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1 . TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT FUTURE HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 5#3 of the Agenda 

(Document EB19/201) (continued) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General^ Department of Advisory Services, said 

that the discussion at the previous meeting had provided the Director-General and his 

staff with valuable guidance regarding preparations for technical discussions at 

future Health Asseirfcliea.-

After the comments which had been made on the publication of the reports of 

the technical discussions^ he thought he shotild explain that in the past those 

reports had been published in full in the "WHO Chronicle; they had had a fairly 

wide distribution* The Secretariat had distributed 3350 copies of the report on 

the technical discussions at the Ninth World Health Asseirbly; of those copies 

2000 had been in English, 950 in French and 400 in Spanish. 

With reference to the suggestion to the effect that fuller records should be 

kept of the technical discussions, he explained that it had in the past been 

physically impossible for the existing staff of the Organization to keep and issue 

full minutes of those discussions; at the Ninth World Health Assembly those taking 

part in the discussions had been divided into nine separata groups which had met 

concurrentlyt Moreover， he doubted "whether the nature of the technical discussions 

was suited to recording them in the form of minutes¡ in the past it had been 

generally agreed that it was sufficient to keep a record only of the conclusions 

reached and of the main points leading up to the conclusions^ The cost of keeping 

a full record of all the technical discussions at Health Assemblies would be very 

high# 

1 Reproduced as Annex 23 to Off» Rec» Wld H^th Org^ 764 



Regarding the ccr.iments that had been made on the subject of the relationship 

between the technical discussions at Health Assemblies and the discussions of the 

regional committees, he recalled that the subject had been discussed by the Board 

on several occasions in the past» At its eleventh session the Beard, had agreed 

that for tho time being it vaa proforcblo that tho stib j opts \ s aloft ted fox- technical' 

discussions at Health Assemblies should not be discussed in the regional committees 

before they were discussed at the Health Assembly (resolution 33BX1.B67)e At its 

fourteenth session the Board had requested the Director-General to study the question 

of whether the subject of technical discussions at Health Assemblies should bè 

discussed at regional meetings (resolution EEL4eH19)t The Direcfcor-General had 

submitted a report on that question for consideration at the fifteenth session of 

the Board. He had indicated in that report that at least three regional committees 

did not think that they should be required to study the subjects of technical 

discussions at the Health Assembly. It had been felt that topics for discussion 

at World Health Assemblies "were not always suitable for regional discussions« At 

its fifteenth session the Board had noted that section of the document but had not 

taken any other action on it# 

He thought he should also recall that the Director-General had in the past 

suggested that governments might sponsor discussions at the national level on 

matters which were later tc be the subject of technical discussions at World Health 

Assemblies, He had made such a suggestion in particular regarding the technical 

discussions at the Ninth and Tenth World Health Assemblies, 
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The CHAIRMAN drew attention to two draft resolutions, one on technical 

discussions at future Health Assemblies in general, and another on the 

specific question of the technical discussions which it had been planned to hold 

during the Eleventh World Health Assembly. He believed those two draft resolutions 

swamà up the consensus of opinion on the item at the preceding meeting. He 

invited comments on the general draft resolution (issued as docment EEL9/WP/16》 

which read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Having reviewed the organization and conduct of technical discussions 
in the light of the debates that took place at the Ninth World Health 
Assembly； 

Having noted the report of the Director-General on this subject；1 

Having considered, the experience obtained through technical disoussions 
held during the last six Health Assemblies； 

НЕСОММЕЖВ to the Tenth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
following resolutionî 

The Tenth World Health Assembly夕 

Having considered resolution EHL9.R62 of the Exeoutive Board on 

technical discussions at future World Health Assemblies； 

Having reviewed the experience in technical discussions at 
previous World Health Assemblies； 

DECIDES 

(1) that the objective of the technical discussions should be to 

provide an opportunity for an informal exchange of views and 

experience amongst the members of the Health Assembly, with the 

participation, as appropriate, of non~govemraental organizations 

in official relationship with WHO； 

(2) that the subject for discussion should be (a) of international 
interest, (b) of a general character suitable for group discussion by-
public -health administrators, and. (c) olearly defined; 

1 —‘“ 

Docuraent EB19/20 



0 ) that the selection of the subject should be made two years 
in advance by the Executive Board at its session immediately 
after the World Health Assembly; 

(4) that appropriate documentation should be prepared in advance 
by the Secretariat and should be distributed to Member States 
about one year in advance to allow discussions by specialized 
professional groups at the national level, which discussions 
could be used in the preparation and conduct of the technical 
discussions； 

(5) that the Executive Board at its meeting immediately after the 
World Health Assembly should appoint a general chairman to be 
nominated by the President of the Health Assembly which has just ended; 

(6) that group discussions should be encouraged^ without however the 

total time allotted exceeding the equivalent of two working days； and 

(7) that an account of the proceedings as well as the report of the 
technical discussions should be submitted by the general Chairman 
to a plenary meeting of the Health Assembly and published later. 

Dr CLABK supported the draft resolution, saying that it represented views expressed 

by a great many members of the Board at the preceding meetinga 

In reply to a question asked by Dr SIRI, the CHAIRMAN said that paragraph (5) 

of the draft resolution provided for the appointment of a general chairman to preside 

over the technical discussions twelve months before they were held》 whereas paragraph ⑶ 

provided for the selection of the subject of technical discussions at Health Assemblies 

two years before they were held; so there would be adequate time for those concerne^ 

to find a suitable person to act as the general chairman between the date on which the 

subject was chosen and the date indicated for the appointment of the general chairman. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted unanimously (see resolution 3Bl9#R62)^ 

The CHAIRMAN read out the draft resolution (issued as working paper EKL9/WP/15) 

on the technical discussions which it had been planned to hold at the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly: 
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The Executive Board, 

Considering that it íz possible that the Eleventh World Health Assembly 

will meet elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the Organization； 

