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1. PROGRAMME PLANNING (WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO IMrEGRATIOW OF PREVENTIVE 
AND CUEATIVE MEDICINE IN PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMME): Item 2.1.1 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions ША8.42 and EBl6

0
R5; Document EB17/58) (continued from page 17) 

The GHAIRMâN proposed that the Working Party on Programme Planning, which felt 

that it needed a "whole morning or afternoon to complete its *work
3
 should meet the 

following morning at 9 a . m” and that there should be no plenary meeting of the 

Board that morning
 # 

Dr SIRI said that at the meeting of the Working Party the previous day many 

ideas had been expressed -which he thought were of great interest not only to the 

members of the Board but to all who followed the work of WHO, in particular the 

representatives of other inter-governmental and of nongovernmental organizations 

attending the present•session. The Working Party
1

 s discussions had been described 

as informal^ but it had observed, the same rules of procedure as the Board. He would 

like to suggest that the next meeting on the subject be held, not in the room where 

the Working Party had. met the previous day, but in the Council Chamber^ so that more 

people could listen to the discussions• 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that -it had been decided at the previous meeting that, 

since the Director-General
1

 s report on th© subject "Was only a preliminary report, it 

should first be discussed 'informally by the Working Party. Did Dr Siri wish that 
• * 

decision to be reversed? 

Dr SIRI replied that he was concerned not so much with the document itself as 

•with its subject. 



EBl7/Min/3 Rev.l 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the Working Party would doubtless submit 

a report to the Board on the subject and then the Board would have an opportunity to 

discuss lté 

Dr SIRI said that the discussions of the Working Party on the subject were no 

more informal than those of the Board itself. The only differences between the 

discussions of the two bodies were that they had a different Chairman and that there 

were no official records oí the Working Party ' s discussions as there were of the 

B o a r d、 There ought to be a record of many of the ideas which had been- expressed 

at the meeting of the Working Party, 

Dr MONTALVÁN CORNEJO said that it would appear that Dr Siri wished the document 

in question to be discussed by the Board and not by the Working Party» He himself 

thought that the decision taken at the previous meeting "was the most suitable one 

the Board could have made in the circumstances: it "was often convenient to exchange 

ideas on important subjects at working party meetings (-which vere less formal than 

those of the Boar迻）and then discuss in the Board the conclusions reached by the 

working party. Members who made statements at meetings of the Working Party might 

well aak for their statements to be annexed to the Board
t

s official records. 

The CHAIRMAN said he understood Dr Siri wanted the decision the Board had taken 

concerning the Working Party to be reversed. He pointed out that Rule 48 of the 

1 
Boards Rules of Procedure readt "When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it 

1 
Rule 40 of the current Rules of Procedure, as reproduced in Off* Rec> Wlfl 

Slth Orç, Ашхезс lî ^
 a

 — — — — — 
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may not be reconsidered at the same session ••• unless the Board.，by a two-thirds 

majority of members present and voting, so decides 

Dr SIRI withdrew the suggestion he had made, as he did not wish to take up any-

more of the Board
T

s time. 

(For further discussion, see minutes of the twentieth meeting, section 5#) 

2 . EXTENSION OF APPOINT細Ï OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE "WESTERN PACIFIC: 
Item 6.6.1 of the Agenda (Document EB17/28) 

The DIRECTOR-ŒNERAL, recalling that at its eighth session the Executive Board 

had appointed Dr I. C. Fang Regional Director for the Western Pacific and authorized 

the Director-General to issue him a contract for a period of five years from 1 July 

1951 (resolution EB8.R6), said ttiat Dr Fang
1

 s contract was therefore due to expire 

on 30 June 1956. The Regional Committee for the Western Pacific at its sixth 

session had passed a resolution (WP/RC6.R1, reproduced on p«10 of the Regional 

Committee
1

 s report, attached to document EB17/28) recommending to the Executive Board 

the extension of Dr Fang
f

s term of office for a further period of five years from 

1 July 1956 to 30 June 1961
 f
 As mentioned on the first page of document EB17/28, 

it "was suggested that the Board might wish to authorize the Director-General to issue 

further extensions of Dr Fang
1

 s contract to cover the full five years without further 

reference to the Board, notwithstanding the fact that he would, reach the age of 

sixty (which according to the Staff Rules was the normal age for retirement) some - « 

eight months before the end oí that five-year period. He strongly recommended such 

action. Decisions taken by the Board the previous year, regarding directors for 

other regions, provided a precedent. 



The CHAIRMAN proposed that the appointment put forward by the Eegional 

Committee should be made in accordance with the rules of procedure governing 

elections. 

Dr MONTALVÁN COEKEJO said that he believed that all members of the Board 

agreed that Dr Fang should be re-appointed； it might however be advisable to 

follow the Rules of Procedure as far as elections Vere concerned. As regards 

an official continuing to occupy his post after reaching the age of sixty> he 

would like to ask what vere the WHO rules on the subject. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General^ Department of Administration and 

Finance, said that rule 920 of the Staff Eules； which was the rule in question， 

read "Staff members shall retire at the age of 60。 In exceptional circumstances 

the Director-General may, in the interest of the Organization, extend the retire-

ment age, provided that not more than a one-year extension shall be granted at 

any tine and that in 110 case shall any extension be granted beyond the staff 

member* s sixty-fifth birthday
1

',, 

Dr MONTALVAN CORNEJO thanked Mr Siegel for that information^ saying that it 

had satisfied him that the Board would not be breaking anjr rule if it took the 

action recommended by the Director-General. He was in favour of Dr Fang's 

contract being renewed for the full period of five years., 

Dr AZUMA, said he wished fully to support the recommendation made by the 

Director-General, 



ЕВ17Дап/3 Rev.l 

Dr SIIII said that he was in favour of re-appointing ‘ Dr Fang without a secret 

ballot on the subject if that was permitted by the rules, 
- . -â 

Dr nODRIGlGZ said he agreed with Dr Azuma that Dr Fang should be re-appointad 

for a further period of five years• 

After further expression of views by other members of the Board, a vote was 

/ 

taken by secret ballot, Dr Î̂ Iontr.lvan Cornejo and Dr Vollemreider being appointed 

tellers. 

Decision: It was unanimously agreed that Dr Fang should be re-appointed 
Regional Director for the Western Pacific for five years « 

Tho CHAIHI.iAN suggested that the Board should adopt the following resolution: 

The Executive Board
д 

Having considered the rocommendation of the Regional Committee, 

1. KE-APPCIKTS Dr I-Chi Fang as Regional Director for the Western Pacific 

as from 1 July 1956; and 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend his appointment from 1 July 1956 

to 30 June 1961, subject to the provisions of the Staff RvQ.es and Regulations• 

工七 was so a.greed( see resolution EB17.R5)» 

Dr JAÏTAÏI, pointing out that in the past the Board had sometimes appointed 
f 

regional directors by secret ballot and sometimes'without a secret ballot, suggested 

that the Board ought to adhere to one of those foiims of procedure • 



The DIRSCTOR-GííIíEPuib said that Dr Jafar 丨 s statement regarding the appointment 

of regional directors in the past 'was true. But the Board had not broken its 

Rules of Procedure, since it ъ/as laid dcxwn in Rule that subject to the provisions 

of the Constitution any of the Rules of Procedure might be suspended by the Board 

"provided that at least forty-oight hours< notice of. the proposal for such ••• 

suspension has been given to the Chairman and communicated by him to the members 

twenty-four hours before the meeting at which the proposal is to be submitted• 

however, on the advice of the Chairman the Board is unanimously in favour of 

such a proposal, it may adopt it immediately and without notice?• 

3. EXTENSION OFiAPPOINTMSNT OF REGIONAL D E G C T O ^ FOR THE EASTSÜÍ MEDITSKU账饥： 
Item 5 of the Supplementary Agenda (Official Records No. 60; Resolution SB15.IÍ33 
.and Document EB17/64) 

The DIRECÏOIÏ-GENEHAL, after referring to resolution ЕВ15Л133 of the Board, 

re-appointing Dr Shousha as llegional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean from 

1 February 1955 and authorizing the Dir e с to r-Gene ral to extend his contract without 

further reference to the Board, subject to the provisions of the Staff Rules and 

Regulations
 д
 said he >ri.shed to bring to the Board

1

 s attention the problem mentioned 

in the second paragraph of document EB17/64* The problem resided in the fact that 

Dr Shousha would reach the age limit established by the Staff Rules on 17 August 1956, 

He strongly recommended that Dr Shôusha* s appointment should be extended until 

31 January 1957« 

^ Rule 52 of the current Rules of Procedure as reproduced in off, Rec.
t
 WXd 

Hlth Org, 68. Annex 17 ' • 



Dr JAFAE proposed the adoption of the Director-General
1

 s recommendation, 

saying that that would be in the best interests of the Organization. 

