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-紅8红-

EB17/Min/23 Eev.l 

1 . BULES OF PEOCEDUEE OF THE EXECUTIVE ВОАБЮ: Item 了.1 of the Agenda 
(Besolution Î-B16.B11； Documents EB17/^, ЕБ17Д Add.l and EB17/71) (continued) 

The СБА1ЕМАЛ invited the Board to pursue its examination of its Hules of 

Procedure 011 the basis of the revision proposed by the Director-General (document 

ЕВ17/Ц-) and the report of the Working Group 011 Rules of Procedure (document EB17/71). 

Eules 29(^1)-31 

The Board adopted the text proposed by the Director-General. 

Bules 52frO)-53 

The C H A I R M M drew attention to the proposal of the Working Group that Eule 55 

should be renvuaberect J2 and Bules 32(^0), 33 and should Ъе renumbered 

ЪЪ> 5红 and 35 respectively. 

pecision: The Board approved the renumbering and adopted the tesct proposed 
by the Director-General, 

Bule 36(kk) 

The Board approved the Working Group' s proposed amendments to the text proposed 

by the Director-General and the rule as thus amended。 

The Board adopted the text proposed by the Director-General. 



Rule 42(28) 

Dr MONTALVAM CC^HEJO considered the wording of Rule 42(28) required clarification. 

If members abstaining from voting were considered as not voting they might also be con-

sidered as
 fs

not present" for purposes of a quorum, A situation might arise when 14 of 

of the 18 members of the Board might abstain from voting and only four members could be 

regarded as "present and voting". In such a case it might be wondered whether the 

quorum should consist of all members attending the meeting or whether the vote should be 

deemed null and void, since only four members were present and voting. There had in 

practice already been one such occurrence at a meeting of .the Regional Committee of the 

Americas. Although the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly were drafted in the 

same mannep, they too might require some clarification. If members abstaining were to 

be regarded as counting for purposes of a quorum the words "but present for purposes of 

a quorum" should be inserted after the words "as not voting" in the sixth line of Rule 

42(28). If the reverse should be the case, the words "nor as present for purposes of 

a quorum" should be inserted after the words "as not voting". In his opinion the 

question should be decided one way or another, and he was prepared to accept the vievrs 

of the majority of the Board on that matter, provided a decision was made, 

Mr ZARB^ Chief, Legal Office, said that the terminology used in Pule 42(28) was 

the same as that used in the Hules of Procedure of the Health Assembly and also of the 

United Nations and its specialized agencies. Moreover it was also used in the 

WHO Constitution (Article 60 (a)(b)). The Board should note, however, that provisions 



concerning a quorum were usually separately dealt with in those parts of the Rules 

of Procedure concerning the procedure for voting. Although it was possible to 

imagine an absurd situation where 77 members out of 80 abstained from voting and a 

resolution was adopted by 2 votes to X, such was hardly ever likely to be the case in 

practice. It had not therefore been found necessary to make a special rule for that 

particular case. 

Decision: The Board adopted the text proposed by the Director-General. 

Rules 43(27)-50(34) 

The Board adopted the text proposed by the Director-General, 

Rule 51 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the amendments proposed by the Working Group. 

M r BOTHA, alternate to Dr Le Roux, said that the Working Group had redrafted the 

first paragraph of Rule 51 in order to make it clearer. The third amendment to the 

rule provided that the person nominated to the office of Director-General should 

be announced at a public meeting of the Board, so that the nomination could be duly-

recorded. The second amendment had the effect of combining two sentences without 

altering their meaning. 

Decisions The Board approved the amendments proposed by the Working Group to 
Rule 5Xj and the rule as thus amended. 

Rule 52(50) 

The Board adopted the text proposed by the Director-Oeneral. 



Rule 53 
•ак-пмп • _•• 

The Board adopted the Working Group
1

 s proposed amendment to the text 

proposed by the Director^General， and the rule as thus amended. 

Rule 54(51) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the amendment proposed to that rule by the 

Working Group, 

Mr BOTHA said the Working Group proposed to add the vrords "for whioh provision 

does not exist in these rules" so that the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly 

should be applied only in particular circumstances for which there was no provision 

in the Board's Rules. 

Deoisj.ong The Board adopted the amendment proposed by the Working Group, 
and the rule as thus amended. . 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following resolutions 

The Executive Board, 

ADOPTS the revised Rules of Procedure of the Executive、Board as submitted 
by the Director-General, together with the amendments and additions approved 
by the Board. . 

Decision? The resolution was adopted (see resolution EBI7/R63). 



2 . REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Item 9.2 of the Agenda (Bocuments EB17/31 and EB17/84

1

) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the report of the Standing Committee 

on Non-Governmental Organizations ( document EB17/84产 and asked Dr Du Pré Le Roux， 

Chairman of that Committee, to introduce the reports 

Dr LE ROUX said that document EB17/84
1

 should be amended in two places • The 

word "near" should be inserted before the word "future" in the last line of 

paragraph 2 (page 2) and also in the last line of the resolution on biennial review 

of non-governmental organizations in official relations та-th WHO (page 5). The 

Committee had first considered the principles governing the admission of non-

governmental organizations into relations with WHO (document EB17/31).^ It had 

then proceeded with the biennial review of the non-governmental organizations already 

in official relations with WHO and had decided to recommend to the Board that relations 

be maintained with thenu It had also examined the case of the International Academy 

of Legal Medicine and of Social Medicine and that of the American College of Chest 

Physicians. Ib had agreed to recommend that the former organization should be 

maintained in official relations and that officiai relations should be discontinued 

with the latter. The Committee then had considered applications £rom ilve organi-

zations made since the iifteenth session of the Board, and it had decided to 

recommend that those organizations be admitted into official relations• Finally, 

after reviewing the case of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists and of 

the World Confederation for Physical Therapy，in accordance with resolutions EB13#R72 

and EB15oR52, the Committee had recommended that the latter should be accepted into 

" T 
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official relations, while the former should not: three resolutions were included 

at the end of document EB17/84 for the consideration of the Board• 

The СНА1ШШ thanked Dr Le Roux and proposed that the Board should consider 

the first resolution on principles governing the admission of non-governinental 

organizations into official relations with Щ 0 . 

Decisions The Board adopted the resolution on principles governing 
the admission of non-governmental organizations into official relations 
with WHO (see resolution EB17#R64). 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the second resolution^ on biennial 

review of non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. 

Decision: The Board adopted the resolution on biennial review of 
non-governmental organizations in official relations with Ш0 (see 
resolution EB17.R65)^ 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the third resolution^ on relations 

•with non-governmental organizations# 

Decisions The Board adopted the resolution on relations with 
non-governmental organizations (see resolution EB17-R66),» • 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations and all members of the Committee^ The work of that committee had 

given rise to difficulties in the past, and the Coirmiittee was therefore to be 
. . . • . • , . . • • 

congratulated on the successful achievement of its task. 



REPORTS ON THE ¥ÔRTJ) HEALTH Sli^TIOIÍs Item 2。6 of the' Agenda ‘ 
(Resolutions EB15-R51 and WHA3

9
40j Document EB17/57)

1 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to examine the question of reports on the world 

health situation and asked the Director-General to open the discussion. 

