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1. OPENING OF THE SESSIONî Item 1.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed to the twenty-first session of the Executive Board its 
,* i _ i . 

members, the Deputy Director of the European Office of the United Nations and repre-

sentatives of specialized agencies, the Technical Assistance Board, and inter-

governmental and non-govfemmental organizations. He regretted that Dr Lakshmanan was 

unable to attend tbe present meeting owing to ill health. 

It was M s sad duty to announce that since the last session of the Board two of 
• 1 i its members had died? ÍDr J* Zozaya, the member designated by Mexico, and Dr F» Koch, 

the member designated Ъу the Federal Republic of Germny. Dr Zozaya had been one of 
‘‘ « 

the founding fathers of WHO; he had been present at the International Health 

Conference hèl^ in Uew York in 19^6, and at almost every subsequent Health Assembly, 
r 

For a period he had bfeen ал active member of the Board* Many member日 had the happiest 
• j 

memories of his gene^oeity in his native Mexico, and recognized the great influence he 

had exerted in extending the Organization's prestige. 
¿ 

IXr Koch, known to many numbers in their European, excursions into the international 

field, had become a member of the Board only recently. His Influence had^ however^ 

been considerablê f particularly in Europe； his humanity, humiXity and friendliaesa had 
‘ i 

endeared him to all# 
• / . 

» ^ 

The Chairman aeked members to place on record their appreciation of the services 

of their deceased colleagues by sending a messagé of condolence and sympathy tc their 

relatives and Ъу standing for a moment to their honour • i* • The meeting stocd in silence ta tribute to the memory of Dr Zozaya and Dr Koch* 
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The СНА1ШШ, continuing, said that Dr Zozaya's place on the Board would be taken. 
/ 

by Dr С. Diaz-Сoiler, and Koch^s by Dr A. Habernoll. He welcomed also the member 

newly designated by the Government of Ecuador, Dr 1. E, Jaramillo, 

2. APPOINTMENT OP RAPPORTEURS i Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIBMAH recalled that at the twentieth session of the Board Dr Hafez Amia and 

Dr A» da Silva Travassos had been appointed Rapporteurs. It was of course open to the 

Board to appoint other Rapporteurs, but he felt sure that members would agree that 

those two colleagues had served the Board so well on the last occasion that they should 

be allowed to continue that service. He therefore proposed that Dr Hafez Amia and 

Dr ！Eravasaos should be appointed Rapporteurs. 

It vas so agreed. 

5» ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA! Item 1.3 of the Provisional Agenda 

Пае СНАХШШ said that the provisional agenda appeared in document EB21/1, and 

members would have received an addendum, EB2l/l/Add,l, containing the supplementary 

agenda drawn up in accordance with Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Board. 

He had also received from the Government of Finland, on behalf of Denmark, Finland, 

Norway and Sweden, a request for the insertion of a further items the inclusion of 

sports medicine in the programme cf WHO. 
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Decision; The provisional agenda and the supplementary agenda, including the 
agenda item on sports medicine，were adopted unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that a consolidated agenda would be distributed in the 

afternoon, 

He added that the hours of wm'k at the previous session had been from 9«30 a«m9 to 

1 2 , 3 0 a0ni” with a short recess at about 1 0 o 1 5 о力 1 0 . 3 0 асга，, and from P.m. until 

5.30 p.m” with a short recess about p0m. If members agreed, the Board would 

observe those hoars, 

It^was so agreed, 

4з MEMBEESfîIP OF THE COMMITTEE ON MALARIA ERADICATION: Item 1 of the Supplementary 
Agenda (Resolution EB18,R3) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Committee on Malaria Eradication, as appointed in 

resolution EB18€R3^ had consisted of five members: Dr Jafar^ Dr С. К. Lakshmanan, 

Professor Pesonen^ Dr Zozaya and Sir John Charle s # It would be necessaiy to appoint 

a new member in place of Dr Zozaya. 

Professor CANA.PERIA said that all members would regret the loss of Dr Zozaya, 

whose services, especially as regards malaria eradication, had always been most valuable 

based as they were on his vast experience. No one, ho/ever，could be more suitable to 

replace him than Dr Dias-Coller, who had already taken the place of Dr Zozaya on the 

Board and would undoubtedly give great help to the Committee because of his wide 

experience of malaria eradicat-ion; which had made remarkable progress in Mexico» He 

would propose that Dr Días-Coller be appointed a member of the Coramittee on Malaria 

Eradication. 
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Dr SIRI seconded the motion, and associated himself with the tributes already paid 

to Dr Zozaya. Dr DÍaz-Collei^s ability was well known to members from his active 

participation in the Boardis meetings. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that Dr DÍaz-Colleras nomination had. been proposed by Professor 

Canaperla and seconded by Dr Siri. He ？-sked for other nominations, in the absence of ‘ 

which he would request Dr Diaz-Coller to accept appointment to the Committee on Malaria 

Eradication, where his services would undoubtedly be valuable. 

He proposed the fol 1 owirig-resolutiont--

The Executive Board, 

Considering resolution ЕВ18.Ю, 

1. , APPOINTS Dr С. Diaa-CoHer as а гоетЪег of the Committee on Malaria 
Eradication for the-¿игаЫоп of. Ms-term of office on the Jbcecutive Boards 
in additiaxt-ta Sir John Charles, Dr M, Jailar̂ -Id>-Col С. К. Lakahmanaa-and 
Jb?ofessor N. N. Pesonerx, already members of the Committee; --jand 

2. DECIDES that, if any member of this canmittee is unable to attend, 
his successor or the alternate тетЬег of the Board designated by the 
government concerned, in accordance with Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Executive Board, shall participate in the work of the Committee. 

decision: — Tha-cssoluiion was adopted unanimousl^4sec resolution EB^Uaaj^ 

5. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The CHtllRMN said that it was necessary to provide for two additional meetings of 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. He suggested "that that Committee' 

should meet on Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning, 15 and.17 January, and thai 

meetings of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations and of the 

Committee on Gifts anri-Bequasts should be helcL-at the same time. 
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Dr METCALFE objected that such an arrangement would cause a considerable 

amount of delay to the Board and leave some members with two unoccupied afternoonsд 

besides lengthening the session. He suggested that the committees might meet in 

the evening，to allow the Board to meet morning and afternoon. He had expected 

that the Standing Committee would have completed its work before the opening of the 

sessioru 

Dr DOROLLE^ Deputy D ire с tor-General, replied that if the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance and the other two committees met at the same time, the 

only members of the Board not taking part in committee work would be the two 

Rapporteurs，who would certainly have other important work to do« Moreover^ 
Щ 

although the Committee on Gifts and Bequests would probably not meet for very long, 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance would certainly require two 

half-days for its workс Moreover the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 

Organizations, which had to examine applications and carry out its biennial review， 

would also require two half-days » The result of the proposal for evening meetings 

might be an extra half-day î s work for the Board» 

Decision» The order of business proposed by the Chairman was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that item 8t3 of the Agenda (Review of status of 
« 

Publications Revolving Fund) should be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance. 

