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APPOINTMENT OF AD HOC COMMITTEE 0? IKE BOARD TO CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE 
EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 03? TKS ORGANIZATION FOR 1955： Item 8.8 
of the Agenda (Document ЕБ17/2) 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Board's attention to the draft resolution contained in 

document EB17/2 and nominated Dr Vargas-Méndez, Dr Brady and Dr Vollenweider as 

members of the ad hoc committee to consider the External Auditor's report. He pointed 

out that the ad hoc committee met one day before the Health Assembly and therefore the 

data 7 May 1956 should be inserted in the resolution. 

Dr ANWAR seconded the Chairman's nomination of Dr Vargas-Méndez, Dr Brady and 

Dr Vol2.enweider. 

Decision; The draft resolution contained in document EB17/2 was adopted with 
тттшлямааг ишм^яшяш^щ _ ‘ 

the additions proposed by the Chairman (see resolution EB17#R53)• 

2. WHO PARTICIPATION IN ОБЕ EXPANDED EROGMMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: Item 4.1 
of the Agenda (Resolution №148,32- Documents EB17/48

1

 and EB17/WP/8) 

Dr DOROLIE, Deputy Director-General, presented the Directors-General
f

 s report on 

WHO participation in the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

(document ЕВ17Д8) .
1

 He drew attention 

information on activities during 1955" 

financial situation of the programme had 

was that a final decision had been taken 

with regard to project waivers for local 

was dealt with in section б and in Annex 

to section 2 of the document, which gave 

Tiae figures in section 2.2 showed that the 

improved in 1955. Another important point 

in 1955 by the Technical Assistance Board 

costs of international staff• That point 

1 of the document. 

Reproduced as Annex to Off. Rec. Wld Kith Org. 68 



TAB had not been in favour of continuing project waivers for local costs. The 

only organization participating in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance which 

was not in agreement with that view had been WHO» The matter had been referred by TAB 

to the Technical Assistance Committee, which, as members knew, was composed of government 

representatives. TAC had ruled that TAB had the necessary authority to take a decision 

on the subject and TAB had decided not to continue waivers on a project basis for local 

costs, with a temporary arrangement to continue waivers for those Ш0 projects for which 

waivers had been granted previously• In the case o| those projects^ waivers would 

continue until the end of 1956 or until the termination of the project, whichever was 

sooner • 

During 1955 the new legislation on country planning procedures had taken effect 

for the planning of the 1956 programme. TAB had met in October 1955 and had prepared 

an integrated programme which it had submitted to TAG in November • Members of the 

Board would remember that WHO had felt some concern with regard to the implementation оГ 

the new procedure. In view of the programme submissions made by countries it had not 

been necessary to apply the 85 per cent, miniiiium rule for the allocation of funds
9
 and 

it was still not known how it would work out in practice. 

In discussing tho proposed budget for 1957, the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance had made reference to plans for 1957 expenditure under 

Technical Assistance• For an account of that discussion he referred members to the 

report of the Standing Committee• It should be noted that the total sum approved for 

WHO-sponsored projects for 1956 constituted about 19.65 per cent, of the total 

expenditure for the Technical Assistance ргодгатшо» The historical percentage share 



of ШО^ under the former system of automatic allocation of funds to participating 

organizations, had been 21.25 per cent, so the reduction was not large, but he pointed 

out that that was the first year in which the new procedure had been applied and many-

countries had presumably not introduced drastic changes in their programme planning• 

There was no guarantee as to what would happen in future years unless national 

governments ensured that sufficient attention was given to health projects in their 

country requests# 

He pointed out that the important factor to be noted in 1956 was that the 

Category II projects were only for substitution purposes； projects in that category-

were not to be added to Category I» For 1957> as was shown in Official Records No. 66, 

estimates of funds available must be based on guesswork, WHO tentative targets were 

shown on page 15 of document EB17/48, but those figures were tentative and TAC would 

approve the 1957 progranme only at the end of 1 9 5 a f t e r governments had presented 

their integrated requests,. 

Another important point was the question of regional projects under the Technical 

Assistance programrae• In view of the new cotintry programming procedure^ TAB and TAG 

had considered regional projects as a special problem, since they were not developed 

on the basis of requests by Individual governments• TAB and TAG had therefore agreed 

that 10 per cent, of the resources available for field projects would bé earmarked for 

regional projects but that arrangemerrb was subject to review by TAC and it was most 

important that Ш0 should follow developments in that matter very carefully
f 

Another point of major importance was that following the changes in the structure 

of TAB^ the World Haalth Assembly had not yet expressed a final opinion on the changes 

of legislation. The Executive Board might wisja to consider, now that the new. system 
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had been in operation for a year
}
 whether the tirae had not come for the Health 

Assembly to take a positive attitude towards it. 

Since most members of the Executive Board wore thoroughly familiar with the 

problems of the Technical Assistance programme’he would not elaborate further on the 

Director-General's report but would be glad to answer any questions raised by members• 

In order to facilitate the Board's work the Secretariat had prepared a working paper 

(document EB17/WP/3) containing three very preliminary draft resolutions. He 

emphasized that those draft resolutions did not constitute proposals but were merely 

intended to help the Board in its discussion。 

Dr ANWAR referred to the first report of the Standing С omit tee on Administration 

and Finance^ which the Board had already approved
c
, In that report, the Standing 

Committee emphasized that the amounts eventually available to finance prograrames under 

Technical Assistance depended entirely on the priority given by various countries to 

health projects within their integrated country programmes, as well as on the total 

resources available to the Technical Assistance programme. He also drew the Board
1

 s 

attention to the emphasis laid by the Standing Committee on the Technical Assistance 

programme. 

He therefore proposed that the Executive Board should recommend to the 

Health Assembly that the Assembly take into account the emphasis placed by the 

Standing Committee on the Technical Assistance programme and find appropriate ways 

of bringing the matter to the attention of governments
9 



— 乂 》 . — 

ЕВ17/МШ/21 Rev.l 

It was important to do so since the promotion of health prograrranes under the 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance would depend entirely on the tmderstand-

ing within national governments of the place of health development in the total 

economic and social development of a country. 

The DEPUTY DIKEXJTOR-GENSIAL wondered whether paragraphs 7 and 8 of the 

draft resolution on pages 5 _ 7 of document EB17/WP/8 would cover Dr Anwarfs point 

or -whether Dr Anwar would prefer still greater emphasis to be laid on it. 

The CHAIRMAN said the question of WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of 

Technical Assistance was a most important subject• Members had, however, expressed 

their opinions on it fully on many previous occasions• In the absence of any further 

comments on the subject, he proposed that the Board should consider the draft 

resolutions in document EB17/WP/8. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GEMSRâL drew attention to paragraph Д of the first draft 

resolution, in which the Board expressed an opinion on the organizational changes 

in the Technical Assistance programme• He repeated that the Board might wish to 

consider whether the time had now come to adopt a definite attitude towards the new 

developiïîents and pointed out that paragraph 4 warranted serious consideration• 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the words "so far" might be inserted after the words 

"that it note with approval these developments"« 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the paragraph might be redrafted to 

read: "Recommends to the Ninth World Health Assembly that it note idth approval 

the developments which have so far occurred concerning.•. 

Decision: The first draft resolution was adopted as thus amended (see resolution 



« 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ drew attention to the importance of the point referred to 

in paragraph 4 of the second draft resolution and wondered, whether the drafting 

of that paragraph was sufficiently strong• 

№ CALDERWOOp, adviser to Dr Brady asked Aether the representative of the 

Technical Assistance Board could provide any information as to ТАВ'з experience on 

. . ： 
the question of local costs• 

Mr OBEZ, Technical Assistance Board, said the system of payment of local 

subsistence costs had been of considerable concern to "WHO. The present position 

was that such costs were paid by governments which received technical assistance 

under the Expanded Prograimie of Technical Assistance but were not paid by those 

governments "when technical assistance was received under WHO's regular programme• 

So far as TAB ̂ s experience was concerned, he could make two comments• In the 

first place, the local costs contributed by governments in 1955 had amounted to a 

little more than the equivalent of 600 000. It was mathematically obvious that 

if those costs had not been paid by governments^ projects for an equivalent sum 

could not have been undertaken• On the other hand, he agreed with the Director-

General of WHO that administration of that system of payment of local subsistence 

costs was not always simple• The rate of local subsistence costs might change 

from time to time and the ^jhole question might give rise to difficulties for the 

governments which had to contribute the additional sums# 

The whole problem, together with other aspects of the Technical Assistance 

programme, would be reexamined in a stuc^r which had been requested by TAG and 

líhich was being prepared by i\AB in close consultation with the organizations 
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participating in the programme# That study would show what improvements could be 

made in the programme^ in particular to develop activities and to facilitate and 

simplify its administratioxu This might give an opportunity for TAC to consider the 

problem again and there was no doubt that the Committee would at that time take into 

account the views expressed by the Ш0 Executive Board and Assembly, 

Decision糞 The second draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17-R55)* 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that, in view of Dr Anwar^s remark^ it 

inight be desirable to amend paragraph 7 of the third draft resolution to read: 

"RECOMMENDS that the Health Assembly call the attention of the 

Member States to •••” 

Dr ANWAR expressed satisfaction with tho proposed ainendment * 

He farther pointed out that in the course of the discussion emphasis had also 

been laid on the role of regional offices in helping national governments and health 

administrations to include their programmes in the total national health programme 

under Technical Assistance• He suggested that a reference to that should be 

inserted in the draft resolution# 

The DEPUTT DIRECTOR-GENERAL thanked Dr Anwar for raising the point and 

proposed that a new paragraph should be inserted between the present paragraphs 8 and 

9 reading5 

"RECOMMENDS to the Director-General that all possible assistance be 

given m t h the means at their disposal by the regional offices to Merriber 

States at the time of the planning of the programme
1

^ 



Dr ANWAR accepted the proposed amendment. 