The D I R E C T O R O I E R A L drew attention to document EB17/57，
1

 in which the position 

was reviewed and certain proposals were rnade concerning reports on the world health 

sitLiation
0
 The paper had be on prepared in pursuance of resolution WHA8

 e
40 and of 

resolution EB15oR51o Both those resolutions drew attention to the provisions of 

resolution 557 (XVIII) of the Economic and Social Council^ and the Board would 

remember that the Council required information on the health situation for its 

biennial world survey of tho social situation。 Moreover, information of that 

nature was not only extremely ITS G fill for Ш0 in planning its programme but also 

provided on incentive for Member Governments to make a realistic assessment of 

their owi health situation^ which "would in time help them to organize their health 

planning on a sound basis
 0
 Article 61 of the "WHO Constitution provided that 

reports should be made annually^ and the Board in resolution EB7oR71 had re commended 

that the regional organizations use their influence to obtain information 

from the Members of the regions, in the form of uniform or comparable annual 

reports and statements suitable for incorporation in the records of WHO。 Last 

year the Regional Director for the Americas had referred to the four-yearly reports 

that countries in that region had prepared for the Pan American Sanitary Conference
e 

As the Director of the South-East Asia Region had mentioned at the fourth 

Reproduced as Атюx 19 to Off
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meeting, the Regional Committee for that rogion had noted that governments in 

the region were still not sending in annual reports to WHO and suggested that 

the regional office should assist them in writing up reports until a system 

was established which they could follow on their owi
0
 That idea had been followed 

up in the discussion of the report on the Western Pacific Region<> He therefore 

proposed that the reports should first of all be collected at the regional level 

and suggested^ as a basis for the preparation of reports from those Members o'f the 

World Health Organization, also members of the Pan American Sanitary Organization, 

the relevant portions of the questionnaire in use by the PilSO, and as a basis for 

the preparation of reports by Members in other regions^ the list of headings 

reproduced in АЖкВ̂х 4 to document A8/P&B/9, with necoásary adjustments
 e 

He proposed that reports should initially be made for a four-year period, as 

it would be too ambitious at the present tiine to ask for more frequent ones
P
 If 

the Board decided to recommend that governments should forward reports for the 

years 1954 to 1957
5
 he would be in a position to submit the first report on the 

world health situation to the Eleventh World Health Assembly on the tenth anniversary 

of WHO, 

Dr SIRI asked for further information concerning the pracedure followed by-

regional offices once they were in possession of the reports• He particularly 

wanted to know whether the regional offices merely transmitted those reports to 

the Directors-General or whether they made an evaluation of those reports before 

they forwarded them
e 



一 494，， 

The DffiECTOR-GENjRAL said that experience concerning such reports had so far 

only been gained in the American Region. In that region, the Pan American Ssxiitary 

Bureau/Regional Office for "WHO studied the reports and made a summary of them for 

submission to the Pan American Sanitary Conference. He proposed that the 

reports should be transmitted through the regional offices to Headquarters so that 

a ^orld report could be prepared and submitted to the Health Assenbly, It would ̂  

however,be extremely useful if regional offices helped countries in preparing their 

reports• 

Dr SIRI said that, in his experience, there nas a general tendency to draft 

reports in a stereotyped farm which did not reflect. exactly the true facts of the 

situation. It might therefore be desirable for regional offices to make an 

evaluation of the reports they received from countries^ which could accompany the 

report when it was forwarded to Headquarters and give a truer impression of the real 

situation in the country concerned* 

Professor PiJ'ISOT said that the Board should answer four questions in relation 

to the reports on the world health situation. The first question concerned the need 

for such reports, and its consideration had been postponed for a number of years• 

However, the Constitution of WHO，the resolutions . adopted by the Board and by th-з 

Health Assembly and also those of the Economic and Social Council were such that the 

matter could no longer be delayed. Moreover, the information which those reports 

would provide was of the utmost importance both to the Organization and to national 

health adiriinistrations. It was，therefore, essential that those reports be m¿de» 

The second question concerned the frequency of the reports. The Director-General 

had pointed out that similar reports were made to the Pan American Sanitary Coni'orence 



every four years and proposed that reports should be made on a four-yearly basis 

throughout the world for the time being、 Such a frequency should, how ever, be in 

the nature of an experiment, because it would be extremely useful far the reports to 

be made at more frequent intervals • Although it might not be necessary to request 

that such reports be made every year，there might be a great advantage in having 

biennial reports, since the health situation could alter considerably in two years
3 

and since the Economic and Social Council itself published its survey of the world 

social situation at biennial intervals. The Director-General^s proposals should, 

therefore^ be supported and the Bocrd should not lose sight of the possibility for 

countries to make biennial reports at a later stage• 

The third question referred to the form of the report• In that connexion the 

Board should recall Dr Bernardas statement, a t the fifteenth session, regarding the 

need for a simple type of report which would facilitate the task of governments and 

also ehable the Secretariat easily to extract the data required• The Director-

Generalas proposal that reports should be made on an already well-tried pattern 

should therefore be supported. Moreover, the idea that regional offices should 

assist governments in preparing their reports and should adapt the questionnaires to 

the particular needs of the region was perfectly sound, provided that the reports 

from the various regions were co-ordinated on a uniform basis at Headquarters• 

Finally, the fourth question regarded the data on which the first report on the 

world health situation should be made
§
 In that respect the Director-General

!

s 

proposal to make such a report to the Eleventh World Health* Assembly, on the tenth 

anniversary of should be supported. It would give the Health Assembly an 

opportunity of assessing the health situation of the world and of drawing useful 

conclusions for the efficient pursuit of the Organization
1

s work. 



Dr BRADY agreed with the Director-General^s proposals and with Professor 

Parisot^s remarks^ The time had certainly come for a decision to be taken, as， 

apart from any other considerations^ tho Director-General was at a disadvantage 

in international forums if he had no precise health data at his disposals Certain 

problems would, however, arise in connexion with the reports• First of all, it 

might be difficult for regional offices to decide whether a country
1

 s data were 

correct or noto Some latitude should be given to regional directors in gathering 

the best possible information^ and the results which they could obtain would most 

probably be satisfactory" since most countries now had fairly competent statistical 

services a More over
 д
 it should be possible to estimate a number of figures. The 

question of timing raised another problem, since the Director-General mi^it not have 

in his possession епоиф information to communicate to the Economic and Social 

Council b y 1 9 5 7， a l t h o u ^ he would be able to provide the necessary information in 

1959• The Director-General mi^at，however, have his own plans to overcome that 

difficulty- The tenth anniversary of WHO certainly would, be an appropriate date on 

which to publish the first report on the• world health situation.» 

Dr ANWAR remarked that the less advanced countries had difficulties in 

providing satisfactory reports because their aidministratlve services were not 

sufficiently developed^ He agreed^ however^ with Dr Brady that a nuiriber of figures 

could be estimated and he agreed that the Director-General should give some 

latitude to regional directors in adjusting questionnaires according to the 

needs of their regions• It was essential that reports should be made, but 

it was no less essential that they should be simple at the initial stage and. also， 



that the regional directors should be left some discretion in framing questionnaires• 

The Director_General was right not to insist on obtaining reports more frequently 

than every four years, at the present stage. 

• .Dr LE ROUX observed that the Director-General would not be given very long to 

receive and co-ordinate the reports of countries, if they covered the year 1957 and. 

had to be published in 1958, since some oí. the reporting countries were bound to be 

slow in gathering their data* The Director-Gene ral might, therefore^ iind it 

desirable to collect information only for the years 1954^ 1955 and 1956, so that his 

report would be ready in time for the Eleventh World Health Assembly# 

The DIRECTGR-CSENERAL agreed with Dr Brady that it would be difficult to provide 

information to the Sconomic and Social Council in 1957. That situation would, 

however, only be a continuation of what had occurred in the past, although it was 

to be hoped that conditions would show a great improvement by 1959• He agreed 

with Dr Le Roux that it might be difficult to get 1957 data in time to be used for 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly in 1958. The matter would, however, be further 

discussed by regional committees, and they might recororaend. that information should 

only be collected until the-end of 1956, The eollection of such information would 

already be a notable step in the right direction. Finally, he agreed with Dr Anwar 

that s-ome information was bound to be in the nature oi estimates, but regional 

directors would give iyiember countries all possible assistance» 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution on reports on the world 

health situation and asked if there were any comments• 

» • 

Dr LE RQUa remarked, that thè words "the period 19$4 to 1957" in paragraph 3(1) 

mi^ht be too ambitious. 



request the Director-General through the regional organizations to give 
suitable assistance to the Member States in preparing these reports; 