It was so agreed, 
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The CHAIRMAN said that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

had deferred its consideration of the budgetary aspects of two matters until they 

had been discussed by the Board, namely iteitt 2.1 of the Agenda (Tuberculosis 

Research Office) and item 3*3 (Assembly procedures for examining the programme, 

budget and ancillary administrative, financial and personnel matters)• He prO|K>sed 

that the Board should take those items first at its meeting on Wednesday 15 Jaxmxy, 

in that order* 

It "was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN added that to enable the Standing Goramittee on Administration and 

Finance to complete its work the Board would have to consider item 9.3 of the Agenda 

(Developments inaotittities assisted jointly with UNICEF) fairily early in its 

deliberations. Other matters deferred by that Standing Commlttee<gpuld~b&~examiDe<i 

by the Board, idien it considered tba..Stand±ng Committee^ report e 

It was so agreed» 

Dr i-iETCALFE regretted that practically no Executive Board docun^nts had reached 

him before he left his own country (Australia) for the present session of the Boards 
‘ * 

but that on arrival at Headquarters he had found a large pile of documents \diich he 

had had no chance to read before but which members would be expected to discuss$ 

He requested that an attempt should be made to supply members with documents con^ 

siderably in advance o£ the Board% mê tixigŝ  
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL undertook to answer Dr Metcalfe when he had had time to 

compare the present situation with that of previous years• Some of the documents 

could not be produced earlier, and others were produced only with great difficulty• 

On the other hand, he recognized the difficulty of members \dien they were confronted 

with a great volume of documents immediately upon' arrival» 

• S 

Dr METGAÎ E thanked the Director-General ； for his acplanation and undertaldbag* 

6, ADDRESS BY THE СНА.ШШ1 

The CHAIRMN said that the members of the Board were somewhat at the mercy of 

the historians of the future. Vihen those historiaría looked through the records of 

the Board's twenty-first session - held in the same year as the celebrations of the 

Tenth Anniversary of the Organization in Minneapolis - they would no doubt wonder 

what were the tasks to irfiich its members applied their corporate wisdom. They would 

also ask how the Board had regarded the achievements of WHO in the past decade, and. 

lAiat were the ideas of members concerning its future scope and purposes. They might 
л、 

also wonder - if the evidence was not already implicit in the records of the Board1s 

proceedings - ̂rtiat sort of persons its members were and whether members were satisfied 

that they Tmd maintained and fostered the tradition of imaginative planning handed 

down to them by e议lier Boardst He would be surprised If those records did not 

disclose to the historians that members had acqmitted themselves well' and added yet 

another white stone to the monument of the achievements of the Board and the 

Organization» 
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In suggesting that mejibers should bear posterity in mind, he did not propose to 

trespass unduly upon the patience ù£ the Board by any prolonged historical review. 

It was, however, a salutary and worthwhile experience to study some of the records of 

previous Executive Boards 一 not so much to remind oneself of the resolutions duly 

passed and enshrined in the monumental Handbook as to recall the voices^ thoughts夕 

aspirations and pride of many of those then present, of whom, happily^ some were again 

present tod some still on о all for further servie� 

Nine years ago the Boardfs third session 13r A3y Shousha^ its first Chairman, 

had spoken of the first meeting of the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean 

area - the tri-conbinental region夕 as he vividly described it̂  His words) however, 

were of equal significance for the Bcard>' 
HThe Committee must face with courage the fact that physical and mental health 
could not be isolated from economic and social conditions^ At the Second 
Executive Board it had Ъезп recognized that the means were available to 
eradicate or substantially to reduce a significant portion of the ills 
afflicting mankind. The application of that knowledge on a world wide, scale 
was now an economic and social necessity3, 

The Board might well remember also the glowing picture of the Organization^ 

activities painted by Professor Parisot at the ninth session�six years previously^ and 

his acute analysis of some of the problem which had confronted WHO then and still 

remained before it. Describing himself as a European - the Chairman himself preferred 

the description tta gceat European^ - he had praised the initial reports of the Western 

Pacific and the African Régions and in doing so had shown himself also a great and 

generous world citizen^ He had presented a most informed and intensive study of the 

purposes and needs of technical assistance - using that concept in its broadest sense -

and had considered in order those matters which had been the Board's greatest concern 
Í 

ever sincei recruitment, equipment； and co-ordination. 
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Professor Parisot1s recommendation that countries should place their experts at 

the Organizationls disposal so that their experience could be more widely dispersed and 

more abundantly productive had achieved continuiag acceptance» 

He would not quote the present members of the Board who had in their time presided 

over it - Dr Jafar, Dr Hyde and Professor Canaperia 一 not because their obiter dicta 

had been less worthy of quotation or because their guidance of the Board had fallen 

short of the high standards of their fellows, but because they were still with it and 

their clarity алс! forthrightness of speech and their wisdom were still at its disposal. 

The continuing problem of recruitment and availability of suitable personnel for 

the increasingly multifarious and progressively more complicated activities of the 

Organization ran like a leit-motiv through the discussions at many of the sosaions of 

the Boards For example. Professor Canaperia had emphasized the previous year the 

existence and importance of that deficiency, and had made the pertinent comment that 

numbers were not enough but there must be quality as well. He had echoed the age-old 

postulate of the Greek historian that msn^ not walls or ships, make the city» 

During the present era medicine and science were unfolding to the world new 

discoveries both in curative and in preventivo medicine which transcended the utmost 

hopes of the previous generation, and even of members of the Beard in their days as 

medical students. More discoveries were to come. Sometimes knowledge appeared to 

outrun the opportunities for its application; and then suddenly the victory it had 

seemed albiost madness to plan flashed real, as in the imaginative conceptions of the 

eradication of malaria and leprosy. 
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The cry was for men and women and for their training. Much had been done already 

to anticipate those needs, but sometimes the solution was a little short of perfection, 

and the full "benefit vhich came frcrn the use of the well-trained and rounded scientist 

was not attained, There was an awareness，a consciousness of that need. All members 

earnestly desired Its fulfilment, for it would provide that sure foundation of knowledge^ 

experience and accomplishment upon which the Organizatiçn - the aofele creation of a 

decade of devoted service Ъу innumerable men and wcmen and Ъу two Directors-General 

of acclaimed anâ outstanding merit - could build with every confidence for the future, 

Dr JARAMHIiO cordially greeted his colleagues on his first day as a member of the 

Board • He had no doubt that WHO was one of the greatest achievements of the last ten 

years. Many of the earth's peoples suffered from diseases which would not Ъе incurable 

if they possessed the technical, material and financial resources vhich other nations 

bad already enjoyed for a long time. The Organization1s programme included projects 

of the first importance, The eradication of malaria and the reduction of trsiberculosis 

to negligible proportions woulâ be a victory for peace; for they wouM not only reduce tiw 

numbers of the sick but alsOjby giving health to a larger number of persons, enable 

them to live fully, in harmony and spiritual serenity, and to take an active part in 

the creative adventure of mankinâ. The Board guiâeâ the Secretariat1s work and 

supervised the execution of the resolutions of the Health Assembly. He would merge 

his himible exertions in the common quest for solutions for problems facing the 

Organization, He thanked the Chairman for giving him the opportunity of making that 

profession of faith, which would guide his work on the Board• 
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Dr H&BERNOEJI thanked the President for welccming him and for paying a tribute 

to his late colleague, Dr Koch. 

Dr DÍA2I*-CQLLER thanked the Chairman members of the Board for their tributes 

to the late Dr Zozaya and their welcome to himself# 

7 . 咖 一 0 _ 一 聽 脈 一 邸 職 1 Item 2,7.1 of the Agenda (Document EB21/5) 

Dr TIMMERMAN, Assistant Director-General, Department of Central Technical 

Services, Introducing the report, said that at its eleYenth session the Expert 
l , 

Conmittee on Biological Standardization had dealt vith problems relating to the 
international standardization of more than thirty-six different biological s\ib_ 

stances. Most of its âiscussiOBs had been concerned vith vork in progrese for 

the establishment of internatioriaX standards for those stíbstances # 

The first part ctf the eleventh report of the Expert Committee (EB21/5), 

sections 1«JL8, was concerned vith phaimacological substances'* The Committee 

had established international standards and defined international units for 

tetracycline, erythromycin and phenoxymethylpenlcillin, thus bringing the iwaiber 

of antibiotics for vhich international s towards were available to eleven. 