• *• « 

Decision: The third draft resolution in document EB17/WP/8 was adopted 
as amended (çee resolution EB17。R56)

0 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr Obez, representative of the Technical Assistance Board, 

to make a statement on the item under discussion. . ' 

Mr OBEZ, Technical Assistance Board, said he had had the privilege of partici-

pating as an observer for three consecutive years in the discussions of the Executive 

Board. As a result of that e^erience^ he had not fallen into the error of imagining 

that the calm and harmony of the discussion which had just taken place meant that 

Ш0 was indifferent to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, He would not, 

on the other hand， venture to be unduly optimistic» 

He saw two principal reasons for the lack of controversy in the debate « The 

first was that the Birector-General had presented a very clear and. complete report 

似 hich had been supplemented by the Deputy Director—Gene ral
1

 s lucid presentation of 

it. к second reason, illustrated by the resolutions just adopted by the Board, was 

that over the years certain improvements had taken place in the functioning of the 

Technical Assistance programme• Nevertheless, much still remained 1>p be done. 

Procedures must bq simplified and efforts must be continued to persuade the governments 

which had so generously supported the United Nations ̂  effort in favour of under-

developed countries to establish the programme on a more stable basis, which would 

allow for long-term planning
#
 The Technical Assistance Board would do its utmost 

to that end and he vas sure it would receive valuable assistance in its task
4

 from the 

WHO representative^ who had always taken a very activo part in its >югк
# 
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3. PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGYi Item 2.3 of the Agenda (Resolution 
ША8.34； Documents EB17/35, EB17/35 Add.l Rev.l, and EB17/WP/9) 

PROTECTION AGAINST ROENTGEN 脚 ISOTOPIC RADIATIONS! Item 2“ of the 
Agenda (Resolution EB13,R54; Document EB17/30) 

EFFECTS OF RADIATION ON HUM/IN GENETICS: Item 2 of th^ Supplemmtary Agenda 

(Official Records No. 63, pages 241-242, 249 and 262; Document EB17/55) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the Board should consider item 2«4 

"Protection against roentgen and isotopic radiations" and supplementary item 2, 

"Effects of radiation on human genetics", in conjunction with item 2.3，"Peaceful 

uses of atomic energy", since the three subjects wore so closely connected that they 

could not be discussed separately without considerable repetition. 

Historically, the Executive Boardf s work had begun with item 2.4-, on protection 

against roentgen and isotopic radiations* At its thirteenth session, on the recom-

mendation of the Austrian Government, the Board had decided to undertake a study 

on national legislation with regard to roentgen and isotopic radiations. As document 

ЕВ 17/ЗО indicated, the first result of the study was the publication of a document 

entitled "National Laws and Regulations on Radiation Protection". That document had 

been distributed to members of the Board at the beginning of the session, but the 

Dire с t or-Gener al had publiáied it earlier for the benefit of delegations to the 

International conference on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Snergy. It was the only 

existing compilation of national legislation on the subject. It was now considered 

that the problem came under the general problem of the peaceful uses .of atomic 

energy. 

Similarly, the item proposed by the GovernBient of Denmark on the effects of 

radiation on human genetics was one of the points î jhich the Director-General in his 



report recommended for study^ and the views expressed by that government "were such 

as to reinforce those expressed by the Director-Generaln Consequently it would be 

seen that there was a V6ry close connexion between the three items • 

The Director-General
f

 s report on his activities had been presented in two 

parts， document EB17/35 and document EB17/35 Add.l Rev.l^ because developments in 

the matter were taking place rapidly and certain information had emerged and United 

Nations discussions had'taken place after the first part of the report had been 

drawn up。 Document EB17/35 was a review of the events which had occurred since 

the Board's session in January 1955• 工七 summarily described the Geneva Conference 

on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy, at which Ш0 was represented by a five-

member de le gat ion • The Çïrganization had submitted two. papers • The fact that 

one wag presented orally marked the fact that the Conference recognised that 

health and medical aspects were one factor in the development of the peaceful 

uses of atcjmic energy• The subject of that paper had been the general problem 

of protection against radiations from the public health point of view» Another 

contribution had been a paper on education and training in the health and medical 

uses of atomic energy. Both thosç papers were annexed to th6 Director-G6neral
1

 s 

report
e
 A third document^ the compilation of legislation previously mentioned, 

had been distributed to delegate s • The two papers presented to the Conference 
* - . 

would appear in its proceedings
5
 which would be published in sixteen large volumes• 

Facts of interest to medicine, health, and protection； would be found in four of 

those volumes.» 



The Director-General
1

s report continued with an account of recent dieeussion 

in the United Nations General Assembly and in the Administrative Committee on 

Go-ordination• A provisional plan of action for the immediate future was 

detailed in Annex 5 of the D ire ct or -Gene ra 1
1

 s report « In drawing up that plan 

the Director-General had based himself on discussions in the Executive Board 

and the Health Assembly, but he would be glad to receive criticisms^ suggestions 

or support from members of the Board for the policy he had expressed on behalf 

of the Organization^ 

In the supplementary report, document EB17/35 Add.l there was an attempt 

to show on the basis of information received during the session of the Sub-

committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on the Peaceful Uses 

of Atomic Energy the various bodies existing or to be established in the United 

Nations family to deal with the subject of atomic energy. In the first place
д 

the General Assembly had decided to continue the Advisory Committee on Atomic 

Energy^ whose aim had been to help the Secretary-General to prepare for the 

International Conference and whose task would now be not only to prepare for 

subsequent conferences but also to advise the Secretary-General wherever that 

was deemed necessary» Secondly, the General Assembly had set up a Scientific 

Committee on Atomic Radiation， composed of scientists of fifteen Member States, 

to study the possibility of assembling quickly all existing scientific 

Information on the observed levels of radiation in the environment and on 

the effects of radiation upon man. Thirdly, at the fifteenth session of 

the Executive Board and at the Eighth World Health Assembly thëre had been 

mention of the creation of an international agency on atomic energy• A group 



of nations was now sponsoring the creation of that agency and had distributed to 

all Members of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies a draft statute 

for it. Unfortunately, the specialized agencies themselves had not yet received 

that text and the Director-General could only submit unofficially for information 

the text which had appeared in the New York Times in October, as the Director-

General of ILO had done for the governing body of that organization• He hoped 

the Secretary General of the United Nations would soon be airthorizsd by the 

sponsors to distribute the text officially to all the specialized agencies. 

Finally, within the United Nations Secretariat the Administrative Committee 

on Co-ordination had established a Sub-Committee on atomic questions. The Sub-

Committee had held its first session in December 1955 under the chairmanship of 

the Secretary General himself, which showed the importance the Secretary General 

attached to the problem. The meeting was an opportunity for receiving and dis-

cussing information on the possibilities ôf liaison with existing bodies con-

nected with atomic energy, and those about to be established. Actual co-

ordination of the activities of specialized agencies in atomic energy had not 

been attempted to any great extent at that first meeting since some agencies 

were not ready at that.time to state their positions. Some organizations, 

including WHO, had however been able to submit their programme in general terms. 

Liaison with the Advisory Committee on Atomic Energy was a simple matter because 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations was Chairman both of the Advisory 

Committee on Atomic Energy and of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, 

and arrangements had been made to enable specialized agencies, members of the 



Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, to state their views to the Advisory-

Committee either through the Chairman or directly. Liaison with the Scientific 

Committee on Atomic Radiation was a more delicate problem because the latter was 

a governmental body established by the United Nations, and the Sec ret ary -General 

was now studying possibilities of liaison. . In any case, the Secretary-General 

would ex.officio attend the Scientific Committee, and it was hoped that it would 

be possible through him to show the Scientific Committee the role which specia-

lized agencies, and particularly WHO, could play in collecting information on 

the effect of radiations. It was too soon as yet to speak of relations with 

the proposed international agency on atomic energy, but the Director-General had 

stressed in the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 

that at the time of the constitution of the agency it was essential that its 

members should know exactly what other organizations were doing, so as to avoid 

duplication of work and of fields of competence. The Secretary-General of the 

United Nations had undertaken to explain the views of the specialized agencies 

to the group of countries sponsoring the establishment of the international 

agency and WHO had forwarded to the S ее re t ary «Gene ral a note based on the docu-

ments before the Board. The Secretary General had been asked by all organiza-

tions represented on the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-

ordination to urge that the specialized agencies be invited to the constituent 

conference for the new agency and that they be given an opportunity to express 

their views there. It was important that the Executive Board should express 

an opinion which would strengthen the Director-General
1

 s position. 



So far as the programme for the immediate future was concerned^ the WHO • 

Secretariat had recruited a new medical official who had a specialized knowledge 

of physics and atomic energy and a second similar post was proposed in the budget 

f o r 1 9 5 7 . ： 

With regard to other activities, the Health Assembly had approved the 

holding of tvo expert committee meetings in 1956， and one expert committee 

meeting was proposed In the 1957 budget. It was now almost certain that it 

would not be possible to hold tvo expert committee meetings in 1956 and that 

two study groups would have to be convened instead. The first group would 

study to what extent WHO could help in the standardization of radiation and 

of certain isotopes used in medicine, and to what extent WHO could intervene 

effectively in the professional training of various specialists such as doctors^ 

engineers and health physicists. The second group would consider the possi-

bility of undertaking further studies on genetic effects of radiation on man. 