Dr AMWAE and Dr TABEE supported the proposal. 

Decision: The Board unanimously adopted the following resolution (as 
resolution ЕБ17.Е6)： 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General^ 

AUTHOEIZES the extension of Dr Ali Tewfik Shousha^s appointment as 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Begion until 51 January 1957. 

k. REPORT ON THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOE AFRICA: 

Item 6.1 of the Agenda (Document EB17/24) 

Dr CAMBOUENAC, Eegional Director for Africa, said that the Regional Committee 

for Africa had held its fifth session in Tananarive^ Madagascar, from 19一2紅 September 

1955. Belgium, France, Liberia, Portugal, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland
9
 the Union of South. Africa, and the Federation of Rhodesia 

and Kyasaland (an Associate Member) had been represented at the session； a 

representative of UNICEF and representatives and observers from certain inter-

-

governmental and non-governmental organizations had also been present. The Director-

General of WHO had been present from 22 September onwards• 

The Regional Committee had discussed the Eegional Director's report, which 

gave an account of the health work done in the Region during the previous year, 

of future projects and als^ .level^T^entF r-jgarrîl.ng the staff of the EegiorLal Offic 



The report contained, inter alia, sections on the training of nursing personnel 

and on maternal and child health. It was noted that the fello〜/ship programme for 

the Region was developing rapidly: 84 fellowships had been granted during 1954 and 

135 had been requested for 1955» Particular attention had been paid to problems of 

environmental sanitation and of educating the public in health matters; there had 

been an increase in the nvonber of "WHCHs environmental sanitation projects in Africa, 

and it ；ras expected that s collaboration would bo requested in further such 

projects as a result of the environmental sanitation seminar held at the end of 1955# 

The need had been stressed of holding^ in collaboration xxith CCÏA, a seminar for the 

African Ilegion on statistics. 

As regards communicable diseases, action had beon taken in the fields of malaria
д 

yav/Sj tuberculosis and leprosy, but the possibility of ovontually integrating that 

work into the public-health services was always kept in mind. Particularly 

satisfactory progress had been made in regard to yaws; he would later give an 

account of tho conference on ytr.is and the conference on xaalaria^ which ha.d boen hold in 

Nigeria towards tho end of 1955• It was inç>ortant that malaria control campaigns 

should bo extended, as much as possible, leaving behind no area micovcrod. The 

report gave an account of tho work done by WHO tuberculosis survey teams in It 

pointed out that,
 T

.-7hilo bilharziasis constituted a very sorious problem for the 

¡legion, it would bo advisable to defer drawing up a proprammo for dealing with it 

until the bilharziasis canforence planned fpr 1956 • And it contained an account of two 

courso«s which had beon held 一 one in ïaoundé for medical personnel concorned with 

malaria and the other (in co-operation with ССТЛ) in Kenya on rribies. The ïlegional 

Committee had passed a resolution taking note of the report» 



- 一 

The Regional Committee had a d o p t e d a f t e r certain modifications
y
 the draft 

rules of procedure submitted to it. It had discussed matters arising out of th© 

resolutions of the Eighth World Health Assembly, and taken note of the resolutions 

on the second general programme of work (WHA8.10〉，on relations vith UNICEF (WHA8.12) 

and on the status of annual contributions (WBA8,13)- In regard to resolution 

WHA8020 (Public information activities) one member, pointing out that public 

information activities were at present being directed to the lay public^ had 

requested that technical information regarding WHO/UWICEF projects should be 

disseminated in a form which would be of use to technical workers in the Begion； 

it had been agreed that the Regional Director should take account of that request. 

There had been considerable discussion on resolution WHA8-50 (Malaria 

eradication). The view had been expressed that it would be unwise to lay down 

a specific period for the eradication of malaria in Africa, and that the present 

aim should be to undertake pilot schemes and research before embarking upon 

eradication schemes. But, of course, the ultimate aim was the complete eradication 

ûf malaria. The Eegional Committee had also taken note of, resolutions WÏÏA8.32 

(Planning for the 1956 Technical Assistance Programme) and WHA8»58 (Campaigns 

against smallpox), and of the Board
1

 s resolution (EBl6.El6) on the malaria eradication 

programme/ 

The subject of the technical discussions at the fifth session of the Regional 

Committee had been the health problems of the pre-school child in Africa and the 

role of the nurse as related thereto； the technical discussions at the Committee
1

 s 

sixth session were to Ъе on prnoĥ ，，ЛТ—р-ЬерЛ+Ъ methods of tuberculosis control 

in the African Eegion. 



Th© Regional Committee had discussed in detail the proposed regional programme 

and budget estimates for 1957> which it had approved after oertain amendments « 

Before the discussions in Committee he had had discussions with individual 

delegations and had agreed with them on minor amendments and adjustments, after 

©plaining the manner in which the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1957 

had been drawn up and why certain projects had been included in the supplementary 

programme and others not等 

It had ^een decided that the sixth session of the Regional Committee should 

be held in llanda, Angola^ from 24^29 September 1956, and its seventh session at 

Ш0 Regional Headquarters in Brazzaville in September 1957. 

Since the fifth session of the Regional Committee
;
 there had been a number of 

meetings on which he thought he should provide the Board with information： 

A nutrition course had been held in Marseilles^ in co-operation with PAO and 

the Government of France, from October to the beginning of December 1955* It had 

been attended by fifteen people from th© African Region and three from other 

regions, on Щ0 fellowships „ The fifteen from the African Region had subsequently 

undergone periods of practical training in different parts of Africa» 

In November and th© first half of December, three conferences had been held in 

N i g e r o n © on yaws
}
 one on malaria and one on environmental sanitation. It had 

been agreed at the international conference on yaws to recommend that an offensive 

on a continental scale against the endemic treponeraatoses
 f
 particularly yaws

 9
 be 

undertaken in the near future in Africa; that the programme； which should be 

co-ordinated for epidemiological reasons, should be planned by and undertaken in 

adjacent areas
r
 countries and territories； and that WHO should initiate the technical 



с o —,ordination of the work^ and that a conference of responsible health administrators 

should be convened as soon as possible to draw up a definite long-term programme. 

The malaria conference., vhicb. had been attended by some forty-five represen-

tatives (including some from other regions) had noted that little was yet known 

about the influence of holoendemic malaria on the rate of abortions and stillbirths 

amongst African women； and it had recommended that more information on the subject 

should be collected and assessed» The conference> having noted the amount of 

information recently obtained in West Africa on the natural course of malaria in 

African infante and children and on the relationship of spleen and liver weights to 

malaria infection^ had recommended that the studies which had bean made on that 

subject should be pursued and extended to other parts of tropical Africa- In view 

of the fact that existing information on the state of tolerance to malaria among 

adult Africans was still unsatisfactory^ it recommended that gaps in that 

information should be filied in as soon as possible； either by direct investigation， 

or indirectly by comparing the productivity and general socio-economic level of 

areas before and after the institution of malaria control^ or Ъу comparison of two 

similar areas of which one vas controlled and the other not* It had called for more 

information on malaria vectors and on the use of drugs for malaria control. It had 

alao recommended that malaria control shoulâ be extended as soon as possible to 

both rural and urban populations in the malarious parts of all African territories. 