To ba published in the Technical Roport Series 
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Âxnong the Immtmological substances the vaccines veve becoming increasingly 

prominent. The Committee had defined the international unit for pertussis vaccine 

(section 19),触 bad discxissed the arrangements that had been made with a view to 

-establishing ал international standard for freeze-dried smallpox vaccine (section 25 )# 

In section 21 It was explained that the prdblem of standardizing cholera vaccine could 

not be solved tmtil a relationship had been established between the results obtained 

with a preparation of cholera vaccine in a laboratory and the prophylactic efficacy 

of that preparation in man； the Committee had agreed, however^ that certain require• 

ments for cholera vaccine could be formulated，arú that the question might be considered 

by a study group on reccramended requirements for biological substances. 

Various sera formed the subjects of eectione 29-36# There would be international 

reference preparations for three types of poliomyelitis sera and for syphilitic human 

sera as veil as one for the Ehestis blood-typing sera. The availability of inter-

national standard preparations for all those sera would greatly promote international 

ûniformity in diagnosis # The Committee had. also taken steps tovards the establish-

ment of an international reference preparation for yellowvfever immune serum as 

recommended by the Expert Committee on Ye3JLow-Fever Vaccine ( section 36)。 

The CHAIRMAN asked vhy, if it had been necessary to issue the corrigendum to 

page 5 of the document regarding the section entitled tetracycline (section 2), a 

similar corrigenduni relating to section 3， on erythrcmycin, had not been issued # 
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Dr TIMMERMAN said that the intention of the corrigendum was to change the 

words wtetracycline basen in the last line of section 2 to "tetracycline hydrochloride". 

The units of tetracycline and erythromycin (section 5) were both defined as one 

microgram. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had been unable to find the word "inhomogeneity11 which 

was used in section 10, on corticotrophin, in any of the dictionaries he had con-

sulted. 

Dr TIMMERMAN replied that the word had been taken from an unpublished work 

and was used in the literature. 

Professor CANAPERIAj referring to the statement in section 27 that the 

Coramittee had decided that there would be little advantage in setting up international 

reference preparations of. [Leptospirosis vaccines in view of the fact that the 

antigenic composition of the vaccines used in different parts of the world varied 

according to the prevalent strains of leptospira, said he understood the reasons 

which had led the Committee to make that statement • which applied to many other 

vaccines • but he thought there would be some advantage in setting up an international 

reference preparation which would indicate an average antigenic content for the 

various vaccines produced from different strains in different countries• 
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Dr TIMMERMAN agreed that what Professor Canaperia had said was completely correct, 

but厂slnc^ there were approximately 200 different strains of leptospira# and the 

differences-between them were small, the Committee had decided that it would be so 

difficult to set up international reference preparations of leptospirosis vaccines 

that it would be inadvisable for it to attempt to do so at the session at present 

under discussion by the Board. That, however, did not mean that the Committee would 

not discuss the setting up of such reference preparations some time in the future• 

Decision： The Board adopted a resolution noting the report, thanking 
the members of the Committee for their work, and authorizing publication 
of the report ,(SGG résolution EB21#R2) e 

EXPERT COMMITTEE ON THE INTERMTIO№lL PHARMACOPOEIA ¿ SEVENTH REPOkr OF THE 
SOB-COMMITTEE ON NON-PROPRIETARY NAMES: Item 2.7.2 of the Agenda (Document EB21/6) 

Dr TIMMERMAN, introducing the report, said that the main task of the Sub-Committee 

had been to study non-proprietary names received from various sources• Of those which 

it had received it had selected 155. A list of the names it had selected would# in 

accordance with the adopted procedure, be published in the Chronicle> Most of those 

names were for medicinal substances which had been, or were about to be, introduced 

on the market. ‘ 

The Sub-Committee noted that the names it reooramended were being increasingly 

used unroughout the world in official publications such as national pharmacopoeias 

and that/ as a result, there was less confusion than there had been in the past owing 

to the number of different names being used f � r the same pharmaceutical preparation in 

different ccaintries # The general principles adopted as a guide at the fifteenth 

session of the Board were being used more and more in the countries in which new 

medicinal substances were produced. 
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Dr HYDE said that in spite of the difficulties which had been encountered in 

laying down the procedure for the inportant function of WHO at present under discussion, 

and in spite of the fact that the procedure which had finally been adopted was the 

result of a compromise, it was proving effective. However, he knew from his experience 

that the United States authorities had observed that there was often a long and perhaps 

unnecessary delay before WHO took a decision on a non-proprietary name. For example 

they had asked Щ 0 for an opinion on the use of the name Meprobamate two years 

previously, but WHO had not yet made a recommendation on it. One list of names approved 

in June had not been received by the United States authorities six months later. This 

might perhaps be due to a shortage of staff at Headquarters# He had, therefore, been 

glad to note that provision had been made in the Director-General* s Proposed Programme 

and Budget Estimates for 1959 for an increase in the size of the Secretariat section 

concerned. If he was right in believing that the delays were partly due to a shortage 

of staff, he would welcome that increase being made during the current year. 

Dr METCALFE said that the Australian authorities greatly appreciated the work done 

by the Sub-Committee. 

Dr TIMMEEMAN said that in some cases there were regrettable delays which might be 

partly due to an overwhelming number of requests being received at -the same time； but 

he thought he should point out that the Secretariat alone could not take a decision 

on the names referred to WHO: it had to consult the experts who were members of the 

Sub-Committee. As there was only one session of the Sub-Committee per year, efforts 

were made to get agreement amongst the members of the Sub-Committee on Non-Proprietary 

Names by means of correspondence, but that could not be done quickly. 
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Dr HYDE asked whether any delay in publishing recommendations of the Sub-Committee 

was due to waiting for the Board to review the report. 

Dr TIMMERMAN replied in the negative. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the seventh report of the Sub-Committee on Non̂ -Proprietary Names 
of the ЕзфвгЬ Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia； 

2. THANKS the members of the Sut-Committee for their work; 

Dr HYDE wondered whether the Sub-Committee ought not to meet more than once a 

year* He suggested that the following paragraph be added to the draft resolution: 

3. REQUESTS the Direct or—Gene ral to inform the Board at a future session 
as to methods which could expedite the procedure for selection of proposed 
international non-proprietary names. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted with that addition (see resolution EB21.R3)# 

9. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON ADDICTION-PfiODUCING-DRUGS: EIGHm REPORT：1 Item 2.7.3 
of the Agenda (Document EB21/7) 

Dr TIMMERMAN, introducing the eighth report of the ЕзфегЬ Committee on Addiction-

Producing Drags (document EB21/7) said that section 2 contained a statement to the 

effect that governments were becoming increasingly interested in Technical Assistance 

measures to combat drug addiction, and that as a result there would be an increase in 

WHO activities. 

In section 3 there was a statement that the consumption of certain narcotic drags 

continued to increase, bat that this might in part be accounted for by medical uses 

such as were not liable to be factors in the production of addiction. 

1 To be published in the Technical Report Series 
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In sub“section 4,1 it was indicated that the Committee had discussed the auestion 

of whether WHO should issue a publication on substitutes for diacetylmorphine to serve 

as a guide to physicians, but had eventually decided that it should not do so广 con-

sidering that it was best to leave it to the physician to decide what drugs, if any^ 

should be used in each case. 

All the sub-sections of section 5 were concerned with requests regarding the 

substaxioeü ŝ nfcionad* somi of chcji: were requests that substances should be freed from 

control, others requests that substances should be brought under control. 

