencies and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency to the fact that effective co-
ordination requires, in addition to formal bilateral arrangements under 
these relationship agreements, the development of effective day-to-áay 
working relationships within the framework of general multilatecal 
arrangements for co-ordination in this field;w 

In addition the Council urged TTall Member Governments concerned to make 

special efforts, in view of the complexity of this new enterprise, to ensure 

national co-ordination of policies with regard to the international promotion 

of the peaceful uses of atomic energy•” 

Under item 9-3 of the agenda of its present session, the Executive Board 

will have an opportunity to consider the draft agreement prepared between the 

World Health Organization and the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

(e) Survey of International Relations and Exchanges in the Fields of 
Education^ Science and Culture 

See above under 工（iv), last paragraph. 

(f) Programme Appraisals for the Period 1959-1964 

See document EB23/54 

(ii) Status of Women 

In its report to the Economic and Social Council last year, the Commission on 

the Status of Women had recommended for adoption a resolution requesting WHO to 

undertake an enquiry before the end of 1959 on the persistence of customs subjecting 

girls to ritual operations and on the measures adopted or planned for putting a stop 

to such practices. 
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In the course of debates on this item at the session of the Commission on the 

Status of Women and, eventually, at the tvfanty-sixth session of the Economie and 

Social Council, WHO drew attention to the fact that, while it was natural that the 

Commission on the Status of Women should seek to eliminate deeply rooted practices 

involving cruel and mutilating operations which accompany initiation rites, an 

enquiry was not the best means to the desired end; it might have been preferable 

if the Commission had requested a study to determine the present status of the 

problem, in order to encourage those who were endeavouring, in the countries and 

the societies concerned^ to educate the population• Moreover, it was questionable 

whether WHO was the appropriate body to undertake such a study which would be 

sociological and ethnological rather than medical in nature and whether the United 

Nations Bureau of Social Affairs might not be asked to carry it out in oo-operation 

with WHO or vice versa; that approach to the problem would undoubtedly prove to be 

more effective. Finally, WHO made it clear that the necessity for the Direotor-

General to report to the Executive Board and the Assembly and seek their authorization 

made it impossible to adhere to the suggested date-line of 1959. 

The Council took some of these remarks into account and the resolution finally 

adopted refers to a "study" to be communicated by WHO before the end of I960. The 

text of the resolution is as follows2 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

1. Invites the World Health Organization to undertake a study of the 
persistence of customs which subject girls to ritual operations and of the 
measures adopted or planned for putting a stop to such practices; 

2. Invites the World Health Organization to communicate the results of the 
study to the Commission on the Status of Women before the end of I960, for 
examination at its fifteenth session.w 

The Executive Board may wish to consider to what extent such a study falls within 

the province of ШО and to decide on the action it will deem appropriate to take with 

regard to this invitation. 
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(iii) International Control of Narcotic Drups 

Out of eleven resolutions adopted by the Council on the proposal of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs and of the Technical Assistance Committee, six are of 

interest to WHO. Two, dealing with "Publicity on new narcotios" and "international 

control of normathadone" were formulated on the basis of background material provided 

by WHO. Another one on "Provisional safeguards for the carriage of narcotic drugs 

in first-aid kits of aircraft engaged in international flight" refers and subordinates 

action to a study which WHO has been invited by ICAO to make on this subject. In a 

resolution on "Prevention of Drug Addiction" the Council, considering that WHO has 

begun preparation for a study group on the prevention of addiction, expresses the 

hope that WHO will take as soon as possible steps to present its report on this 

subject. In its resolution on the "proposed single convention on narcotic drugs" 

the Council invited the World Health Organization and several other organizations to 

comment on the draft of that proposed single convention before 1 October 1959 (see 

in this regard document EB23/52). 