From the discussions which had taken place with geneticists at the time of 

the International Conference on Atomic Energy it appeared essential first to 

clear the ground and try to harmonize conflicting views. At present some 

specialists felt it was impossible to assess the effect of radiations on man by-

studying man himself; and that the only feasible approach was to continue genetic 

studies on animals and then extrapolate the results. Others felt that by 

studying human populations normally exposed to higher than average concen-

trations of radiation or populations vhich had been exposed to intense 

radiation over a short periodл or by studying the offspring of persons pro-

fessionally exposed to radiation, it would be possible to drav conclusions 



on human genetics« It was thus essential to assemble geneticists of the 

different schools of thought and let them hear the views of public health 

specialists acquainted with demographic problems before a decision could be 

reached on the possibility of such studies. The Director-General thought a 

study group for that purpose might meet in August^ when many prominent gene-

ticists would be in Europe for. the International Human Genetics Congress in 

Copenhagen» 

With regard to activities which had already taken place, he would mention 

the course organized by the Regional Office for Europe for the training of 

health physicists (ra d iophys ic iens sanitaires)> The course had been held 

in Stockholm under the combined auspices of. WHO, the Swedish Government and 

.the United States Atomic Energy Commission^ and had not only been highly 

successful but had served to give valuable experience to WHO in organizing 

courses of this nature« It was hoped that it would be possible to hold a 

similar course in France during the coming year» 

Document EB17/35, section 5 mentioned the Director-Generai
1

8 intention 

of publishing a monograph of reasonable size on the chief facts 

brought out by the Atomic Energy Conference which were of particular interest 

to public health workers • 

In document ЕВ17ДГР/9 the Secretariat had prepared a preliminary draft 

resolution to assist the Board in its discussion of the subject• 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Deputy Director-General'for his most interesting 

statement and agreed that items 2.3 and 2,4 of the agenda and item 2 of the 

supplementary agenda шге so closely related that they should be considered 

together • 



Professor PARISOT considered the items now under discussion to be the most 

important on the Board
1

 s agenda for the present session. As the Deputy Director-

General had pointed out, the present discussion and the documente referring to it 

could be divided into two parts• The Board had been informed by the Deputy 

Director-General and through document EB17/35 of the events which had taken place 

since the preliminary discussions of the peaceful uses of atomic energy at the 

fifteenth s ession of the Board. Consultations had taken place, particularly in 

the Sub-Committe6 of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, and the 

Dir ее tor -Genera 1 was to be congratulated for the firm position which he had taken 

during the discussions in that Sub-Coramittee concerning th6 role and responsibilities 

of WHO, It was essential that the role of WHO in relation to the newly created 

bodies should be sharply defined. The immense scientific and technical achieve-

mentsr in the development of atomic energy raised a number of problems in the field 

of public health, which neither national administrations nor WHO could afford to 

ignore. Moreover, WHO was in the best position to gather the relevant information 

concerning the possible harmful effects of radiation on health, and it was there-

fore its duty to give advice and support to national administrations in that field 

with all the means at its disposal. The 'Board should uphold the position taken 

by the Director-General in the Administrative Oommittee on Co-ordination. 

It was astonishing that the document concerning the establishment of the 

atomic energy agency should not have yet been communicated officially to WHO夕 

because the concentration of effort on the economic and industrial atomic energy 

programmes might lead people to overlook the fact that public health could be 



endangered by the very development of those programmes. In that, as in other 

spheres, it was desirable that public health authorities^ with the co-operation 

of the Organization, should Ьб in a position to take the necessary preventive 

measures before it was too late. 

The Board should give special attention to the Working Paper submitted by 

WHO to the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Go-ordination 

(document EB17/35, Annex 5) and it should be prepared to make suggestions con-» 

cerning future measures to be taken. The steps already taken by the Organization 

were most commendable and the responsibilities of WHO outlined in Annex 5 to 

document EB17/35 placed the correct emphasis ôn the various problems to be con-

sidered. The training of health personnel in that specialized field was a vital 

necessity and the course in health physics organized at Stockholm was a useful 

first step in the right direction. It was also an essential function of WHO to 

collect and distribute information on the medical problems of atomic energy and 

on the medical use of radio-isotopes. The health problems involved in the control 

of the location of reactors and in the disposal of radio-active waete from factories, 

laboratories and hospitals must be very carefully studied if accidents were to be 

prevented. The Director-General had also been right in insisting on the need 

for standardization and on the stimulation and co-ordination of research work on 

the health aspects of radiation. 

The Director-General was also to Ьб congratulated on the planning of two 

study groups, one on the effects of radiation on human genetics and another on 

the somatic effects of radiation* The congress to be held in August on the 
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former question would bri.ng together a very largo Dumbex- of experts in genetics 

who could begin to grappls with the nany iHuricate problems wiiih which they were 

faced• It would also provide an opportunity for specialists in different 

branches to raee^ one another . The second type of study was no less essential 

because little xvas known of the long-term effects of radiation or of the influence 

which the absorption of unduly hsavy radiation had on ths human body • All the 

pathological ̂шр̂сЬэ cxf ra‘3iation raust be studied as a matter of urgency^ in 

order not only to detect the harmful effects of radiation^ but also to devise 

suitable preventive neasures. 

The Organisation must work in close co-opsration with othor specialized 

agencies such аз ILC^ FAO and UNESCO so 'that a common approach could be made to 

all problems
 л
 More over

 5
 all s tudies should be made as a matter of urgency in 

order not to bs overtaken by s cdentdf1c progress• The WHO programme in the 

field of atórale energy must be r apidly put' into operation. It comid be con-

fidently assumed that ü e Director- would continue to stress the necessity 

and urgency of the matter, and the БоагЛ must be prepared to endorsо the 

necessary increased 6.Tper
A
ditiirs for "the development of the work

e 

As the Deputy Director-General bad pcjnted cut. four of the sixteen volumes 

that would make up the rsport of th-s firs Unit^-i Nations Conference on the 

Peaceful Uses of Atomic Eii6rgy wculld have a tsaring on health problems. It was 

therefore essen+.ial that a rrionograph baced 0:1 thc-vSe four volumes should be 

published at an s arly date to provide the ncco^sary infonnation to public health 

experts and members of the шеЛся! profession who wегз not familiar with atomic 

energy problems、. 



statement by the Director-

1954 (Official Records No
#
 59, 

page X): 

"I cannot conclude these irrfcroductory remarks on WHO
1

 s work in 
1954 without mentioning briefly a new challenge which faces the 
Organization as a result of the modern discoveries of science and 
medicine• It has indeed become increasingly clear in recent years 
that， sooner or later, WHO would have to assume responsibility for 
assessing the possible effects on health of the unprecedented inter-
ference with natural processes now occurring over large areas of the 
world• For example

 >
 to what extent is the balance of nature being 

affect6d by the wholesale destruction of insects? What will be the 
long-term results of the extensive use of antibiotics? How will the 
disease patterns of the population be influenced by the intense efforts 
now being made to raise the standards of environmental sanitation and of 
hygiene in general? How important is the contamination of the air, 
soil and water caused by the increased use of atomic energy?" 

Those words of the D ire с t or -Ge rier a 1
}
 far from being purely philosophical 

considerations, were a clear warning of all the difficulties that might face 

national health administrations in the future• There was no question of pre-

venting progress, but the Organization must be constantly aware of all the 

harmful consequences which such progress might entail. If the Organization did 

not кбер a permanent watch on all the problems that might arise
}
 it would not be 

able to devise the preventive measures which would be infinitely preferable to 

any possible cure. 

Dr VCLLENWEIDER said that the explanations given by the Deputy Director-

General were extremely interesting and that the Board should give all possible 

support to the Direct or «Gênerai in his efforts to со — ordinate activities con-

The attention of the Board should be drawn to a 

General in the introduction to his Annual Report for 

cerning the effects of atomic radiation on the human body,, Although the Deputy 
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Director-General had only referred to co-operation with the United Nations 

specialized agencies, it was also to be hoped that WHD would avoid any duplication 

of work with such intergovernmental organizations as CEEC, EURiiTCM and CERN. 

Mr CALDERWOOD asked if further information could be given concerning the role 

of WHO in the Sub«-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination• He 

would also welcome some information from the Director-General on his plans for work 

on atomic energy at WHO Headquarters and particularly on the possible establishment 

of new units fôr that work and on probable staff increases. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, in answer to Dr Vollenweider
1

 s question, said 

that there was no risk of duplication with the other organizations he had mentioned, 

since they were interested either in the economic aspe et s of atomic power or in 

fundamental research in nuclear physics. 

In answer to Professor Parisot and Mr Calderwood he would point out that the 

sub-committee of ACC, now known as "SUBATOM", had only held one preliminary meeting 

in December 1955 to which the working paper giving the Director-GeneralJs views 

(EB17/35, Annex 5) had been submitted. Contacts had also been made with the 

representatives of other specialized agencies such as ILO, FAO and UNESCO• Doctiment 

EB17/35 Add Л Rev»l provided information concerning developments since that meeting 

and gave a brief outline of the functions of the three bodies specifically con-

cerned with atomic energy. It had been decided that the next meeting of ^SUBáTCM" 

should be held at the same time as that of the Advisory Committee on Atomic Energy 
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probably in March 1956. That would ensure co-ordination between the Advisory 

Committee and
 n

SUBAT0M
n

# The specialized agencies were working in close liaison 

on the question of atomic energy, and an informal joint meeting between 工LO, FAO, 

UNESCO and WHO had been held early in 1955 to ensure со-ordination. Visits had 

been exchanged with FAO and close contact maintained with UNESCO and IL0, so that 

co-ordination was assured both at the policy-making level of the Directors-General 

and at the technical level» 