He recalled that, in passing a resolution on the report, the Board was required 

to adopt it, and not merely take note of it, in order to comply with the obligations 

laid upon WHO by the various international conventions relating to the control of 

narcotics力 

The CHAIPMAN invited the Director of the Division of Narcotic Drugs of the United 

Nations Secretariat to speak, saying that he greatly welcomed his presence. 

Mr YATES, Director, United Nations Division of Narcotic Drugs, said he would 

like to take the present opportunity to make a few general remarks regarding the 

working of the international narcotics conventions. 

The rather elaborate machinery set up by the League of Naticáls for international 

narcotics control comprised, a number of bodies/ both inter-governmental and expert, 

and their secretariats^ which, of course, had originally all been part of the League 

of Nations, 

Since the establishment of WHO, after the Second Vforld War, part of that 

machinery had been in the province of the United Nations, whilst the health functions 

fell to WHO, One -of the main reasons why the General Assembly of the United Nations 



had decided that the Division of Narcotic Drugs of the United Nations Secretariat 

should, be transferred to Geneva two years previously, was that it wished the 

secretariat units concerned to be brought together under one roof, so that there 

could be as much practical co-operation as possible at secretariat level. He was 

glad to say that that object was being achieved to a very satisfactory extent; a 

number of Joint studies had been made, and even more valuable was the daily close 

contact on matters of common interest, particularly In the technical assistance 

field• The United Nations Secretariat was greatly obliged to the Director-General 

and to those officers of WHO who dealt with questions relating to the control of 

narcotic drugs• 

In addition, the Economic and Social Council had been discussing the question 

of how the international machinery couldJ^ simplified at the level of the various 

organs concerned^ and had asked for and received the co-operation of WHO in that 

connexion. The results of those discussions were contained in the Economic and. 

Social Council resolution 667 (XXIV), which was designed to enable the de faceto 

amalgamation of the Permanent Central Opium Board and the Drug Supervisory Body to 

be -effected. 

If members were interested in it, there was available for reference a mimeographed 

document describing the various international organs set up for the control of narcotic 
i 

drugs and their functions. 
- i 

Professor CANAPERIA asked what were the criteria employed toy the Expert Committee 

for deciding whether substances had addiction-producing properties. 

The Board had asked the Expert Committee to suggest substitutes for diacetylmorphine 

but as Dr Timmerman had Just stated, it had decided not to do so, because it thought 

that it should be left to the physician to decide what drugs, if any, should be used 
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丄n each case. He himself, however# would have preferred. WHO to name those substitutes 

describing their properties, because he thought that would help a number of countries. 

Even if it did so, the choice could always be left to the physician. 

He also wished to ask what would be the purpose of the proposed addiction 

information centre mentioned in section 9 of the report# and how it was planned to 

set it \xp. It was stated in that section that if the services of the proposed 

centre were developed jointly with those of the United States National Institute of 

Mental Health, duplication of effort would be avoided. He would like to have 

detailed information about the plans for the сentre# particularly those involving 

action by WHO. 

Dr HABERNOLL, referring to section 5«1.2 of the report, said that in answer to 

inquiries made by the German Federal Ministry of the Interior# thirty-two hospitals 

had replied that no addiction to Ticarda had been observed even after prolonged use. 

The CHAIRMAN wondered whether the Expert Committee1 s decision not to suggest 

substitutes for heroin might not be due to the fact that there was no medical 

practitioner, for instance one responsible for patients in the last stages of lung 

cancer, amongst the members of the Committee. 

Dr METCALFE said that in Australia the importation and manufacture of diaoetyl-

morphine had been prohibited for the past two years• At first there had been some 

hostility amongst the medical profession in Australia, but that hostility had died 

down as practitioners had started using substitutes for diacetylmorphine• 
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Dr SIRI said that diacetylmorphine was no longer used in Argentina for medical 

purposes• The manufacture and importation of the drug had been prohibited since 

1952 with the support of the medical profession* All prescriptions of addiction-

producing drugs had to be entered in a special register of a kind laid down by the 

Ministry of Social Security and Public Health. 

Dr TIMMERMAN, in answer to the first question asked by Professor Canaperia, said 

that physical dependence on addiction-producing drugs could, and was being, proved in 

clinical experiments, particularly at Lexington in the United States of America, and 

the results of such experiments greatly influenced the decisions of the Expert 

Committee• 

The Expert Committee had discussed the question of diacetylmorphine at some 

length. It had decided not to draw up a list of substitutes for the drugj partly 
i 

because there was such a vast amount of information available about new analgesics in 

medical publications that it could be assumed the average practitioner was adequately 

informed. 

With reference to the question asked by tihe Chairman, he said that some of the 

members of the Committee were responsible for patients. Clinicians might be invited 

to attend meetings of the Committee, but that might not be in accordance with the 

practice to invite only persons with world-wide interests to serve on such committees. 

It was true that the addiction information centre was the subject of a study, but 

the results of the study were not yet known. It was a matter which required very 

careful consideration. 

He thanked Dr Siri for the information he had given-
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Dr ШГСАЬРЕ asked whether it was planned that WHO should itself set up the 

proposed addiction information centre. 

Dr Т1ШЕШАН replied that as yet there was no indication of who would do so if 

it were agreed 'that it should be set up. 

Dr SIRI said that the Argentine authorities had taken the measures recommended 

by the Committee in regard to Ti carde” and preparations such as propoxyphene had been 

subject to control in his country since 1956« 

Professor CANAPSRXA said that, having heard what Dr Timmerman had said about 

the membership of the Committeej be himself thought it would wise to invite one 

or two clinicians to take part in the Committee1 s work. In many countries it was 

still difficult to convince medical practitioners that they should stop using certain 

drugs^ in particular diacetylmorphine• He also thought, in view of that fact, that 

a» list of drugs which could be used as substitutes for diacetylmorphine in different 

cases should be drawn up̂  especially since the effects of diacetylmorphine were very-

complex о 

In view of the statement in section 9 of the report that tentative negotiations 

to establish an addiction information centre had been undertaken,he wished to ask 

whether WHO had given its support to the plan to set up the centre. The plan should 

not be put into effect unless it was approved by the Board and the Health Assembly• 

Dr Tiramerrnan had indicated some of the criteria employed by the Expert Committee 

for deciding whether a drug had addiction-produoing properties• He would be grateful 

if he would indicate what were the other criteria it employed. He supposed that the 

Committee-considered the effects of the drugs it discussed on the central nervous 

system or their phamicoc^maiüio properties 
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Dr JAPAR agreed that there should be a clinician among the members of the 

Committee, 

Dr HYDE thought that any clinician who served on the Expert Committee would find 

himself in a very difficult position. He would suggest that the World Medical 

Association should be asked for its views on the substitutes for diacetylmorphine• 

Many of its constituent bodies in various countries, Inoluding the Council fqr 

Pharmacy and Qiemistry in his own, played a leading part in the discussions on the 

subjectc Нэ believed that there was no organization which wae better informed than 

WMA on tbe matter. 

Dr JAFAR was glad that Dr Hyde thought that WHO should solicit an authoritative 

opinion on the subject. It remained to be decided how such an opinion should be 

obtained, and that was an important question which should be given careful consideration* 

Mr YATES said that the publication mentioned in footnote (d) on page 6 of the 

report contained much background information on the subject, giving clinical and other 

data on a wide range of drugs which were potential substitutes for heroin• 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board pass a resolution adopting the report, 

thanking the members of the Committee for their work, authorizing publication of the 

report, and requesting the Directors-General to transmit it to the United Nations • 

Dr METCALFE said that he could not vote in favour of adopting the section of the 

report relating to the proposed addiction information centre• 
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Dr HYDE thought there should be some mention in the resolution of the problems 

just discussed by the Board• 

Professor CANAPERIA suggested the inclusion of a clause requesting the Director, 

General to transmit the summary record of the-discussion which had just take� place 

to the United Nations• 

Mr YATES drew attention to the fact that section 5 of the report was concerned 

with statutory decisions under the narcotic treaties• 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion on the terms of the resolution 

should be deferred until the next meeting. 