The conference had provided the participants 書ith an opportunity for a very valuable 

.exchange of information. 
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The main conclus ions of tho seminar on envir onmental sanitation had been； 

(a) Th© real benefits of environmental sanitation to the well-being of the 

people were clearly recognized, 

(b) The environmental sanitation unit must be established in close relationship 

with the health service' of the country。 Its work must be based upon the 

country* s needs and resources and. it must have a staff competent to plan and 

direct all phases of the work
A 

(o) Sanitation m s t be regarded as an essential part of th© whole health 

service of th© country» 

(d) It was essential to draw tip a long…term plan for environmental sanitation 

so that individual programmes and projects might be fitted into the whole
a 

(©) It was always possible to do something to help environmental hygiene
} 

under any conditions and with any financial resources i frequently the simplest 

things were the most important
0 

Mr TURNER (Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa South of the Sahara) 

thanked the Board, on behalf of tho Secretary—General of CCTA and its Member 

governments
>
 for inviting an observer to attend th© present session

0
 Owing to the 

close links between WHO and CCTA and the agreements reached between the latter and 

the Director of the Regional Office for Africa^ there was no need for him to explain 

the general nature of the co-operation between them
0
 He would therefore confine 

himself to giving an account of CCTAis activities in 1955 in the field of public 

health and of how it had co-operated with WHO, 



Member governments of CCTA, wishing to lay a firm foundation for the exchange 

of information at the inter-African level with regard to research and field work 

on diseases affecting the countries concerned, and encouraged by the success of the 

Expert Panel of Correspondents on Nutrition^ had set up similar panels on 

tuberculosis, bilharziasis, leprosy and treponematoses. The function of the 

correspondents was to keep each other informed of latest developments in those 

diseases and methods of control. They would be shortly starting work and the 

X 

Joint Secretariat of CCTA and С SA could arrange for copies of their reports to be 

forvarded to the Eegional Office for Africa. In order to avoid any possible 

misunderstanding，he wished to stress that those panels would in no vay duplicate 

the work of WHO panels of world-wide scope because the CCTA panels would be 

concerned vith the specifically African aspects of the diseases in question, 

CCTA's Expert Panel of Correspondents on Nutrition had m^t in Marseilles in 

1955 and had discussed the initial stages of the preparation of an inventory of 

the organization and resources available for the control of malnutrition in Africa 

south of the Sahara. The inventory vould soon be published in the CCTA-CSA series. 

That meeting had been attended by the WHO inter-regional adviser on nutrition and 

F AO' s nutrition specialist, both of whom had put forward suggestions about the 

exchange of information in the light of the experience they had acquired during 

their travels in Africa. Some of CCTA's nutrition experts had also met later to 

prepare the third meeting of CCTA's biter-African Nutrition Conference, whicli, 

would be held in the autumn of 1956, either just before or just after the session 

of the Regional Committee. WHO would be invited to send an observer to that 
,. 2 

Conference. In view of Professor Parisot's observation at the previous meeting 

… , . 丨 _ 一 , . 

Sciontiíic Council for Africa SeuiJi of thu Sahara 

.
2

 See p. 25 
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th© Board might Ъе inierested to learn that considerable attention had been paid, 

When' preparing the draft agenda
;
 to the social and cultural aspects of the problem 

of training auxiliary staff, 

CCTA
J

 s Inter-Afriçan Oommittse on Statistics had met in 1955 and had started 
» 

a survey on the comparability of statistics in various fields夕 including health» 

Dr PÍ22I, of WHO»s Epidemiological Services, had made a statement on WHO!s futur© 

programme in that domain.^ 

During the late summer of 1955; CCTA had organized an Inter-African Conference 

on Social Saience^ at which WHO had been represented by a sociologist from the 

Regional Office who had submitted a paper on the social aspects of applied hydrology» 

CCTA had also arranged the third meeting on Inter-^African Medioal Co-operation^ 

at which WHO had been represented« The conference had adopted a recommendation 

on the exchange of information between medioal departments and expert panels of 

.correspondents• It had also adoptad a paper prepared by two Portuguese 

specialists on. standardizing methods of investigation and reporting in certain 

diseases, a copy of which would be forwarded to the Regional Office
t 

As Dr Cambournac had already indicated, CCTA and WHO had jointly organized 

a high-level training course in laboratory techniques and field control of rabd.es 

during July I955 • an outstanding example of со-operation in practical work which 

had yielded valuabíe results* During the last annual meeting the Scientific 

Council for Africa south of th© Sahara had reeowmended the establishment of an 

interWifrican scientific consultative committee for health to cover also social 

and cultural aspects
л 



The Council^ as well as the Inter-Afripan Conference on Medical Co-operation, 

had noted with satisfaction the collaboration between WHO and CCTA in matters of 

common interest* 

Professor PARIS ОТ said that Dr Cambournac ' s statement had usefully supplemented 

the information contained in the report on the fifth session of the Regional 

Committee for Africa, He welcomed the considerable effort being mad© by all the 

countries concerned; not only in respect of projects already in hand or planned
; 

but also in regard to the training and further instruction of personnel by means 

• . •. '4' • . . - . .. "
r

 ' 

of conférences^ seminars^ etc: a method of preparing for future work which should 

be truly effective• 

Clearly WHO!s plana for a total eradication of malaria were sound, but judging 

from the results of the malaria conference which had studied the forms and 

distribution of malaria in Africa, it might perhaps be wiser for the time being 

not to embark upon such ambitious plans aa those oonteirç)lated by the Organization, 

The technical discussions held at Tananarive and those concerned with the 

problem of tuberculosis also bore witness to the Regional Directoras desire to 

prepare personnel for future tasks
# 

He welcomed the collaboration which was developing between the Regional Office 

and UNICEF as well as CCTA, and congratulated Dr Cambournac on the results already 



achieved in raising the status of medical and auxiliary personnel as well as in 

improving the medical and economic situation of the populations in the countries 

served. 

Dr LE EOUX congratulated Dr Cambournac on a successful year» The Regional 

Office for Africa had now been set on its feet but it must not be allowed to 

overgrow its strength. He was pleased to see that wasteful duplication with the 

work of CCTA，which had recently com© to include public health, had been avoided. 

Although tuberculosis was not one of the foremost problems in the Region
;
 it 

was one of th© major threats to Africa, and efforts to combat that disease vere 

therefore very important. He was виге that the Regional Director would follow 

national plans closely, 

Dr ЛШАЕ expressed keen appreciation of the work being done in a very-

extensive region, whose problems in many respects resembled those of his ovn 

country. He noted that a common approach to certain diseases was being developed. 

As always where health problems were greatest, there was a vast gulf between needs 

and the resources available to meet them. That fact had been stressed by the 

Regional Director during the Committee
1

s discussions on malaria eradication projects. 

Dr JAFAE asked th© Eegional Director what progress was being made in the 

social welfare work which^ to the best of his recollection^ had been started in 

Africa. What vas planned for the future, and how was it being dovetailed into 

the Eegional Office
1

s programme? 



Dr CAMBOÜRNAC, in reply to Dr Jafar, said that the welfare work was continuing 

and he believed that rural health schemes would be further developed onc^ more 

adequate knowledge had been gained about the best policy to follow in the control 

of diseases, particularly bilharziasis
#
 (It might be noted that one of the inter-

country projects studied in detail by the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance had been a project for bilharziasis control in three countries in East 

Africa.) 

Dr JAPAR asked whether the Regional Office intended to continue such work. 

Dr CAMBOURNAC replied in the affirmative, saying that there was a social 

anthropologist on the staff of the Regional Office to help in developing field work; 

he would also be of great help in connexion with health education of the public, 

especially in helping to secure the collaboration of the population in developing 

health schemes
 #
 More staff would be required for the health education of the public 

in future but in the meantime, in the interests of sound planning, he was proceeding 

carefully. 

Dr JAPAR said that the Regional Director, after affirming that he intended to 
« 

continue social welfare activities, seemed to have suggested that he needed health 

educators, but surely their functions were not the same as those of the social 

anthropologist who at present seemed to be responsible for that side of the work. 

He had asked how social welfare activities vjete being dovetailed into health work 

precisely because he had had in mind the friction which sometimes occurred between 

social and health workers. The experiment now seemed to have been given a new turn 

with the emphasis being placed on health education. 



Dr CAMBOURNAC observed that the work of a health education adviser did not make 

that of a social anthropologist unnecessary. . 