The Council adopted another resolution in the fieM of narcotics control 

requesting the Secretary-General, in consultation with specialized agencies, to 

review the nature and scope of assistance requested by governments in this field and 

formulate proposals regarding the assistance which might be made available by the 

United Nations and the interested specialized ageccies. In this connexion reference 

should also be made to resolution 12 59 (XIII) adopted by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations welcoming the adoption by Afghanistan of a law prohibiting opium 

cultivation in Afghanistan and requesting the relevant technical assistance organs 

°f t h e U n i t e d Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to pay due attention 

to requests from Afghanistan for technical assistance in the field of economic and 

social development, necessary for the full execution of the policy incorporated in 

the above-mentioned law and for minimizing serious economio and social consequences. 

( i v ) Establishment of an Economie Commission for Africa 

At the suggestion of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, at 

its twenty-fifth session (May 1958), established an Economic Commission for Africa. 

The geographical scope of the Commission's work is the whole continent of Africa and 
t h e A f r i c a n Islands. Its headquarters are in Addis Ababa. 
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Under its mandate，the Commission will
 ,f
initiate and participate in measures 

for facilitating concerted action for the economic development of Africa, including 

the social aspects of such development" and "perform . . . such advisory services as 

the countries and territories of the region may desire, provided that such services 

do not overlap with those rendered by other bodies of the United Nations or by the 

specialized agencies". 

The first session of the Commission took place on 29 December 1958 in Addis 

Ababa. WHO participated in the preparation of .a report describing the activities 

in Africa of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in the economic and 

social fields. 

III. INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE AND GOVERNING BC®Y OF THE ILO 

(i) The International Labour Conference^ at its forty-second session in June 

I958 discussed the item ffOrganization of occupational health services in placea of 

employment"• The Conference adopted certain proposals with regard to this question 

and determined that these proposals should take the form of a Recommendation. Under 

the provisions of the ILO Constitution, the item will be placed again on the agenda 

of the next session of the Conference; for a second discussion and adoption of the 

Reoommendation• 

The organization of occupational health services in places of employment being 

a field of health administration in which WHO'S responsibilities have been laid down 

by its Constitution and defined by various decisions of its organs, WHO contributed to 

the study of this question and participated in the deliberations of the competent 

Coiranittee of the Conference • 

(ii) The Governing Body of the ILO established, for the area of Africa South of 

the Sahara, an African Advisory Committee to advise the Governing Body on African 

problems and on African aspects of general problems. The Governing Body also approved 

budget estimates for an African Field Office, to be established in 1959. The arrange-

ment s for the opening of the African Field Office at Lagos, Nigeria, are now being 

completed. The Committee will hold its first meeting in 1959. 
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The Governing Body decided to consider again at its next session the 

conditions in which it would be possible to convene in 1961, or possibly earlier, 

a first tripartite regional conference with the participation of tripartite 

delegations from all the African States Members of the ILO, from the United 

Nations Trust Territories and from non-metropolitan territories. 

IV. РОСТ) AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIFS 

(i) The Council of PAO, "taking into account the size of the African region* 

the diversity of its population and the complexity of its problems, agreed to the 

establishment in Africa of a regional office and of two sub-regional offices
11
. 

The main office will be installed during 1959 in Accra, Ghana. The Counoil also 

recommended that, subject to the approval by the Conference of additional funds, 

Rabat should be the site of the sub-regional office for North Africa. The site 

of the other sub-regional office for East and South-East Africa will be considered 

at a later session of the Council. Pending the installation of the two sub* 

offices, the Council authorized the establishment during 1959 of a small liaison 

unit with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. 

(ii) The Counoil of PAO also considered a proposal for a ”Free藥the華World_ 

from_Hungerfl year. In its report, the Council stated that, in this campaign, 

"the assistance of WHO -Would be essential, particularly with respect to the World 

Food Survey". The Council, whioh envisaged also the participation of other 

organizations to this enterprise, adopted the following resolution! 