Considering that any prolongation of the meetings of the Assembly in 

1958 should be avoided as regards both the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary 

and the regular session； 

Believing that discussions on the world health situation and on the 

report covering ten years of activity will enable important exchanges of view 

of technical points to take place； and 

Considering that in 1958 important discussions on health education^ 

which could usefully severe for the preparation of taetoioal discussions on 

the same subject еЛ the Assembly in the coming year, will take place 

elsewhere than at the Assembly, 

RECOMMENDS the Tenth World Health Assembly to adopt the following 

resolution: 

The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having noted resolutions EB18.R18 and EKL9_R63, 

DECIDES to postpone to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the 

technical discussions on health education of the public# 

Dr СЬАЖ supported the resolution, saying that he was in favour of postponing to 

the Twelfth World Health Assembly the technical discussions in question because of the 

special anniversary session, and beoaiise it would probably be very difficult for the 

Director-General to provide the necessary extensive services for technical discussions 

at a Health Assembly which would almost certainly be held away from Headquarters. 

Dr PURI said that at tho previous meeting he had spoken against postponing the 

technical discussions in question, but because of the difficulty just mentioned by 

Dr Clark, he was now in favour of adopting the draft resolution. 

Dr SIRI was also in favour of the draft resolution and for the same reason, but he 

was strongly in favour 0? the extremely important subject in Question^ namely^ "Health 

Education of the Public", being discussed at the Twelfth World Healldi Assembly, 



Decision： The draft resolution was adopted unanimously (see resolution 
EB19.R63). * 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to discuss the subject of the final item under 

section 7 of document ЕВ19/20Л пашЗу, the selection of a general chairman for the 

technical discussion at the Tenth World Health Assenfcly, 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-^îeneral, said that the Board was being asked finally 

to select the general chairman for the technical discussions at a tim much closer to 

the Health Assentoly than was usual; for in the past the general chairman for the 

technical discussions had usually been selected by correspondence in the autumn. 

He said that the President of the Health Assembly had nominated for this office 

Dr Metcalfe, Director-General of Health, Commonwealth of Australia, тйго had experience 

in public health and hospital organization in very diverse conditions and would have 

great authority in presiding over meetings. 

Dr PÜRI supported the nomination. 

Decision： The Board decided that Dr Ifetcalfe ¡should be the general chairman 
of the technical discussions at the tenth World Health Assembly, and adopted a 
resolution in that sense (see resolution EB19«R64.). * 

2 . ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON REGIONALIZE ION: Item 2.1 of the Agenda (Documents 

EB19/45 and Add,»l) (continued from the twentieth meeting, section 1) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution (issued as 

document EB19/WP/12) which the Rapporteurs had drafted Зп the light of the discussions 

at the previous meetings 
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The Executive Board； 

Having considered the progress report by the Director-General on the 

organizational study on regionalization,1 including the comments and 

observations of regional committees; and 

Considering that as part of the docmnentation being prepared for 

the tenth anniversary celebration as well as for the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly there will be a review of the development of the Organization during 

its first ten years vtoich i n e v i t a b l y will include the development of 

regional organizations as an integral part of "WHOj 

RECOMMENDS that the Tenth World Health Assembly adopt the following 

resolutions 

The Tenth World Health Assembly^ 

Having considered resolution EB19»R59 of the Executive Board 

at its nineteenth session together with the report of the Director-

General on the organizational study on regionalization including 

the comments arid observations of regional committees； and 

Concurring with the reasons given by the Executive Board 

at its nineteenth session; 

DECIDES that tíae study on regionalization, as requested by 

the Ninth World Health Assembly^2 be deferred until the vjhole matter 

can be reconsidered by the Executive Board after the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly in the light of the Ten ïears Report to be prepared 

as part of the tenth anniversary celebration». 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted unanimously (see resolution 

FUTURE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES: Item 2 of the Supplementary Agenda (Docmnent 

SB 19/44.) ( continued from the twentieth meeting， section 1) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution (issued 

as docuiœnt ЕВ19/Ш'/13)? drafted by the Rapporteurs in the light of the discussions 

at the previous meetings 

Document EB19./Í5 

2 Resolution ША9оЗО 
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The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Director-General relating to future 
organizational studies；1 、 

Considering that in the present stage of development of the Organization 
organizational studies are no longer immediately necessary; 

Believing therefore that the Assembly should suspend for some time the 
practice of making organizational studies； 

RECOMMENDS that the Tenth World Health Assembly adopt the following 
resolution! 

The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolution EB19.R60 of the nineteenth session of the 
Executive Board; 

Considering that in the present stage of development of the 
Crganization organizational studies are no longer inmediately 
necessary； 

DECIDES to suspend for some time the practice of making 
organizational studies. 

Dr SIRI doubted whether the words "in 

Organization organizational studies are no 

retained in the draft resolution. In his 

make organizational studies on one subject 

the present stage of development of the 

longer immediately necessary" should be 

opinion, there was a continuous need to 

or another in an organization as complex 

as WHO. It was wrong to state that WHO had reached a stage of development at which 

there was no longer any need for organizational studies, studies which had included, 

for example, the valuable study recently made on programme planning with particular 

reference to the integration of preventive and curative medicine in the public-health 

programme. If the Board agreed that the practice of raaJcing organizational 

studies should be suspended for some time because the Secretariat would, 

in the coming months, be engaged on more urgent work, such as assessing the 

work done by the Organization during its first ten years of existence and drafting 