Professor JETTMAR asked whether anything was being done in the field of mental 

health. 

Dr САШОШЫАС replied that, while not much had been done, countries ware interested 

in obtaining help for training workers and had been asking for fellowships in that 

subjects 

• • ' • . 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the absence of further comment the Board might take 

note of the report on the fifth session of the Regional Committee for Africa； pending 

the adoption of a general dr^ft resolution on the reports from all regional offices 

(with the exception of that for the Eastern Mediterranean). 

It was so agreed. . • 

5. ACCOMMODATION POR THE REGIONAL OFFICE POR AFRICA： Item 6.1,1 of the Agenda 
(Document EB17/4O) 

Dr CAMBOURNAC said that the paper on arrangements in connexion with accommodation 

for the Regional Office (document EB17/40) was self-explanatory. He would only add 

that it wâs hoped to be able to move into the building being built by the French 

Government some ten kilometres beyond the outskirts of Brazzaville during the coming 

summer, provided that the final agreement between WHO and that government had been 

signed. 

The CHAIRMAN, in the absence of comment, submitted the following draft 

resolution for the consideration of thç Boards 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report oi the Director-General on the developments 

concerning the arrangements in connexion with accommodation for the Regional 

Office for Africa, 

1. NOTES the report， 

2щ THANKS the Goverment of Prance for its generous efforts towards 

facilitating the establishment of the Regional Office for Africa, and 

3. EXPRESSES the wish that these arrangements will be completed in a 

satisfactory manner at an early date. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17»R7). 

6. REPORT ON SEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL С0Ш1ТТЕЕ FOR THE AMERICAS: Item 6争2 
of the Agenda (Documents EBl'7/25 and Add;l) 

Dr JAFAR said,that as the reports of the regional committees had been in the 

hands of members for a considerable time, it could be safely assumed that they had 

been carefully perused. Without at all advocating that the discussion on the 

important points should be curtailed, he would suggest that regional directors in the 

introductory statements might confine themselves to salient developments
ь
 because if 

they we. e to try and summarize all the activities in their regions there might be 

little time left for members of the Board to ask questions. 

The CHAIRMAN assured the Board that he would allow ^riple time for questions. 

Dr SOPER, Regional Director for the Americas, saying that he would be pleased to 

accede to Dr Jafar^s request， stated that the report on the seventh session of the 

Regional Committee for the Americas dealt mainly with programmes already in hand 



* 

rather than new projects. Document EB17/25 was thé original report prepared at the 

meeting of the Directing Council of the Pan American Sanitary Organization and of 

the Regional Committee, and document EB17/25 Add.l sought to present the same material 

in the standard form which the WHO Secretariat had suggested might be followed by all 

regional committees. 

Before proceeding with his statement he would like to correct a misleading 

impression which might have been conveyed by the statement contained in paragraph 2 

of Part 工 in document EB17/25 Acld.l. The regular funds for which the PASB could 

budget in. 19林7 had in fact been $115 000 and not $522 000, though over half a million 

dollars had been spent under the auspices of the Organization. 

Reviewing developments in the previous year, he said that countries had manifested 

keen interest in the programme for malaria eradication and the Pan American Sanitary 

Conference had increased the budget of the Bureau by the amount of $100 000 for the 

organization of a co-ordinating technical service, which had been set up in Mexico 

City owing to the importance of the malaria eradication project in that country. It 

would be remembered that at the Eighth World Health Assembly, the Mexican Government 

had declared its intention of initiating a national programme for the complete eradi-
. . . 

cation of malaria within the next five years. The necessary negotiations had 
д . . . 

proceeded satisfactorily and UNICEF had allocated considerable sums for the purchase 

of supplies and equipment. A few weeks previously the tripartite agreement between 

the Mexican Government^ WHO and UNICEF had been signed. 

With the exception of two countries, progress in the eradication of Aëdes aegypti 

had been satisfactory and the report indicated the action planned for the future. 
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The Directing Council of PASO, which served as the WHO Regional Committee, had 

decided to hold the next session in Guatemala and had for the first time drawn up a 

standard agreement for negotiation with host governments for the occasions when 

sessions were held away from Headquarters. He added that provision had been made 

whereby only part of the extra expense would have to be met by the host government. 

Dr SIRI asked for information on the zoonosis centre, 

Dr SOPER replied that about three years previously the Argentine Government 

had proposed, through the Economic and Social Council of the Organization of American 

States, the establishment of a Pan American Zoonoses Centre similar to the Centre for 

Foot and Moutrh Disease.in Rio de Janeiro. Problems connected with diseases affecting 

both man and animals were of importance in the Americas and since 19^9 there had been 

a veterinary public-health officer on the staff of PASB. The Economic and Social 

Council of OAS had approved the proposal in general terms and had referred the matter 

to the Technical Assistance Committee of OAS. At the request of that committee, PASB 

had drawn up a project for the centre and the Argentine Government had made provision 

for a building and for some laboratory equipment. The project had been approved by 

the Technical Assistance Committee but because of reductions in the technical assistance 

funds of QkS («̂ rhich woro similar to, though of c^xxrse muóh smaller than才 th#ao ef 

the United Nations), it had been impossible to finance the project. The matter had 

been discussed at the last meeting of the Directing Council and the Regional 

Committee in its Resolution VTI had authorized the Director to take appropriate 

measures so that the centre might receive at the earliest possible date the funds 

required for its operation. The project had recently been submitted through WHO for 

consideration as a regional project to be financed from the special reserve funds 

held by the Executive Chairman of the United Nations Technical Assistance Board. 
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Dr SIRI observed that the Argentine Government had already set aside over 

one hundred million pesos for the centre and a building was ready, yet for lack of a 

relatively small sum nothing had been done to put it into operation； nor did the 

immediate outlook seem very hopeful, judging from the report of the Regional Director, 

although all members agreed that it would be very useful. Perhaps the time had come 

for the Board to provide some impetus and he asked whether the subject might be taken 

up under item 3•斗 of the Agenda, 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the subject might more properly be discussed 

under item 3-2 or preferably item since item ^Л related to the general policy of 

UNIQEP/WHO relationship, and was not intended to comprise the examination of specific 

projects. 

• ‘ . • • . • 

Decision: The Board agreed to follow the Director-General
1

 s suggestion. 

Dr ANWAR asked whether the programme for the eradication of Aëdes aegypti, which 

was described as one of the most important projects in the Americas, and that for the 

eradication of malaria, were being co-ordinated. He also wished to know whether the 

former covered both urban and rural áreas• 

Dr SOPER explained that the campaign against Aëdes aegypti could benefit from the 

measures against malaria but that the reverse was not true. For example, 90 per cent, 

of the houses in one Colombian city had been sprayed in the course of an antimalaria 

campaign. If a little more had been done the Aëdes aegypti mosquito could have been 

eradicated in that city without any of the additional measures which had later proved 

necessary. 



The reply to Dr Anwar's second question was in the affirmative: the goal was 

the complete eradication of A'edes aegypti> It should be pointed out that the 

mosquito did not exist in forests in the Americas as it did in some parts of Africa, 

and generally speaking it was found in rural areas only in certain parts of north-

east Brazil, Colombia and Mexico， where, becauôè of the semi-arid climate, country 

people were in the habit of storing drinking water near their houses, 

Dr ANWAE asked whether the campaign against Aëdes aegypti through the use of 

larvicides might develop resistance in the anopheles mosquito breeding in the same 

place. 

Dr SOPEE said that since 19^8 a programme for the eradication of Aëdes aegypti 

had been operating in Trinidad
}
 but it had not been comprehensive or complete' in its 

results. In 195^ yellow fever had appeared in Trinidad and eventually in Port of 

Spain, and local authorities had reported that the mosquito had developed resistance 

to DDT. This had later been confirmed by careful laboratory studies. The possibility 

of Anopheles becoming resistant because of measures taken against Aëdes aegypti 

did not exist in the Americas^ since the anopheles mosquitos there did not breed in 

the artificial water containers where the larvae of Aëdes aegypti were to b© found. 

The danger of the two species developing resietance to iarvicides therefore presented 

two entirely separate problems. 