"THE COUNCIL 

Recalling the high hopes and the spirit of endeavour with whioh the 
Pood and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations was launched 
at the Hot Springs Conference, 

Conscious that the task cf "raising levels of nutrition and standards 
of living", with whioh this Organization was charged by its founding 
fathers, constitutes one of the major objectives confronting humanity 
and is one to whioh the health and happiness of hundreds of millions 
of people is indisolubly tied, 

Recognizing that, despite promising progress, this task has not yet 
been achieved, 
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Considering that an aroused and enlightened world public opinion is an 
indispensable condition for the achievement of the objective, 

1. Welcomes and endorses in principle the proposal of the Director-General 
that the entire United Nations family Join in declaring 19бЗ - the 
twentieth anniversary of the Hot Spring Conference - a year devoted to a 
campaign for helping free the world from hunger, 

2. Expresses Its appreciation of the interest expressed in the project by 
the executive heads of the United Nations and specialized agencies at 
the recent meeting of the ACC, 

3. Requests the Director-General to take such steps at this stage as may 
seem necessary for further development of the project, including 
discussion with other United Nations agencies and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, 

4. Decides to establish an a¿ hoc committee of MemVer Governments to work 
with the Director-General in accordance with established procedures, in 
preparing more definite proposals for submission to the next session of 
the Council." 

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 

At its second session, the General Conference of IAEA s 

approved agreements between the Agency and ILO, FAS, WHO, UNESCO and WMÇ 

(the WHO/IAEA agreement is presented to the present session of the 

Executive Board in document EB23/15 under item 9*3 of its agenda); 

recommended that the Board of Governors of the Agency "give earnest and 

early consideration to initiating action for a survey to Ъе made of the 

needs of the less-developed countries with their consent, in the matter 

of nuclear power generation plants" with a view to assisting these 

countries in their economic developnent; 

recommended the Director-General, after consultation with the interested 

specialized agencies, to submit to the Board of Governors of the Agency a 

plan of conferences and symposia in 1959 and subsequent years; 

referred to the Board of Governors, "for further consideration and such 

action as may be considered appropriate", a proposal reading as follows: 



"TRAINING OF SPECIALISTS IN THE USE OP ISOTOPES IN AGRICULTURE AND MEDICINE 

Poland: draft resolution 

11 The General Conference, 

Bearing in mind that the use of isotopes is of great importance in the 
development of agriculture and medicine. 

Bearing in mind that the practical use of isotopes requires a large number 
of well trained specialists and that the majority of countries do not 
possess enough for this purpose, 

Recommends the Board of Governors and the Director-General to co-operate 
in accordance with paragraphs J>2 and 4l of the Agency's initial programme 
with the Pood and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the 
World Health Organization and scientific centres engaged in such research 
which already have practical experience of the use of isotopes in agricul-
ture and medicine,/with 马 view to the organization in such centres of 
appropriate courses for Member States of the Agency, special attention 
being paid to the needs of :under-developed countries.11 
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CC~OP^RATIOH WIffl WIÏTSD MAÏIŒÏS Aï€) SPSCIilLIZED AGENCES 
•fflD ÏÎE3I1 nSCISIOHS A F K Ç T i m ШО'Б ACTIVITES 

Participation by Ш0 in_^l3ns_o£_ concerted action 
by the United MatIo^^nd"tFe^pecialized 
Ap-CTiciêsT in -aie socigl^ ap^'^cjaiomc^iel^ 

1. Зл resolution EB21.R15 tiie Executive Board authorized participation by . ¿НО 

in broad programmes of concerted action in four fields of activity, namely: water 

resources and utilization, coramuni^ development, incMstrialization productivity 

and housing, building and planning. In resolution EB12.R44 concerning these 

programmes, the Board also referred to urbanization. In July 1958 the Economic 

and Social Council adopted resolution 694C XXVI: Plans of Concerted Action. The 

Director-General deems it advisable to report to the Board concerning the action 

arising out of this resolution. 

