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 • CLOSURE OF SESSION 

The CBAIEMAJí drew attention to the list of resolutions and index (document 

ЕВГ7/86), which had just been distributed^ and asked whether members had any 

comments or corrections to make. 

There were no comments on the list. 

The Chairman gave the floor to Professor Parisot• 

Professor PARISOT said that the present session of the Board could be regarded 

from several points of view as particularly important^ As at previous sessions^ many 

days had had to be devoted to the discussion of the administrative and technical 

questions involved in the work of the Organization, Budgetary problems ̂  which, were 

intimately connected with programmes, raised ever more intricate problems
}
 as the 

activities of the Organization grew and the financial requirements for those activities 

increased. It was hardly surprising that the discussions had been lengthy since they 

had been held in an effort to reach a suitable balance between needs and financial 

availabilities. ’Though it had not been possible to reach unanimous agreement on all 

points^ pending tbe final decision of the Health Assembly, the understanding displayed 

by all had made it possible to seek reasonable solutions； and a special tribute should 

be paid to all those who had contributed to thd preparation of the documents
9
 which, in 

spite of their size, had remained extremely clear. Thanks were due in particular to 

Dr Brad y ̂ Chairman of the' Standing Committee, and to the Rapporteurs and members of 

that Gommittee, as veil as to all the members ôf the Secretariat w h o had spared 

neither time nor effort^ by day or night, to enable the Board to pursue its task. 



Further evidence haâ be«n given at the present session of the steady development 

of activities in the regions, which, had been brought to tbe attention of the Board in 

a series of methodical and uniform reporta. The policy of decentralization, coupled 

with, suitable co-ordination from Headquarters
;
 had proved increasingly successful, 

thanks to the leadership of regional directors. Health control was becoming 
i 

increasingly linked with social and economic progress, through the close co-operation 

which the Organization maintained with other specialized agencies such as IIiO, FAO 

and UNESCO, and vith UNICEF, and also because the national administrations and the 

people/ in countries vhich needed the Organization
1

s help, increasingly understood and 

appreciated the work of WHO and collaborated with the Organization, 

The technical documents prepared by the many expert committees and study groups 

had also held the attention of the Board, not only on account of their valuable 

recommendations, but а1зо because the Director-General had been anxious to lay dovn 

more clearly the part to be played by each of those groups and committees. One of 

the salient questions discussed at the present session had been the participation^ in 

the near future^ of the Union of Soviet Socialist Bepublics in the Organization's work. 

The part vhich that great country could play was considerable^ in view of its vast 

experience in the field of public health and in that of scientific research. It was 

therefore to be hoped that the next Health Assembly would witness an enlargement in 

the scope of the Organization
1

 s activities, since they were likely to be supported by-

all the nations of the vorld. 

Moreover^ on the technical plane, a new era was about to begin，and it was 

sufficient to recall the statement of fee Director-General, in his introduction to his 

Annual Report for 195 紅(Official Be cord s No, 59)， to understand the magnitude and 

urgency of the tasks facing 七he Organization» The Organization vas in the forefront 



of progress in the field of health, and it must, on account of its responsibilities, 

use its influence, as indeed the Director-General was doing with notable success厂 to 

ensure that technical progress in other fiélds did not entail harmful consequences to 

human life, but became, on the contraiy, a beneficial influence on man
1

 s health, both 

mental and physical, and for the harmonica development of mankind» 

The sum of vjork achieved by the Board had therefore been considerable and that 

achievement had been due to a number of essential conditions. The first condition of 

success had been the Chairman
1

 s sure guidance throughout the discussions^ a sureness 

which in itself implied wisdom, foresight，experience and authority* To those 

qualities the Chairman had added those of courtesy and friendliness^ which had been 

invaluable in creating an atomosphere favourable to compromise， in spite of some 

opposition of views• Special gratitude was therefore due to the Chairman for the 

successful accomplishment of his arduous task, and that gratitude should also be 

extended to the two Vice-Chairmen and to the Rapporteurs, who had discharged their 

difficult functions to everyone's satisfaction» 

The second condition necessary for the success of the session had been the 

provision of information and guidance to keep diliberations on the right path. 

Special thanks were therefore due to the Director-General and his closest associates 

for their unfailing collaboration^ which was a proof of the intimate relationship 

between the Boards the Health Assembly and, the Secretariat, so essential for 

successful action. Finally, the spirit in which the Board
1

s members approached 

problems was by no means the least essential condition of success, and in that respect 

all members could rightly congratulate one another on the goodwill and the zeal they 

had s^hown towards the attaimient of the Organization's goals. 



