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DUTIES OF WHO uDICAL ADVISERS WITH UNICEF 

1. At the request of the Standing Cominittee on Administration and Finance, the 

jJirector-General subnits the following report to the Executive Board on the duties 

and functions of WHO msdical advisers with U h U and some background information. 

2. Background 

In 1946 the General Assembly by resolution 57 (I) established TOJICSF. This 

resolution represents the Charter of the Fund, and its paragraph 4 (c) reads as 

follows: 

"(c) To the maximum extent feasible, the utilization of the staff 
and technical assistance of specialized agencies, in particular 
the World Health Organization or its Interim Commission, shall be 
requested, with a view to reducing to a minimum the separate 
personnel requirements of the Fund." 

In 1953 the General Assembly considered the future of UNICEF and adopted 

resolution 802 (VIII), th3 operative paragraph 2 of which reads: 

"2. Reaffirms the pertinent provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 57 ( I ) . . 

3. In view of these constitutional provisions and in view of the fact that UWXCEF 

Headquarters had established various regional offices, the Organization was 
i 

requested by UOTCSF to appoint, first in Paris, then in Bangkok and. later in New 

York and Lima, WHO medical advisers to assist UNICEF "with essential day-to-day-

decisions demanding medical knowledge" while "keeping in contact with WHO 

Headquarters and/or the WHO regional offices concerned". 

At present there are two medical advisers with UKICEF Headquarters in New 

York, ore in the UNICLF Regional Office in Paris and one in the Bangkok UNICEF 

Regional Office. The Regional Office in Lima was disestablished by UNICEF last 

year. The second WHO medical adviser in New York has assisted in the regional 
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work of the Americas in addition to his functions at UNICEF Headquarters. This second 

medical officer was appointed at UNICEF Headquarters at the request of UNICEF in 

1953• These posts were established as follows: 

The functions of the medical advisers with UNICEF Headquarters can be suaanarized 

as follows: 

(a) In consultation with WHO Headquarters and TOgpLonal offices to adxXse 

the UNICEF Administration on the technical aspects of (i) long-range 

planning of use of UNICEF resources, (ii) WHO programme proposals
э 

(ill) project equipment and supplies, thus ensuring the application q£ 
policies adopted by the JCHP or by the Director-General of WHO. 

(b) In consultation with WHO Headquarters and Regional Offices to 

analyse project proposals at initial stages; visit field projects and 

continuously review their development in relation to UNICEF assistance 

to joint projects. 

(c) To keep WHO informed of developments in UNICEF policies and procodures, 

and assist in the preparation for the meetlogs of the JCHP. 

In terms of the actual UNICEF programme these duties entail asalstiuag the UNICiar 

administration in determining the total annual allocations devoted to health projects^ 

the type of health prograirane eligible for assistance and the distribution of resources 

among the various types of health projects. 1ц addition^ to explain and interpret 

technical aspects (i) on the recommendations for assistance made by the UNICEF 

administration to its Executive Board, (ii) on the technical adequacy of equipment 

being procured by UNICEF for jointly assisted projects and (iii) WHO recowmendations 

on setting up standard lists of medical equipments for WHO/llNICEF health projects• 

In Paris 

Bangkok 

New York 

September 1948 

November 1949 

September 1950 

March 1953 (2) M « 

Lima February 1954 - disestablished in 1957• 
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5. Consultations and. correspondence from the regional organization of UNICEF is 

normally channelled through the medical adviser with the UNICEF regional offices. 

The Regional Office of UNICEF in Paris works with the r
e g
i

0
nal offices of the WHO 

European, African and Eastern Mediterranean regions, whilst the WHO medical adviser 

with the UNICEF Regional Office in Bangkok works with the Eastern Mediterranean, 

South-East Asian and Western Pacific Regional Offices of WHO. 

The functions of the advisers working in the i^gional offices of UNICEF are 

essentially similar to those of the Ш0 staff appointed to UNICEF Headquarters except 

for the fact that they deal with activities in their respective geographical areas. 

Essentially, while WHO medical advisers at UNICEF Headquarters are consulted by 

UNICEF on lorç-range plans and general programme development, WHO medical advisers 

at UNICEF regional offices deal mostly with individual project development and. 

follow-up. 

This project development includes the (i) negotiations with UNICEF regional 

offices in relation to plans of operations developed and approved by 丽0 regional 

directors in consultation with the countries concerned, (ii) advice to UNICEF 

regional directors - (a) on the regional adaptation of project supplies and equipment 

as specified by the Regional offices and (b) on regional adaptation of technical 

policies, standards and procedures for jointly assisted projects as established by 

the i*«gional directors concerned. 



W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD EB21/WP/7 Add.l 
22 January 1958 

Twenty-first Session 

Agenda Ifcem 
ORIGINAL； ENGLISH 

DUTIES OP WHO MEDICAL ADVISERS WITH UNICEF 

Further to document EB21/WP/7, the Director-General has the honour to report 

that he has today received a letter dated 13 January 1958 from Mr Maurice Pate,
 л 

Executive Chairman of UNICEF, the text of which is as follows : 
n

I understand that the matter of WHO Advisers at UNICEF Headquarters and 

Regional Offices is shortly to be reviewed by your Executive Board. Besides the 

views which you will be expressing on this subject, I would appreciate very mucb 

the opportunity to add my own* Por the many years now that the institution of 

Medical Advisers has been in exist^nce^ my conviction is that these Advisers in 

our daily work have been one of the most impartant factors in drawing our two 

Organizations into a close working partnership. The results achieved over these 

years speak for themselves. 

My colleague, Mr Heyward, who is now in Europe will gladly appear before your 

Board, or any sub-committee which is studying this matter, to explain in detail 

why UNICEF feels the continuation of Medical Advisers, both at Headquarters and 

in UNICEF Regional Offices^ is of the greatest importance to both our Organizations 

I go one step further, The fact that the WHO Medical Advisers at all points 

have done considerable field travel, in co-ordination with their WHO colleagues at 

work in the fields has made the Advisers all the more helpful to us. We know 

that their daily advice and interpretation is based on a knowledge of practical 

working conditions in the field. 

Beginning in 1958 WHO has proposed to take over the travel expense of the WHO 

Auvisers, At the same time, as I assured you recently in Geneva, UNICEF feels the 

matter of travel and maintenance of personal contacts in the field by our WHO 

Advisers is of such importance that, should your travel funds for this purpose at 

any time not prove to be sufficient, UNICEF will gladly cover any short-fall 