In answer to Mr Calderwood's second question he would refer to documents 

EB17/35 and EB17/35 Add J-Revd, which gave a suiranary of the Dire с tor-General
1

 s 

immediate plans• It should be remembered that the Eighth World Health Assembly had 

approved the appointment of a medical officer for work in the field of atomic energy> 

and the D ir e с t or -Ge ne ra X now proposed that a second medical officer should be appointed 

because the field was too vast to come within the competence of a single expert• 

Provision had also been made for consultants to help in the preparations for the 

first meeting of the Study Group on methods of standardization of units and of 

training， and at least one consultant would be needed to prepare the preliminary-

meeting on the effects of radiation on human genetics » In that connexion, the 

Board should know that a consultant had already acted as observer for the 

Organization at a meeting held at Harwell on the effects of radiation. Although 

the material for the monograph on the report of the Conference on the Peaceful 

Uses of Atomic Energy was being assembled by the existing staff of the Organization, 

it was likely that the services of a consultant would also be needed，so that the 

document could be drafted in langue ge that would be easy to understand for public 

health experts unfamiliar with atomic terminology. It was probable that more 



publications would be needed on the question of atomic energy^ but it was still 

too early to know the exact scope of those publications, because the extent of 

the information available was not yet known • 

The CHAIRMáN invited the Board to consider the draft resolutions on the items 

under discussion and asked the Deputy Director-General to give a brief explanation 

of those resolutions* 

The DEPUTY DIRECTCîî_GENERAL said that the draft resolution in document 

was a general resolution on the peaceful uses of atomic energy• 

The second resolution concerned protection against roentgen and isotopic radiations, 

while the third resolution, on the effects of radiation on human genetics, had 

been drafted in order to take into account the request of the Danish Government • 

The CHAIRMN invited the Board to consider first of all the resolution in 

document EB17/WP/9 on the peaceful uses of atome energy- (item 2,3 of the agenda) • 

Mr GALDEIMDOD proposed that the words "in all questions re gar ding" in the 

fourth paragraph of the preamble be deleted and replaced by the words "in regard 

to"» He also proposed that paragraph 1 should be redrafted as follows: 

"RSQUSSTS the Direotor-General to transmit to the Ninth World 

Health Assembly a statement concerning any developments which may 

subsequently take place"» 

He proposed that the words "of the ЛСС" should be inserted after the word 

"sub-committee" in paragraph 3 of the resolution recoinraended for adoption by the 

Ninth VJorld Health Assembly• With regard to paragraph 4 of that resolution he 



suggested that the phrase, "governments responsible for the creation of the inter-

national a g e n c y • • b e replaced by "governments sponsoring the establishment of 

an international a g e n c y H e also queried the need for the phrase, "in the 

field of medicine and public health"• 

Finally, he proposed that paragraph 5 of the resolution recoranended to the 

Ninth World Health Assembly should be redrafted as follows: 

"BELIEVES that "WHO should be represented at the meetings of these 

bodies and especially at the conference for the establishment of the . 

international agency on atomic energy, and requests the Director-General 

to take appropriate steps towards that end," 

The DEPUTY D胆CTOR_GEHSRAL considered that all the amendments proposed by 

Mr Calderxxood would improve the resolution and. proposed that the words^ "in the 

field of medicine• and public health"
?
 in paragraph 4 of the resolution recommended 

to the Ninth World Health Assembly, should be deleted and replaced by the words 

"in the field of health" • 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution on the peaceful uses 
of atomic energy in document EB17/t

R

JP/9, as amended (see resolution 
EB17.R57). . 
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The GILIIKMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution on protection 

against roentgen and isotopic radiations. 

» 

Decision: Thé Board adopted the draft resolution on the protection' against 
roentgen and isotopic radiations (for text, see resolution EB17»R5S)• 

The pHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution on the effects 

of radiation on human genetics. 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution on the effects of 
radiation on human genetics (for text, see resolution ЕВ17,П58), 

4. ESTABLISHMENT AND ТЕШ-IS OF REFZRSKCE OP Л С01ФИТТЕЕ OF THE EXECUTIVE 
ВОЛГШ ON'HALARIA ERâDiaiTION: Item 3.6 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA8,30 
and ЕВ16Л16; Docoment SB17/5X) • 

4 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to discuss the establishment and terms of 

reference of a committee of the Executive Board on malaria eradication (item 3.6 

of the agenda)
y
 and asked lîr Siegel, Assistant Director-General, Department of 

Administration and Finance, to open the dis eussions 

Mr S3EGËL, Assistant Director-General, .Department of Administration and 

Finance, said that document ЕБХ7/51 had been prepared in pursuance of resolution 

WHA8
t
30, which had established the Malaria Eradication Special Account and had 

laid down the rules to which the Account was subject» Resolution IÍKA8.30 

authorized the Executive Board, or a committee of the Board to "which it might 

delegate authority^ to act between sessions of the Board to accept contributions 



to the Special Account and to advise the Director-General from time to time on 

any questions of policy relating to the adiainis t r at i on of the Special Account or 

to the implementation of the programme • The Executive Board at its sixteenth 

session, after discussing the matter, hg.d decided in resolution ЕВ16,1Ц«6 to defer 

until the seventeenth session the consideration of the establishment and terms of 

reference of a committee to act between sessions of the Board* Document EB17/51 

reviewed the position, and the Board
1

 s attention was drami to the action taken 

by the Director-General since,the sixteenth session of the Board (section 3) 

and to considerations on the establishment of a соот/iittee of the Board on malaria 

eradication (section 4)
#
 Section 5 suggested terms of reference for the 

committee, while section 6 set out the points on which the Board might wish to ‘ 

take decisions. • 

Dr MONTALVAN CORIEJO remarked that the two main points for the Board to decide, 

when considering docviment EB17/51, were first of all whether to establish a committee 

andj secondly, what the terms of reference of svich a committee should be
f
 As 

regards the first point, it should, be remembered that the Eighth World Health 

Assembly had established the Malaria Eradication Special Account in order to 

facilitate the collection of Contributions from governmen-ts and non-governmental 

organizations for that purpose • It had also empowered the Board to appoint a 

committee to act between sessions of the Board
#
 Although he and several other 

members had been in favour of appointing euch a committee at the sixteenth 

session，the majority had decided othenri.se• In accordance with resolution 

WHA8#30, the committee should advise the Director-General on any questions o£ 
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policy relating to the administration of the Special Account, or to the 

inplementation of the prograriime. Its function would thus be twofold. It was 

therefore unfortunate to note in section 3 of document EB17/51 that "in the absence 

of any guidance from the Board, the Director-General did not consider it advisable 

to take алу concerted action to stimulate offers of voluntary contributions from 

governmental or private sources"• Attention should also be given to paragraph 

4Д, which stressed th© urgency of proceeding with the implementation of 

programes• Finally, the Board should note the following sentence in paragraph 

4,2: "As programmes for malaria eradication gain momentum it will become in-

creasingly important that any voluntary contributions to the Special Account not 

only be accepted with the least possible delay but that the credits be put to 

use as soon as possible where the needs exist" • It was therefore clear that a 

decision to postpone the establishment of the comittee could have far-reaching 

consequences• It had not so far been possible to accept voluntary contributipns 

to the Special Account because the committee did not exist, and even if the 

Board decided at the present session to accept those contributions, some 

unavoidable delays were bound to occur in the implementation of the programme • 

It was thus essential that the committee should be established• 

The terms of reference suggested by the Director-rGeneral in section 5 of 

document EB17/5X wore perfectly acceptable, but a final paragraph should be added 

to those terns of reference to give full effect to the provisions of resolution 

•Jf 

W V 8
f
3 0 , namely^ to advise the Director-General from time to time on questions 

ôf policy relating to the implementation of the programine • If a draft resolution 



was submitted to the Board on the matter，it should include that last points 

Finally^ the committee might be composed of four or five members^ as the Board 

might wish, but he would welcome some suggestions from the Director-General on 

that particular question^ 

Professor PARISOT agreed with Dr Montalvaru Referring to paragraph 5#2 (2)(Ъ) 

he said there already existed certain criteria for the acceptance of gifts by ¥H0
t 

The conditions mentioned in that paragraph might be brought into line with those 

criteria» 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the provisions of paragraph 5.2 (2)(b) 

were substantially the same as those of resolution EB15#R6l^ to which he assumed 

Professor Parisot was referring. 

Dr BRADY，referring to paragraph 5.2 (2)(b)^ wondered how the provisions of 

that sub-paragraph would apply to an offer by a firm to provide its own drug or 

compound for malaria eradication purposes• Moreover, referring to paragraph 

5,2(4)
 д
 he recalled that the World Health Assembly had decided that the vord 

"stimulate
11

 might have the effect of placing the Director-General in an undignified 

position and that the word "accept" would therefore be preferable
Y 

Dr Suikcz agreed with Dr Brady that paragraph 5#2(2)(b) might raise delicate 

questions, such as that which had occurred in connexion with the film offered by 

a pharmaceutical firm in the previous year^ 

/ 

Dr MOÑTALVAN СОЮЗЕ JO, referring to Dr Brady î s quest ion ̂ considered that the 

Committee should be empowered to accept an offer of drugs or confounds, provided 
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those were useful for the eradication of malaria and also provided that no con-

ditions were attached to the offer. As regards the points raised by Professor 

Parisot and Dr Suarez in connexion with the offer of a film, resolution EB15#R6l 

was perfectly clear, since it stated that WHO must refrain from accepting any gift 

or bequest which was acconpanied by a condition which could be interpreted as 

prejudicial to the Organization's international prestige• The resolution did not 

therefore lay down that all contributions to which conditions were attached should 

be automatically refused, but merely that such offers should be refused if the con-

ditions might be prejudicial to the Organization's prestige. 

Although he did not agree entirely with Dr Brady regarding the use of the 

word, "stimulate" in paragraph 5*2(4), he was prepared to accept Dr Drady^s 

suggestion, in order not to place any more obstacles in the way of the malaria 

eradication programmer ^here could, however, be no loss of dignity on the part 

of the Directоr-General if he stimulated increased voluntary contributions towards 

a cause which was for the benefit of mankind. 

Dr SIRI suggested that it would be useful to convene a working party to study 

the terms of reference of the Committee• 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had no doubt a working party could accomplish useful 

work. However^ the matter might be raore qviickly disposed of at a plenary session 

of the Board, since all members would wish to express their opinion on the question. 