The closure of the present session was, however, a sad occasion for those members 

who remained on the Board，because a number of those with whom they had been closely-

associated and for whom they felt the deepest esteem were about to leave them* To 

those, namely Dr Anwar, Professor Jetfenar, Dr Brady, Dr Vargas-Méndez, Dr Vollenweider 

and Dr Al-Wahbi^ he wished to give the assurance that today's "farewell" was only an 

11

 au revoir"
 9
 as they would soon Ъе resuming the pursuit of the common goal* 

Dr BRAD'I, speaking on behalf of the retiring members of the Executive Board, said 

those members had been appointed thr^e years ago and had served at six sessions• He 

hoped he would be excused if he indulged in some reminiscences and gave his impressions 

of developments during the three years for which he had been on the Board. 

Economic changes were already apparent as a result of the progress made by WHO, 

and it had been demonstrated that health and health programmes wére an integral part 

of economic development. He felt that the Executive Board had had some influence in 

bringing that realization to the peoples of the world. Over the past thî*ee years 

another development had taken place which he was sure portended much in the future for 

the Executive Board, In response to the resolution adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly the Director-General and his staff had undertaken responsibility in 

regard to the safeguard of human health necessary as a result of atomic developments-

and they had also recognized the advances which medicine might make with the new tool 

of radio—isotopes• 

He had been impressed by the advances made by WHO in the treatment and control of 

serious diseases such as leprosy^ tuberculosis and schistosomiasis. Considerable 

progress had also been made for the eradication of malaria j the possibility of the 

resistance of insects to DDT had been realized and steps had been taken to study means 

of combating that resistance. 
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There had also been a continuous expansion of WHO
 l

s programme at Headquarters^ 

Many excellent publications had been issued, such as the International Pharmacopoeia 

and monographs on various subjects. In field programmes WHO was reaching into more 

and more remote places, and governments were co-operating in such programmes to a 

larger extent than ever before• 

During those three years, WHO had also faced and successfully weathered some 

crises, for example in connexion with Technical Assistance when the whole programme 

had had to be entirely rearranged owing to a shortage of funds. Three years ago 

WHO、relations with UNICEF had not been on too good a footing^ but the two 

organizations were now collaborating closely and successfully, 

• He hoped the Executive Board would continue to be a strong body. Like many 

other members, he believed that strength lay in sincerity, integrity and the ability 

to speak with a free mind. Although there had at times been somewhat stórny debates
9 

he thought members had developed affection and understanding for each other's 

viewpoints, and he hoped that that would continue• • 

In conclusion, he expressed his 'beèt and most sincere wishes for the future 

success of the Executive Board and the Organization. 

Dr ANWAR said he was a comparative newcomer to the work of international 

organizations, since his association with WHO had only commenced in 1952
#
 Initially, 

he had found the procedure somewhat confusing but he had learned a great deal during 

his membership and he felt that his years on the Executive Board might indeed have been 

of more value to him than to the Organiaation
#
 He had had the opportunity of 

learning a great deal about the structure and work of WHO. 
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He had one suggestion to make with regard to the technical staff，many of whom 

were well—known specialists in their fields* He himself had had many fruitful 

contacts with those members of the Secretariat, but he was sure that таду of them did 

not personally know other members of the Executive Board and particularly new members• 

He wished to stress the importance of personal contact between staff members and 

members of the Board and delegates at the World Health Assembly» 

The CHAIRMAN said he was most grateful to Professor Parisot, for whom he had 

always felt the greatest admiration and respect and WJiose friendship he deeply valued. 

He would never forget the present session of the Board, where original divergences of 

opinion had been overcome during the discussions and had always given way to agreement. 

Agreement had been reached because all members pursued the same goal and were anijiated 

by the same ideal, namely^ service to the human race in the at/bainment of the highest 

possible level of health, and differences^ such as they were, only affected the 

approach to the common goal. The spirit of goodwill and co-operation shown by all 

members of the Board and by all the staff of the Organization, not only at meetings 

but also in lobbies and in private•，would always be for him a treasured menioiy. 