(3) request the Directoi^eneral to prepare for the Eleventh World Health 
Assembly the first report on the world health situation suimnarizing the ̂  
reports submitted by Members pursuant to Article 61 of the Constitution• 

Dr DOROLIE^ Deputy DirectoivGeneral, in order to take Dr Le Roux
1

 s suggestion 

into ас county proposed that the words "as far as possible" sho\£Ld be inserted before 

the words "the period 1954 to 1957"^ 

It was so agreedo 

Decision; The Board adopted the following resolution (as resolution EB17.R67) s 

The E x e c u t i v e Board， 

•• • 

Noting the report prepared by the Director-General in pursuance of 
resolution WHA8«40: Reports on the World Health Situation^ 

Having in mind the discussions of the Eighth World Health Assembly 
and of the Board at its fifteenth session concerning the reports on this 
subject； 

Recalling, not ably ̂ the obligation accepted by the Mentoer States in 
Article 61 of the Constitution; and 

Confirim.ng the responsibility of the World Health Organization to 
report on the world health situation and the conclusion that such reports 
are essential to the fulfilment of the Organization's other functions; 

TRANSMITS this report prepared by the Direator-General to the Ninth 
World Health Assembly; 

2. SUGGESTS that the Assembly recommend as a basis for the preparation of 
reports from those Members of the World Health Organization, also Members of 
the Pan American Sanitary Organization^ the relevant portions of the 
questionnaire in use by the PASO，* and as a basis for the preparation of 
reports by Members in other regions, the list of headings reproduced in Annex 
4 of document A8/P&B/9, with necessary* adjustments; 

Зя RECOMMENDS that the Ninth World Health Assembly 

(1) invite the Members of the World Health Organization to prepare as a 
step toward the fiilfilment of their obligations under Article 61 of the 
Constitution, a report covering as far as possible the period 1954 to 1957； 

(2) 
all 



4
#
 DECISIONS OF THE TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC M D SOCIAL COUNCIL AND" TENTH 

SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AFFECTING WHOtS ACTIVITIES : Item Q
f
l of the 

Agenda (Documents EB17/é2, EB17/53 and EBX7/53 Add.l) 

The DEPUTY" DIEECTOR-OENEBAL said that document ЕБ17/62 dealt with general 

“ -• ^ ч 

deolsions affecting ViHOts activities
 f
 while documents EB17/53 and EBX7/53 Add.l 

dealt more specifically with decisions on administrative and budgetary questions. 

' • •• • . . . . ： , •• 
Among the decisions taken by the General Assembly at its Tenth Session, h© must first 

mention the admission of 16 new Members • 

Assembly had again considered the question 

and had decided that a conference for that 

• ！ ••‘ ‘ • _ . 

time,» 

It should also be noted that the General 

of the review of the United Nations Charter 

purpose would be held at an appropriate' 

The question of ways and means of providing more jPlnanoial aid for the eccaiomic 

development of under^developed countries had been discuesed by the General Assembly, 

Section 9 of document EBX7/62 referred to the International Finance Corporation ând 

indicated that the number of States which had ratified the articles of agreement was 

sufficient to ensure the establishment of the Corporation
#
 Section 9

#
2 referred to 

the project for the establishment of the Special United Nations Pirnd for Eoonomio 

Development, which was of more particular interest to the Health Assembly» That 

project was"still under consideration and an expert coxnmitt©© would report on it to the 

General Assembly in 1957• That point was closely connected with the discussion that 

had taken place at the last World Health Assembly on a Special Fund； 

It should also be noted that the Trusteeship Council had expressed a desire to 

aee the specialized agencies taking a more active pari in its work
f
 and in fulfilment 

of that desire WHO had prepared studies on health conditions in six trust 

. 1 . : . 
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territories_ The Director—General had also submitted three reports on health 

conditions in non-s elf «governing territories to the Committee on Information from 

Non-Self-Governing Territories• 

In presenting the previous agenda item^ Reports on the World Health Situation, 

the Director—General had mentioned the new procedure ençloyed by the Eoonomio and 

Social Council for the study of th© world social situation and for study of the 

question of co—ordination of the activities of the specialized agencies « That was 

the first year in which th© new procedure had been applied
;
 but he hoped that in 

future years the Secretariat would be better prepared to answer questions and to 

submit documentation on the subject. Discussion on relations with specialised 

agencies had that year been in the form of a general discussion oè all th© specialised 

agencies together^ and the impression had been received that that system had made 

possible a better study of the problems and had avoided repetition* 

Section 6 dealt with work in the social fields In that connexion, the Economio 

and Social Council had studied the recomm如dations made by th© Social Commission^ 

many of them on programmes in which WHO was co-operating • 

Document EB17/53 mentioned i>he examination by th© Advisory Committee on 

Administrattv© and Budgetary Questions of the administrative budget of WHt^ the 

review of audit procedures of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and 

the procedure for review of Administrative Tribunal judgDments. The Deputy Director一 

General drew particular attention to document EB17/53 Add^l, on the review to be 
參 . . . ' • 

undertaken of the system of salaries, allowances and benefits. In that document 

the Director—General suinmarlxed the history of the question and the developments 

which had taken place at the tenth session of the General Assembly^ in particular the 

General Assemblyts decision to establish an intergovernmental coiranittee of experts to 

undertake a comprehensive review of the United Nations salaries
 ;
 allowances and 



E317/Min/23 Rev.l 

benefits system. The Diroctor^General recommended to the Board that all possible 

infoOTiation with regard to conditions in Ш0 should be submitted to the committee 

of experts, and in that connexion he drew attention to the draft resolution on 

page 5 of document EB17/53 Add.l^ which the Board might wish to adopt. 

Mr MIIKAUD, United Nations, drew attention to section 8.7 of document EB17/62, on 

information on social conditions in non-self-governing territories. The Secretary-

General wished special attention to be drawn to the report submitted to the General 

Assembly by the Committee on Information from Non«Self-Governing Territories. The 

report contained three chapters dealing specifically with health questions. Studies 

for those chapters had been submitted by WHO to the Committee on Information from 

Non-Self"Governing Territories. The General Assembly had approved the report and had 

adopted resolution 929 (X5^ which indicated that it was evident that valuable 

contributions to the progress of non«self«governing territories might be provided 

through the assistance afforded to the governments concerned by the United Nations 

organs, including the specialized agencies. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the repart of the Director-General on the decisions of the twentieth 
session of the Economic and Social Council and the tenth session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations which relate to the activities of WHO, including 
administrative and budgetary сo~ordination,, 

Decisiong The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17.R68). 

The CHAIRMAN proposed for the Board
1

& adoption the draft resolution given on 

page 3 of document EB17/53 Add.l • 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EBI7/R69). 



5 • PROPOSAIS Ш THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL FOR THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE NINTH 
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLYs Item 5.1 of the Agenda (Document EB17/44 Rev.l) 

In the absence of any comments on document E B l ? / ^ Rev.l, the CHAIRMAN 

proposed the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board 

APPROVEo the proposals of the Director-General for the provisional agenda 
for the Ninth World Health Assembly as amended. 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17.R70) 

6. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR 1957 (Document EBI7/85) 

Dr Da Silva TRAVOSSOS presented the report on the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates for 1957 (document EB17/85),
1 

/ 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ wished to make some comments on section 1.1 of chapter VI of 

the report. If he remembered correctly the discussions which had taken place, when 

a division of opinion had appeared among members of the Board, the Board might have 

decided to submit the report to the Health Assembly with a commentary explaining the 

division of views. Certain members had, however, felt that it would not redound to 

the Board
1

 s credit if it showed itself to be divided on such an important point and 

they had thought it necessary to reach a compromise. He had supported that view. 