1 Document EB3.9/44» reproduced rs ；jmox 21 to Off. Reov ¥lcl Hlth Org. 76 
• _ • “ •• i i « W < i l ' i » 1 • _ l i i “ _ i l >n • ш.тшт 
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reports thereon, it should specifically mention each of those more important 

activities as reasons for suspending the practice of making organizational 

studies; it should not state that such studies were no longer necessary® 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the previous meeting it had been suggested that 

such studies should be discontinued, for some tiine^ and a nuiriber of members had 

supported that suggestion^ That was why the Rapporteurs had drafted the text to 

read as it dido 

Dr SIRI agreed; but it had not been said at the previous meeting that the 

Organization had reached a stage of development at which organizational studies were 

no longer necessarya 

Dr PURI was opposed to adopting the draft resolution without changing the words 

to which Dr Siri had objoctedo Those words might give an impression of complacency^ 

which had not been the intention of the Board， It would doubtless be necessary to 

make further organizational studies later^ 

ïir of essor PARISOT also thought the words in question were too positive^ Soinofchin 

simpler was needed© It would^ he thought^ be sufficient to state that in view of tho 

present- position regarding the organizational studies (油ich would in effect be 

continued at the Eleventh World Health Assembly) the Board recommended to the 

Tenth World Health Asserribly that it suspend any new organizational studies for the 

time beings 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether Professor Parisot and Dr Siri would draft for 

consideration at the next ineeting a new resolution to take the place of the one at 

present under discussion。 



Dr SIRI thought it advisable that the resolution should refer to the 

opportunity that would be presented by the tenth anniversary session of amassing 

the material on which future organizational studies should be based. Indeed, that 

was the best reason that could be given for recommending the suspension of the 

organizational studies for the time being. 

Secondly, he considered that decisions on policy should be taken first and 

that the subjects of study should suggest themselves spontaneously from that policy. 

In that connexion he recalled his remarks at the twentieth meeting, stressing that 

one of the most important subjects of study should be the co-ordination of WHO1s 

work with all other efforts to improve the lot of mankind. 

He accordingly considered that the Rapporteurs should be asked to amend the 

draft resolution in the light of what had been saide 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL thought there was some confusion between the item on future 

organizational studies to be carried out by the Board and that on the organizational 

study on regionalization. The Board1s studies had their origin in a resolution of 

the Second World Health Assembly (WHA2，78), wherein the Board had been requested to 

examine the organizational structure from the standpoint of administrative efficiency 

and general policy« Subsequently, a list of specific subjects for study had been 

compiled and the matter had come up again for consideration the previous year when he 

had reported that the list was practically exhausted,, He did not think that the heavy 

work that the preparation for the celebration of the tenth anniversary at the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly in 1958 would entail need really be considered in connexion with 

the question of future organizational studies : if it were decided to continue such 

studies, preparation would not need to begin until 1959 at the earliest. 
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Dr SIRI thanked the Director-General for the information he had given. Wiat 

he was concerned about was whether the Board could make a.categorical statement of 

the kind contained in the preamble to the draft resolution» Since the list of 

subjects for study was almost exhausted, perhaps the Board should give thou^t to 

drawing up a further list. That was a matter it would have to take up in the future, 

if not at the present session, since those studies in his opinion were indispensable 

to the systematic development of the Organization^ Accordingly, in addition to hi3 

proposal for amendnent to the draft resolution,he would suggest that steps be taken 

to place the requisite information before the Board at a session subsequent to the 

Eleventh World Health Assenbly, to enable it to draw up suoh a list for future 

study» 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he understood aright, Dr Sxri was asking for the 

discussion on the substance of the question to be reopened* He would therefore 

draw the Board's attention to the statement in the Director-Generalîs report 

(document ЕВ19/4Л, paragraph 2»4) to the effect that the Board mi^it wish to consider 

whether, at the present stage of development of Ш 0 , it felt it advisable to continue 

the practice of making organizational studies or whether that practice should be 

discontinued for a period. 

Dr RAE understood that the matter had been fully discussed at the twentieth 

mseting. He therefore formally proposed the adoption of the draft resolution prepared 

by the Rapporteurs, 

Dr MOORE seconded that proposal* 



Dr PURI was unable to support the proposal* In his view, the draft resolution 

undoubtedly needed amendments Perhaps the choice of the phrase "should suspend11 

was not entire]^- happy4 .Some such "wording as "should not be pursued further for the 

time being" might bo substitutéd. 

The Direct or-General had explained that the anniversary session had no direct 

bearing on the subject under discussion^ Nevertheless, he believed there vas an 

indirect connexion between the tvjc in the sense that review of the Organization's 
4 

past achievements would lead to discussion of policy for its future development. He 

would therefore favour the Chairman's suggestion that Professor Parisot and Dr Siri 一 

should collaborate with the Rapporteurs in amending the draft resolution in that sense» 

The СЮШШ/Ш observed that the question of principle would first have to be 
* 

decided before taking up the wording of the draft resolution. The point at issue 

was \diether the Board should maintain the recommendation set out in the draft resolution, 

with a minor drafting change in the preamble, or whether it should recommend continua-

tion of the organizational studies* 

Dr SIRI thought it might meet all views if the draft resolution were in the 

sense of repcmmending an interruption of the studies between now and the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly, on the understanding that they should be resumed thereafter in 

the li^it of the guidance on policy that was expected to come out of the anniversary 

session* 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the resolution just adopted by the Board on the 

organizational study on régionalisation， where the Board recommended that that 

study should be deferred until the whole matter could be reconsidered by the 
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Executive Board after the Eleventh World Health Assembly in the light of the ten 

years1 report to be prepared as part of the tenth anniversary celebration. Uadeiv 

lying the Board's decision in that case was the idea that it would thus have an 

importunity to consider, subsequent to the Eleventh World Health Assembly, whether 

the study on regionalization should be regarded as complete or whether it should be 

pursued in 1959. 

The point of principle now being discussed was whether the Board's or^aniaational 

studies should in general be continued after the Eleventh World Health Assembly or 

suspended for the time being. 

