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TR/JÍSFERS BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE I956 BUDGET 

I956 

Under paragraph IV of the Appropriation Resolution for the financial year 

1 the Director-General is authorized, "with the prior concurrence of the 

Executive Board or of any committee to which it may delegate appropriate authority, 

to transfer credits between Sections"• 

The Director-General finds it necessary to request the concurrence of the 

Executive Board in a transfer of f20 9〇〇 from Appropriation Section 7 - Expert 

Committees and Conferences, to Appropriation Section k - Central Technical Services. 

The details and reasons therefore are as follows : • 

Atomic energy in relation to health 

An amount of |l2 600 is provided in the 1956 budget estimates for two 

expert committees on atomic energy in relation to health. However^ in the 

"Tentative Plan of Action for the Near Future" set out in paragraph 5 of the 

Director-General
f

 s report on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy presented to 
2 ‘ 

the Executive Board at its Seventeenth session, reference is made to two 

study groups planned to be convened in 1956. The one would "study
 #
., the 

possibility for WHO to recornmend radiological standards and units of measure-» 

ment in accordance with the usual procedure applied in the field of 

biological standardization", and be followed, in 1957, by an expert committee 

"to study and recommend the actual standards and units". The other, taking 

advantage of the meeting of the International Congress on Human Genetics, 

would investigate "the problems connected with the effects of radiation on 

human heredity and attempt to define a programme of work on the inter-

national level", 
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The Executive Board, in resolutions EB17.E57 and EB17.E59 expressed 

satisfaction with the steps taken by t>e Director-General as reflected in his 

report， and arrangements were therefore made for the first-mentioned study-

group to meet in April and the second study group to meet in August 1956. 

Specifications for pharmaceutical preparations 

In the budget estimates for 1956， approved by the Eighth World Health 

Assembly, provision was made for "a meeting to study definitions and principles 

of classification of pharmaceutical preparations, and principles for the use 

of specifications^ with a view to assisting countries asking for advice in 

this field"Л The proposed meeting was at that time envisaged as an expert 
g 

committee, for which an amount of 牺5〇0 is provided for 1956. 

As the main purpose of the meeting will Ъе to explore problems relating 

to the specification of pharmaceutical preparations - a subject of considerable 

importance to national health administrations - and to explore the advantages 

of more uniform methods^ and the possibilities of drawing up at a later 

meeting some common principles in this connexion, the Director-General has 
reached the conclusion that it would be inore appropriate at this stage to 

convene a study group rather than an expert committee. It is desirable 

that, in view of the difficult subject of study, a meeting of an exploratory 

character be held in the first instance. This vould be in conformity with 

resolution ЕВ17Л5 adopted by the Executive Board at its seventeenth session 

in which the Executive Board expressed the opinion that, in Certain circum-

stances "the convening of a study group is preferable to the convening of an 

” 5 * 
expert committee . 
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In addition to the estimated direct costs of $18 900 for the above activities 

for which a transfer is requested, it would also be necessary that an amount of 

f2000 be transferred from the provision under Appropriation Section 7 relating to 

the printing of reports, to Appropriation Section k
y
 to meet the costs in 1956 of the 

reports as may be printed following the meetings of the three study groups referred to 

It is not possible to foresee at this stage whether any further transfers w i l l be 

necessary this year, but the Director-General suggests that in line with past practice 

and in view of the fact that the present session of the Board is the last to be held 

in I956, he also Ъе authorized to transfer,where appropriate, additional credits 

between Sections, provided that he obtains the prior concurrence in writing of the 

majority of the members of the Executive Board. All such transfers made with the 

written concurrence of tne majority of its members and the circumstances relating 

thereto w i l l be reported to the Executive Board at its nineteenth session. 

If the Board concurs in the above proposals, it may wish to consider adopting a 

resolution on the following lines : 

The Executive Board, 

1 . CONCURS in the Director-General » s proposal to transfer in 195 6 $20 900 

from Appropriation Section 7 - Expert Committees and Conferences^ to 

Appropriation Section k - Central Technical Services； 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to transfer, where appropriate, credits 

between Sections of the 1956 Appropriation Resolution, provided that he obtains 

the prior written concurrence of the majority of the members of the Executive 

Board to that effect； and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the nineteenth session of the 

Board any transfers made under the authority of paragraph 2 above, and the 

circumstances relating thereto. 