Consequently, a working party had met and had again stressed the need for compromise 

and a compromise had finally been approved in the Board
1

 s report. He could not 

therefore accept an introduction which stated the situation as it had existed at the 

1
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beginning of the discussion, saying that the Board was almost equally divided on the 

question of whether Member governments would favour the increases in their assessments 

which the Director-General
f

 s proposals entailed. He therefore suggested that the 

first three sentences of section 1.1 should be deleted and that the paragraph should 

béjgint 

"The Executive Board agreed to adopt resolution EB17.R28, which contains 

the following recommendations concerning the alternative proposals of the 

Director-General on the proposed programme and budget level：" 

Dr ANWAR, Professor JETOMAR and Dr SIRI strongly supported Dr Vargas-Mendez » s 
•v 

proposal. 

Dr BRADY reminded the Board that during the discussion it had been suggested 

that there should be unanimous agreement on the final proposal and that suggestion 

had been rejected when put to the vote. Subsequently another member had proposed 

that minority views should be included in the report. 

Dr.TAHER also supported T>r Vargas-Mendez
f

 s proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN put the proposal to the vote。 

， 

Decision: Dr Vargas-Meíridez
1

 s proposal was adopted by 1J> votes to 4, with no 
abstentions, 

4 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the eighteenth meeting Dr Siri had submitted a 

proposal in connexion with paragraph 5.2.2 on page 68 of the report. He 

placed before the Board the following draft resolution submitted by Dr Siriî 



The Executive Board, 

Considering that one of the main objectives of WHO is mental health as 

veil as physical health and social wèlibeingi 

Considering the growing impc:
!

tance that mental health problems are 

acquiring in all countries of the world5 and .
 ; ;

 . 

Recognising that although WHO has devoted its attention to these problems 

‘since the conimencement of its activities， it is esseatial to intensify the 

activities of governments as regards national mental health programmes5 

RECOMMENDS that WHO continue to promote and intensify studies in the 

field of mental health and. give as much assistance as. possible to governments 

in planning and carrying out pi'ogramme8 vitL this aim. 

Dr ANWAR expressed appreciation of the draft resolution but wished to propose 

two amendments to it
c
 He proposed that the word

 :

-main
N

 in the first paragraph should 

. . . . - . ：
f

 -о 
be deleted and that the words "all countries" in the second paragraph should be 

replaced by the words ” many countr:Le&"。 

Dr SIRÏ said the draft resolution he hacl submitted differed slightly from 

previous statements.he had made on the problem。 .He had presented the proposal 

because he had been informed by Dr Sutter^ Assistant Director-General^ Department 

of Advisory Services
;
 that deapite decreases' in some years the genei

T

al
f

 trend . was for 

the budget of the Organization ioT mental health to incre'ase steadily from year to 
. . - • • • . • . -

. • « • • . -

year о 

In connexion with the first amendment proposed by Dr Anwar he pointed out that 

it was necessary to stress the importance of mental health so as to bring it horce to 

i . . . . .. ... , ; 
the people who would read the resolution. He felt that for that purpose the word "main" 
had greater force, and psychological cons i der a/t ions must be borne in mind in di-afti.ng 



the resolution'， He had no decided objection to Dr Anwar
1

 s second amendment
} 

although he felt that in that case also the general impression to be given should 

be considered rather than extreme accuracy of detail» 

/ 

Dr MONTALVAN C0RKEJ0 strongly supported Dr Siri's draft resolution and 

supported the inclusion of the word "main". 

Dr ANWAR said that after hearing Dr Siri views he would change his amendment 

to propose that the word "main" should be replaced by the word
 и

important". 

Dr SIRI said he would not too strongly contest the amendment
9
 which appeared 

to deal with a mere 日hade of expression. He did, however^ urge Dr Anwar to accept 

"main", which seemed to him to express his thought better, ‘ 

He accepted Dr Anwar
?

 s second amendment. 

The CliAIRMAU put to - the vote Dr Aiiwa:r】s amendment for replacement of the vord 

"main" by the word “ important"
 v 

Decisions Dr Anwar
1

 s amendment was adopted by 9 votes to k with k abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the -vote Dr Sirias draft resolution as amended. 

Decisions : 

(1) Dr Siri
J

s draft resolution,as amended, was adopted by 15 votes to none 
vith 2 abstentions (see resolution EB17.R71)• 

(2) The report on the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1957 
(document EB17/85) was adopted as amended (see Off, Rec, Wld Kith Org. 69) • 



7. DATE AND PLACE OF ТНЕГEIGHTEENTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 5-5 of 
the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Ninth World Health Assembly would meet on Tuesday, 

8 May and vould probably last until Saturday, 26 May. He therefore suggested Monday^ 

28 May, as a suitable date for the opening of the eighteenth session of the Board. 

Professor PARISOT pointed out that when the duration of the summer session of the 

Executive Board was considered it was found that it had gradually decreased in length 

over the years from about one week to a mere day. The fact that the summer session of 

the Board vas so short might have certain disadvantages. In particular it meant that 

insufficient time might be devoted to the discussion of important questions. As an 

example, he drew attention to the plan presented by the Secretariat at the sixteenth 

session for the organizational study on programme planning. There had been little 

discussion of that preliminary plan at the sixteenth session, and as a result, although 

the Secretariat had faithfully followed the plan approved by the Board, the Board had 

spent several days at its seventeenth session discussing and completely modifying the 

structure and substance of the report
 0
 Obviously such a system of working was not 

satisfactory. Since it had been decided that the rough outline of that report would 

again be discussed at the next session of the Board, it was impartant to ensure that 

sufficient time was allowed。 He therefore asked the Director-General whether he 

could indicate the approximate duration of the next session of the Board• 

Dr SIRI supported the views expressed by Professor Parisot, and the example the 

latter had given. He fully realized that members of the Board could not stay in 

Geneva indefinitely and that some limit must be placed oil their discussions, but it 

was highly undesirable to rush through discussions at the expense of thorough con-

sideration of the items。 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said Professor Parisot had raised a difficult question. 

In June 1955, in view of the special circumstances of the session, which was 

held away from Headquarters, the Secretariat had been instructed to reduce the agenda 

to a minimum and had therefore placed on the agenda only subjects discussion of which 

at that session was absolutely essential。 He fully agreed，however, that it would 

be desirable for the Board to sit longer at its next session and he suggested it 

should meet at least from Monday to Friday
c
 There would be a fairly full agenda 

before the Board at the eighteenth session, including reports of expert committees, 

and the length of the session would also depend on the urgent subjects referred to 

the Board by the Ninth World Health Assembly。 

Dr SUAREZ agreed with the Director-General that full advantage must be taken 

of the Board
1

 s next session to make progress in its work, 

z 

Dr MONTALVAN CORNEJO agreed with Professor Parlent»s views on the length of the 

session. 

So far as the opening date was concerned he suggested that if. the Assembly-

concluded its work on Friday or Saturday the Board should commence on Tuesday 

father than Monday
c
 That would give the Secretariat time to prepare documents and 

would also allow the six new members of the Board to make contact with the Secretariat 

and study the documentsо If his suggestion that the Board begin on Tuesday was 

accepted, he felt its session should continue until at least Friday or Saturday. 

Dr SIRI urged that the length of the session should not lie reduced if the 

Board met 0x1 Tuesday or Wednesday。 



ЕБ17/Min/25 Rev.l 
y' 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said Dr Montalvan^s suggestion vas very good from the 

Secretariat
?

 s point of view, but so far as new members were concerned he thought 

it -would be better if the Board met for a short time on the Monday to elect its 

officers» It could then, if necessary^ adjourn its actual work until Tuesday so 

that members would have time to study the documentation• 

Dr MOKTALVAN CORNEJO welcomed the* Director-General
1

 s proposal, particularly if 

documents could be provided for the Mondayо 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board.
} 

DECIDES to hold its eighteenth session at the Palais des Nations, Geneva
7 

from "Monday^ 28 May 1956。 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17.R72) 

The meeting rose at 5。_55 p.nia 
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EUl^S С：? РЙ0С2ГО112 0? ÏIÎS 2ХЕСШЧ73 Б0АГШ: Item 7.1 of the Agenda (Documents 
SBX7/4, EB17/4 Add.l and ]317/71) (continued) 

u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

The С1ШКШШ invited the Board to pursue its examination of its Rules of 

Procedure on the basis of the revision proposed by the Director-General (EB17/4) 

and the report of the Working C-roup on Rules of Procedure (EK17/71)» 

Rule 29(41) 

Rule 29(41) was adopted withoxit discu?$ion« 

ilule 30(39) 

Rule 30(39) was adoptad without discussion. 