Professor PAEISOT said that each year the Board was struck by the developnents 

taking place in the Americas, where co-operation had been built on firm foundations 

dating back over half a century. He did not intend to touch upon matters of detail^ 

but would only mention certain elements in the Regional Office
1

s general policy 
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which seemed to him of importance. As stated in the section of the report concerning 

the general programme of work in the region of the Americas during the period 1957-19^0 

(docuiQent EBI7/25, Annex, page 3)• "National and international planning are 50 

thoroughly linked that each strong point or weakness in a national plan is reflected 

in the international prograrwne
,f

 • It was indeed essentiaX to adapt International 

programmes to the plans drawn up by individual governments and to examine carefully 

in what; spheres international work was required. 

It was also necessary not only to expand health services but to improve them from 

a qualitative point of view - which was the reason why PASB had considered developing 

education and training so as to create a professional body of qualified and semi-

qualified persons, employed full time and properly remunerated. 

Those were the basic constituents of a balanced and rational development in any 

region. He added that the principles of frontier sanitary agreements should be applied 

on a widei* scale so that common problems mig^t be more easily resolved through 

co-operative effort of the countries concerned, as was the case in Europe. 

In conclusion, he congratulated Dr Soper on his general policy, which ought i 

in time to be applied in otber regions# 

The meeting rose at 12ЛЪ P.m. 
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1 . PROGPJJÍHE PLANNING (ТЯТН PdTICULAIi R^FEÏÏSiïCS ТО ШТШНАИШ OP ？RbTlHÏIVE AND 
CÜRITIVS MEDICIES IK PUBLIC HEALTH PROGIUffiS) : Item 2,1,1 of the agenda 
(continued) 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Working Party on Programme Planning, which felt 

that it needed a whole morning or afternoon to complete its work, should meet the 

following morning at 9 a . m” and that there should be no plenary meeting of the 

Board that morning
f 

Dr SIRI said that at the meeting of the Working Party the previous day many ideas 

had been expressed vôiich he thought were of great interest not only to the members of 

the Board but to all \áio followed the work of WHO, in particular the r opr e sent at ive s 

of other inter-goveramontal and of non-governmental organizations attending the 

present session. The Uorking Party^ s discussions had been described as informal, 

but it had observed the same rules' of procedure as the Board, He would like to 

suggest that the next meeting on the subject be held, not in the room where the 

Working Party had met the previous day, but in the Ccmncil Chamber^ so that more 

people could listen to the discussions, 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that it had been decided at the previous meeting that, 

since the Director-General
1

 s report on the subject was only a preliminary report, it 

should first be discussed informally by the Working Party» Did Dr Siri wish that 

decision to be reversed? 



Dr SIRI replied that he was concerned not so much with the document itself as 

"with its subject
0 

The DIîtXïOr:-GH‘l£L pointed out that the Working Party would doubtless submit 

a report to the Board on the subject and then the Board would have an opportunity 

to discuss it-

Dr Sliil said that the discussions of the Working Party on the subject were no 

more informal than those of the Board itself^ The only differences betvreen the 

discussions, of the txfo bodies were that they had a different Chairman and that there 

were no official records of the Uorking Party
4

 s discussions as there were of the 

Board's• There ought to be a record of many of the ideas which had been e^ressed 

at the meeting of the 飞forking Party. 

Dr МОЫТЛЛШ COHHEJO said that it would appear that Dr Siri wished the document 

in question to be discussed by the Board and not by the forking Party• He himself 

thought that the decision taken at the previous meeting was the most suitable one 

the Board eould have made in the circuiristancess it was often convenient to exchange 

ideas on important subjects at working party jneetinge (which тгеге less formal than 

those of th® Bonrd) and then discuss in the Board the conclusions reached by the 

working party• Members who made statements at meetings of the TTorking Party might 

well ask for Vaoix statements to be annexed to the Board® s official records• 



The CIIAIIIMAK said he understood Dr 3iri wanted the decision the Board had taken 

concerning the "forking Party to be reversed^ He pointed, out that llule 48 of the 

Board
1

 s Rules of Procedure read:
 îr

i-Jhen a proposal has been adopted or rejected it 

may not be reconsidered at the same session "unless the Board, by a two-thirds 

majority of members present and voting^ so decides
11

* 

Dr SIRI withdrew the suggestion he had made, as he did not "vrish to take up any 

raore of ths Board
1

 s time. 

2 , EXTSKSION OF APPCIimEKT. OF THÜ r C G I O I ^ DliiLGTOR ？OR THE •ТКШ PACIFIC: 
• Item 6.6,1 of the Agenda (Document ЕБ17/28) 

The DIREieTOE-Gijl'CIiAL, recalling that at its eighth session the Executive Board 

had appointed Dr Fang Regional Director for. the Tie s t e m Pacific and authorized 

the Dire с to г-Сз ne ral to issue him a contract for a period of five years from 1 July 

1951 (resolution 二B8/R6)， said that Dr ？ang^s contract was therefore due to expire 

on 30 June 1956» The Regional Committee for the Western Pacific at its sixth 

session had passed a resolution see document 2B17/28，p^lO of attached 

document), recommending to the Executive Board the extension of Dr Fang^s term of 

office for a further period of five years from 1 July 1956 to 30 June 1961, As 

mentioned on the first page of docuiaent 3B17/2S, it uas suggested that the Board might 

wish to authorize the Director-General to issue further extensions of Dr Fang
f

s 

contract to cover the full five years without further reference to the Board, not-

withstanding the fact that he would reach the age of sixty (which according to the 

Staff Rules was the normal age for retirement) some eight months before the end of 

tha.t five-year periods He (the Director一General) strongly recoinmerided such action• 

Decisions taken by the Board the previous j^ox
9
 regarding directors for other regions, 

provided a precedent for such action• 



The CEilIPJ'LUî proposed that the appointment put forward by the Regional 

Committee should be made in accordance with the rules of procedure governing elections, 

to which he had referred^ 

Dr mW2!JJ7M CORKSJO said that he believed that all members of the Board agreed 

that Dr Fang should be re-appointed; it might however be advisable to follow the 

Rules of Procedure as far as elections were concerned. As regards an official 

continuing to occupy his post after reaching the age of sixty, he w u l d like to 

ask what were the Т-ЛЮ rules on the subject. 

Mr SIEGEL> Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and Finance^ 

said that rule 920 of the Staff Hules^ which was the rule in question, read "Staff 

members shall retire at the age of 60» In exceptional olrcumstances the Director-

General may, in the interest of the Organization, extend the retirement age, provided 

that not more than a one-year extension shall be granted at any time and that in no 

case shall any extension be granted beyond the staff memberts sixty-fifth "birthdays. 

Dr HOFrALVAN COPJiSJO thanked Mr Siegel for that infoiTaation, saying that it had 

satisfied him that the Board Tiould not Ъе breaking any rule if it took the action 

recoirrniended by the Director-Generals He (Dr Hontalvan Cornejo) was in favour of 

Dr Fangos contract being renewed for the full period of five years, 

Dr AZIKi said he wished fully to support the recommendation made by the 

Director-Generals 



Dr SIRI said that he was in favour of re-appointing Dr Fang without a secret 

ballot on the subject if that was permitted by the rule s • 

Dr RODEIGIEZ said he agreed with Dr Azuma that Dr Fang should be re-appointed 

for a further period of five years. 

After further expression of views by other members of the Board, a vote was 

taken by secret ballot^ Dr Montc.lvan Cornejo and Dr Vollenweider being appointed 

tellers. 

Decision: It was unanimously agreed that Dr Fang should be re-appointed 
Regional Director for the Western Pacific for five years, 

The CHAirîHAN suggested that the Board should adopt ths following resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the recommondation of the Regional Committee
y 

]_• RE—APPOINTS Dr I-Chi Fang as Regional Director for the Western Pacific 

- as from 1 July 1956; and 

2. AUTHORIZES the Directоr-Goneral to extend his appointment from 1 July 1956 

to 30 June 1961, subject to the provisions of the Staff Rules and Regulations4 

It was so agreed^ 

Dr JAFxiH, pointing out that in the past the Board had sometimes appointed 

regional directors by secret ballot and sometimes without a secret ballot, suggested 

that the Board ought to adhere to one of those forms of procedure. 