2. In resolution 694C XXVI (reproduced in Annex I), the Council recalled its 

resolution 665A XXIV of August 1957 which underlined the importance of developing 

and executing programmes calling for the participation of several organizations 

wiihin the framework of plans of concerted action. The Council noted that it had 

been feasible to inaugurate a plan of concerted action in the field of comnnmiV 

development only, out that the twenty-second report of the Adiainis trative 

Committee on Co-ordination indicated possibilities for concerted, action in a 

number of other fields. These include, in particular, industrialization and 

productivity, urbanisation, water control and utilization, the Mediterranean 

Development Project, housing, building and plaiming, and living and working 

conditions of indigenous peoples. 

3. in the same resolution, the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination was 

requested to report to the Council in July 1959 on such of the above-mentioned 

fields as it believes ready for further steps toward concerted action, with 

recoraraendations as to practical methods of initiating such action. 
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“• 11:1 October 1958: the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination agreed that 

further steps toward concerted action be proposed in the fields of water resources, 

housing and urbanization. It did not prepare a report on its October meeting s but 

decided to consider at its twenty-eighth session ( i%y 1959) the results of inter-

agency consultations on concerted action and its report to the Council under 

resolution 694c XXVI. This report of the ACC will be communicated to the 

Executive Board in due course. 

5. The ACC noted in October 1958 that the report on progress and prospects in 

community development will be prepared within the framework of the programme of 

concerted action formulated in 1957 (Annex III of the Twentieth Report of ACC to 

the Economic and Social Council). As regards industrialization and productivity, 

it considered that "a development of existing arrangements for co-operation seemed 

more appropriate at this stage than concerted action". These two programmes are 

therefore omitted from the review which follows. 

URBANIZATION 

6. The Director-General reported to the twenty-first session of the Board 1 that 

he was stuping the importance of urbanization in the health field in relation to 

its broad social aspects and as a programme of concerted action. In that report he 

suggested that, as a preliminary to any programme of concerted action, it might be 

desirable to consider an adequately planned joint study with other a g m c i e s over ал 

adequate period of time to determine what measures are necessary or possible for 

greater integration and effectiveness between medical care, public health and social 

services themselves, and between these and economic development. 

7. The twenty-second Report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, 

which the Economic and Social Council considered in July 1958, stated the opinion 

that urbanization did not, at the time, constitute a suitable subject for a 

programme of concerted inter-agency action. 

8. The question was re-examined by the agencies concerned in the second half of 

1958 in the light of Ccnmcil resolution 69厶С XXVI and the results of the continuing 

co-operation among these organizations. An Inter-Secretariat Working Party on 

Urbanization prepared a report which was considered by the ACC at its October 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. Annex 8 
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meeting. An excerpt from this report, relating to the definition of urbanization 

and the steps which might be taken in this field is annexed for information 

(Annex П)1. 

9. The Working Party considered that "the area of activity in the first phase 

should be defined as those problems specifically caused by, or involved in, the 

rapid growth of cities in economically under-developed.areas and those programmes, 

particularly integrated programmes, that have been or could appropriately be 

carried out to deal with such problems". The ACC endorsed the view of the 

Working Party that "the most appropriate step in the direction of a concerted 

prograjnxne in urbanization would be the undertaking of surveys in different regions， 

with a view to ascertaining in the field the most urgent problems that could 
2 

appropriately be dealt with by co-ordinated efforts of different services". 

10. The Working Party considered that the second, stage would depend on the 

results obtained, from the savvey missions. After review of their reports, the 

United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned would be in a position to 

consider undertaking joint pilot projects in specific localities at the request of 

governments. 

11. The Director-General submits for consideration by the Board the following 

proposals concerning participation by -Ш0 in "the first stage of inter-agency 

activities in the field of urbanizations 

(a) By virtue of its constitutional responsibilities5 .WHO should take the 

initiative in the health aspects of any concerted action on urbanization. 

(b) l-jHO's activities relating to urbanization should be governed by its 

present policy which consists in helping and strengthening national health 

administrations so that they can cope with health and sanitation problems arising 

from this source. Advisory assistance to countries can be expected to relate 

especially to programmes in environmental sanitation (urban water supplies), 

public health administration and maternal and child health. 