Dr siRI fait it was important to conciliate the views expressed, since he was 

sure all members of the Board were agreed that it was inappropriate for the Organization 

to suspend the organizational studies. ïhat was why he had proposed that the draft 

resolution should be brought into line with that adopted on the organizational study 

ш regionalization, with the proviso that work would automatical^ continue on 

organizational studies after the anniversaiy session» 

Dr CIARK suggested as a compromise that the paragraph of the preamble to which 

Dr Siri took exception should be reworded as follows Î "Considering that- organizational 

studies may well be deferred". That change raidit meet Dr Siri's point. For his 

own part, he was quite ready to support Dr Rae«s proposal that the draft resolution 

be adopted as it stood» 

Dr SIRI thanked Dr Clark for his suggested compromise but asked if he would 

consider adding at the end the words: "until after the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly"» He was concerned that the wording should not imply indefinite deferment. 
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The CHAIRMN pointed out that deferment should be to a later stage j obviously 

the Board would have the chance to reconsider the matter as and when it deemed 

advisable. That ш в his understanding of Dr Clark's suggestion. The organisational 

study ш regionalization would be, continued after the Eleventh World Health Assenü>2y» 

Dr SIRI said his proposal via s general: it related to any organizational study 

apart from tha study on regionalization. 

* 

Professor PARISOT thought it sufficient to say "defer to a later date". In 

his opinion, it was essential to establish a much firmer and clearer idea of what 

was meant by organizational studies. The studies carried out by the Board in the 
< 

past had not been of great value, He was not speaking in any spirit of critic!ean 

but because he believed the subjects studied were not appropriate to the Board's 

function. The Board ought to study matters of policy governing the Organization's 

work. Nevertheless, the collected studies alreac^r carried out would provide a source 
é 

from which a number of subjects might be chosen. He stressed the need for a sensible 
t 

approach to organizational studies. There should be no question of haste. And 

he would again say that it was for the Board to cariy out those studies, with the 

help of the Secretariat, 

Mr SA.ITA, alternate to Dr Azuma, suggested that the Rapporteurs, in collaboration 

with Professor Parisot and Dr Siri) should try to draft an amended resolution for the 
* 

Board's consideration at its next meeting» 
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Professor PARISOT felt that that would be somewhat difficult since he and 

Dr Siri held different views on the matter, Dr Siri wanted the Board to be asked to 

select subjects for organizational studies, whereas it was his view that the question 

of orgafcizational studies was not yet mature and. that a new start on a rational basis 

should be made. 

Dr SIRI said he was not asking the Board to draw up a list of subjects for study 

at ttie present time. That was a side issue. His real concern was that the Board 

should not rule out indefinitely the possibility of carrying out organizational studies. 

The CHAIEMâN suggested that the Board might entrust the Rapporteurs with the task 

of amending the draft resolution in the light of the discussion, with a view to getting 

agreement on the item. The new draft would be submitted at its following meeting. 

It was so agreed (see minutes of tha tvror.ty-second meeting, section l ) . 

4 . METHOD OF APPOINTING REGIONAL DIRECTORS (PROPOSAL MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
‘ 丽 ZEALAND) : Item 1 of the Supplementary Agenda (continued from "ttio twentieth 

rosetine^ section 2) 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the draft resolution prepared by the Rapporteurs, 

reading as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Havinp considered the communication from the Government of New Zealand 

relating to the method of appointing regional directors； 

Considering that ^ i l e the practice heretofore followed has been 

satisfactory it‘would be useful to study the method and procedures relating 

to this, due accoimt being taken of the relevant provisions of the С о list ion, 

1 , EECIDES that this item be placed on the agenda of the Executive Board at 

its twentieth session； 
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2. SUGGESTS that the Director-General invite, ‘ under Rule 3 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Executive Board, the Government of New Zealand to be present at 

that time,to explain further its proposal; and 

3. DECIDES that after a further study has been carried out this proposal 

should be considered again by the Executive Board at its tweat-y-first session^, 

taking into account any comments which should be invitad from regional committees. 

Dr EL-CHATTI felt that the operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, in so 

far as' it referred to comments cf the regional committees, needed to be clarified. 

He therefore proposed that an additional operative paragraph should be inserted after 

paragraph 2, requesting the Director-General to invite the regional committees to 

express their views on the New Zealand Government‘s proposal. As a consequence, 

operative paragraph 3 would be renumbered, the word "such" substituted for the word 

"any", in the third line, and the final clause: , . which should be invited from 

regional committees" deleted. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that it was already implicit in the draft resolution that the 

regional committees would be asked to submit their views on the matter. The form of 

the resolution had been governed by the question of timing. The Board desired to 

have amplification of the New Zealand Goverrment's proposal at its twentieth session, 

whereas it could not receive the comments of the regional committees on that proposal 

before its twenty-first session. In the interval between the two, the Director-General 

would be able to submit full details of the proposal to the regional committees. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL made it plain that he had no objection to the proposed change 

in the draft resolution, but pointed out that, if the Board were to deside at its 

twentieth session not to pursue further the New Zealand Government's proposal, there 

would be no need to consult the regional committees. 
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Dr EL-CHATTI said that what he was anxious to ensure was that, if the question 

was to be re-examined, the regional committees would be consulted. 

The CHAIRMAN assured Dr El-Chatti that that was the intention of the draft 

resolution. 

Dr PURI remarked that, if the draft resolution were to be amended to take account 

c f the Director-General's remarks, Dr El-Chatti丨s amendment might as well be included 

too. ,:if that were not necessary^ the draft résolution^ as it stood, had his full 

support. 

Mr SAITA recalled that, in the discussion at the twentieth meeting, the Board 

had recognized the advisabiUty of referrring the New Zealand Government's proposal 

to the regional committees at the first opporCanity. As the Ïirector-General had 

pointed out, however, an adverse decision on the proposal by the Board would eliminate 

any such need. On that understanding, thersfore, ha saw no necessity for change in 

the text of the draft resolution. 