Rule 31 

Rule 31 was adopted without discussion. 

？wulQ 32(40) 

Rule 32(40) wag adopted, withou^ discussion, 

RvOa 33 

Rule 33 was adoptad t-fithout discussion. 

Hule 34(42) (43) 

Rule 34(42)(43) was adoptsd without discussion* 



Rule 35 

ïbe СНЛГЖШ drew attention t o the amendment proposed by the liorlcing Group 

(SB17/71) concerning the renumbering of Rules 32, 33, 34 and 35. 

Decision: The Board approved the amendment proposed by the Working Group 
concerning the rentmibsring of Hules 32, 33, 34 and 35• 

Rule 35 was adopted as amended. 

Rule 36(44) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the amendments proposed by the Working Group 

to that rule. 

Decision: The Board approved the amendments to Rule 36(44) proposed by 
the Working Group. 

Rule 36(44) was adopted as_pended, 

Rule 37(45)(46) 

Rule 37(45)(46) was adopted without discussion, 

Rule 38 

Rule 38 was adopted t/ithout discussion* 

Rule 39(47) 

Rule 39(47) was adopted without discussion. 

Rule 40(48) 

Rule 40(48) was adopted •without discussion. 



Rule 41(49) 

Rule 41(49) was adopted without d igcussion» 

Rule 42(28) 

Dr >ЮОТЛ1ДГАЫ CORNEJO considered the wording of Rule 42(23) required clarification^. 

If members abstaining from voting were considered as not voting they might also be 

considered as "not present" for purposes of a quorionu A situation might arise when 

14 of the 18 members of the Board might abstain from voting and only four members 

could be regarded as "present and v o t i n g I n such a case it might be wondered 

whether the quor^mi should consist of all members attending the meeting or whether 

the vote should be deemed null and void, since only four members were present and 

voting» There had in practice already been one such occurrence at a meeting of 

the Regional Committee of the b ó r i c a s
9
 Although the Rules of Procedure of the 

Health Assembly were drafted in the same manner, they too might require some 

clarification. If members abstaining were to be regarded as counting for purposes 

of a quorum the words "but present for purposes of a quorum" should be inserted 

after the words
 :î

as not voting
11

 in the sixth line of ïivile 42(28)* If the reverse 

should be the case, the words "nor as present for purposes of a quorum" should be 

inserted after the words "as not v o t i n g I n his opinion the question should be 

decided one way or another, and he was prepared to accept the viens of the majority 

of the Board on that matter
#
 provided a decision was made. 



llr ZAIG, Chief, Legal Office, said that the terminology used in llule 42(28) 

was the same as that used in the Rules of Procedure of the Health -Issembly and also 

of the United Nations and its specialized agoncies. Moreover it w a s also used in 

the VIHO Constitution (Article 60 (a)(b))
#
 The Board should note, however, that 

provisions concorning a quorum неге usually separately dealt with in those parts 

oí the Hules of Procedure concorning the procedure for voting. Although it uas 

possible to imagine an absurd situation whore 77 members out of 80 abstained from 

voting and a resolution was adopted by 2 votes to 1， such xxas hardly ever likoly to 

be tho case in practice
t
 It had not theroforо been found necessary to make a 

special rule for that particular case» 

Rule 42(28) was adopted
# 

Rule 43(27) 

Еи1е
ц
43(27) was adopted uithout discussion. 

Rule 44(35) 

Rule 44(35) was adopted without discussion^ 

Rule 45(29) 

Rule 45(29) was adoptad without discussion,» 

Rule 46(30) 

RxCLe 46(30) was adopted without discussion. 

Hule 47(31) 
Ilule 47(31) was adopted without discussion. 



Rule 48(32) 

Rule 48(32) was adopted without discussion* 

Rule 49(33) 

Rule 49(33) was adopted without diseussion• 

Rule 50(34) 

Rule 50(34) was adopted without discussion. 

Rule 51 

The CHb-IRMiiN drew attention to the amendments to that rule proposed by the 

Working Group. 

Mr BOTHA, alternate to Dr Le Roux, said that the Working Group had redrafted 

the first paragraph of Rule 51 in order to make it clearer» The third amendment 

to the rule provided that the person nominated to the office of Director-General 

should be announced at a public meeting of the Board, so that the nomination could 

be duly recorded. The second amendment had the effect of combining two sentences 

without altering their meaning. 

Decision: The Board approved the amendments proposed by the Working 
Group to Rule 51. 

Rule $1 wag adopted as amended> 

Rule 52(50) 

Rule 52(50) was adopted without discussion. 



Rule 53 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the amendment proposed by the Working Group 

to that rule (EB17/71) • 

Decision: The Board approved, the amendraent proposed by the Working 
Group to Rule 53• 

Rule 53 was adopted as amended. 

Rule 54(51) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the amendment proposed to that rule by the 

Working Group (EB17/71). 

Mr BOTHA said the Working Group proposed to add the words "for which provision 

does not exist in these rules" so that the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly-

should be applied only in particular circumstances for which there was no provision 

in the Board
1

s Rules. 

Decisions The Board adopted the amendment proposed by the Working 
Group to Rule 54(51) (EB17/71). 

Rule 54(51) was adopted as amended. 

Decision; The Board adopted the following resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

ADOPTS the revised Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board as submitted 
by the Director-General together with the amendments and additions approved 
by the Board. 



2赠 REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Item 9.2 of the Agenda (Document EB17/84) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the report of the Standing Committee 

on Non-Governmenfcal Organizations (EB17/84) and asked Dr du Pré le Roux, Chairman 

of that Committee, to introduce the report• 

Dr LE ROUX said that document EB17/84 should be amended in tvc places. The 

word
 n

near« should be inserted before the word "future
11

 in the last line of 

paragraph 2 (page 2) and also in the last line of the resolution on biennial review 

of non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO (page 5). The 

Committee had first considered the principles governing the admission of non-

governmental organizations into relations with WHO (EB17/31), It had then 

proceeded with the biennial review of the non-governmental organizations already in 

official relations -with WHO and had decided to recommend to the Board that relations 

be maintained with them
#
 It had also examined the case of the International 

Academy of Legal Medicine and of Social Medicine and that of the American College 

of Chest Physicians • It had agreed to recommend that the former organization should 

be maintained in official relations and that official relations should be discontinued 

with the latter• The Committee then had considered applications from five 

organizations made since the fifteenth session of the Board, and it had decided 

to recommend that those organizations be admitted into official relations• Finally, 

after reviewing the case of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists and of 

the World Confederation for Physical Therapy, in accordance with resolutions EB17.R72 

and EB15-R52^ the Committee had recommended that the latter should be accepted into 



EBl7/MLn/23 
page 11 

officiai relations,..while the former should not: three resolutions were included 

at the end of document EB17/B4 for the consideration of the Board. 

The CHâlRI'IâN thanked Dr Le Roux and proposed that the Board should consider 

the first resolution on principles governing the admission of non-governmental 

organizations into official relations with Ш0 (EB17/84, page 3). 

Decision; The Board adopted the resolution on principles governing 
the admission of non-governmental organizations into official relations 
with WHO (EB17/84, page 3). 

,The CHAIRMâN invited the Board to consider the second resolution on biennial 

review of non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. 

Becisiont The Board adopted the resolution on biennial review of 
non-goverraiental organizations in official relations with WHO 
(EB17/S4, page 4). 