It was so agreed. 
I Ч1И1Ш — o n 丨 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p>m> 
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OPENING OF THE SESSION： Item 1Л of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed to the twenty-first session of the Executive Board its 
,•• i • 

members, the Deputy Director of the European Office of the United Nations and repre-

sentatives of specialized agencies7 the Technical Assistance Board, and inter-

governmental and non-governmental organizations. He regretted that Dr Lakshmanan vas 

unable to attend the present meeting owing to ill health• 

It was his sad duty to announce that since the last session of the Board two of 
? 

its members had died： t)r Zozaya, the member designated by Mexico^ and Dr Koch^ 

the member designated by the Federal Republic of Gerneny. Dr Zozaya had been one of •4 
the founding fathers of WHO; he had been present at the International Health 

Conference hel<3. in New York in 19紅6, and at almost every subsequent Health Assembly» 
t 

For a period he had bèen an active member of the Boaxd, Many members had the happiest 

memories of his generosity in his native Mexicb, and recognized the great influence he 

had exerted in extending the Organization's prestige• 
j 

Tr Koch， known to many members in their European excursions into the international 

field, had become a member of the Board only recently. His influence had, however, 
\ 

been considerable^^particularly in Europe； his humanity^ humility and friendliness had 

endeared him to all. 

The Chairman asked members to place on record their appreciation of the services 

of their deceased colleagues by sending a message of condolence and sympathy tr their 

relatives and Ъу standing for a moment in their honour « 
The meeting stood in silence In tribute to the memory of Dr Zozaya and Dr Koch> 
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The CHAIRMAN, continuing, said that Dr Zozaya's place on the Board would be taken 

by Dr С* Diaz-С oiler, and jyr Koch^s by Dr A* Habernoll. He welcomed also the member 

newly designated, by the Government of Ecuador, Dr L» E, Jaramillo. 

2. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURSj Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda 
1 » 

The CHA.IRMAN recalled that at the twentieth session of the Board Dr Hafez Amin and 

Dr Aé da Silva Travassos had been appointed Rapporteurs. It was of course open to the 

Board to appoint other Rapporteurs ̂  but he felt sure that members would agree that 

those two colleagues had served the Board so well on the last occasion that they should 

be allowed to continue that service • He therefore proposed that Dr Hafez Amin and 

Dr Travassos should be appointed Rapporteurs, 

It vas so agreed, 

5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA J Item lw3 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Provisional Agenda appeared in document EB2l/l, a^d 

members would have received an addendum, EB2l/l/Adà9l, containing the supplementary 

agenda drawn up in accordance with Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Board. 

He had also received from the Government of F inland, on behalf of Denmark^ Finland， 

Norway and Sweden，a request for the insertion of a further item: the inclusion of 

sports medicine in the programme of WHO» 
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Decision: The provisional agenda and the supplementary agenda, including the 
agenda item on sports medicine, were adopted unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that a consolidated agenda would be distributed in the 

afternoon. 

He added that the hours of work at the previous session had been from 9#50 a#m« to 

12.50 with a short recess at about 10.15 or 10.30 a-m” and from 2,50 p«m# until 

5^30 with a short recess about ̂ -.0 p»m. If members agreed^ the Roard would 

observe those hours* 

It vas so agreed, 

k^ MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE OH MALARIA ERADICATION! Supplementary Agenda item 1 
(Resolution EB18�5) 

The CHAJRMAN recalled that the Committee on Malaria Eradication, as appointed in 

resolution EB18.R3/ had consisted of five members : Dr Jafar, Dr C^ K# Lakshmaaan, 

Professor Pesonen^ Dr Zozaya and Sir John Charles • It would be necessary to appoint 

a new member in place of Dr Zozaya, 

Professor CANAPERIA said that all members would regret the loss of Dr Zozaya, 

whose services^ especially as regards malaria eradication^ had always been most valuable, 

based as they were on his vast experience* No one, however, could be Щ9ге suitable to 

replace him than Dr Diaz-Coller^ who had already taken the place of Dr Zozaya on the 

Board and would undoubtedly give great help to the Committee because of his wide 

experience of malaria eradicatiñii, which had made remarkable progress in Mexico* He 

would propose that Dr Diaz-Coller be appointed a member of the Committee on Malaria 

Eradication. 
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Dr SIRI seconded the motion, and associated himself with the tributes already paid 

to Dr Zoisaya. Dr Diaz-Coller^s ability was well known to members from his active 

participation in the Board*s meetings. 

The CH/IIRMAN stated that Dr Diaz-Gollerf s nomination had been proposed by Professor 

Canaperia and seconded by Dr Siri» He asked for other nominations, in the absence of 

which he would request Dr Diaz-Coller to accept appointment to the Committee on Malaria 

Eradication, where his services would undoubtedly be valuable. 

He proposed the following resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Considering resolution EB18,R3> 

1# APPOINTS Dr С, Diaz-Coller as a member of the Committee on Malaria 
Eradication for the duration of his term of office on the Executive Board, 
in addition to Sir John Charles, Dr M. J afar, Lt-̂ Col С. K. Lakshmanan axid 
Professor N. N, Pesonen, already members of the Coinmittee; and 

2. DECIDES that, if any member of this Canmittee is unable to attend, 
his successor or the alternate member of the Board designated by the 
government concerned, in accordance with Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Executive Board, shall participate in the work of the Committee. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

5. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The (ЖШМ/Ш said that it was necessary to provide for two additional meetings of 

the Standing Committee on Administrât i o n and Finance • He suggested that that Coirmiittee 

should meet on Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning, 15 and 17'January, and that 

meetings of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations and of the 

Committee on Gifts and Bequests should be held at the same time. 
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Dr METCALFE objected that such an arrangement would cause a considerable 

amount of delay to the Board and leave some members with two unoccupied afternoons^ 

besides lengthening the session» He suggested that the committees might meet in 

the evening, to allow the Board to meet morning and afternoonf He had expected 

that the Standing Committee would have completed its work before the opening of the 

session. 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General^ replied that ±£ the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance and the other two committees met at the same time, the 

only members of the Board not taking part in committee work would be the two 

Rapporteurs， who would certainly have other important work to do. Moreover, 

although the Committee on Gifts and Bequests would probably not raeet for very long! 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance would certainly require two 

half-days for its work# Moreover the Standing Committee on Non-OovernraentaX 

Organizations} which had to examine applications and carry out its biennial review, 

would also require two half-days » The result of the proposal for evening meetings 

might be an extra half-day t s work for the Board# 

Decision: The order of business proposed by the Chairman was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that item 8.3 of the Agenda (Review of status of 

Publications Revolving Fund) should be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance • 

It was so agreed» . 
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The CHAIRMAN said that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

had deferred its consideration of the budgetary aspects of two matters until they 

had been discussed by the Board，namely�item 2»1 of the Agenda (Tuberculosis 

Research Office) and item 3«3 (Assembly procedures for examining the programme, 

budget and ancillary administrâtive, financial and personnel matters)• He proposed 

that the Board should take those items first at its meeting on Wednesday 15 January, 

in that order§ 

It шз 80 agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN added, that to enable the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance to complete its "work the Board -would have to consider item 9»3 of the Agenda 

(Developments inactivities assisted jointly with UNICEF) fairly early in its 

deliberationsf Other matters deferred by that Standing Committee would be examined 

by the Board when it considered the Standing Committee*s report» 

It was so agreed» 

Dr METCIAFE regretted that practically no Executive Board documents had reached 

him before he left his own country (Australia) for the present session of the Boards 

but that on arrival at Headquarters he had found a largo pilo of documents î iich he 

had had no chance to read before but which members would be expected to discuss» 

He requested that an attempt should be made to supply members with documents con-

siderably in advance of the Boardrs meetings• 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL undertook to answer Dr Metcalfe when he had had time to 

compare the present situation with that of previous years# Some of the documents 

could not be produced earlier, and others were produced only with great difficulty. 