Thé zeal, devotion and co-operation displayed by all had enabled the Board to fulfil 

its functions with success, and special thanks were due to the D ir e с t or -General and 

his staff. He wished all members a pleasant return journey to their homes
}
 and 

declared the seventeenth session closed, 

The meeting rose at 4
#
15 р.ш
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1. CLOSURE OF SESSION 

The CKA.IRIIÔ.N drew attention to the list of resolutions and index 

(document EB17/86)， which had just been distributed, and asked whether members had any 

comments or corrections to make, • 

There were no coinments on the list. 

The Chairman gave the floor to Professor Parisot» 

Professor PARISОТ said that the present session of the Board could be regarded 

from several points of view as particularly important. As at previous sessions, many-

days had had to be cSevoted í q the discussion o£ the administrative and technical 

questions involved in the work of the Organization^ Budgetary problems, which were 

intimately connected with programmes^ raised ever more intricate problems
}
 as the 

activities of the Organization grew and the financial requirements for those activities 

increased. It was hardly surprising that the discussions had been lengthy since they 

had been held in an effort to reach a suitable balance between needs and financial 

availabilities. Though it had not been possible to reach unanimous agreement on all 

points^ pending the final decision of the Health AsseniDly, the understanding displayed 

by all had made it possible to seek reasonable solutions j and a special tribute should 

be paid to all those who had contributed to the preparation of the documents which， in 

spite of their size, had remained extremely clear• Thanks were due in particular to 

Dr Brady, Chairman of the Standing Committee, and to the Rapporteurs and members of 

that committee, as well as to all the members of the Secretariat who had spared 

neither time nor effort^ by day or night, to enable the Board, to pursue its task. 



Further evidence had been given at the present session of the steady development 

of activities in the regions, which had been brought to the attention of the Board in 

a series of methodical and uniform reports• The policy of decentralization, coupled 

with suitable co-ordination from Headquarters, had proved increasingly successful, 

thanks to the leadership of regional directors» Health control was becoming 

increasingly linked with social and economic progress, through the close co-operation 

which the Organization maintained with other specialized agencies> FAO, ILO, UNESCO 

and UNICEF in particular, and also because the national administrations and the 

people, in countries which needed the Organization's help, increasingly understood and 

appreciated the work of WHO and collaborated with the Organization. 

The technical documents prepared by the many expert committees and study groups 

had also held the attention of the Board, not only on account of their valuable 

recommendations, but also because the Direct or -General had been anxious to lay down 

more clearly the part to be played by each of those groups and committees. One of 

the salient questions discussed at the present session had been the participât ion, in 

the near future, of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the Organization's work. 

The part which that great country could play was considerable, in view of its vast 

experience in the field of public health and in that of scientific research. It was 

therefore to be hoped that the next Health Assembly would witness an enlargement in 

the scope of the Organization's activities, since they were likely to be supported by 

all the nations of the world, • 

Moreover, on the technical plane，a new era was about to begin, and it was 

sufficient to recall the statement of the Direct or-General, in his introduction to his 

Annual Report for 1954 (Official Records No, 59)，to understand the magnitude and 

urgency of the tasks facing the Organization• The Organization was in the forefront 



of progress in the field of health, and it must, on account of its responsibilities, 

use its influence, as indeed the Director-General was doing with notable success^ to 

ensure that technical progress in other fields did not entail harmful consequences to 

human life， but became, on the contrary, a beneficial influence on man*s health, both 

mental and physical^ and for the harmonious development of mankind. 

îhe sum of work achieved by the Board had therefore been considerable and that 

achievement had been due to a number of essential conditions • The first condition of 

success had been the Chairman
1

s sure guidance throughout the discussions, a sureness 

which in itself implied wisdom, foresight, experience and authority. To those 

qualities the Chairman had added those of courtesy and friendliness which had been 

invaluable in creating ai,, atmosphere favourable to compromise, in spite of some 

opposition of views. Special gratitude was therefore due to the Chairman for the 

euccessful accomplishment of his arduous task； and that gratitude should also be 

extended to the two Vice-Chairmen and to the Rapporteurs^ who had discharged their 

difficult functions to everyone
f

s satisfaction. 

The second condition necessary for the success of the session had been the 

provisión of information and guidance to keep deliberations on the .right path. 