1 C00RD/R.277 í paragraphs 9-17 

2
 C00RD/R.279> paragraph 6 
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(с) The Organization should take part in the four-city studies which are 

planed ty the United Nations and UNESCO in the Mediterranean Region in 19労 for 

the purpose of collecting and presenting existing data on the conditions and 

problems of urbanization in these cities. The Organization should also participate 

in the survey mission contemplated for the Mediterranean Region in 19穷,in 

preparation for the I960 Middle East Seminar on Urbanization. 

HOUSDE, HJILDM} AND PLANNING 

1 2 ' A C C r ePorted to the twenty-sixtia session of the Economic and Social 

Council on arrangements for a working group on housing, building and planning 

which met in June 1958. It also stated "It is anticipated that, on the basis of 

the discussions in the working group and йге ACC itself, a proposed long-tenn 

programme will be agreed upon at the secretariat level which will be submitted 

for review by the Social Commission and the Council, and 欤 让 e governing bodies 

of the specialized agencies concerned".1 

13. Зл October 1958 the ACC considered the results of the inter-secretariat 

consultations on housing, building and planning, including the report of the 

working group. It endorsed the recommendation that "steps be taken toward a 

concerted programme to assist Govemmaits, particularly in the les s-developed 

areas of the world, to the planning and execution of programmes for extending 

low-cost housing and certain related community facilities in ways which will 

mobilize to the fullest extent available public and private resources, including 

resources outside the building industry, and in particular the efforts of the 

people themselves". Thus, it is new envisaged that concerted action within the 

general field of housine, building and planning should be initiated in a limited 

area, namely: the extension of low-cost housing and certain related community 

facilities. * 

U .  F o r  t h e
 Pujóse of preparing a first draft of such a programme, the ACC 

convened an inter-agency working party to meet in Rome from 12 - 16 Janrniy 1999. 

The conclusions of this working party, if they become available in time, will be 

reported to the Board in an addendum to this document. 

1
 E/3108, page 5 
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WATER RESOURCES DEVEU)P1ENT A№ UTILIZATION 

1 5 . a s the Director-Goieral reported to the Eleventh World Health Assembly 

the Economic and Social Сошс11 approved in 他у 1958 a report on co-ordinated vork 

i n this field which was submitted by the United Nations in consultation witii the 

interested specialized agencies. It also approved the report of the United Nations 

Panel of Experts on Integrated River Basin Development, with whose work Ш0 was 

associated, which called for concerted action in this sector of water resources 

development. At the same time the Council authorized the establishment in the 

United Nations Secretariat of a co-ordinating centre for this vxork. The Centre 

will collect data on experience gained in regular and technical assistance 

programmes of the United Nations, specialized agencies and non-govemmental 

organisations ató will analyse these data in order to bring out problems and gaps 

S t i l l to be filled. 

16. In October 1958， the ACC considered further progress toward concerted 

action in the development and utilization of water resources. Ш its view ihe 

n e w ¥ater Resources Centre provided an opportunity for concerted action in 

respect for example to water pollution, groxmd water economics and hydrology. A 

draft report on this subject is to be prepared by tiie United Nations, in con-

sultation witti the interested specialised agencies and the International Atomic 

Energy Agency, for consideration at the ACC in №y 1999. This report will be 

coimnunicated to the Board at its twenty-fourth session. 

17. No requests have been received from governments for assistance in integrated 

river basin development. However, the secretariat of the Economic Commission for 

A s i a and the Far East has agreed to maintain liaison between the interested 

specialized agencies and the Commission for the Development of the Mekong River, 

whose work at this stage is largely economic. 

18. The Board may wish also to have information on -fflO<s activities in fields 

mentioned by the Economic and Social Council 让 its resolution 675 XXV on water 

resources. 