Dr EL-CHATTI accepted the explanations giren and withdrew his proposed 

amendment • 

Decision: The Board unanimously adopted tiie draft resolution (sas г о solution 

Ж С 9 Ж ) , 

The meetinr rose at 4.10 p.m. 
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1, TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT FUTURE HEALTH ASSEi-IBLIES: Item 5.3 of the Agenda 

' (Documenta ЕБ19/20, SB19/WP/15 and EB19/WP/16 (continued) 

Dr Ш Ш , Aa s is tant Director - General, Department of Advisory Services, said 

that the discussion at the previous meeting had provided the Director-General and 

his staff with valuable guidance regarding preparations for technical discussions 

at future Health Assemblies, 

After the comente wfeicb had been made on the publieatiiMa of Ш© reports oí 

the technical discussions, he thought he should explain that in the ipast those 

reports have been published in full in the Ш0 Chronicle; they had had a fairly 

wide distribution. The Secretariat had distributed 335Ü copies of the report on 

the technical discussions at the Ninth World Health Assembly^ of those copies 

2000 had been in Eiglish, 950 in French and 400 in Spanish. 

With reference to the suggestion to the effect that fuller records should be 

kept of the technical discussions, he explained that it had in the past been 

physically impossible for the existing staff of the ürgaaization to keep and issue 

full minutes of tíiose discussions； at the Ninth World Health Assembly those taking 

part in the discussions had been divided into nine separate groups which had met 

concurrently. Moreover he doubted, whether the nature of the technical discussions 

was suited to recording them in the form of minutes‘ in the past it had been 

generally agreed that it was sufficient to keep a record only of the conclusions 

reached and of the main points leading up to the conclusions. The cost of keeping 

a full record of all the technical discussions at Health Assemblies would be very 

high. 



Regarding the ccimaents that had been made on the subject of the relationship 

between the technical discussions at Health Assemblies and the discussions of the 

regional committees， he recalled that the subject had been discussed t̂ r the Board 

on several occasions in. the past. At its eleventh session the Board had agreed 

that for the tiiae being it wan preferable that the 日ubjeptg:sel。ftte<i for technical* 

discussions at Health Assemblies should not be discussed in the regional committees 

before they were discussed at the Health Assembly (resolution EB11,E67)« At its 

fourteenth session the Board had requested the Director-General to study the question 

of whether the subject of technical discussions at Health Assemblies should be 

discussed at regional meetings (resolution ЕБ14.Й19). The Director-General had 

submitted a report on that question for consideration at the fifteenth session of 

the Board. He had indicated in that report that at least three regional committees 

did not think that they should be required to study the subjects of technical 

discussions at tho Health Assembly. It had been felt that topics for discussion 

at World Health Assemblies were not always suitable for regional discussions• At 

its fifteenth session the Board had noted that section of the document but had not 

taken any other action on it . 

He thought he should also recall that the Director-General had in the past 

suggested that governments might sponsor discussions at the national level on 

matters which were later to be the subject of technical discussions at World He&lth 

Assemblies, He had made such a suggestion in particular regarding the technical 

discussions at the Ninth and Tenth World Health Assemblies, 



The CHAIRMAN drew attention to two draft resolutions, one on technical 

discussions at future Health Assemblies in general, and another on the 

specific question of the technical discussions which it had been planned to hold 

during the Eleventh World Health Assembly. He believed those two draft resolutions 

summed up the consensus of opinion on the item at the preceding meeting. He 

invited comments on the general draft resolution (issued as document EB19/WP/16> 

vdiich read as follows: 

eThe Executive Board, 

Having reviewed the organization and conduct of technical discussions 

in the light of the debates that took place at the Ninth World Health 

Assembly； 

Having noted the report of the Director-General on this ^subject;1 

Having considered the experience obtained through technical dlsoussions 
held during the last six Heaitja Assemblies； 

ШСОМШШЗ to the Tenth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 

following resolutionî 

Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered resolution ЕВ19.Л62 of the Executive Board ш 

technical discussions at future World Health Assemblies； 

Having reviewed the experience in technical discussions at 

previous World Health Assemblies； 

DECIDES 

(1) that the objective of the technical discussions should be to 

provide an opportunity for an informal exchange of views and 

experience amongst the members of the Health Assembly, with the 

participation, as appropriate, of non-governmental organizations 

in official relationship with WHO; 

(2) that the subject for discussion should be (a) of intemational 

interest, (b) of a general character suitable for group discussion by 

public-health administrators, and (c) clearly defined; 

1 Document EE19/20 



(3) that the selection of the subject should be made two years 

in advance by the Executive Board at its session iramediately 

after the World Health Assembly； 

(4) that appropriate documentation should be prepared in advance 

by the Secretariat and should be distributed to Member States 

about one year in advance to allow disoussions by specialized 

professional groups at the national levoi, whioh discussions 

could be used in the preparation and conduct of the technical 

discussions； 

(5) that the Executive Board at its meeting immediately after the 

World Health Assembly should appoint a general ohairman to be 

nominated by the President of the Health Assembly which has Just ended; 

(6) that group discussions should be encouraged, without however the 

total time allotted exceeding the equivalent of two working days； and 

(7) that an account of the proceedings as well as the report of the 

technical discussions should be submitted by the general Chairman 

to a plenary meeting of the Health Assembly and published later#
1H 

Dr CLARK supported the draft resolution, saying that it represented views expressed 

by a great many members of the Board at the preceding meeting• 

In reply to a question asked by Dr SIHI, the CHAIRMAN said that paragraph (5) 

of the draft resolution provided for the appointment of a general chairman to preside 

over the technical discussions twelve months before th^y were held, whereas paragraph (5 

provided for the selection of the subject of technical disoussions at Health Assemblies 

two years before they were held; so there would be adequate time for those concerned 

to find a suitable person to act as the general chairman between the date on which the 

subject was chosen and the date indicated for the appointment of the general chairman• 