Special thanks were therefore due to the Director-General and his closest associates 

for their unfailing collaboration, which was a proof of the intimate relationship 

between the Board, the Health Assembly and the Secretariat, so essential to promote 

successful action• Finally, the spirit in which the Board丨s members approached 

problems was by no means the least essential condition of success, and in that respect 

all members could rightly congratulate one another on the goodwill and the zeal they 

had shown towards the attainment of the Organization's goals• 
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The closure of the present session was, however, a sad occasion for those merabars 

who remained on the Board，because a number of those with whom they had been closely 

associated and for whom they felt the deepest esteem were about to leave them. To 

those, namely Dr Anwar^ Professor Jettmar^ Dr Brad y, Dr Vargas-Méndez
3
 Dr Vollenweider 

and Dr Al-Wahbi^ he wished to give the assurance that today了s "farewell
11

 was only an 

"au revoir
11

9
 as they would soon be resuming the pursuit of the common goal. 

Dr BRADY^ speaking on behalf of the retiring members of the Executive Board, said 

those members had been appointed three years ago and had served at six sessions» He 

hoped he would be excused if he indulged in some reminiscences and give has jaiprœsions of 

developments during the three years for which he had been on the Board • 

Economic changes were already apparent as a result of the progress made by ШО^ 

and it had been demonstrated that health and health programmes were an integral part of 

economic development. He felt that the Executive Board had had some influence in 

bringing that realization to the peoples of the world• Over the past three years 

another development had taken place which he was sure portended much in the future for 

the Executive Board, In response to the resolution adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly the Direct or-General and his staff had undertaken responsibility in 

regard to the safeguard of human health necessary as a result of atomic developments 

and they had also recognized the advances which medicine might make with the new tool 

of radio-isotopes„ 

He had been impressed by the advances made by 丽0 in the treatment and control of 

serious diseases such as leprosy, tuberculosis and schistosomiasis• Considerable 

progress had also been made for the eradication of malaria) the possibility of the 

resistance of insects to DDT had been realized and steps had been taken to study means 

of combating that resistance. 
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There had also been a continuous expansion of "WHO's programme at headquarters« 

Many excellent publications had been issued，such as the International Pharmacopoeia 

and monographs on various subjects « In field programmes WHO was reaching into more 

and more remote placesand governments were co-operating in such programmes to a 

larger extent than ever before• 

During those three years
}
 WHO had also faced and successfully weathered some 

crises, for example in connexion with Technical Assistance when the whole programme 

had had to be entirely rearranged owing to a shortage of funds • Three years ago WHO's 

relations with UNICEF had not been on too good a footing, but the two organizations were 

now collaborating closely and successfully. 

He hoped the Executive Board would continue to be a strong body» Like many other 

members^ he believed that strength lay in sincerity^ integrity and the ability to speak 

with a free mind. Although there had at times been somewhat stormy debates
y
 he 

thought members had developed affection and understanding for each others
1

 viewpoints
> 

and he hoped that that would continue
e 

In conclusion^ he expressed his best and most sincere wishes for the future success 

of the Executive Board and the Organization, 

Dr ANWAR said he was a comparative newcomer to the work of international 

organizations^ since his association with WHO had only commenced in 1952, Initially, 

he had found the .procedure somewhat confusing but he had learned a great deal during 

his membership and he felt that his years on the Executive Board might indeed have been 

of more value to him than to the Organization, He had had the opportunity of learning 

a g铺at deal about the structure and work of WHO. 



He had one suggestion to make with regard to the technical staff many of 'whom 

were well-known specialists in their fields • He himself had had many fruitful J 

contacté with those members of the Secretariat^ but he was sure that many of them did f 

not personally know other members of the Executive Board and particularly new members. 
< 

He wished to stress the importance of personal contact botween staff members and members 

of the Boarci and delegates at the World Health Assembly» 

( 
The CHAIRMAN said he was most grateful to Professor Parisot, for whom he had 

always felt the greatest admiration and respect and whose friendship he deeply valued. 

He would never forget the present session of the Board, where original divergences of 

opinion had been overcome during thé discussions and had always given way to agreements 

Agreement had been reached because all members pursued the same goal and were animated 

by the sajne ideal, namely, service to the human race in the attainment of the highest 

possible level of health, and differences, such as they were, only affected the 

approach to the common goal» The spirit of goodwill and co-operation shown by all 

members of the Board and by all the staff of the Organization^ not only at meetings butj 

also in lobbies and in private, would always be for him a treasured memory. The zeal, 

devotion and с о-operation 'displayed by all had enabled the Board to fulfil its functions 

with success, and special thanks were due to the Director-General and his staff • He ) 

wished all members a pleasant return journey to their homes, and declared the 

seventeenth session closed• 

The meeting rose at 4.15 