1
 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 87, Ашех U , page 459 
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19. The Council called special attention to the importance of water pollution 

abatement, particularly in industrialized countries, and of preventing water 

pollution in countries in the early stages of industrialization. Щ0 is 

collaborating with FAO and the Economic Coimnission for Europe in studies aimed at 

promoting the setting up, for research purposes, of water pollution control 

bodies, such as the Rhine Commission. This joint study will also consider the 

possibility of giving more powers to the existing bodies, taking into account the 

regulations in force in the various European countries and in the United States, 

and will help decide on ways and means of centralieing the distribution of 

technical knowledge. 

20. The Sixth European Seminar for Sanitaiy Engineers held in Nice in 

September 1958 discussed, among other "üiings, the economic aspects of water 

pollution. The bitemational Atomic Energy Agency indicated their interest in 

the harmless discharge of radioactive wastes in bodies of water. 

21. WHO activities in the field of water resources will continue in the foim of 
direct assistance which is being given to Governments in the development of safe 

water supplies for human consumption in rural and urban areasj the training of 

personnel, particularly sanitaiy engineers, and the increasing assistance in the 

field of environmental sanitation. The Organization's programmes of control of 

bilharziasis, for example, are of distinct importance in the planning and 

implementation of water resources development. 
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ANNEX I 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPT ED BÏ ТНЫ ECONOMIC Ш) SOCIAL OOUWCIL 

(694 (XXVI) Dev&Lopmgnt and Go-ordination of the Economic 
Social and Human Rights Programmes and Activities 

of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies as a whole) 

С 

？ШЗ OF CONCERTED ACTION 

The Economic and Social Council 

Recalling its resolution 66$ A (XXIV) of 1 August 1957, which underlined the 

importance of developing and executing programms s calling for the participation 

of several organizations within the framework of plans of concerted action, 

Having considered the twenty-second report of the Administrative Committee 

on Co-ordination to the Economic and Social Council (E/3108 and Add.l) and in 

particular its Annex I, concerning possibilities of such action, 

Noting that up to the present it has been feasible to inaugurate a plan of 

concerted action only in the field of community development, 

Having in mind that the objectives of a long-term programme of communi-ty 

development, as set forth in the Secretaiy-Generalts report on the subject 

(2/GN.5/325) have received general approval and should be complemented by an 

evaluation of the different activities aivisaged, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of tte first results which have begun to 

appear in this field of concerted action] 

2. invites the Secretary General, in consultation with the specialized 

agencies concerned, to submit to the Social Commission, for consideration at 

twelfth session, a report on the progress and prospects of the plan of concerted 

notion in the field of communiiy development referred to above, in accordance 

vltti paragraph 5 of Council resolution 663 D (XXI7) of 31 July 1957； 
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3' Rsquests the Social Commission to transmit to the Council at its 

twen-ty-eighth session the above-mentioned report together with any comments or 

re coiamendati oris it may havej 

II 

Noting that Annex I to the twenty-second report of the Administrative 

Committee on Go-ordination to the Economic and Social Council (E/3108 and Add.I) 

indicates possibilities for concerted action in a number of other fields, including, 

in particular^ industrialization and productivity, urbanization；, water control and 

utilisation, the Mediteiraneaji Development Project, housing, building and planning, 

and living and working conditions of indigenous peoples, 

Recognising that no uniform method for the initiation of plans of concerted 

action would be realist!с^ 

1» Endorses that report in so far as it contemplates action in certain of 

these fieldsj 

2» Requosts the Administrative Committee on Co-ordiaation to report to the 

Council at its twentry-eighth session on such of the above-mentioned fields as it 

believes ready for further steps towards concerted action! each r ^ o r t to include 

so far as practicable, factual background information on the subject, together 

with recoraraendaticns as to the practical methods of initiating concerted action in 

the field of activity concerned] 