Deoisioni The draft resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN read out the draft resolution (issued as working paper EB19/VIP/15) 

on the technical discussions vfliich it had b^en planned to hold at the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly： 



ttThe Executive Board, 

Considering that it is possible that the Eleventh World Health Assembly 

vrill meet elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the Organization； 

Considering that any prolongation of the meetings of the Assembly in 

1958 should be avoided as regards both the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary 

and the regular session； 

Believing that discussions on the world health situation and on the 

report covering ten years of activity will enable important exchanges of view 

of technical points to take place； and 

Considering that in 1958 important discussions on health education, 

他ioh could usefully serve for the preparation, of t«ehnioal discussions on 

the same subject at the Assembly in the coming year, will take place 

elsewhere than at the Assembly, 

RECOMMENDS the Tenth World Health Assembly to adopt the following 

resolution: 

'The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having noted resolutions EKL8.RI8 and EB19,R63, 

DECIDES to postpone to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the 
technical discussions on health education of the public. 

Dr CLARK supported the resolution, saying that he was in favour of postponing to 

the Twelfth World Health Assembly the technical discussions in question because of the 

special anniversaiy session, and because, it would probably be very difficult fol* the 

Director-General to provide the necessary extensive services for technical disoussions 

at a Health Assembly which would almost certainly be held away from Headquarters. 

Dr PURI said that at the previous meeting he had spoken against postponing the 

technical discussions in question, but because of the difficulty just mentioned by 

Dr Clark, he was now in favour of adopting the draft resolution. 

Dr SIRI was also in favour of the draft resolution and for the same reason, but he 

was strongly in favour of the extremely important subject in question, namely, "Health 

Education of the Public", being discussed at the Twelfth World Health Assembly. 



Decision: The draft resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to discuss the subject of the final item under 

section 7 of document EB19/20, namely, the selection of a general chairman for the 

teohnical discussion at the Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, said that the Board was being asked finally 

to select the general ohairraan for the technical discussions at a time muoh closer to 
ч 

the Health Assembly than was usual； for in the past the general chairman for the 

technical discussions had usually been selected by correspondence in the autumn. 

He saM that the President of the Health Assembly had nominated for this office, 

D r Metcalfe, Director-General of Health, Commonwealth of Australia, who had experience 

in public health and hospital organization in very diverse conditions and would have 

great authority in presiding over meetings » 

Dr РЦЖ supported the nomination. 

Decision: The Board decided that Dr Metcalfe should be the general chairman 
of the technical discussions at the tenth World Health Assembly, and adopted a 
resolution in that sense. ‘ 

ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON HSGIONALIZATION: Item 2.1 of the Agenda (Documents EB1QA5 

and ЕВ19Л5 Add.l and EB19/VP/12) (resumed from the preceding meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution (issued as 

document EB19AP/12) which the Rapporteurs had drafted in the light of the discussions 

at the previous meeting: 
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"The Executive Board, 

Having considered the progress report by the Director-General on the 
organizational study on regionalization,1 including the comments and 
observations of regional committees； and 

Considering that as part of the documentation being prepared for 
the tenth anniversary celebration as well as for the Eleventh World Health 
Assembly there will be a review of the development of the Organization during 
its first ten years vfeich inevitably will include the development of ‘ 

regional organizations as an integral part of WHO; 

RECOMMENDS that the Tenth World Health Assembly adopt the following 
resolution: 

lThe Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered resolution EB19.H59 of the Executive Board 
at its nineteenth session together with the report of the Dlrector-
Oeneral on the organizational study on regionalization including 
the comments and observations of regional committees； and “ 

Concurring with the reasons givçn by the Executive Board 
at its nineteenth session) 

DECIDES that the study on regionalization, as requested by 
the Ninth World Health A s s e m b l y， 2 be deferred until the whole matter 
can be reconsidered by the Executive Board after the Eleventh World 
Health Assembly in the light of the Ten Years Report to be prepared 
as part of the tenth anniversary celebration. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted unanimously. 

PUTUHE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES; Item 2 of the Supplementary Agenda (Document EB19/44 
(resumed from the preceding meeting) 1 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution (issued as 

document EB19/WP/1^ drafted by the Rapporteurs in the light of the discussions at 

the previous meeting: 

1 
Document EB19/45 

Resolution WHA9.30 



"The Exeoutive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Director-General relating to future 
organizational studies;1 

Considering that in the present stage of development of the Organization 
organizational studies are no longer immediately necessary* 

Believing therefore that the Assembly should suspend for some time the 
practice of making organizational studies； 

RECOMMENDS that the Tenth World Health Assembly adopt the following 
resolution: 

'The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolution EB19.R60 of the nineteenth session of the 
Executive Board; 

Considering that in the present stage of development of the 
Organization organizational studies are no longer iimiecliately 
necessary; 

DECIDES to suspend for some time the practice of making 
• organizational studies,1H 

Dr SIRI doubted whether the words "in 

Ojiganization organizational studies are no 

retained in the draft resolution. In his 

make organizational studies on one subject 

the present stage of development of the 

longer iiranediately necessary" should be 

opinion, there was a continuous need to 

or another in an organization as complex 

as WHQ. It was wrong to state that WHO had reached a stage of development at which 

there was no longer any need for organizational studies, studies which had included, 

ior example, the valuable study recently made on programme planning with particular 

reference to the integration of preventive and curative medicine in the public-health 

programme. If the Board agreed that the practice of maJsing organizational 

studies should be suspended for some time because the Secretariat would, 

in the coming months, be engaged on more urgent work, such as assessing the 

work done by the Organization during its first ten years of existence and drafting 

1 Document EB19/44 



reports thereon, it should specifically mention each of those more important 

activities as reasons for suspending the practice of making organizational 

studies； it should not state that such studies were no longer necessary# 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the previous meeting it had been suggested that 

such studies should be discontinued for some time, and a number of members had 

supported that suggestion. ®iat was why the Rapporteurs had drafted the text to 

read as it did. 