The DIRSCTOR-GIjNEPjIL said- that Dr Jafar > s statement regarding the appointment 

of regional directors in the past was true. But the Board had not broken its 

Pwules of Procedure, since it was laid down in Rule 50 that subject to the provisions 

of the Constitution any of the Rules of Procodure might be suspended by the Board 

"provided that at least forty-eight hours ̂  notice of the proposal for such ••• 

suspension has beon given to the Chairman and communicated by him to the members 

twenty-four hours before the meeting at which the proposal is to be submitted• 

If, however, on the advice of the Chairman the Board is unanimously in favour of 

such a proposal, it may adopt it immediately and without notice
1

.
1

. 

3, EXTENSION OF APPOINTMENT OF ПШЮШЬ DIR2CT0H FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERÎUNEAN: 
Item 5 of the Supplementary Agenda (Official Records Ncn 60; Resolution EB15.H33 
and Document БВ17/64) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, after referring to resolution ЕВ15ЛШ of the Board, 

re-appointing Dr Shousha as Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean from 

1 February 1955 and authorizing the Director-General to extend his contract without 

further reference to the Board，subject to the provisions of the Staff" Rules and 

Regulations, said he "wished to bring to the Board
1

 s attention the problem mentioned 

in the second paragraph of document EB17/64* The problem resided in the fact that 

Dr Shousha would reach the age limit established by the Staff Rules on 17 August 1956• 

He strongly recoinmended that Dr Shousha，s appointment should bo extended until 

31 January 1957^ 



Dr JAFAR proposed the adoption of the Director-General's recommendation, sayi% 

that that would be in the best interests of the Organization. 

Dr ЛШ/Л and Dr ТЖЗ?. supported the proposal. 

-Decision: It was unanimously agreed to adopt "Uae following resolution: 

The Executive Board
л 

Having considered the report of the Dir©ctoq>General, 

AUTHORIZES the extension of Dr Ali Tewfik Sh&usha«s anointment as 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region until 31 January 1957» 

4 . REPORT ON THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 腿IGâ: Item 6.1 oí 
the Agenda (Docuinent ЕБ17/24) 

Dr CAMBOURNAC, Regional Director for Africa, said that the Regional Committee 

for Africa held its fifth session in Tananarive, Madagascar, from 19-24 September 

1955. Belgium, France, Liboria, Portugal, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, the Union of South ^ r i c a , and the Federation of ilhodesia and 

Kyasaland (an Associate Member) гтеге represented at the session; a representative 

of UKICEF and representatives and observers from certain inter-governmental and 

non-governmental organizations were also present. The Director-General of WHO 

was present from 22 September onwards, 

The Regional Committee had discusssd the i^ogional Director»s report, which 

gave an account of the health work done in the Region during the previous year, of 

future projects and alae of developments regarding the staff of the Regional Dfflo^ 
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The report contained
3
 inter alia，sections on the training of nursing personnel 

and. on maternal and child health• It was noted that the fellowship pro^raifime for 

the Region, was developing rapidly: 84 fellowships had been granted during 1954 and 

135 had been requested for 1955» Particular attention had been paid to problems of 

environmental sanit^tión and of educating the public.in health matters; there had 

been an increase in the n m b e r of WHOts environmental sanitation, projects in Africa, 

and it ims expected that WHO'S collaboration would be requested in further such 

projects as a result of the environmental sanitation seminar held at the end of 1955» 

The need had been stressed of holding^ in collaboration x-rith ССТЛ, a seminar for the 

African Region on statistics• 

As regards communicable diseases, action had been taken in the fields of malaria, 

yaviSj tuberculosis and leprosy, but the possibility of eventually integrating that 

work into the public-health services was always kept in mind* Particularly 

satisfactory progress had boon made in regard to yaws; he would later give an 

account of tlie conference on ya:;s and the conference on malaria, which were held in 

Kigeria towards the end of 1955• It was important that malaria control campaigns 

should bo extended as much as possible, leaving behind no area unco vereda The 

report gave an account of the work done by WHO tuberculosis survey teams in Africa, It 

pointed out that, i-rhilo bilharziasis constituted a very serious problem for the 

Region, it would be advisable to defer drawing up a programe far dealing m t h it 

until the bilharziasis conference planned for 1956 • And it contained an account of tvro 

courso-s xThich had be on held - one in Yaoundé for medical personnel concorned xfith 

malaria and the other (in co-operation with ССТЛ) in Kenya on rabie s
 4
 The ?uegiona.l 

Committee had passed a resolution taking noto of the report. 



The Regional Committee had adopted^ after certain modifications
r
 the draft 

rules of procedure submitted to it# It had discussed matters arising out of the 

resolutions of the Eighth World Health Assembly^ and taken note of thé. resolutions 

on the second general programme of work (ШАБДО), on relations with UNICEF (WHA8
#
12) 

and on the status of annual contributions (ША8ДЗ) • In regard to resolution i 

WHA8
r
20 (Public Information activities) one member

}
 pointing out that public 

Information activities were at present being directed to the lay publio； had 

requested that technical information regarding "WHO/üNICEF projects should be 

disseminated in a form which would be of use to technical workers in the Region； 

it was agreed that the Regional Director should take aocount of that requests 

There had been considerable discussion on resolution WHA8
#
30 (Malaria eradicatior 

The view was expressed that it would be unwise to lay down a specific period for the 

eradication of malaria in Africa, and that the present aim should be to undertake 

pilot schemes and research before embarking upon eradication schemes,» But, of 

course, the ultimate aim was the complete eradication of malaria、 Th© Regional 

Committee had also taken note of resolutions "ЫНАв̂Э̂  (Planning for the 19$6 Technical 

Assistance Programme) and "WHA8
#
38 (Campaigns against smallpox)

t
 and of the Board，s 

resolution (EBl6.Rl6) on the malaria ©radiostion programme• 

The subject of the technical discussions at the fifth session of the Regional 

Committee had been the health problems of th© pro-eohool child in Africa and the role 

of the nurse as related thereto; tha technical discussions at the Committee*s 

sixth session were to be on the practical public-health methods of tuberculosis 

control in the African Region. 



The Regional Committee had discussed in detail the proposed regional programme 

and budget estimates for 1957， which it had approved after certain amendments• 

Before the discussions in Committee he had had discussions with individual 

delegations and had agreed with them on minor amendments and ad jus tments
 f
 after 

explaining the manner in which the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1957 

had been drawn up and why certain projects had been included in the supplementary 

programme and others not. 

It had been decided that the sixth session of the Regional Committee should 

be held in Luanda, Angola， from 24-29 September 1956； and its seventh session at 

WHO Regional Headquarters in Brazzaville in September 1957. 

Sine© the fifth session of the Regional Committee
;
 there had been a number of 

meetings on which he thought he should provide the Board with information: 

A nutrition course had been held in Marseilles^ in co-operation with PAO and 

the Government of Prance^ from October to the beginning of December 1955• It had 

been attended by fifteen people from the African Region； and three from other 

regions on WHO fellowships. The fifteen from the African Region had subsequently 

undergone periods of practical training in different parts of Africa, 

In November and the first half of December, three conferences had been held in 

Nigeria^ one on yaws^ one on malaria and on© on environmental sanitation^ It had 

been agreed at the international conference on yaws to reoommend. that an offensive 

on a continental scale against the ©ndemic treponematoses
1
 particularly yaws

;
 be 

undertaken in the near future in Africa; that the program©
;
 which should be 

co-ordinated for epidemiological reasons, should be planned by and undertaken in 

adjacent areas
;
 countries and territorios; and that WHO should initiate the technical 



co-ordination of the 翥ork, and that a conference of responsible health administrators 

should be convened as soon as possible to draw up a definite long-term programme
f 

The malaria conference^ which had been attended by some forty-five representatives 

(including some from other regions) had noted that little was still known about the 

influence of holoendemic malaria on the rate of abortions and stillbirths amongst 

African women
;
 and it had recommended that more information on the subject should 

be collected and assessed
#
 The conference

;
 having noted the amount of information 

recently obtained in West Africa on the natural course of malaria in African infants 

and children and on the relationship of spleen and liver weights to malaria infection^ 

had recoirrniended that the studies which had been made on that subject should be 

pursued and extended to other parts of tropieal Africa. In view of the fact that 

existing information on the state of tolerance to malaria among adult Africans 

was still unsatisfactory, it recommended that gaps in that information should be 

filled in as soon as possible, either by direct investigation^ or indirectly by 

comparing th© productivity and general socio-economic level of areas before and 

after the institution of malaria control, or by comparison of two similar areas 

of which one was controlled and the other riot. It had called for more information 

on malaria vectors and on the use of drugs for malaria control* It had also 

recommended that malaria control should be extended as soon as possible to both 

rural and urba» populations in the malarious parts of all African territories
 % 

The conference had provided the participants with an opportunity for a very 

valuable exchange of information. 