He therefore proposed that consideration of the item should be pursued at the ne^t 

meeting* 

It was so agreed» 

The meeting rose at 5>35 
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1. ilPPOIOTMENT OF AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD TO CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE 
EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOIMTS OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR 1955 s Agenda Item 8,8 
(Doctnaent ЕБ17/2 ) 

The CHAIRMAN d^eu the Board^s attention to the draft resolution contained in 

docxoment and nominated Dr Vargas-Méndez^ Dr Brady and Dr Vollenweider as 

membors of the ad hoc cornmi'ttee to consider the External Auditor ̂  s report
f
 He pointed 

cut that the ad hoc conir.iittee met one day before the Health Assembly and therefore the 

dato 7 May I.956 should be inserted in the resolution,, 

Dr .Ш/Ш1 SGCCQided the Chairman• з nomination of Cr Vargas-Ménde z
3
 Dr Brady and 

Dr Vollenweider
P 

Docisioru The draft resolution contained in document EB17/2 was adopted with the 
additions proposed by the Chairman<； 

2. Ш0 PARTICIPATION БМ THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCES 
Agenda Item (Official Records Ыо

?
 63

5
 Resolution 

Documents ЕВГ/Дб, EB17/WP/8) 

Dr DOROLIS^ Eeputy Dire et or-Générale presented the Director-General ̂  s report on 

WHO participation in the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

(document ЕВ17/Д8)。 He drew attention to section 2 of the documentwhich gave 

information on activities during 1955p The figures on page f> ^..owed that the 

financial situation of the prograrane had improved in 1955. Another important point 

was that- a final decision had besn taken in 1955 by the Technical Assistance Board with 

regard to prcgoofc waivers for local costs of international staffs That point was 

dealt with :m s oct i on 6 and in Annex 1 cf tho document., 



TAB had not been in favour of continuing project waivers for local costs筹 The 

only organization participating in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance which 

was not in agreement with that view had been WHO， The matter had been referred by TAB 

to the Technical Assistance Committee which, as members knew^ was composed of government 

representatives • TAC had ruled that TAB had the necessary authority to take a decision 

on the subject and TAB had decided not to continue waivers on a project basis for local 

costs, with a temporary arrangement to continue waivers for those Ш0 projects for which 

waivers had been granted previously» In the case of those projects^ waivers would 

continue until the end of 1956 or until the termination of the project, whichever was 

sooner• 

During 1955 the new legislation on country planning procedures had taken effect 

for the planning of the 1956 programme• TAB had met in October 1955 and had prepared 

an integrated programme which it had submitted to TAC in November. Members of the 

Board would remember that WHO had felt some concern with regard to the implementation of 

the new procedure» In view of the programme submissions made by countries it had not 

been necessary to apply the 85 per cent, miniiaum rule for the allocation of funds, and 

it was still not known how it would work out in practice • 

In discussing the proposed budget for 1957, the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance had made reference to plans for 1957 expenditure under 

Technical Assistance• For an account of that discussion he referred members to the 

report of the Standing Committee• It should be noted that the total sum approved for 

WHO-sponsored projects for 1956 constituted about 19.65 per cent# of the total 

expenditure for the Technical Assistance p r o g r a m e . The historical percentage share 



of "WHO, under the former system of automatic allocation of funds to participating 

organizations, had been 21。25 per cent, so the reduction was not large, but he pointed 

out that that was the first year in which the new procedure had been applied and many 

countries had presumably not introduced drastic changes in their prograrome planning. 

There was no guarantee as to what would happen in future years unless national 

governments ensured that sufficient attention was given to health projects in their 

countrj requests^^ 

‘ He pointed out that the important factor to be noted in 1956 was that the 

Category 工工 projects were only for substitution purposesj projects in that category 

were not to be added to Category I, For 1957，as was shown in Official Records No
#
 66， 

estimates of funds available must be based on guesswork. WHO tentative targets were 

shown on page 15 of document EB17/48, but those figures were tentative and TAC would 

approve the 1957 programme only at the end of 1956，after governments had presented 

their integrated requests. 

Another important point was the question of regional projects under the Technical 

Assistance programme. In view of the new country programming procedure, TAB and TAC 

had considered regional projects as a special problem, sin解 they were not developed 

on the basis of requests by individual governments• TAB and TAC had therefore agreed 

that 10 per cento of the resources available for field projects would be earmarked for 

regional projects but that arrangement was subject to review by TAC and it was most 

important that Ш0 should follow developments in that matter very carefully. 

Another point of major importance was that following the changes in the structure 

of TAB, the World Health Assembly had not yet expressed a final opinion on the changes 

of legisla七iom The Executive Board might wish to consider, now that the new. system 



had been in operation for a year
y
 whether t.he time had not come for the Health 

Assembly to take a positive attitude towards it. 

. . . . • • 

Since most members of the Executive Board wore thoroughly familiar with the 

problems of the Technical Assistance programme he would not elaborate further on the 

Director-General
!

s report but would be glad to answer any questions raised by members • 

In order to facilitate the Board's work the Secretariat had prepared a working paper 

(document SB17/WP/3) containing three very preliminary draft resolutions* He 

emphasized that those draft resolutions did not constitute proposals but were merely 

intended to help the Board in its discussion. 

Dr ANWAR referred to the first.report of the Standing Coinmittee on Administration 

and Finance^ which the Board had already adopted• In that report^ the Standing 

Committee emphasized that the amounts eventually available to finance programmes under 

Technical Assistance depended entirely on the priority given by various countries to 

health projects within their integrated country programmes
}
 as well as on the total 

resources available to the Technical Assistance prcgraimne» He also drew the Board^s 

attention to the emphasis laid by the Standing Committee on the Technical Assistance 

programme. 

He therefore proposed that the'Executive Board should recommend to the 

Health Assembly that the Assembly take into account the emphasis placed by the 

Standing Committee on the Technical Assistance programme and find appropriate ways 

of bringing the matter to the attention of governr»ents
# 



It waô important to do so since the promotion of health programmes under the 

Expanded Prograinme of Technical Assistance would depend entirely on the understanding 

within national governments of the place of hçalth development in the total economic 

and social development of a country. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL wondered whether paragraphs 7 and 8 of the draft 

resolution on page 7 of document EB17/WP/8 would cover Dr Anwar
1

 s point or whether 

Dr Anwar would prefer still greater emphasis to be laid on it» 

The. CHA.IRMA.N said the question of WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of 

Technical Assistance was a most important subject» Members had, however, expressed 

their opinions on it fully on many previous occasions. In the absence of any further 

comments on the subject^ he proposed that the Board should consider the draft resolutior 
‘ • • • . 4 

in document EB17/WP/8. 

The DEPUTY DIR'SCTOR-QEIiERAL drew attention to the fourth operative paragraph of the 

first draft resolution in* which the Board expressed an opinion on the organizational 

changes in the Technical Assistance programme. He repeated that the Board might wish 

to consider whether the time had now come to adopt a definite attitude towards the new 

developments and pointed out that the fourth operative paragraph warranted serious 

consideration» 

The CHAJRMN suggested that the words "so far" might be inserted after the words 

"that it note with approval these developments 

The DEPUTÏ DIRECTOR-GEMERAL suggested that the paragraph might be redrafted to 

read: "Recommends to the Ninth World Health Assembly that it note with approval the 

developments which have so far occurred concerning 

Decision: Th^ first draft resolution was adopted as thus amended. 



Dr VARGAS-tÊNÛEZ drew attention to the importance of the point referred to 

in the fourth operative paragraph of the second draft resolution and -wondered 

whether the drafting of that paragraph was sufficiently strong. 

Mr CÀLI3ERW00D asked "whether the representative of the Technical Assistance 

Board could provide arçr information as to TAB
1

 s experience on the question of local 

costs. 

Mr OBEZ
3
 Technical Assistance Board, said the system of payment of local 

subsistence costs had been of considerable concern to WHO. The present position 

•was that such costs were paid by governments which received technical assistance 

under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance but were not paid by those 

governments when technical assistance was received under WíO
f

s regular-programme
л 

So far as TAB
f

s experience was concerned, he could make two coï.iments. In the 

first place, the local costs contributed by governments in 1955 had amounted to a 

little more than the equivalent of ‘1 600 ООО
 я
 It was mathematically obvious that 

if those costs had not been paid by governments^ projects for an equivalent sum 

could not have been undertaken» On the other hand, he agreed with the Director-

General of Ш0, that administration of that system of payment of local subsistence 

costs was not always simple
&

 :

 The rate of local subsistence costs might change 

from time to time and the "whole question might give rise to difficulties for the 

governments which had to contribute the additional sums. 

The whole problem，’ together with other aspects of the Technical Assistance 

programme^ "would be re-examined in a stucfy- which had been requested by TAC, and 

which was being prepared by TAB in close consultation with the organizations 
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participating in the programme• That study would show what improvements could be 

made in the programme, in particular to develop activities and to facilitate and 

simplify its administration» This might give an opportunity for TAG to consider the 

problem again and there was no doubt that the Committee would at that time take into 

account the views expressed by the Щ0 Executive’ Board and Assembly» 

Decision: The second draft resolution was adopted. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GEIŒRAL suggested that, in viev of Dr Anwar、remark, it 

might be desirable to amend the seventh operative paragraph of the third draft 

resolution to read: 

“RECOMMENDS that the Health Assembly call the attention of the 

Member States to 

Dr АЫШЛ expressed satisfaction with the proposed amendment• 

Hq further pointed out that in the course oí the discussion emphasis had also 

been laid on the role of regional offices in helping national governments and health 

administrations to include their programmes in the total national health programme 

under Technical Assistance
л
 He 'suggested that a reference to that should be inserted 

in the draft resolution. 