Dr SIRI agreed; but it had not been said at the previous meeting that the 

Organization had reached a stage of development at which organizational studies were 

no longer necessary. 

Dr PURI was opposed to adopting the draft resolution without changing the words 

to which Dr Siri had objected. Those words might give an impression of complacency, 

which had not been the intention of the Board• It would doubtless be necessary to 

make further organizational studies latert 

Professor PARISOT also thought the words in question were too positive. Something 

simpler was needed. It would, he thought, be sufficient to state that in view of the 

present position regarding the organizational studies (which would in effect be 

continued at the Eleventh World Health Assembly) the Board recommended to the 

Tenth World Health Assembly that it suspend any new organizational studies for the 

time beings 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether Professor Parisot would draft for consideration at 

the next meeting a new resolution to take the place of the one at present under 

discussion• 



Dr SIIII thought it advisable that the resolution should refer to the 

opportunity that would be presented by the tenth anniversary session of amassing the 

material on which future organizational studies should be based. Indeed, that was 

the best reason that could be given for recommending the suspension of the 

organizational studies for the time being. 

Secondly, he agreed with Professor Parisot that decisions on policy should be 

taken first and that the subjects of study should suggest themselves 

from that policy. In that connexion he recalled his remarks at the 

stressing that one of the most important subjects of study should be 

of WHOfs work with all other efforts to improve the lot of mankinds 

He accordingly considered that the Rapporteurs should be asked 

draft resolution in the light of î hat had been said. 

The DIRECTOR-GEInERAL thought there was some confusion between the item on future 

organizational studies to be carried out by the Board and that on the organizational 

study on regionalization. The Board1s studies had their origin in a resolution of 

the Second World Health Assembly (^JHA2v78)i, wherein the Board had been requested to 

examine the organizational structure from the standpoint of administrative efficiency 

and general policy. Subsequently^ a list of specific subjects for study had been 

compiled and the matter had come up again for consideration the previous year when he 

had reported that the list was practically exhausted. He did not think that the heayjr 

work that the preparation for the celebration of the tenth anniversary at the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly in 1958 would entail need really be considered in connexion with 

the question of future organizational studies: if it were decided to continue such 

studies, preparation would not need to begin until 1959 at the earliest. 

spontaneously 

twentieth meeting， 

the co-ordination 

to amend the 



Dr SIHI thanked the Director-General for the information he had given, What 

he was concerned about was whether the Board could make a categorical statement of 

the kind contained in the preamble to the draft resolution. Since the list of 

subjects for study was almost exhausted, perhaps the Board should give thought to 

drawing up a further list. That was a matter it would have to take up in the future, 

if not at the present session, since those studies in his opinion were indispensable 

to the systematic development of the Organization. Accordingly, in addition to his 

proposal for amendment to the draft resolution, he would suggest that steps be 

taken to place the requisite information before the Board at a session subsequent 

to the Eleventh World Health Assembly, to enable it to draw up such a list for 

future study. 

The СШШШШ said that, if he understood aright, Dr Siri was asking for the 

discussion on the substance of the question to Ъе reopened. He would therefore 

draw the Board's attention to the statement in the Director-General»s report 

(document ЕБ19/44, paragraph 2.4) to the effect that the Board might wish to consider 

whether, at the present stage of development of WHO, it felt it advisable to continue 

the practice of making organizational studies or whether that practice should be 

discontinued for a period. 

ür RAE, alternate to Sir John Charles, understood that the matter had been 

fully discussed at the twentieth meeting. He therefore formally proposed the 

adoption of the draft resolution prepared by the Rapporteurs. 

Dr MOORE seconded, that proposal. 



Dr PURI was unable to support the proposal. In his view, the draft resolution 

undoubtedly needed amendment. Perhaps the choice of the phrase "should suspend" 

was not entirely happy* Some such wording as "should not be pursued further for the 

time being" ntg&t be substit"itéde 

The Director-General had explained that the anniversary session had no direct 

bearing on the subject under diseussions Nevertheless^ he believed there was an 

indirect connexion between the two in the sense that review of the Organization^ 

past achievements would lead to discussion of policy for its future development. He 

would therefore favour the Chairmanfs suggestion that Professor Parisot and Dr Siri 

should collaborate with the Rapporteurs in amending the draft resolution in that sense,. 

The CHAIRJM observed that the question of principle would iirst have to be 
* 

decided before taking up the wording of the draft resolution. The point at issue 

•was whether the Board should maintain the recommendation set out in the draft resolution 

with a minor drafting change in the preamble; or whether it should recommend, continua-

tion of the organizational studies» 

Dr SIRI thought it might meet all views if the draft resolution 划ere in the 

sense of recommending an interruption of the studies between now and the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly, on the understanding that they should be resumed thereafter in 

the light of the guidance on policy that was expected to come out of the anniversar/ 
1 

session^ 

The CHAIR 1Ш drew attention to the resolution just adopted by the Board on the 

organizational study on régionalisation, where the Board recommended that that 

study should be deferred until the whole matter could be reconsidered by the 



Executive Board after the Eleventh World Health Assembly in the light of the ten 

y e a r s t report to be prepared as part of the tenth anniversaiy celebration. Undei-

lying the Board's decision in that case -tos the idea that it would thus have an 

qjportunity to consider, subsequent to the Eleventh World Health Assembly, whether 

the study on regionalization should be regarded as complete or whether it should be 
* 

pursued in 1959. 