The main conclusions of th© seminar on environmental sanitation had been; 

(a) The real benefits of environmental sanitation to the well-being of the 

people were clearly recognized. 

(b) The environmental sanitation unit must be established in close relationship 

with the health service of the country» Its work must be based upon the 

country's needs and resources and it must have a staff competent to plan and 

direct all phases of the work
A 

(o) Sanitation must be regarded as an essentiaX part of the whole health 

service of the country» 

(d) It was essential to draw up a long-term plan for environmental sanitation 

so that individual programmes and projects might be fitted into tha whole眷 

(e) It was always possible to do something to help environmental hygiene
> 

under any conditions and with any financial resources : frequently the single at 

things were the most important
t 

Mr TURNER (Commission for Teohnical Co-operation in Africa South of th© Sahara) 

thanked the Board, on behalf of the Secretary-General of CCTA and its Member 

governments
;
 for inviting an observer to attend the present session* Owing to the 

elose links between WHO and CCTA and the agreements reached between the latter and 

the Director of the Regional Office for Africa，there was no need for him to explain 

tha general nature of the co-operation between them. He would therefore confine 

himself to giving an account of CCTAf s activities in 1955 in the field of public 

health and of how it had co-operated with WHO, 



МетЪег governments of CCTA，wishing to lay a firm foundation for the exchange 

of information at the inter-African level with regard to research and field vork 

on diseases affecting the countries çoncerned, and encouraged by the success of the 

Expert Panel of Correspondents on Nutrition， had set up similar panels on 

tuberculosis, bilharziasis, leprosy and treponematoses. The function of the 

с orre s pondent s vas to keep each other informed of latest developments in those 

diseases and methods of control. They would be shortly starting work and the 

joint Secretariat of CCTA and CSA could arrange for copies of their reports to te 

forwarded to the Eegional Office for Africa, In order to avoid any possible 

mi sunder standing, he vished to stress that those panels would in no way duplicate 

the work of WHO panels of world-wide scope because the CCTA panels would be 

concerned vith the specifically African aspects of the diseases in question. 

CCTA's Expert Panel of Correspondents on Nutrition had met in Marseilles in 

1955 and had discussed the initial stages of the preparation of an inventory of 

the organization and resources available for the control of malnutrition in Africa 

south of the Sahara. The inventory would soon be published in the CCTA-CSA series. 

That meeting had been attended by the WHO inter-regional adviser on nutrition and 

FAO's nutrition specialist^ both of whom had put forward suggestions about the 

exchange of information in the light of the experience they had aequired during 

their travels in Africa. Some of CCTA
T

 s nutrition experts had also met later to 

prepare the third meeting of CCTA
1

s Inter-African Nutrition Conference, which 

would be held in the autumn of 1956，either just before or just after the session 

of the Regional Committee • WHO would be invited to send an observer to that 

Conference. In view of Professor Parisot's observation at the previous meeting 



the Board might be interested to learn that considerable attention had been paid, 

Vhen preparing the draft agenda, to the social and cultural aspects of the problem 

of training auxiliary staff
t 

CCTA，s InterWlfrican Committee on Statistics had met in 1955 and had started 

a survey on the cougarability of statistics in various fields， including health
# 

Dr Pizzi^ of WHO* s Epidemiological Services
}
 had itiad© a statement on WHOîs future 

programme in that domain.* 

During the late summer of 1955, CCTA had organized an Inter^nAfrican Conference 

on Social Science, at which WHO had been represented by a sociologist from the 

Regional Office who had submitted a paper on the social aspects of applied hydrology, 

CCTA had also arranged the third meeting on Inter^^African Medical Co-operation^ 

at which WHO had been represented
#
 The conference had adopted a recommendation 

on the exchange of information between medioal departments and expert panels of 

correspondents
 #
 It had also adopted a paper prepared by two Portuguese 

specialists on standardizing methods of investigation and reporting in certain 

diseases, a copy of which would be forwarded to the Regional Office, 

As Dr Cambournac had already indicated^ CCTA and "WHO had jointly organized 

a high-level training c o u r s e in laboratory techniques and field control of rabies 

during July 1955î ал outstanding example of со-operation in practical work which 

had yielded valuable results• During the last annual meeting the Scientific 

Council for Africa south of the Sahara had recommended the establishment of an 

inter^-Afriean scientific consultative committee for health to cover also social 

and cultural aspects
Л 



The Council^ as well as the Inter-African Conference on Medical Co-operation, 

had noted with satisfaction the collaboration between WHO and COTA in matters of 

common interests 

Professor PARISOT said that Dr Cambournací s statement had usefully supplemented 

the information contained in the report on the fifth session of the Regional 

Committee for Africa. He welcomed the considerable effort being mad© by all the 

countries concerned； not only in respect of projects already in hand or planned； 

but also in regard to the training and further instruction of personnel by means 

of conferences ̂  seminars > etc 5 a method of preparing for future work which should 

be truly effective
# 

Clearly WHOfs plans for a total eradication of malaria were sound, but judging 

from th© results of the malaria conference which ljad studied the forms and 

distribution of malaria in Africa, it might perhaps be wiser for the time being 

not to embark upon such ambitious plans aa those oonteirç>lated by the Organization^ 

The technical discussions held at Tananarive and those concerned with the 

problem of tuberculosis also bore witness to the Regional Director‘s desire to 

prepare personnel for future tasks
# 

He welcomed the collaboration which was developing between the Regional Office 

and UNICEF as well as CCTA, and congratulated Dr Cambournac on the results already 



achieved in raising the status of medical and auxiliary personnel as well as in 

improving th© medical and economic situation of the populations in th© countries 

served, 

Dr Le ROUX congratulated Dr Cambournac on a successful year» The Regional 

Office for Africa had now been set on its feet but it imist not be allowed to 

overgrow its strength. He was pleased to see that wasteful duplication with the 

work of CCTA which had recéntly come to include public health had been avoided. 

Although tuberculosis was not on© of the foremost problems in the Region, it 

was one of the major threats to Africa^ and efforts to combat that disease were 

therefore very important. He was sure that the Regional Director would follow 

national plans closely» 

Dr ANWAR expressed keen appreciation for the work being done in a very extensive 

region, whose problems in mxiy respects resembled those of his own country» He 

noted that a coinraon approach to certain diseases was being developed. As always 

where health problems were greatest, there was a vast gulf between needs and the 

resources available to meet th©m
#
 That fact had been stressed by the Regional 

Director during the discussions in the Coiranittee on malaria eradication projects, 

Dr JAPAR asked th© Regional Director what progress was being made in social 

welfare work in Africa which, to the best of his. recolleotion^ had been started. 

What was planned for the future； and how was it being dovetailed into th© Regional 

Office's programme? 



Dr CAMBOURNAC, in reply to Dr Jafar, 

and he believed that rural health schemes 

said that the welfare work was continuing 

would be further developed one知 more 

adequate knowledge had been gained about the best policy to follow in the control 

of diseases, particularly bilharziasis. (It might be noted that one of the inter-

country projects studied in detail by the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance had been a project for bilharziasis control in three countries in East 

Africa•) 

Dr JAPAR asked whether the Regional Office intended to continue such work, 

Dr CAMBOURNAC replied in the affirmative, saying that there was a social 

anthropologist on the staff of the Regional Office to help in developing field work; 

he would also be of great help in connexion with health education of the public, 

especially in helping to secure the collaboration of the population in developing 

health schemes. More staff would be required for the health education of the public 

in future but in the meantime, in the interests of sound planning, he was proceeding 

carefully. 