The DEPUTT DIRECTOR-GENERÍO» thanked Dr Anwar for raising the point and proposed 

that a new paragraph 9 should be inserted as follows: 

"RECOMMENDS to the Director-General that all possible assistance be 

given with the means at their disposal by the regional offices to Member 

States at the time of the planning of the programme" • 



Dx ANWAR accepted the prapo&eá amendment » 

Decision: The third draft resolution in document EB17/WP/8 was adopted 
as amended. 

The СНАШШШ invited Mr Obez, representative of the Technical Assistance Board, 

to make a statement on the item under discussion» 

Mr OBEZ, Technical Assistance Board, said he had had the privilege of partici-

pating as an observer for three consecutive years in the discussions of the Executive 

Board. As a result of that experience, he had not fallen into the error of imagining 

that the calm and harmony of the discussion "which had just taken place meant that 

WHO was indifferent to the Expanded Programme of Technical ilssistance• He would not, 

on the other hand, venture to be undu3y optimistic
 t 

He saw two principal reasons for the lack of controversy in the debate• The 

first was that the Director-General had presented a vexy clear ând complete report 

•which had been supplemented by the Deputy Director-General、lucid presentation of 

it
9
 A second reason, illustrated by the resolutions just adopted by the Board, was 

that over the years certain improvements had taken place in the fwictioning of the 

Technical Assistanco programme• Nevertheless^ much still remained t公 be done. 

Procedures must be simplified and efforts must be continued to persuade the governments 

which had so generously supported the United Nations
f

 effort in favour of xzndor-

develcped countries to establish the programme on a more stable basis, which would 

allow for long-term planning* The Technical Assistance Board would do its utmost 

to that end and he vas sui*e it would receive valuable assistance in its task from the 

WHO representative, who had always taken a very active part in its *work
# 



PEACEFUL USES OP ATOMIC ENERGY: Agenda Item 2.5 (Official Records No. 6)， 
Resolution WHA8.^, Documents ЕБ17/55, EB17/35 Add山 EB17/35 Add.l Rev.l, 
EB17/WP/9) 

PROTECTION AGAINST ROENTGEN AND ISOTOPIC RADIATIONS5 Agenda Item 2.4 
(Official Records No. 52, Resolution Document EB17/30) 

EFFECTS OP RADIATION ON HUMAN GENETICS s Supplementary Agenda Item 2 
(Official Records No. 6), pages 24l-242, 2斗9 & 262, Document ЕВ17/55) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the Board should consider item 2.4 

"Protection against roentgen and isotopic radiations" and supplementary item 2, 

"Effects of radiation on human genetics", in conjunction with item 2.5, "Peaceful 

uses of atomic energy", since the three subjects were so closely connected that they 

could not be discussed separately without considerable repetition. 

Historically, the Executive Board's work had begun with item 2Л, on protection 

against roentgen and isotopic radiations. At its thirteenth session, on the recom-

mendation of the Austriarî Government, the Board had decided to undertake a study on 

national legislation with regard to roentgen and isotopic radiations. Аз document 

EB17/50 indicated,, the. first result of the study was the publication of a document 

entitled "National Laws and Regulations cn Radiation Protection". That document had 

been distributed to members of the Board at the beginning of the session, but the 

Director-General had published it earlier for the benefit of delegations to the Inter-

national Conference on peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. It was the only existing com-

pilation of national, legislation on the subject. It was now considered that the pro-

blem came under the general problem of the peaceful uses of atomic energy• 

Similarly, the item proposed by the Government of Denmark on the effects of 

radiation on human genetics was one of the points which the Director-General in his 



report recommended for study, and the views ©xpred6©d by that government were such 

as to reinforce those expressed by the Direct or-general. Consequently it would be 

seen that there was a very close connexion between the three items• 

The Director-General
1

s report on his activities had been presented, in two 

parts, decument EB17/35 and document EB17/35 A d d山 because developments ii> the 

matter were taking place rapidly and certain information had emerged and United 

Nations discussions had taken place after the first part of the report had been 

drawn up. Document EKL7/35 was a review of the events which had occurred since 

the Board's session in January 1955. It summarily described the Geneva Conference 

on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy at which WHO was represented by a five-

member delegation• The Organization had submitted two papers. The fact that 

one was presented orally marked the fact that the Conference recognized that 

health and medical aspects were one factor in the development of the peaceful 

uses of atomic energy. The subject of that paper had been the general problem 

of protection against radiations from the public health point of view. Another 

Contribution had been a paper on education and training in the health and medioal 

uses of atomic energy. Both those papers were ènnexed to the Director-General
1

s 

report. A third document, the canpilation of legislation previously mentioned, 

had been distributed to delegates. The two papers presented to the Conference 

would appear in its proceedings, which would be published in sixteen large volumes. 

Facts of interest to medicine, health and protection would be found iri four of 

those volumes• 



The Director-General's report continued with an account of recent discussion 

in the United Nations General Assembly and in the Administrative Committee on 

Co-ordination. A provisional plan of action for the immediate future was 

detailed in Annex 5 of the Director-General ' s report. In drawing up that plan 

the Director-General had based himself on diseussions in the Executive Board 

and the Health Assembly, but he would be glad to receive criticisms, suggestions 

or support frœn members of the Board for the policy he had expressed on behalf 

of the Organization. 

In the supplementary report, document EB17/35 Add,l, there was an attempt 

to show on the basis of information received during the session of the Sub-

committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on the Peaceful Uses 

of Atomic Energy the various bodies existing or to be established in the United 

Nations family to deal with the subject of atomic energy. In the first place, 

the General Assembly had decided to continue the Advisory Committee on Atomic 

Energy, whose aim had been to help the Secretary General to prepare for the 

•International Conference and whose task would now be not only to prepare for 

subsequent conferences but also to advise the Secretary General wherever that 

was deemed necessary. Secondly, the General Assembly had set up a Scientific 

Committee on Atomic Radiation, composed of scientists of fifteen Member States, 

to study the possibility of assembling as quickly as possible all existing 

scientific information on the observed levels of radiation in the environment 

and on the effects of radiation upon man. Thirdly, at the fifteenth session 

of the Executive Board and at the Eighth World Health Assembly there had been 

mention of the creation of an international agency on atomic energy. A group 



of nations was now sponsoving the ereation of that agency and had distributed, to 

all Members of the United Naticms and of the specialized agencies a draft statute 

for It. Unfortunately, the specialized agencies themselves had not yet received 

that text and the Director-General could only submit unofficially for information 

the text which had appeared in the New York Times in October, as the Director-

General of ZLO had done for the governing body of that organization. He hoped 

the Secretary General of the United Nations would soon be authorized by the 

sponsors to distribute the text officially to all the specialized agencies. 

Finally, within the United Nations Secretariat the Administrative Committee 

on Co-ordination had eátablished a Sub-C<»imittee on atomic questions. The Sub-

committee had held its first session in December 1955 under the chairmanship of 

the Seoretary General himself, which showed the importance the Secretary General 

attached to the problem. The meeting was an opportunity for receiving and dis-

cussing information on the possibilities of liaison with existing bodies con-

nected with atomic energy, and those about to be established. Actual co-

erdiitation of the activities of specialized agencies in atomic energy had not 

been attempted to any great extent at that first meeting since some agencies 

were not ready at that time to state their positions. Some organizations, 

including WHO, had however been able to submit their programme in general terms. 

Liaison with the Advisory Committee on Atomic Energy was a simple matter because 

the Secretary General of the United Nations was Chairman both of the Advisory 

Committee on Atomic Energy and of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, 

and arrangements had been made to enable specialized agencies, members of the 



Administrative Committee 

Committee either through 

on Co-ordination, to state their views to the Advisory 

Liaison with the Scientific the Chairman or directly. 

Committee on Atomic Radiation was a more delicate problem because the latter was 

a governmental body established by the United Nations, and the Secretary General 

was now studying possibilities of liaison* In any case, the Secretary General 

would ex,officio attend the Scientific Committee, and it was hoped that it would 

be possible through him to show the Scientific Committee the role which specia-

lized agencies, and particularly WHO, could play in collecting information on 

the effect of radiations. It was too scon as yet to speak of relations with 

the proposed international agency on atomic energy, but the Director-General had 

stressed in the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 

that at the time of the constitution of the agency it was essential that its 

members should know exactly what other organizations were doing, so as to avoid 

duplication of work and of fields of competence. The Secretary General of the 

United Nations had undertaken to explain the views of the specialized agencies 

to the group of countries sponsoring the establishment of the international 

agency and WHO had forwarded to the Secretary General a note based on the docu-

ments before the Board. The Secretary General had been asked by all organiza-

tions represented on the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-

ordination to urge that the specialized agencies be invited to the constituent 

conference for the new agency and that they be given an opportunity to express 

their views there. It was important that the Executive Board should express 

an opinion which would strengthen the Director-General's' position. 



EKL7/Min/21 
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So far as the programme for the immediate future was concerned^ the WHO 

� • ' ' • ' • • . . 

Secretariat had recruited a new medical official who had a specialized knowledge 

of physics and atomic energy and a second similar post was proposed in the 

budget for 1957• 

With regard to other activities, the Health Assembly had approved the 

holding of two expert oommittee meetings in 1956, and one expert committee 

meeting was proposed in the 1957 budget. It was now almost certain that it 

would not be possible to hold two expert oommittee meetings in 1956 and that 

two study groups would have to be convened instead. The first group would 

study to what extent WHO could help in the standardization of radiation and 

of certain isotopes usèd in medicine and to what extent Wljp could intervene 

effectively in the professional training of various specialists such as doctors, 

engineer迕 arid health physicists• The second group would consider the possi-

bility of undertaking further studies on genetic effects of radiation on man* 

Prom the discussions which had taken place with geneticists at the time of the 

International Conference on Atomic Energy it appeared essential first to clear 
•‘ . . . .