T he point of principle now being discussed was whether the Board's organizational 

studies should in general be continued after the Eleventh World Health Assembly or 

suspended for the time being, 

Dr SIRI felt it was important to conciliate the views expressed, since he was 

sure all members of the Board were agreed that it was inappropriate for the Organization 

to suspend the organizational studies。 That was why he had proposed that the draft 

resolution should be brought into line with that adopted on the organizational study 

on regionalization, with the proviso that work would automatically continue on 

organizational studies after the anniversary session., 

Dr CIARK suggested as a compromise that the paragraph of the preamble to which 

Dr Siri took exception should be reworded as follows5 "Considering that organisational 

studies may well be deferred". That change might meet Dr Siri's point. For his 

owl part, he was quite ready to support Dr Raets proposal that the draft resolution 

be adopted as it stood» 

Dr SIRI thanked Dr Clark for his suggested compromise but asked if he would 

consider adding at the end the words: "until after the Eleventh World Health • 

Assemb^r". He was concerned that the wording should not imply indefinite deferment. 



The CHAIRMAN pointed out that deferment should be to a later stage； obviously 

the Board would have the chance to reconsider the matter as and when it deemed 

advisable: That Was his understanding of Dr Clark's suggestion. The organisational 

s t u d y on regionalization 職 I d be continued after the Eleventh World Health Assembly. 

D r SIRI said his proposal ^ s general: it related to any organisational study 

apart from the study on regionalization„ 

p r o f e s sor PARISOT thought it sufficient to say "defer to a later date". In 

h i s opinion, it ш з essential to establish a much firmer and clearer idea of What> 

w a s meant by organizational studies. The studies carried out by the Board 1л the 
/ 

p a s t had not been of great valuee He ш з not speaking in any spirit of criticiaa 

b u t because he believed the subjects studied 而 not appropriate to the Board's 

function^ The Board ought to study matters of policy governing the Organization's 

w o r k； Nevertheless, the collected studies alreac^r carried out ^ould provide a sourc-

from which a nunber of subjects might be chosen. He stressed the need for a sensible 

approach to organizational studies. There should be no question of haste, And 

he would again say that it ш з for the Board to carry out those studies, with the 

help of the Secretariat, 

Mr SAITA, alternate to Dr Azuma, suggested that the Rapporteurs, in collaboratif 

w i t h Professor Parisot and Dr Siri, should try to draft an amended resolution for the 
« 

Board's consideration at its next meeting» 
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Professor PARISOT felt that that would be somewhat difficult since he and 

Dr Sirl held different views on the matter. Br Siri wanted the Board to be asked to 

select sublets for organizational studies, whereas it was his view that the question 

o f orgahiaational studies was not yet mature and that a new start on a rational basis 

should be made. 

Dr SIRI said he was not asking the Board to draw up a list of subjects for study 

at the preserrfc time. That was a side issue. His real concern was that the Board 

should not rule out indefinitely the possibility of carrying out organizational studies. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board might entrust the Rapporteurs with the task 

o f end ing the draft resolution in the light of the discussion, with a view to getting 

egraement on the item. The new draft wotüd be submitted at its following meeting. 

It was so agreed. 

4' METHOD OF APPOINTING REGIONAL DIRECTORS (PROPOSAL MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 

NEW ZEALAND): Item 1 of the Supplementary Agenda (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the draft resolution prepared by the Rapporteurs, 

reading as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the communication from the Government of New Zealand 

relating to the method of appointing regional directors； 

Considering that while the practice heretofore followed has been 
eatiefactorv it would be useful to study the method and procedures relating 
t f t h i s r ^ e account being taken of the relevant provisions of the Ccnstitutxon, 

1, IECIDES that this item be placed on the agenda of the Executive Board at 

ita twentieth sessionj 



2. SUGGESTS that the Director-Generar invite， under Rule 3 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Executive Board, the Government of New Zealand to be present at 

that time to explain further its proposal; and 

3. DECIDES that after a further study has been carried out this proposal 

should be considered again by the Executive Board at its twenty-first session》 

taking into account any comments which should, be invited by regional committees • 

Dr EL-QîATTI felt that the operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution^ in so 

far as it referred to coinments of the regional committees^ needed to be clarified. 

He therefore proposed that an additional operative paragraph should be inserted after 

paragraph 2 } requesting the Directоr-General to invite the regional committees to 

express their views on the New Zealand Government‘s proposal. As a consequence， 

operative paragraph 3 would be renumbered, the word "such" substituted for the word 

"any", in the third line, and the final clause s • , which should be invited from 

regional committees" deleted. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that it was already implicit in the draft resolution that the 

regional committees would be asked to submit their views on the matter. The form of 

the resolution had been governed by the question of timing. The Board desired to 

have amplification of the New Zealand Government1s proposal at its twentieth session, 

whereas it could not receive the comments of the regional comittees on that proposal 

before its twenty-first session. In the interval between the two, the Director-General 

would be able to submit full details of the proposal to the regional committees. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL made it plain that he had no objection to the proposed change 

in the draft resolution, but pointed out that, if the Board were to decide at its 

twerrbieth session not to pursue further the New Zealand Government•s proposal, there 

would be no need to consult the regional committees. 



Dr EL-CHâTTI said that what he was anxious to ensure was that, if the question 

was to be re-examined, the regional committees would be consulted. 

The CHAIRMA.N assured Dr El-Chatti that that was the intention of the draft 

resolution. 

Dr PURI remarked that, if the draft resolution were to be amended to take account 

of the Director-General's remarks, Dr El-Chatti's amendment migjit as well be included 

too. Ilf that were not necessary, the draft resolution, as it stood, had his full 

support.. 

Mr SAITA recalled that, in the discussion at the twentieth meeting, the Board 

had recognized the advisability of referring the New Zealand Government's proposal 

to the regional committees at the first opportunity. As the Director-General had 

pointed out, however, an adverse decision on the proposal by the Board would eliminate 

any such need. On that understanding, therefore, h# saw no necessity for change in 

the text of the draft resolution. 

Dr ЕЪ—CHATTI accepted the explanations given and withdrew his proposed 

amendment. 

Decision： The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution. 

The meeting rose at 4.10 p.m. 