On the other hand, he recognized the difficulty of members iwhan they were confronted 

with a great volume of documents immediately upon arrival, 

Dr METCALFE thanked the Director-General for his applanation and undertaking. 

6. ADDRESS BY THE CHâlRMâN 

The CHA.IRMAN said that the members of the Board were somewhat at the mercy of 

the historians of the future 4 "When those historians looked through the records of 

the Board^s twenty-first session 一 held in the same year as the celebrations of the 

Tenth Anniversary of the Organization in Minneapolis - they would no doubt wonder 

what were the tasks to which its members applied their corporate wisdom» They would, 

also ask how the Board had regarded the achievements of Ш Ю in the past decades and 

what were the ideas of members concerning its future scope and purposes• They might 

also -wonder _ if the evidence was not already implicit in the records of the Board1 s 

proceedings _ what sort of persons its members were and whether members were satisfied 

that they had maintained and fostered the tradition of ijnaginative planning handed 

down to them by earlier Boards« He would be surprised if those records did not 

disclose to the historians that members had acquitted themselves well and added yet 

another white stone to the monument of the achievements of the Board and the 

Organization. 
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In suggesting that members should bear posterity in mind, he did not propose to 

trespass unduly upon the patience of the Board by any prolonged historical review. 

It was, however, a salutary and worthwhile experience to study some of the records of 

previous Executive Boards — not so much to remind oneself of the resolutions duly 

passed and enshrined in the monumental tendboojk as to recall the voices^ thoughts^ 

aspirations and pride of many of those then present, of whom, happily, some were again 

present and some still on call for further service. 

Nine years ago at the Board^ third session Dr Aly Shousha^ its first Chairman, 

had spoken of the first meeting of the Regional Coirmiittee for the Eastern Mediterranean 

area - the tri-continental region, as he vividly described it# His words^ howeverд 

were of equal significance for the Board: 
11 The Committee must face with courage the fact that physical and mental health 
could not be isolated from economic and social conditions• At the Second 
Executive Board it had been recognized that the means were available to 
eradicate or substantially to reduce a significant portion of the ills 
afflicting mankind. The application of that knowledge on a world wide scale 
was now an economic and social necessity11 • 

The Board might well remember also the glowing picture of the Organization^ 

activities painted by Professor Parisot at the ninth session, six years previously, and 

his acute analysis of some of the problems which had confronted WHO then and still 

remained before it. Describing himself as a European 一 the Chairman himself preferred 

the description ua great European11 一 he had praised the initial reports of the Western 

Pacific and the African Regions and in doing so had shown himself also a great and 

generous world citizen» He had presented a most informed and intensive study of the 

purposes and needs of technical assistance - using that concept in its broadest sense -

and had considered in order those matters which had been the BoardJs greatest concern 

ever sincej recruitment，equipment^ and co-ordinatiom 
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Professor Parisot ls r ec oimnendat i on that countries should place their experts at 

the Organization^ disposal so that their experience could be more widely dispersed and 

more abundantly productive had achieved continuing acceptance. 

He -would not quote the present members of the Board who had in their time presided 

over it - Dr Jafar, Dr Hyde and Professor Canaperia - not because their obiter dicta 

had been less worthy of quotation or because their guidance of the Board had fallen 

short of the high standards of their fellows, but because they were still with it and 

their clarity and forthrightness of speech and their wisdom were still at its disposal. 

The continuing problem of recruitment and availability of suitable personnel for 

the increasingly multifarious and progressively more complicated activities of the 

Organization ran like a leit-motiv through the discussions at талу of the sesaions of 

the Board, For example, Professor Canaperia had emphasized the previous year the 

existence and iinportance of that deficiency, and had made the pertinent coinment that 

numbers were not enough but there must be quality as well» He had echoed the age-old 

postulate of the Qreek historian that men, not walls or ships, make the city» 

During the present era medicine and science were unfolding to the world new 

discoveries both in curative and in preventive medicine which transcended the utmost 

hopes of the previous generation, and even of members of the Board in their days as 

medical students. More discoveries were to come. Sometimes knowledge appeared to 

outrun the opportunities for its application; and then suddenly the victory it had 

seemed almost madness to plan flashed real, as in the imaginative conceptions of the 

eradication of malaria and leprosy. 
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The cry was for men and women and for their training. Much had been done already 
» 

to anticipate those needs, but sometimes the solution was a little short of perfection； 

and the full benefit which came from the use of the veil-trained and rounded scientist 

was not attained, There was an awareness, a consciousness of that need ф All members 

earnestly desired its fulfilment, for it would provide that sure fouMation of knowledge^ 

experience anâ accomplishment upon which the Organization - Ш е ntíble creaticai of a 

decade of devoted service by innumerable men and "wcrnen and by two Directors-General 

of acclaimed and outstanding merit - could build with every confidence for the future, 

Dr JABAMIIIiO cordially greeted his colleagues on his first day as a member of the 

Board, He had no doubt that WHO was one of the greatest achievements of the last ten 

years. Many of the earth's peoples suffered from diseases which vould not Ъе incurable 

if they possessed the technical, material and financial resources which other nations 

had already enjoyed for a long time. The Organization»s programme included projects 

of the first importance, The eradication of malaria and the reduction of tuberculosis 

to negligible proportions would Ъе a victory for peace; for they would not only reduce the 

numbers of the sick but also by giving health to a larger mmiber of persons anâ enable 

them to live fully, in harmony ana spiritual serenity, and to take an active part in 

the creative adventure of mankind, The Board guided the Secretariat1s vork and 

supervised the execution of the resolutions of the Health Assembly. He would merge 

his hunible exertions in the common quest for solutions for problems facing the 

Organization, He thanked the Chairman for giving him the opportunity of making that 

pïofession of faith, which would guide his work on the Board, 
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Dr HABERNQLL thankeâ the President for welcoming him and for paying a tribute 

to his late colleague，Dr Koch, 

Dr DIAZ-CQLLER thaalceâ the Chairman and members of the Board for their tributes 

to the late Dr Zoẑ aya and their welcome to himself t 

7 # EXEEET COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGICAIi STAimAKOmiION • ELEVENTH REPORT i 
Item ,2 J Д of the Ageoda (Dociiment EB21/5) 

Dr ТЗШЕШАЛ^ Assistant Director-General^ Department of Central Technical 

Services, introducing the report, said that at its eleventh session the Expert 
• - ： i ... .. , . 
Committee on Biological Standardization had dealt with problems relating to the 

international standardization of more than thirty-six different biological sub-

stances t Most of its discussions had been concerned with vork in progress for 

the establishment of international standards for those 8ttostances# 

！The first part of the eleventh report of the Expert Committee (ЕВ2Х/5)Д 

sections was concerned vith phairaacological substances » The Ccanmittee 

had established international standards and defined international units for 

tetracycline^ erythromycin and phenoxymethylpenicillin, thus "bringing the number 

of antibiotics for which international standards were available to elevent 
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Among the inmiimological substances the vaccines vere becoming increasingly 

pr<»inent# The Committee had defined the international unit for pertussis vaccine 