The CHAIRMN invited the Board to consider the third resolution on relations 

with non-governmental organizations» 

Decision： The Board adopted the resolution on relations with 
non-governmental organizations (EB17/84, page 5). 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations and. all members of the Committee. The work of that committee had 

given rise to difficulties in the past, and the Committee was therefore to be 

congratulated, on the successful achievement of its task* 



3, REPORTS ON THE WORLD HEALTH SITUATION： Item 2擊6 of the Agenda 
(Official Records No^ 6 0 , Resolution E B 1 5 . 5 1 J Official Records No

#
 63

3 

Resolution W H A 8 , 4 0 J Document EB17/57) 

The C H a I R M N invited the Board to examine the question of reports on the 

world health situation and asked the Director-General to open the discussion. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew attention to document EB17/57 in which the position 

was reviewed and certain proposals were made concerning reports on the world health 

situation
f
 The paper had been prepared in pursuance of resolution ¥HA8

#
40 and of 

resolution EB15.R51* Both those resolutions drew attention to the provisions of 

resolution 557 (XVIII) of the Economic and Social Council, and the Board would 

remember that the Council required information on the health situation for its 

biennial world survey of the social situation. Moreover, information of that 

nature was not only extremely useful for WHO in planning its programme but also 

provided an incentive for Member Governmerrts to make a realistic assessment of 

their own health situation, which would in time help them to organize their health 

planning on a sound basis• Article 61 of the 丽0 Constitution provided that 

reports should be made annually, and the Board in resolution EB7#R71 had 

recoiomended that the regional organizations use their influence to obtain 

information from the Members of the regions, in the form of uniform or comparable 

annual reports and statements suitable for incorporation in the records of "WHO. 

Last year the Regional Director fcr the Americas hod referred to the four-yearly 

reports that countries in that region had prepared for the Pan American Sanitary 

Conference, As the Director of the South-East Asia Region had mentioned a few 



days agoj the Regional Committee for that region had noted this year that 

governments in the region were still not sending in annual reports to WHO and .• 

suggested that the regional office should assist them in writing up reports until 

a system was established which they could follow on their own» That idea had 

been followed up in the discussion of the report on the Western Pacific Region. 

He therefore proposed that the reports should first of all be collected at the 

regional level and suggested, as a basis for the preparation of reports from 

those Members of the World Health Organization, also members of the Pan «American 

Sanitary Organization, the relevant portions of the questionnaire in use by the 

PASO, and as a basis for the preparation of reports by Members in other regions, 

the list of headings reproduced in Annex 4 of document A8/P&B/9, with necessary 

adjustments » 

He proposed that reports should initially be made for a four-year period, as 

it would be too ambitious at the present time to ask for more frequent ones. If 

the Board decided to recommend that governments should forward reports for the 

years 1954 to 1957，he would be in a position to submit the first report on the 

world health situation to the Eleventh World Health Assembly on the tenth anniversary 

of m o . 

Dr SIRI asked for further information concerning the procedure followed by 

regional offices once they were in possession of the reports. He particularly 

wanted to know A e t h e r the regional offices merely transmitted those reports to 

the Director-General or whether they made an evaluation of those reports before 

they forwarded them» 



The DIRECTOR-GEN!3RAL said that experience concerning such reports had so far 

only been gained in the M e r i c a n region» In that region, the Pan American Sanitary 

Bureau/Regional Office for "WHO studied the reports and made a summary of them for 

submission to the Pan American Sanitary Conference. He proposed that the 

reports should be transmitted through the regional offices to Headquarters so thst 

a world report could be prepared and submitted to the Health Assembly. It would 

however be extremely useful if regional offices helped countries in preparing their 

reports• . 

Dr SIRI said that，in his experience^ there was a general tendency to draft . 

reports in a stereotyped form which did not reflect exactly the true facts of the 

situation. It might therefore be desirable for regional offices to make an 

evaluation of the reports they received from countries^ which could accompany the 

report when it was forwarded to Headquarters and give a truer impression of the real 

situation in the country concerned-, 

Professor PtííISOT said that the Board should answer four questions in relation 

to the reports on the world health situation» The first question concerned the need 

for such reports, and its consideration had been postponed for a number of years. 

However, the Constitution of 丽0，the resolutions adopted by the Board and by the 

Health Assembly and also those of the Economic and Social Council were such that the 

matter could no longer be delayed. Moreover， the information which those reports 

would provide was of the utmost importance both to the Organization and to national 

health administrations• It was, therefore^ essential that those reports be made% 

The second question concerned the frequency of the reports. The Director-General 

had pointed out that similar reports were made to the Pan American Sanitary Conference 



every four years and proposed that reports should be made on a four-yearly basis 

throughout the world for the time being. Such a frequency should，however, be in 

the nature of an experiment, because it would be extremely useful far the reports to 

be made at more frequent intervals. Although it might not be necessary to request 

that such reports be made every year, there might be a great advantage in having 

biennial reports, since the health situation could alter considerably in two years
5 

and since the Economic and Social Council itself published its survey of the world 

social situation at biennial intervals. The Director-Generalas proposals should, 

therefore^ be supported and the Board should not lose sight of the possibility for 

countries to make biennial reports at a later stage. 

The third question referred to the form of the report • In that connexion the 

Board should repall Dr Bernard
1

s statement, a t the fifteenth session， regarding the 

need for a simple type of report which would facilitate the task of governments and 

also ehable the Secretariat easily to extract the data required’ The Director-

Generalas proposal that reports should be made on an already well-tried pattern 

should therefore be supported^ Moreover, the idea that regional offices should 

assist governments in preparing their reports and should adapt the questionnaires to 

the particular needs of the region was perfectly sounds provided that the reports 

the various regions were co-ordinated on a uniform basis at Headquarters. 

Finally, the fourth question regarded the data on which the first report on the 

vorld health situation should be made. In that respect the Director-General*s 

proposal to make such a report to the Eleventh World Health Assembly, on the tenth 

anniversary of WHO, should be supported. It would give the Health Assembly an 

opportunity of assessing the health situation of the world and of drawing useful 

conclusions for the efficient pursuit of the Organization^ work. 



Дг BRADY agreed with the Director-General
!

s proposals and with Professor 

Parisot^s remarks. The time had certainly come for a decision to be taken, as， 

apart from any other considerations, the Dir ec tor- Ge ne ral was at a disadvantage 

in international forums if he had no precise health data at his disposal. 

Certain problems "would, however, arise in connexion m t h the reports • First of 

all, it might be difficult for regional offices to decide -whether a countiy
f

s 

data were correct or not. Some latitude should be given to regional directors 

in gathering the best possible information, and the results which they could 

obtain would most probably be satisfactory since most countries now had fairly 

competent statistical services. Moreover, it should be possible to estimate a 

number of figures. The question of timing raised another problem, since the 

Director-General might not have in his possession enough information to communicate 

to the Economic and Social Council by 1957, although he would, be able to provide 

the necessary information in 1959. The Director-General might»，however, have 

his own plans to overcome that difficulty • The tenth anniversary of Ш0 certainly 

ihrould be an appropriate date on which to publish the first report on the world 

health situation. 

Dr ANWAR remarked that the less advanced countries had difficulties in 

providing satisfactoiy reports because their administrative services "were not 

sufficiently developed• He agreed，however, with Dr Brady that a number of 

figures could be estimated and he "was glad that the Director—General should propose 

to give some latitude to regional directors in adjusting questionnairs according 

to the needs of their regions. It was essential that reports should be inade, but 

it "was no less essential that they should be simple at the initial stage and, also, 



that the regional directors should be left some discretion in framing questionnaires. 