3. D^cj-des to study these reports with a view to selecting one or more 

fields of activity which would be recommended to the organizations concerned for 

concerted actioni 

III 

？^t^erjreqpaests the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to give 

consideration to, and report to the Council, preferably at its twenty-eighth 

session, on other fields of activity which might be suitable for similar treatment, 

including those which it has not so far judged to be ripe for concerted action, 

and on nev subjects, in particular, the effects of radiation resulting from the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy, 

lO^Uth plenary meeting 
31 July 1958 
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АШЖ II 

EXCERPT FROM REPORT OF THE INTER-SECRETARIAT 
WRKBIG PARTI ON URBANIZATION 

(European Office of the United Nations, 
“ 6-7 October 195S) 

9. It wae agreed, therefore, that if all the agencies represented were to 

participate in a concerted programme in the field of urbanization, the area of 

activity in the first phase should be defined as those problems specifically-

caused by, or involved 1л, the rapid growth of cities in economically under-

developed areas and those programme s 5 particularly integrated programmes, that 

have been or could appropriately be carried out to deal with such problems. 

10. Such a definition would include the problems of migrants since these 

constitute an important part of the difficulties of rapid urban growth, it would 

also cover other problems which are inherent in the need for rapid extension of 

public and social services and related questions of planned urban development, 

the peculiar difficulties of peripheral shanty-towns, questions related to the 

expansion of industries and the establishment of new industrial towns in rural 

areas, etc. 

11. The Working Party felt that a comprehensive consideration of the various 

factors of the urbanization process (social, economic, administrative) was 

essential to the analysis of specific problems as well as to the development of 

the concept of a concerted programe in -urbanisation. Some members of the 

Working Party emphasized that,池ile much investigation had been made into 

urbanisation, as revealed in the information already available, certain practical 

questions of programme approach needed clarification in some of the social 

fields, in particular, questions as to the best methods of expanding services in 

these fields to meet the problems of urbanization and of integrating these 

services wiih those in other fields. 
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12. Taking all these considerations into account, the Working Party readied 

the conclusion that the most appropriate first step in the direction of a 

concerted programme in urbanization should be the undertaking of surveys in 

different regions, with a view to assessing in the field the most urgent problems 

that could be appropriately dealt with by co-ordinated efforts of different 

services； examining cases of such co-ordinated efforts where these existj aad 

drawing recommendations for further action of this kind. The purpose of the 

missions would thus not primarily be fact-finding, but the evolution of joint 

recommendations concerning expanded and concerted action in urbanization, based on 

joint consideration of problems and policies in the field. This approach has 

been tested and found valuable in evolving the concerted programme in community 

development and would be calculated to have more appeal to governments • 

13* The survey miasions would be composed of representatives appointed by the 

agencies concerned5 either secretariat members or outside e v e r t s ; as was the 

case in the community development survey missions. Each mission would involve 

about one month's visit in the field, the report of the mission being prepared 

subsequently. Only countries and localities in which considerable infonnaticai 

is already available on urbanization problems and policies would be visitçd» 

14> It was felt that such a first step would lead more rapidly to practical 

results than a single international meeting of experts on the development of 

comprehensive national urbanization policies. 

15• It was agreed that the reports of the survey missions should be considered 

by an Inter-Agency Working Group, which would report to the ACGj and that the 

recommendations of the missions would be taken into account by the agencies 

concerned in deciding their contribution to concerted action in the field of 

urbanisation. 

16. The second stage would depend on the results of the first stage involving 

the súrvqy missions. After review of their reports, the United Nations and 

specialized agencies concerned would be in a position to consider undertaking 
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joint pilot projects in specific localities at the request of governments. These 

pilot projects would constitute the second stage. 

17. The Working Party considered, that the relationship of a concerted programme 

in urbanization to community development, industrialization and housing and 

regional planning is obvious s but that co-ordination can only be effectively-

achieved within the framework of nationally conceived politics and programmes for 

urban development (including the prevaitive measures outlined above) and on the 

basis of priorities assigned, ty Governments to each type of project according to 

the circumstances obtaining in each country. 