(section 19)，and had discussed the arrangements that had been made with a view to 

establishing ал international standard for freeze-dried smallpox vaccine (section 2J)# 

In section 21 it vas explained that the prcblem of standardizing cholera vaccine could 

not Ъе solved until a relationship had been established between the results obtained 

with a preparation of cholera vaccine in a laboratory and the prophylactic efficacy 

of that preparation in man； the Committee had agreed, however， that certain require-

ments for cholera vaccine could Ъе formulated, arú that the question might be considered 

by a study group on recommended requirements for biological substances # 

Various sera formed the siibjects of sections 29-Зб# There would be international 

reference preparations for three types of poliomyelitis sera and for syphilitic human 

sera as veil as one for the Bhesus "blood-typing sera. The availability of inter-

national standard preparations for all those sera would greatly promote international 

irnifamity in diagnosis • The Committee had also taken steps towards the establish-

ment of an international reference preparation for yellow-fever immune serum as 

reccmiewied Ъу the Expert Ccnmnittee 011 Yellow^Fever Vaccine ( section 56) • 

The CHAIRMAJi asked if it had been necessary to issue the corrigendum to 

page 5 of the document regarding the section entitled tetracycline (section 2)j а 

similar corrigend皿 relating to section 3； on erythrcmycin, had not been issued. 
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Dr TIMMERMAN said that the Intention of the corrigendum was to change the 

words 11 tetracycline base1* in the last line of section 2 to ̂ tetracycline hydrochloride^. 

The units of tetracycline and erythromycin (section 3) Were both defined as one 

microgram. . 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had been unable to find the word n inhomogeneity!l which 

was used in section 10, on с ort i с otr ophin, in any of the dictionaries he had con-

sulted. 

Dr TIMMERMAN replied that the word had been taken from an unpublished work 

and was used in the literature. 

Professor CANAPERIA, referring to the statement in section 27 that the 

Committee had decided that there would be little advantage in setting up international 

reference preparations of [Leptospirosis vaccines in view of the fact that the 

antigenic composition of the vaccines used in different parts of the world, varied 

according to the prevalent strains of leptospira, said he understood the reasons 

which had led the Committee to make, that statement - which applied to many other 

vaccines - but he thought there would be some advantage in setting up an international 

reference preparation which would indicate an average antigenic content for the 

various vaccines produced from different strains in different countries• 
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Dr TIMMERMAN agreed that what Professor Canaperia had said was completely correct, 

but, since there were approximately 200 different strains of [Leptospira, and the 

differences between them were small, the Committee had decided that it would be so 

difficult to set up international reference preparations of leptospirosis vaccines 

that it would be inadvisable for it to attempt to do so at the session at present 

under discussion by the Board, That, however, did not mean that the Committee would 

not discuss the setting up of such reference preparations some time in the future# 

Decision: The Board adopted a resolution noting the report, thanking 
the members of the Committee for their work, and authorizing publication 
of the report� 

8. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON THE 工NTKRNATTONAL PHARMACOPOEIAS SEVENTH REPOfiT OP THE 
SUB-COMMITTEE ON NON-PROPRIETARY NAMES? Item 2.J.2 of the Agenda (Document EB21/6) 

Dr TIMMERMAN, introducing the report, said that the main task of the Sub-Committee 

had been to study non-proprietary names received from various sources. Of those which 

it had received it had selected 155. A list of the names it had selected would# in 

accordance with the adopted procedure^ be published in the Chronicle, Most of those 

names were for medicinal substances which had been, or were about to be, introduced 

on the market. 

The Sub-Committee noted that the names it recommended were being increasingly 
» 

used throughout the world in official publications such as national pharmacopoeias 

and that, as a result, there was less confusion than there had been in the past owing 

to the number of different names being used for the same pharmaceutical preparation in 

different countries. The general principles adopted as a guide at the fifteenth 

session of the Board were being used more and more in the countries in which new 
medicinal substances were produced. 
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Dr HYDE said that in spite of the difficulties which had been encountered in 

laying down the procedure for the important function of WHO at present under 

discussion^ and in spite of the fact that the procedure which had finally been 

adopted was the result of a compromise, it was proving effectivç. However, he 

knew from his experience that the United States authorities had observed that there 

was often a long and perhaps unnecessary delay before WHO took a decision on a non-

proprietary name» For example they had asked WHO for an opinion on the use of the 

name Meprobamate, but WHO had not yet made a recommendation on it. One list of 

names approved in June had not been received by the United States authorities six 

months later• This might perhaps be due to a shortage of staff at Headquarters• 

He had, therefore, been glad to note that provision had been made in the Director^ 

Generalas Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1959 for an increase in the 

size of the Secretariat section concerned. If he was right in believing that the 

delays were partly due to a shortage of staff, he would welcome that increase being 

made during the current year» ' 

Dr METCALFE said that the Australian authorities greatly appreciated the work 

done by the Sub-Committee. 

Dr TIMMERMAN said that in some oases there were regrettable delays which might • 

be partly due to an overwhelming number of requests being received at the same time; 

but he thought he should point out that the Secretariat alone could not take a 

decision on the names referred to WHO: it had to consult the experts who were members 

of the Sub-Committee. As there was only one session of the Sub-Committee per year^ 

eefforts were made to get agreement amongst the members of the Sub-Committee on Non-

Proprietary Names by means of correspondence, but that could not be done quickly. 
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Dr HÏDE asked whether any delay in publishing recommendations of the Sub-Committee 

was due to waiting for the Board to review the report. 

Dr TîMMERMAN replied in the negative • 

Ihe CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of tha following draft resolutiorij 
11 The Executive Board 

1# NOTES the seventh report of the Sub-Committee on Non-Proprietary 
Name^ of the Expert Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia} 

2. THANKS the members of the Sub-Committee for their work|w 

Dr HÏÏÛE wondered whether the SukwCommittee ought not to meet more than опое a 

year. He suggested that the following paragraph be added to the draft resolution: 

BEQUESTS the Director-General to inform the Board at a future 
session as to methods which could expedite th<e procedure for selection 
of proposed international non-proprietary names广 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted with that addition» 

ЕХРЕШМХШШШЕЕ' ON ADDICIION-EHQDUCINiMMRCGS—EIGHTH JIEPQKE: Item 2,7 
� “ o r the Agenda (Document ЕВ21Д) 

» . 

Dr TIMMERMAN, introducing the eighth report of the Expert Committee on Addictions 

Producing Drugs (document EB21/V) said that section 2 contained a statement to the 

effect that governments were becoming increasingly interested in Technical Assistance 

measures to combat drug addiction, and that as a result there would be an Increase in 

WHO activities• 

In section 3 there was a statement that the consumption of certain narcotic drugs 

continued to increase, but that this might in part be accounted for by medical uses 
such as were not liable to be factors in thé production of addiction. 
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In sub̂ -section 4,1 it was indicated that the Committee had discussed the question 

of whether WHO should issue a publication on substitutes for diacetylmorphine to serve 

as a guide to physicians, but had eventually decided that it should not do so, con-

sidering that it was best to leave it to the physician to decide what drugs, if any# 

should be used in each case» 

All the sub-seotions of section 5 were concerned with requests regarding the 

substances mentioned; some of there were requests that substances should be freed from 

control, others requests that substances should be brought under control. 

He recalled that, in passing a resolution on the report, the Board was required 

to adopt it> and not merely take note of it, in order to comply with the obligations 

laid upon WHO by the various international conventions relating to the control of 

narcotics• 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Director of the Division of Narootic Drugs of the United 

Nations Secretariat to speak, saying that he greatly welcomed his presence. 