The Director-General was right not to insist on obtaining reports more frequently 

than every four years, at the present stage. • 

Dr LE ROUX observed that the Dire с tor-Gene ral would not be given very long to 

receive and co-ordinate the reports of countries, if they covered the year 1957 and 

had to be published in 1958, since some of the reporting countries were bound to be 

slow in gathering their data. The Director-General might, therefore^ find it 

desirable to collect information only for the years 1954， 1955, 1956, so that his 

report would be ready in time for the Eleventh World Health Assembly• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed with Dr Brady that it would be difficult to provide 

information to the Sconomic and Social Council in 1957. That situation would, 

however, only be a continuation of what had occurred in the past, although it vas 

to be hoped that conditions would show a great improvement by 1959. He agreed 

with Dr Le Roux that it might be difficult to get 1957 data in time to be used for 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly in 1958. The matter would， however， be further 

discussed by regional committees, and. they might recommend that information should 

only be collected until the end of 1956• The collection of such information would 

already be a notable step in the right direction. Finally, he agreed with Dr Anwar 

that some information was bound to be in the nature oí estimates, but regional 

directors -would give Member countries all possible assistance• 

The CHAIRM/Ш' drew attention to the draft resolution on reports on the world 

health situation and asked if there were any comments• 

Dr LE ROUX remarked that the words "the period 1954 to 1957" in paragraph 3(1) 

of the operative section might be too ambitious• 



The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GSiffilU.^ in order to take Dr Le Roux
1

 s suggestion M o . . ac.-CQun.t> 

proposed that the "words "as far as possible
11

 should be inserted before the "words "the 

period 1954 to 1957". 

It was so agreed^ 

Decision; The 'Board adopted the following resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Noting the report prepared by the Director-General in pursuance of resolution 
Reports on the World Health Situation¡ 

Having in iiund the discussions oí the Eighth World Health Assernbly and or the 
Board at its fifteenth session concerning the reports on this subject； 

Recalling， notably， the obligation accepted by the Member States in Article 
61 of the Constitution； and 

Confirming the responsibility of the World Health Organization to report on 
the world health situation and the conclusion that such reports are essential to 
the fulfilment of the Organization's other functions¡ 

SHITS this report prepared by the Director-General to the Ninth World 
Health Assembly 5 

2. SUGGESTS that the assembly recommend as a basis for the preparation of reports 
from those Members of the World Health Organization, also Members of the ？an American 
Sanitary Organization, the relevant portions of the questionnaire in use by the 
PAS0

3
 and as a basis for the preparation of reports by Members in other re£ioris^ 

the list of headings reporduced in imnex 4 of document A8/P&B/9，"with necessary 
adjustments 5 

3 . RECOMíIEIníDS that the Ninth World Health assembly 

(1) invite the aembers of the World Health Organization to prepare as a step 
to-ward. the fulfilment 01 their obligations under Article 61 of the Constitution^ 
a report covering as far as possible the period 1954 to 1957> 

(2) request the Director-General through the regional organizations to give 
all suitaole assistance to the Мещоег States in preparing these reports； 

(3) request 
Assembly the 
submitted by 

the Director-General to prepare for the Eleventh World Health 
first report on the world health situation suimaarizing the reports 
Members pursuant to Article 61 oí the Constitution. 



4. DECISIONS OF THE TWENTIETH S E S I O N ÜF THE ECONOMIC M D SOCIAL COUNCIL Ш ) 
TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLÏ AFFECTING 1®0«S ACTIVITIES: Agenda Item 9Д 
(Documents EB17/62, EEL7/53 and EB17/53 Add.l) 

The DEPUTÏ DIREGTÜR-GENERáL said that document EB17/62 dealt with general 

decisions affecting WHO к activities, while documents EHL7/53 and EB17/53 Add.l 

dealt more specifically with decisions on administrative and budgetary questions, 

Awong the decisions taken by the General Assembly at its Tenth Session, he must 

first mention the admission of 16 new Members, It should also be noted that the 

General Assembly had again considered the question of the review of the United 

Nations Charter and had decided that a conference for that purpose would be held 

at an appropriate time. 

The question of ways and means of providing more financial aid for the economic 

development of under-developed countries had been discussed by the General Assembly. 

Section 9 of document EB17/62 referred to the International Finance Corporation 

and indicated that the number of States which had ratified the articles of agreement 

was sufficient to ensure the establishment of the Corporation, Section 9,2 

referred to the project for the establishment of the Special United Nations Fund 

for Economic Developiient, which was . of more particular interest to the Health 

Assembly. That project was still under consideration and an expert committee would 

report on it to the General Assembly in 1957, That point was closely connected 

with the discussion that had taken place at the last World Health Assembly on a 

Special Fund. 

It should also be noted that the Trusteeship Council had e^ressed a desire to 

see the specialized agencies taking a more active part in its work, and in fulfil-

ment of that desire WHO had prepared studies on health conditions in six trust 



territories. The Director^General had also submitted three reports on health 

conditions • in rion-self-governing territories to the Committee on Information from 

Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

In presenting the previous agenda item. Reports on the World Health Situation, 

the Director-General had mentioned the new procedure employed by the Economic and 

Social Council for the study of the world social situation and for study of the 

question of со-ordination of the activities of the specialized agencies* That was 

the first year in which the new procedure had been applied but he hoped that in 

future years the Secretariat would be better prepared to answer questions and to 

submit documentation on the subject* Discussion on relations with specialized 

agencies had that year been in the form of a general discussion of all the special一 

ized agencies together and the impression had been received that that system had 

made possible a better study of the problems and had avoided repetition^ 

Section 6 dealt with work in the social field. In that connexion, the Economic 

and Social Council had studied the recommendations made by the Social Commission^ 

many of 七hem on programmes in which "WHO was co-operating. 

Dccvunent EB17/53 mentioned the examination by the Advisory Con^ittee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions of the administrative budget of WHü, the 

review of audit procedures of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and 

the procedure for review of AdiTiinistrative Tribunal judgments, The Deputy Director^ 

General drew particular attention to document ЕБ17/53 Add.l^ on the review to be 

undertaken of the system of salaries, allowances and benefits • In that document 

the Director-General summarized the history of the question and the developments 

which had taken place at the Tenth General Assembly, in particular the General 

Assembly's decision to establish an inter—governmental committee of experts to 

-undertake a comprehensive review of the United Nations salaries, allowances and 



benefits system. The Dir e с tor-General recommended to the Board that all possible 

information with regard to conditions in WHO should be submitted to the committee 

of experts, and in that connexion he drew attention to the draft resolution on 

page 3 of document EB17/53 Add.l, which the Board might d s h to adopts 

Mr MILHAÜD, United Nations, drew attention to section 8.7 of document EB17/62, 

on information on social conditions in non-self-governing t e r r i t o r i e s T h e 

Secretary-General wished special attention to be drawn to the report submitted to the 

General Assembly by the Committee on Information from Non-6elf-Governing Territories, 

The report contained three chapters dealing specifically with health questions. 

Studies for those chapters had been submitted by WHO to the Committee on Information 

from Non一Self-Governing Territories. The General Assembly had approved the report 

and had adopted resolution 929 (X), which indicated that it was evident that valuable 

contributions to the progress of non-self-governing territories might be provided 

through the assistance afforded to the governments concerned by the United Nations 

organs, including the specialized agencie s » 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-Gene rai on the decisions of the twentieth 
session of the Economic and Social Council and the tenth session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations which relate to the activities of WHO， including 
administrative and budgetary co-ordination. 

Decision? The draft resolution was adopted
é 

The CHAIRMAN proposed for the Board^s adoption the draft resolution given on 

page 3 of document EBl'7/53 Add.l 

Decision; The draft resolution was adoptad. 



