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1. Summary of Events 

1.1 When the Government of the Republic of the Philippines proposed that the 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific Ъе permanently situated in Manila, it 
assured the World Health Organization that suitable office accommodation would be 
provided at the expense of the Government• The building furnished by the 
Government provided sufficient space for the first years of the existence of the 
Office, but, as activities in the Region expanded, the space gradually became 
inadequate. 

1.2 In August the Director-General instructed the Regional Director to 
develop plans for more adequate office accommodation and to discuss with the 
Government of the Philippines possible arrangements for the erection of a building 
in Manila. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, composed of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the executive heads of the Specialized 
Agencies, had requested WHO to act on behalf of the United Nations and the other 
specialized agencies in order to obtain suitable accommodation for staff of all 
agencies located in Manila. 

v. 
1,5 Negotiations were therefore opened with the Host Government in regard to 
accommodation which would not only house the WHO Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific but would also provide accommodation for staff of the United Nations and the 
other specialized agencies stationed in Manila. The general requirements of the 
proposal presented were as follows : 

(a) A gift of unencumbered land to WHO by the Government; 

(b) An outright gift of about %fjo of the cost of the building and 
fixtures； 

(с) The remaining 50^ of the building costs to be financed by an 
interest-free loan granted by the Government; to be repaid by WHO 
over thirty yearsj 



(d) Tho title to tîiG land :，.：.л the building to be in the name of WHO； 
with the Organisation maintaining and servicing the building� 

1 �  ̂ The Philippine Government in their reply in January 1955 stated that no 
decision could be taken for the moment in view of the financial commitments 
involved,, The proposal would，however； be considered further» 

1„5 Subsequent to the Eighth World Health Assembly； the Director-General again 
approached the Killippine Government with a view to reaching a definite decision. 
In July 1955，the Government informed the Organization of its decision to donate a 
five he с tare tract of land in Quezon City, the future capital of the Philippines. 
However； as accsptance of this offer would have entailed the moving of the Regional 省 

Office to another city, providing accommodation which would be very isolated from 
other activities for possibly as long as six to ten years" was-not considered to 
represent с fully satisfactory solution» 

lc6 The offer of the Goverrjaent was presented to the Regional Committee of the 
Western Pacific ab ita sixth session in September 1955» The Committee adopted 
the following resolution: 

"The Regional Committee， 

HaTing etudied the report of the Regional Director (WP/fec6/l8) on 
office ас с omnodat i on. s 

Appreciating the action which has been taken by the Philippine 
Government to provide a neY office for the Regional Officej 

Rcccgnizing the operational difficulties of having the office 讀 
from Manilas 
Hoalizing that the need, for better accommodation is of great 

urgcncyг 
Zxpressos the hope that a suitable site wlXl be provided 

centrail.yj 
and 

REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue negotiations with the 
Host Government and to keap the Member States informed of the progress 
made"« 

1.7 In accordance -wVch the request of the Regional Committee) negotiations were 
continued with the Host Government during 1955 and 1956, As a result of these 
negotiations, the Regional Director was informed that the Government of the 
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Philippines on 30 August 195б had taken the following decisions: 

The Philippine Government to protide for the site of the 
И Ю building in Manila. Chosen Ъу the Cabinet for this purpose 
(unencmnbered land) is the area at the corner of Isaac Peral 
and Taft Avenue, Eriaita, Manila; formerly belonging to the 
University of the Philippines. 

2, The Hiilippine Ooverrment to contribute as outright 
donation f 5OO 000 f w the construction of said building and 
for fixtures, provided that the WHO shall contribut© a like 
amount in dollars, so as to raise the amount to a tcffcal of 
f 1 milllaa, 
3. The HiilippittQ Government to transfer title to the site 
(as indicated in Ко. 1 above) to tbe WHO for this particular 
purpose subject to the condition that said lot and the building 
and fixtures, as veil as all otiier improvements there on, shall 
not be encimibered by tlxe Ш 0 in any form or raaimer, and shall 
upon the dissolution of the WHO or the termination of its 
activities, revert to the Philippine Govemment" 

1#3 These decisions were reported to the seventh session of the Regional Conanittee, 
which adopted the following resolution:1 

"The Regional Committee, 
Having considered the proposal of the Government of the Philippines 

for providing accoirnnodation for the festern Pacific,Regional Office as 
reported Ъу the Regional Director (Document WP/eCT/6), 
1. EXPRESSES to the Government of the Philippines Its appreciation 
for this ger.arous offerj and 
2. BEQUESTS the Regional Director to ask the Director-General to 
report the proposal to the Executive Board at its nineteenth session 
and to the Tenth. World Health. Assembly, in order that the final 
decision on the proposal иау be taken." 

Document EB19/59 



2. Conditions of the Government1s .Offer 

2.1 While the Director-General is appreciative of the offer made by the Government 
of the Philippines^ he considers that the proviso in paragraph 2 of the Government's 
decision, "which would require the contribution Ъу Ш 0 to Ъе made in dollars, and the 
conditions enunciated in paragraph 5， concerning the disposition of the lot, building 
and fixtures, raise a number of policy matters -which warrant consideration by the 
Board. It is hoped that these conditions vill be removed as a result of further 
negotiations with the Government of the Philippines. While every effort vill be 
made to complete such negotiations before the Tenth World Health Assembly, that 
гцау not be possible. The Executive Board may therefore Wish to recommend to the 
Tenth Vorld Health Assembly the acceptance of the offer of the Government of the 
Philippines, subject to the satisfactory outcome of negotiations concerning 
paragraphs 2 and 5 of the offer by the Government. 