Mr YATES, Director, United Nations Division of Narcotic Drugs, said he would 

like to take the present opportunity to make a few general remarks regarding the 

working of the international narcotics conventions• 

The rather elaborate machinery set up by the League of Nations for international 

narcotics control comprised a number of bodies, both inter-governmental and expert, 

and their secretariats, which, of course, had originally all been part of the League 

of Nations, 

Since the establishment of WHO, after the Second Ifcrld Vfer, part of that 

machinery had been in the province of the United Nations, whilst the health functions 

fell to WH0> One of the main reasons why the General Assembly of the United Nations 
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had decided that the Division of Narcotic Drugs of the United Nations Secretariat 

should be transferred to Geneva two years previously, was that it wished the 

secretariat units concerned to be brought together under one roof, so that there 

could be as much practical co-operation as possible at secretariat level• He was 

glad to say that that object was being achieved to a very satisfactory extent; a 

number of joint studies had been made, and even more valuable was the daily close 

ontact on matters of common interest, particularly in the technical assistance 

field. The United Nations Secretariat was greatly obliged to the Director-General 

and to those officers of WHO who dealt with questions relating to the control of 

narcotic drugs• 

In addition, the Economic and Social Council had been discussing the question 

of how the international machinery could—be simplified at the level of the various 

organs concerned, and had asked for and received the co-operation of WHO in that 

connexion• The results of those discussions were contained in the Economic and 

Social Council resolution 667 (XXIV), which was designed to enable the de facto 

amalgamation of the Permanent Central Opium Board and the Drug Supervisory Body to 

be effected. 

If members were interested in it, there was available for reference a mimeographed 

document describing the various international organs set up for the control of narcotic 

drugs and their functions. 

Professor CANAPERIA asked what were the criteria employed toy the Expert Committee 

for deciding whether substances had addiction-producing properties. 

The Board had asked the Expert Committee to suggest substitutes for diacetylmorphine 

but as Dr Timmerman had just stated, it had decided not to do so, because it thought 

that it should be left to the physician to decide what drugs, if any, should be used 
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in each case. He himself, however# would have preferred WHO to name those substitutes 

describing their properties# because he thought that would help a number of countries. 

Even if it did so, the choice could always be left to the physioian. 

He also wished to ask what would be the purpose of the proposed addiction 

information centre mentioned in section 9 of the report, and how it was planned to 

set it up. It was stated in that section that if the services of the proposed 

centre were developed jointly with those of the United States National Institute of 

Mental Health, duplication of effort would be avoided• He would like to have 

detailed information about the plans for the centre, particularly those involving 

action by WHO. 

Dr HABERNOLL, referring to section 5»1*2 of the report, said that in answer to 

inquiries made by the German Federal Ministry of the Interior^ thirty一two hospitals 

had replied that no addiction to Ticarda had been observed even after prolonged use. 

The CHAIRMAN wondered whether the Expert Committee's decision not to suggest 

substitutes for heroin might not be due to the fact that there was no medical 

practitioner, for instance one responsible for patients in the last stages of lung 

cancer, amongst the members of the Committee• 

Dr METCALFE said that in Australia the importation and manufacture of diacetyl-

morphine had been prohibited for the past two years• At first there had been some 

hostility amongst the medical profession in Australia, but that hostility had died 

down as practitioners had started using substitutes for diacetylmorphine. 
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Dr SIRI said that diacetylmorphine was no longer used in Argentina for medical 

purposes• The manufacture and importation of the drug had been prohibited since 

1952 with the support of the medical profession. All prescriptions of addiction-

producing drugs had to be entered in a special register of a kind laid down by the 

Ministry of Social Security and Public Health, 

Dr TB®®RMAN, in answer to the first question asked by Professor Canaperia, said 

that physical dependence on addiction-producing drugs could^ and was being, proved in 

clinical experiments, particularly at Lexington in the United States of America# and 

the results of such experiments greatly influenced the decisions of the Expert 

Committee• 

The Expert Committee had discussed the question of diacetylmorphine at some 

length. It had decided not to draw up a list of substitutes for the drug, partly 

because there was such a vast amount of information available about new analgesics in 

medical publications that it could be assumed the average practitioner was adequately 

informed. 

With reference to the question asked by the Chairman, he said that some of the 

members of the Committee were responsible for patients• Clinicians might be invited 

to attend meetings of the Committee, but that might not be in accordance with the 

practice to invite only persons with world-wide interests to serve on such committees• 

It was true that the addiction inforaation centre was the subject of a study, but 

the results of the study were not yet known» It was a matter which required very 

careful consideration. 

He thanked Dr Siri for the information he had given. 
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Dr METCALFE asked, whether it was planned that WHO should itself set up the 

proposed addiction information centre• 

Dr TIMMERMAN replied that as yet there was no indication of who would do so if 

it were agreed that it should be set up» 

Dr SIRI said that the Argentine authorities had taken the measures recommended 

by the Committee in regard to Ticarda, and preparations such as propoxyphene had been 

subject to control in his country since 1956. 

Professor CANAPERIA said that, having heard what Dr Timmerraan had said about 

the membership of the Committee, he himself thought it would be wise to invite one 

or two clinicians to take part in the Committee^ work. In many countries it was 

still difficult to convince medical practitioners that they should stop using certain 

drugs, in particular diacetylmorphine• He also thought, in view of that fact, that 

a list of drugs which could be used as substitutes for diacetylmorphine in different 

cases should be drawn up, especially since the effects of diacetylmorphine were very 

complex. 

In view of the statement in section 9 of the report that tentative negotiations 

to establish an addiction information centre had been undertaken he wished to ask 

whether WHO had given its support to the plan to set up the centre. The plan should 

not be put into effect unless it was approved by the Board and the Health Assembly. 

Dr Timmerman had indicated some of the criteria employed by the Expert Committee 

for deciding whether a drug had addiction-producing properties• He would be grateful 

if he would indicate what were the other criteria it employed# He supposed that the 

Committee considered the effects of the drugs it discussed on the central nervous 

system or their pharmacodynamic properties• 
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Dr JAPAR agreed that there should be a clinician among the members of the 

Committee• 

Dr HYDE thought that any clinician who served on the Expert Committee would find 

himself in a very difficult position. He would suggest that the World Medical 

Association should be asked for its views on the substitutes for diacetylmorphine• 

Many of its constituent bodies in various countries, including the Council for 

Pharmacy and Chemistry in his own, played a leading part in the discussions on the 

subject, he believed that there was no organization which was better informed than 

WMA on the matter• 

Dr JAPAR was glad that Dr Hyde thought that WHO should solicit an authoritative 

opinion on the subject. It remained to be decided how such an opinion should be 

obtained, and that was an important question which should be given careful consideration. 

Mr YATES said that the publication mentioned in footnote (d) on page 6 of the 

report contained much background information on the subject, giving clinical and other 

data on a wide range of drugs which were potential substitutes for heroin. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board pass a resolution adopting the report, 

thanking the members of the Committee for their work, authorizing publication of the 

report, and requesting the Director-General to transmit it to the United Nations• 

Dr METCALFE said that he could not vote in favour of adopting the section of the 

report relating to the proposed addiction information centre. 
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Dr HYDE thought there should be some mention in the resolution of the problems 

just discussed by the Board• 

Professor CANAPERIA suggested the inclusion of a clause requesting the Director-

General to transmit the summary record of tbe discussion which had just taken, place 

to the United Nations* 

Mr YATES drew attention to the fact that section 5 of the report was concerned 

with statutory decisions under the narcotic treaties• 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion on the terms of the resolution 

should be deferred until the next meetings 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 12,,30 p.m> 