5, PROPOSALS BY THE DIRECTOR-GE腿AL FOR THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE NINTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY? Agenda item 5»1 (Document EB17/44 Rev.l) 

In the absence of any comments on document EB17/44 Rev.l, the CHAIRMAN proposed 

the following draft resolution» 

"The Executive Board 

APPROVES the proposals of the Director-General for the provisional agenda 

for the Ninth World Health Assembly as amended," 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

6. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE ВСШШ ON THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME M D BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR 1957 (Document EB17/83) 

Dr Da Silva TRAVASSOS presented the report on the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates for 1957 (document EB17/83), 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ wished to make some co:ranents on section 1,1 of chapter VI of 

the report. If he remembered correctly the dis cus s ions which had taken place, when 

a division of opinion had appeared among members of the Board, the Board might have 

decided to submit the report to the Health AssemWy with a commentary explaining the 

division of views. Certain members had, however, felt that it would not redound to 

the Board's credit if it showed itself to be divided on such an important point and 

they had thought it necessary to reach a compromise. He had supported that view. 

Consequently^ a working party had met and had again stressed the need for compromise 

and a compromise had finally been, approved in the B o a r d s report» He could not 

therefore accept an introduction which stated the situation as it had existed at the 



beginning of the discussion^ saying that the Board was- almost equally divided on the 

question of whether Member governments would favour the increases in their assessments 

which the Director-General
1

 s proposals entailed. He therefore suggested that the 

first three sentences of section should be deleted and that the paragraph should 

begins 

"The Executive Board agreed to adopt resolution EB17.R28, which contains 

the following recommendations concerning the alternative proposals of the 

Director-General on the proposed programme and budget level;
11 

Dr АШШ, Professor JETTMAR and Dr SIRI strongly supported Dr Vargases proposal. 

Dr BRADY reminded the Board that during the discussions it had been suggested 

that there should be unanimous agreement on the final proposal and that suggestion 

had been rejected when put to the vote# Subsequently another member had proposed 

that minority views should Ъе included in the report, 

Dr TAHER also supported Dr Vargas
1

 s proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN put Dr Vargas
f

 s proposal to the vote. 

Decisions Dr Vargas
 }

s proposal was adopted by 13 votes to 4, with no 

abstentions
# 

The CHâliMàW recalled that in the course of the discussions Dr S ir i had 

submitted a proposal in connexion with paragraph 3#2.2 on page 68 of the report* 

He placed before the Board the following draft resolution submitted by Dr Sirij 



«The Executive Board, 

Considering that one of the main objectives of WHO is mental health as 

well as physical health and social wellbeing; 

Considering the growing importance that mental health problems are 

acquiring in all countries of the worldj and 

Recognizing that although WHO has devoted its attention to these 

problems since the commencement of its activities, it is essential to intensify 

the activities of governments as regards national mental health programmesj 

RECOMMENDS that WHO continue to promote and intensify studies in the 

field of mental health and give as much assistance as possible to governments 

in planning and carrying out programmes with this aim." 

Dr ANWAR expressed appreciation of the draft resolution but wished to propose 

two amendments to it* He proposed that the word "main" in the first paragraph should 

be deleted and that the words »all countries" in the second paragraph should be 

replaced by the words "many countries" • 

Dr SIRI said the draft resolution he had submitted, differed slightly from 

previous statements he had made on the problem. He had presented the proposal 

because he had been informed by Dr Sutter that despite decreases in some years the 

general trend was for the budget of the Organization to increase steadily from year 

to year. 

In connexion with the first amendment proposed by Dr Anwar he pointed out that 

it was necessary to stress the importance of mental health so as to bring it hoi® to the 

people who would read the resolution. He felt that for that purpose the word "main" 

had greater force, and psychological considerations must be borne in mind in drafting 



EBl7/Min/
2

3 
page 25 

the resolution^ He had no decided objection to Dr Anwar's second amendment, 

although he felt that in that case also the general impression to be given should Ъе 

considered rather than extreme accuracy of detail, 

Dr MONTALVAN strongly supported Dr Siri
T

s draft resolution and supported the 

inclusion of the word "main". 

Dr A W A R said that after hearing Dr Sirias views he would change his amendment 

to propose that the word "main
11

 should be replaced by the word
 11

 important" • 

Dr SIRI said he would not too strongly contest the amendment
}
 which appeared to 

deal with a mere shade of expression. He did^ however^ urge Dr Anwar to accept 

"main", which seemed to him to express his thought better
t 

He accepted Dr Anwar^s second amendment» 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote Dr Anwar
1

 s amendment for replacement of the word 

"main" Ъу the word “ important" • 

Decision^ Dr Anwar
1

s amendment was adopted by 9 votes to 4 with 4 abstentions, 

The GHAIRMW put to the vote Dr Siri' s drsif"b resolution, as sitionded.» 

Decisionsg 

(1) Dr Sir i ̂  s draft resolution as amended was adopted ty 15 votes to none 

with 2 abstentions, 

(2) The report on bhe Proposed Programe and Budget Estimates for 1957 
(document SB17/83) was adopted as amended» 



1, DATE AND PLACE OF THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Agenda item 5.5 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Ninth World Health Assembly would meet on 

Tuesday, 8 May and would problably last until Saturday, 26 May, He therefore 

suggested Monday, 28 May, as a suitable date for the opening of the eighteenth session 

of the Board, 

Professor PARISOT pointed out that when the duration of the summer session of the 

Executive Board was considered it was found that it had gradually decreased in length 

over the years from about one week to a mere day. The fact that the summer session 

of the Board was so short might have certain disadvantages. In particular it meant 

that insufficient time might be devoted to the discussion of important questions. 

As an example, he drew attention to the plan presented by the Secretariat at the 

sixteenth session far the organizational study on programme planning. There had been 

little discussion of that preliminaiy plan at the sixteenth session and as a result, 

although the Secretariat had faithfully followed the plan approved by the Board, the 

Board had spent several days at its seventeenth session dis
0
ussing and completely 

modifying the structure and substance of the report. Obviously such a system of 

working was not satisfactory. Since it had been decided that the rough outline of 

that report would again be discussed at the next session of the Board, it was important 

to ensure that sufficient time was allowed. He therefore asked the Director-General 

whether he could indicate the approximate duration of the next session of the Board. 

Dr SIRI supported the views expressed by Professor Parisot, and the example the 

latter had given. He fully realized that members of the Board could not stay in 

Geneva indefinitely and that some limit must be placed on their discussions, but it was 

highly undesirable to rush through discussions at the expense of thorough consideration 

of the items. 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said Professor Parisot had raised a difficult question* 

In June 1955, in view of the special circumstances of the session, which was held 

away from Headquarters^ the Secretariat had been instructed to reduce the agenda to 

a minimum and had therefore placed on the agenda only subjects discussion of which 

at that session was absolutely essential. He fully agreed, however, that it would 

be desirable for the Board to sit longer at its next session and he suggested it 

should meet at least from Monday to Friday• There would be a fairly full agenda 

before the Board at the eighteenth session including reports of expert committees
y 

and the length of the session would also depend on the urgent subjects referred to 

the Board by the Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Dr SUAREZ agreed with the Dir ector-Gener al that full advantage must be taken 

of the Board
l

s next session to make progress in its work. 

Dr MONTALVAN agreed with Professor Parisot
f

s views on. the length of the session. 

So far as the opening date was concerned he suggested that if the Assembly-

concluded its work on Friday or Saturday the Board should commence on Tuesday rather 

than Monday» That would give the Secretariat time to prepare documents and would 

also allow the six new members of the Board to make contact with the Secretariat and 

study the documents. If his suggestion that the Board begin on Tuesd^r was 

accepted, he felt its session should continue until at least Friday or Saturday, 

Dr SIRI urged that the length of the session should not be reduced if the Board 

met on Tuesday or Wednesday. 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said Dr Hontalvan's suggestion was very good from the 

Secretariates point of view, but so far as new members were concerned he thought 

it would be better if the Board met for a short time on the Monday to elect its 

officers. It could then, if necessary, adjourn its actual work until Tuesday so 

that members would have time to study the documentation» 

Dr MONTALVAN welcomed the Director-General' s proposal, particularly if 

documents could be provided for the Mondsy, 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following draft resolution: 

«The Executive Board, 

DECIDES to hold its eighteenth session at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, 

from Monday 28 May 1956," 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5.35 p » ^ 