5. Financing; of the Construction of the Building 

3.1 Assuming that) after further negotiations, the offer of the Government of the 
Philippines vill be acceptable, the Director-General submits for the consideration 
of the Executive Board and its recommendation for approval by the Tenth World Health 
Assembly the following proposals for financing the portion of the construction 
costs of the building not covered by the donation of the Philippine Governnent. 
According to the preliminary estimates of costs of the building (#500.000) the 
further amount which would not be financed by the grant from the Philippines is 
US| 2 5 0 000. 

5.2 Rather than including this amount of # 250 000 in the proposed programme 
and budget estimates for 1958, the Director-General believes that it vould be less 
burdensome for Member States if he were authorized to use the Working Capital Fund 
in the first instance to meet the additional construction costs, as required, up 

to an amount of $ 250 000. 

5.5 The Working Capital Fund would then be reimbursed for the vithâraval through 
provision in the annual budget estimates over a three-year period starting in 1958. 
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The proposed programme end budget estimates for li^Q1 include a provision of 
$ 100 000 for this purpose, A similar amount would be included in the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1959 and the balance in the i960 estimates. 

3,1). Following the adoption of the resolution by the Regional Committee cited in 
paragraph 1.8 above, the Director of the Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
with the approval of the DirectorrGeneral, is approaching Member States in that 
Region on an informal basis to explore their willingness to consider making 
voluntary contrxbvtione to the Organization towards meeting the costs of the 
regional office building. This unofficial approach would have to Ъе followed Ъу 
an official invitation Ъу the Organization to the Governnents concerned to consider 
making such voluntary contributions. The Director-General believes that this may 
be q useful device for obtaining additional resources to help finance the construc-
tion projcct and hopes that the Executive Board will share this view. 

5.5 if the Board agrees with this view, any voluntary contributions which might 
be received as a result of such an official approach by the Organization would 
reduce the amount which would be required to Ъе withdraw from the Working Capital 
Fund, referred to in paragraph 5.2, and a correspondingly smaller amount would 
need to Ъе included in the buüget estimates to reiriburse the withdrawal from the 
Working Capital Fund. The Direct or-General vou3,.d report to the Tenth World Health 
Assembly the progress achieved in this respect, at the sane time submitting to it 
whatever revision of the above plan for finc.nciiig the building construction is 
warranted. 

3.6 As a practical arrangement, subject to agreement by the Board, and the 
ultimate approval by the.Tenth Vorld Health Assembly of the proposals outlined 
above, the Director-General further suggests that a building funá be established, 
as vas done in the case of the Headquarters accommodation. This fund would Ъе 
credited with: (1) the gift of the Philippine Govermient, (2) any voluntary 
contributions received^ and (3) the amounts withdrawn from the Working Capital Fundi 

1 Off. Bee. Wld Hith Org. J± 



and vould Ъе debited with all the costs of the building. The building iund vould 
further, subject 七о approval by the Health Assembly in terms of Financial 
Regulation 6•了 and notwithstanding Financial Régulation 紅.5，be operative until 
completion of the cons七ruction project and the settlement of all final charges 
relating thereto. 

k. Action to be taken by the Executive Board 

If the Executive Board is generally in agreement vith the above proposals, 
it may vish to consider the adoption of a resolution along the folloving lines t 

The Executive ！Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the 
provision for long-term adequate accommodation in Manila for the 
Regional Office of the Western Pacific;"^ 

Cognizant of the urgent need for improved accommodation for 
that Eegional Office; 

Considering that certain provisions in paragraphs 2 and 5 of 
the offer of the Government of the Philippines are too restrictive; 

！Recognizing that the envisaged nev building would house the staff 
of the United Nations and the other specialized agencies stationed for 
vork in Manila; 

1. REQUESTS the Direct or-General to enter into negotiations with 
the Government of the Philippines in order to remove those provisions 
of the Governmentf s offer which the Board found too restrictive, and 
thereafter to proceed vlth 七he negotiation of an agreement vith the 
Govermient of the Pliillipines relating to the nev accommodation; 

Subject to the satisfactory outcone of negotiations referred to 
in paragraph 1 above, AGREES with the plan for the financing of the 
construction of the regional office building submitted by the Director-
Generalj 

lío be annexed 



5 , INVITES Member States of the Organization in the Western Pacific 
Region to make voluntary contributions to the Organization towards the 
costs of the construction of the regional office buildings and requests the 
Director-General to approach those Member States for that purposej 

REQUESTS the Director -General to report to the Tenth World Health 
Assembly any response received from Governments in terms of paragraph 3 
above• 

5 . RECOMMENDS to the Tenth World Health Assembly in the event 
negotiations described in paragraph 1 above are satisfactory that it: 

(i) accepts the generous offer of the Government of the 
Republic of the Philippines； 

(ii) approves the plan of the Director-General for financing 
the construction of the regional office building, subject 
to such revisions as he may have to propose in the light of 
paragraphs 5 and 紅 abovej 
(iii) authorizes the establishment of a building fund to be 
maintained, notwithstanding Financial Regulation until 
completion of the contruction project‘ 