 ；
 •：• ' ? • 

the ground and try to harmonize conflicting views. At present some specialists 

felt it was impossible to assess the effect of radiations on man by studying man 

himself; and that the pnly feasible approach was to continue genetic studies 

on animals and then extrapolate the results• Others felt on the other hand 

that by studying human populations normally exposed to higher than average 

concentrations of radiation, or populations which had been exposed to intense 

radiation over a short period or by studying the offspring of persons pro-

fessionally exposed to radiation, it would be possible to draw conclusions 



on human genetics. It was thus essential to assemble geneticists of the 

different schools of thought and let them hear the views of public health 

specialists acquainted with demographic problems before à decision could be 

reached on the possibility of such studies. The Director-General thought a 

study group for that purpose might meet in August, when many prominent gene-

ticists would be in Europe for the International Human Genetics Congress in 

Copenhagen. 

With regard to activities which had already taken place, he would mention 

the course organized by the Regional Office for Europe for the training of 

health physicists (radi ophysiс iens sanitaires)> The course had been held 

in Stockholm under the combined auspices of WHO, the Swedish Government and 

the United States Atomic Energy Commission^ and had not only been highly 

successful but had served to give valuable experience to WHO in organizing 

courses of this nature. It was hoped that it would be possible to hold a 

similar course in France during the coming year. 

One of the documents before the Board 识entioned the Director-General
1

 s 

intention of publishing a monograph of reasonable size on the chief facts 

brought out by the Atomic Energy Conference which were of particular interest 

to public health workers• 

In document EBlT/WP/9 the Secretariat had prepared a preliminary draft 

resolution to assist the Board in its discussion of the subject• 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Deputy Director-Genéral for his most interesting 

statement and agreed that items 2.3 and 2.4 of the agenda and item 2 of the 

supplementary agenda were so closely related that they should be considered 

together. 



Professor PARISOT considered the items now under discussion to be the most 

important on the Board^s agenda for the present session. As the Deputy Director-

General had pointed out, the present discussion and the documents referring to it 

could be divided into two parts. The Board had been informed by the Deputy 

Director-General and through document EB17/55 of the events which had taken place 

since the preliminary discussions of the peaceful uses of atomic energy at the 

fifteenth s ession of the Board• Consultations had taken place； particularly in 

the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination^ and the 

Director-General was to be congratulated for the firm position which he had taken 

during the discussions in that Sub-Committee concerning the role and responsibilities 

of WHO» It was essential that the role of WHO in relation to the newly created 

bodies should be sharply defined• The immense scientific and technical achieve-

ments in the development of atomic energy raised a number of problems in the field 

of public health, which neither national administrations nor WHO could afford to 

ignore. Moreover, WHO was in the best position to gather the relevant information 

concerning the possible harmful effects of radiation on health, and it was there-

fore its duty to give advice and support to national administrations in that field 

with all the means at its disposal. The Board should uphold the position taken 

by the Dire с tor-General in the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. 

It was astonishing that the document concerning the establishment of the 

atomic energy agency should not have yet been communicated officially to WHO, 

because the concentration of effort on the economic and industrial atomic energy 

programmes might lead people to overlook the fact that public health could be 



endangered by the very development of those programmes. In that, as in other 

spheres, it was desirable.that public health authorities, with the co-operation 

of the Organization^ should Ъе In a position to take the necessary preventive 

measures before it was too late. 

The Board should give special attention to the Working Paper submitted by 

WHO to the Sub-Committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 

(document EB17/35, Annex 5) and it should be prepared to make suggestions con-

cerning future measures to be taken• The steps already taken by the Organization 

were most commendable and the responsibilities of WHO outlined in Annex 5 to 

document EB17/35 placed the correct emphasis on the various problems to be con-

sidered» The training of health personnel in that specialized field was a vital 

necessity and the course in health physics organized at Stockholm was a useful 

first step in the right direction» It was also an essential function of WHO to 

collect and distribute information on the medical problems of atomic energy and 

on the medical use of radioisotopes. The health problems involved in the control 

of the location of reactors and in the disposal of radio-active waste from factories, 

laboratories and hospitals must be very carefully studied if accidents were to be 

prevented. The Director-General had also been right in insisting on the need 

for standardization and on the stimulation and co-ordination of research work on 

the health aspects of radiation. 

The Director-General was also to be congratulated on the planning of two 

study groups, one on the effects of radiation on human genetics and another on 

the somatic effects of radiation. The congress to be held in August on the 



former question would bring together a very large number of experts in genetics 

л 

who could begin to grapple with the many intricate problems with which they were 

faced• It would also provide an opportunity for specialists in different 

branches to meet one another” The second type of study was no less essential 

because little was known of the long-term effects of radiation or of the influence 

which the absorption of unduly heavy radiation had on the human body. All the 
• , ‘ . » 

pathological aspects of radiation must be studied as a matt6r of urgency^ in . 

order not only to detect th6 harmful effects of radiation, but also to devise 
- •. • . • •“ 

suitable preventive measures气 

The Organization must work, in close co-operation with other specialized 

agencies such as ILO,• FAO and UNESCO, so that a common approach could be made to 

all problems* Moreover, all s tudies should be made as a matter of urgenoy in. 

order not to be overtaken by scientific progress• The WHO programme in t he 

field of atomic energy must be rapidly put into operation. It comLd be con-

fidently assumed that the Director-General would continue to stress the necessity 

and urgency of the matter^ and the Board must be prepared to endorse the 

necessary increased expenditure for the development of the work. 

As the Deputy Director-General had pointed out, four of the sixteen volumes 

that would make up the report of the first United Nations Conference on the 

Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy would have a bearing on health problems• It was 

therefore essential that a monograph based on those four volumes should be 

published at an early date to provide the necessary information to public health 

experts and members of the medical profession who were not familiar with atomic 

energy problems • 
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The attention of the Board should be drawn to a statement by the Director-

General in t he introduction to his Annual Report for 1954 (Official Records No.59, 

page X)j 

"I cannot conclude these introductory remarks on WHO
r

s work in 
1954 without mentioning briefly a new challenge which faces the 
Organization as a result of the modern discoveries of science and 
medicine. It has indeed become increasingly clear in recent years 
that, sooner or later，WHO would have to assume responsibility for 
assessing the possible effects on health of the unprecedented inter-
ference with natural processes now occurring over large areas of the 
world. For example, to what extent is the balance of nature being 
affected by the wholesale destruction of insects? What would be the 
long-term results of the extensive use of antibiotics? How will the 
disease patterns of the population be influenced by the intense efforts 
now being made to raise the standards of environmental sanitation and of 
hygiene in general? How important is the contamination of the air^ 
soil and water caused by the increased use of atomic energy?^ 

Those words of the Direct or-General^ far from being purely philosophical 

considerations, were a clear warning of all the difficulties that might face 

national health administrations in the future# There was no question of pre-

venting progress, but the Organization must be constantly aware of all the 

harmful consequences which such progress might entails If the Organization did 

not keep a permanent watch on all the problems that might arise, it would not be 

able to devise the preventive measures which would be infinitely preferable to 

any possible cure, 

Dr VOLLENWEIDER said that the 6 xplanations given by the Deputy Director-

General were extremely interesting and that the Board should give all possible 

support to the Director-General in his efforts to co-ordinate activities con-

cerning the effects of atomic radiation on the human body. Although the Deputy 



Directог-General had only referred to co-operation with the United Nations 

specialized agencies, it was also to be hoped that Ш0 would avoid any duplication 

of work with such intergovernmental organizations as OEEC, EURATOM and CERN. 

Mr CALDERWOOD, adviser to Dr Brady, asked if further information could be 

given concor.aing the role of WHO in the Sub-0 ¡mmittee of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination. He would also welcome some information from t he 

Director-General on his plans for work on atomic energy at WHO Headquarters and 

particularly on the possible establishment of new units for that work and on 

probable staff, increases, 

îhè DEPUTT DIRECTOR-GENERAL，in answer to Dr Vollenweider's question,- said 

that there was no risk of duplication with the other organizations he had 

mentioned, since they were either interested in the economic aspects of atomic 

power or in fundamental research in nuclear physics. 

In answer to Professor Parisot and Mr Calderwood he would point out that 

the sub-ooramittee of ACC, now known as "SUBâTOM", had only held one preliminary 

meeting in December 1955 to which the working paper giving the Director-General's 

views (EB17/35 Annex 5) had been submitted. Contacts had also been made with 

the representatives of other specialized agencies such as ILO, FAO and UNESCO> 

Document EB17/35 Add*1 provided information concerning developments since that 

meeting and gave a brief outline of the functions of the three bodies specifically 

concerned wi七h atomic energy. It had boen decided that the next meeting of 

"SUBATOM" should be held at the same time as that of the Advisory Committee on 



Atomic Energy, probably in March 1956. That will ensure oo-ordihation between the 

Advisory Oommittee and
 ft

SUBiTOM"
e
 The specialized agencies were working in close 

liaison on the question of atomic energyj and an informal joint meeting between 

ILO, UNESCO, FAO and WHO had been held early in 1955 to ensure co-ordination. 

Visits had been exchanged with FAO and close contact maintained with UNESCO and 

ILO, so that co-ordination was assured both at the palicy-making level of the 

Directors-General and at the technical level. 

In answer to Mr CALDERWOOD
f

s second question he would refer to documents 

EB17/35 and Add#l^ which gave a summary of the Director-Generalas immediate plans• 

It should be remembered that the Eighth World Health Assembly had approved the 

appointment of a medical officer for work in the field of atomic energy
y
 and the 

Director-General now proposed that a second medical officer should be appointed 

because the field was too vast to come within the competence of a single expert. 

Provision had also been made for consultants to help in the preparations for the 

first meeting of the Study Group on methods of standardization of units and of 

training, and at least one consultant would be needed to prepare the preliminary 

meeting on the effects of radiation on human genetics. In that connexion, the 

Board should know that a consultant had already acted as observer for the 

Organization at à meeting held at Harwell on the effects of radiation. Although 

the material for the monograph on the report of the Conference on the Peaceful 

Uses of Atomic Energy was being assembled by the existing staff of the Organization, 

it was likely that the services of a consultant would also be needed, so that the 

document could be drafted in language that would be easy to understand for public 

health experts unfamiliar with atomic terminology. It was probable that more 



publications wouILi be needed on the question of atomic energy, but it was still 

too еагЛу to know the exact scope of those publications, because the extent of 

the information available was not yet known* 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolutions on the items 

under discussion and asked the Deputy Director-General to give a brief explanation 

й£ those resolutions. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the draft resolution in document 

EB17/WP/9 was a general resolution on the peaceful uses of atomic energy• 

The second resolution concerned protection against roentgen and isotopic radiations, 

while the third resolution, on the effects of radiation on human genetics^ had 

been drafted in order to take into account the request of the Danish Government• 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider first of all the resolution in 

document EB17/ÍB/9 on the peaceful uses of atomic energy (item 2.3 of the agenda), 

Mr CALDERWOOD proposed that the words "in all questions regarding" in the 

third line of paragraph 4 of the preamble be deleted and replaced by the words 

"in regard to:、， He also proposed that the first operative paragraph should be 

redrafted as follows : 

«REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit to the Ninth World 

Health Assembly a statement concerning any developments which may 

subsequently take place’、 

He proposed that the words "of the AGC
?!

 should be inserted after the wordr 

“sub-commit tee" in the third line in the third operative paragraph of the resolution 

recoxnmended for adoption by the Ninth World Health Assembly. 



With regard to the fourth operative paragraph of that resolution he suggested 

that the phrase， "governments responsible for the creation of the international 

a g e n c y .； be replaced by "governments sponsoring the establishment of an inter-

national agency * • He also queried the need for the phrase^ "in the field of 

medicine and public health"
ч 

Finally^ he proposed that the fifth operative paragraph of the resolution 

to be adopted by the Ninth World Health Assembly should be redrafted as follows : 

h BELIEVES that WHO should be represented at the meetings of these 

bodies and especially at the conference for the establishment of the 

international agency on atomic energy； and 

REQUESTS the Director-General to take appropriate steps towards 

that end, 

The DEPUTT DIRECTOR-«GENERAL considered that all the amendments proposed by 

Mr Galderwood would improve the resolution and proposed that the words
;
 "in the 

field of medicine and public health、in the third line of the fourth operative 

paragraph of the resolution to be adopted by the Ninth World Health Assembly， 

should be deleted and replaced by the words "in the field of health" „ 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Board if it accepted the amendments proposed by 

Mr Calderwood»
 f 

It was so agreed. 

Decisions The Board adopted the draft resolution on the peaceful uses 
of atomic energy in document EB17/WP/9, as amended 



The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution on protection 

against roentgen and isotopic radiations. 

» 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution on the protection against 
roentgen and isotopic radiations• 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution on the effects 

of radiation on human genetics• 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution on the effects of 
radiation on human genetics. 

4 . ESTABLISHMSNT AND TERMS OF REFERENCE OF A COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD ON MâURIA ERADICATION: Item 3.6 of the Agenda (Official Records 
No» 63| Resolution ША8.Э0; Official Records No, 65, Resolution EB16,R16； 
Docxunent EB17/51)-

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to discuss the establishment and terms of 

reference of a committee of the Executive Board on malaria eradication (item 3»6 

of the agenda), and asked Mr Sisgel, Assistant Director-General, Department of 

Administration and Finance, to open the discussion. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, said that document ЕВ17/51 had been prepared in pursuance of resolution 

WHAB.30, which had established the Malaria Eradication Special Account and had 

laid down the rules to which the Account was subject. Resolution ЩА8.30 

authorized the Executive Board, or a committee of the Board to which it might 

dolegato authority, to act between sessions of the Board to accept contributions 



to the Special Account and to advise the Director-General from timo to time on 

any questions of policy relating to the administration of the Special Account or 

to the implementation of the programme • The Executive Board at its sixteenth 

session, after discussing the matter, had decided in resolution EHL6.R16, to defer 

until the seventeenth session the consideration of the establishment and terms of 

reference of a committee to act between sessions of the Board. Document EB17/51 

reviewed the position, and the Board's attention was drawn to the action taken 

by the Dire ct or-General since the sixteenoth session of the Board (section 3) 

and to considerations on the establishment of a committee of the Board on malaria 

eradication (section 4) • Section 5 suggested terms of reference for the 

committee^ ^lile section 6 set out the points on which the Board might wish to 

take de с is ions 

Dr MDNTALVAN remarked that the two main points for the Board to dccide, when 

considering document EB17/51, were first of all whether to establish a committee 

and, secondly^ what the terms of reference of such a committee should be. 

As regards the first point, it should be remembered that the eighth World Health 

Assembly had established the Malaria Eradication Special Account in order to 

facilitate the collection of contributions from governments and non-governmental 

organizations for t hat purpose
л
 It had also empowered the Board to appoint a 

committee to act between sessions of the Board. Although he and田veral other 

members had been in favour of appointing such a committee at the sixteenth 

session, the majority had decided otherwise• In accordance with resolution 

WHA8*30, the committee should adviso the Director-General on any questions of 



policy relating to the administration of the Special Account, or to the 

implement at i on of the pro gramo • Its function would thus be twofold
 #
 It was 

therefore unfortunate to note in soction 3 (ЕВГ7/51, page 4) that "in tho absence 

of any guidance from the Board, tho Director-Goneral did not consider it advisable 

to take any concerted action to stimulate offers of voluntary contributions from 

govorniíiental or private sources" • Attention should also be given to paragraph 

which stressed the urgency of proceeding with the implementation of 

programmes. Finally, the Board should note the following sentence in paragraph 

4#2, "As programmes for malaria eradication gain momentum it will become in-

creasingly important that any voluntary contributions to tho Special Account not 

only be accepted with the least possible delay but that the credits be put to 

• use as soon as possible where tho needs exist" • It was therefore clear that a 

decision to postpone tho establishment of the committee could have ̂ ir-reaching 

consequences^ It had not so far boen possible to accept voluntary contributions 

to tho Special Account because the committee did not exist, and even if the 

Board docided at the present session to accept those с oñt rib ut ions
}
 soma 

unavoidable delays were bound to occur in the implementat ion of the programme. 

It was thusessential that the coramitteo should be established. .• 

The terms of reference suggested, by the Director-General in section 5 of 

document ËB17/51 were perfectly acceptable, but' a final paragraph should be a^clcd 

to those terms of referencs to give full effect to the provisions of resolution 

WHA.8.30, namely, to adviso the Diroctor-General from time to timo on questions 

of policy relating to the implementation of the programme. If a draft resolution 



was submitted to the Board on the m t t e r , it should include that last point-

Finally
д
 the committee might be composed of four or five members ̂  as the Board 

might wish, but he would welcome some suggestions from the Director-Goneral on 

that particular question^ 

Professor PARISOT agreed with Dr Montalvan. Referring to paragraph 5寺2 (2)(b) 

he said there already existed certain criteria for the acceptance of gifts by WHO, 

The conditions mentioned in that paragraph might be brought into lino with those 

criteria• ’
 % 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the provisions of paragraph 5參2 (2)(b) 

were substantially the same as those of resolution EB15.R61, to which ho assumed 

Professor Parisot was referring^ • 

Dr BRâDY，referring to paragraph 5事2 (2) (b)，wondered how tho provisions of 

that sub-paragraph would apply to an offer by a firm to provide its own drug or 

compound for malaria eradication purposes• Moreover， referring to paragraph 

5.2(4)，he recalled that the World Health Assembly had decided that the wor.d 

"stimulate" might have the effect .of placing the Director-General in an undrgnifiod 

position and that the word "accept", would therefore be preferable • 

Dr SUAREZ agreed with Dr' Brady that paragraph 5,2(2)(b) might raise delicate 

que s t ions 3 such as that which had occurred in connexion with the film offered by 

a pharmaceutical firm in the previous year* 

Dr lONTALVAN, referring to Dr Brady
1

 s question^ considered that the Committee 

should be empowered to accept an offer of drugs or confounds, provided those were 



useful for the eradication of malaria and also provided tuat no conditions were 

attached to the offer^ As regards the points raised by Professor Parisot and 

Dr Sùarez in connexion with the offer of a film^ resolution E B 1 5 w a s perfectly 

clear, since it stated "WHO must refrain from accepting any gift or bequest íáiich 

is accompanied by a condition which could be interpreted as prejxidj.cial to the 

Organization
1

 s international prestige" «> The resolution did not therefore lay 

dowx that all contributions to which' conditions were attached should be auto-

matically refused，birt merely that such offers should be refused if the conditions 

might be prejudicial to the Organization^ prestige. 

Although he did not agree entirely with Dr Brady regarding the use of the 

word "stimulate" in paragraph 5,2(4)，he was prepared to accept Dr Bracks 

suggestion^ in order not to place any more obstacles in the way of 七he malaria 

eradication p r o g r a m m e T h e r e could, however^ be no loss of dignity on the part 

of the Dire et or-General if he stimulated increased voluntary contributions towards 

a cause which was for the benefit of mankind 

Dr SIRI suggested that it would be useful to convene a working party to study 

the terms of reference of the Committee
P
 . 

The CHAIRMâN said that he had no doubt a working party could accomplish useful 

work. H owe ver ̂  the matter might bo more quick?“y disposed of at a plenary session 

of the Board, since all members would wish to express their opinion on the question. 

He therefore proposed that consideration of the item should be pursued at the next 

meeting-

It was so agreed^ 

The meeting rose at 5"35 p。nu 