Dr JAPAR said that the Regional Director, after affirming that he intended to 

continue social welfare activities, seemed to have suggested that he needed health 

educators, but surely their functions were not the same as those of the social 

anthropologist who at present seemed to be responsible for that side of the work. 

He had asked how social welfare activities were being dovetailed into health work 

precisely because he had had in mind the friction which sometimes occurred between 

social and health workers. The experiment now seemed to have been given a new turn 

with the emphasis being placed on health education. 



Dr CAMBOURNAC observed that the work of a health education adviser did not make 

that of a social anthropologist unnecessary. 

Professor JETTMAR asked whether anything was being done in the field of mental 

health. 

Dr CAMBOURNAC replied that, while not much had been done, countries were interested 

in obtaining help for training workers and had been asking for fellowships in that 

subject. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the absence of further comment the Board might take 

note of the report on the fifth session of the Regional Committee for Africa, pending 

the adoption of a general draft resolution on the reports from all regional offices 

(with the exception of that for the Eastern Mediterranean). 

It was so agreed. 

5. ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 6.1Л of the Agenda 
(Document ÉB17/4o) 

Dr CAMBOURNAC said that the paper on arrangements in connexion with accommodation 

for the Regional Office (document EB17/40) was self-explanatory. He would only add 

that it was hoped to be able to move into the building being built by the French 

Government some ten kilometres beyond the outskirts of Brazzaville during the coming 

summer, provided that the final agreement between WHO and that government had been 

signed. 

The CHAIRMAN， in the absence of comment, submitted the following draft 

resolution for the consideration of the Board: 



"The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the developments 

concerning the arrangements in connexion tóth accommodation for the Regional 

Office for Africa, 

1
#
 NOTES the report, 

2ч THANKS the Government of France for its generous efforts towards 

facilitating the establishment of the Regional Office for Africa, and 

EXPRESSES the wish that these arrangements m i l be completed in a 

satisfactory manner at an early date." 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted 

в. REPORT ON SEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOE THE AMERICAS: Item 6會2 
of the Agenda (Documents EB17/25 and AdcUl) 

Dr JAFAR said that as the reports of the regional committees had been in the 

hands of members for a considerable time, it could be safely assumed that they had 

been carefully perused. Without at all advocating that the discussion on the 

important points should be curtailed he would suggest that regional directors irx the 

introductory statements might confine themselves to salient developments, because if 

they we. e to try and summarize all the activities in their regions there might be 

little time left for members of the Board to ask questions. 

The CHAIRMAN assured the Board that he would а11ш ample time for questions. 

Dr SOPER, Regional Director for the Americas, saying that he would be pleased to 

accede to Dr Jafar * s request，stated that the report on the seventh session of the 

Regional Cowraittee for the Americas dealt mainly with programmes already in hand 



rather than new projects. Document EB17/25 was the original report prepared at the 

meeting of the Directing Council of the Pan American Sanitary Organization and of 

the Regional Committee, and ûoirament EB17/25 Add.1 sought to present the same material 

in the standard form which the WHO Secretariat had suggested might be followed by all 

regional committees. 

Before proceeding with his statement he would like to correct a misleading 

impression which might have been conveyed by the statement contained in paragraph 2 

of Part 工 in document EB17/25 Add.l. The regular funds for which the PASB could 

budget in 1947 had in fact been $115 000 and not $522 000, though over half a million 

dollars had been spent under the auspices of the Organization. 

Reviewing developments in the previous year, he said that countries had manifested 

keen interest in the programme for malaria eradication and the Pan American Sanitary 

Conference had Increased the budget of the Bureau by the amount of $100 000 for the 

organization of a co-ordinating technical service
5
 which had been set up in Mexico 

City owing to the importance of the malaria eradication project in that country. It 

would be remembered that at the Eighth World Health Assembly, the Mexican Government 

had declared its intention of initiating a national programme for the complete eradi-

cation of malaria within the next five years. The necessary negotiations had 

proceeded satisfactorily and UNICEF had allocated considerable suras for the purchase 

of supplies and equipment. A few weeks previously the tripartite agreement between 

the Mexican Government, WHO and UNICEF had been signed. 

With the exception of two countries^ progress in the eradication of Aëdes aegypti 

had been satisfactory and the report indicated the action planned for the future. 



EB17/Miu/) 
p a g e 2 4 . 

The Directing Council of PASO, which served as the WHO Regional Committee， had 

decided to hold the next session in Guatemala and had for the first time drawn up a 

standard agreement for negotiation with host governments for the occasions when 

sessions were held away from Headquarters. He added that provision had been made 

whereby only part of the extra expense would have to be met by the host government。 

Dr SIRI asked for information on the zoonosis centre, 

Dr SOPER replied that about three years previously the Argentine Government 

had proposed, through the Economic and Social Council of the Organization of American 

States, the establishment of a Pan American Zoonoses Centre similar to the Centre for 

Foot and Mout-h Disease, in Rio de Janeiro. Problems connected with diseases affecting 

both man and animals were of importance in the Americas and since 19斗9 there had been 

a veterinary public-health officer on the staff of PA8B。 T_he Economic and Social 

Council of OAS had approved the proposal in general terms and had referred the matter 

to the Technical Assistance Committee of OAS. At the request of that committee, PASB 

had drawn up a project for the centre and the Argentine Government had made provision 

for a building and for some laboratory equipment. The project had been approved by 

the Technical Assistance Committee but because of reductions in the technical assis-

tance funds of OAS,(which similar to^ though of course much smaller than, those of 

the United Nations), it had been impossible to finance the project. The matter had 

been discussed at the last meeting of the Directing Council and the Regional 

Committee in its Resolution VII had authorized the Director to take appropriate 

measures so that the centre might receive at the earliest possible date the funds 

required for its operation. The project had recently been submitted through WHO for 

consideration as a regional project to be financed from the special reserve funds 

held by the Executive Chairman o? the United Nations Technical Assistance Board. 



Dr SIRI observed that the Argentine Government had already set aside over 

one hundred million pesos for the centre and a building was ready, yet for lack of a 

relatively small sum nothing had been done to put it into operation； nor did the 

immediate outlook seem very hopeful, judging from the report of the Regional Director, 

although all members agreed that it would be very useful. Perhaps the time had come 

for the Board to provide some impetus and he asked whether the subject might be taken 

up under item ^Л of the Agenda. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the subject might more properly be discussed 

under item 5.2 or preferably item 4.1, since item 3.4 related to the general policy of 

UNICEP/WHO relationship, and was not intended to comprise the examination of specific 

projects• 

Decision: The Board agreed to follow the Director-General
1

 s suggestion. 

Dr ANWAR asked whether the programme for the eradication of Aëdes aegypti^ which 

was described as one of the most important projects in the Americas, and that for the 

eradication of malaria, were being co-ordinated. He also wished to know whether the 

former covered both urban and rural areas. 

Dr SOPER explained that the campaign against Aëdes aegypti could benefit from the 

measures against malaria but that the reverse was not true. For example, 90 per cent, 

of the houses in one Colombian city had been sprayed in the course of an antimalaria 

campaign. If a little more had been done the Aëdes aegypti mosquito could have been 

eradicated in that city without any of the additional measures which had later proved 

necessary. 



The reply to Dr Anwar
1

 s second question was in the affirmative: the goal was 

the complete eradication of Aëdes aegypti. It should be pointed out that the mosquito 

did not exist in forests in the Americas as it did in some parts of Africa., and 

generally speaking it was found in rural areas only in certain parts of north-east 

Brazil, Colombia and Mexico where
3
 because of the semi-arid climate country people 

were in the habit of storing drinking water near their houses. 

Dr ANWAR asked whether the campaign against Aëdes aegypti through the use of 

larvicides might develop resistance in the anopheles mosquito breeding in the same 

place. 

Dr SOPER said that since 1948 a programme for the eradication of Aëdes aegypti 

had been operating in Trinidad, but it had not been comprehensive or complete in its 

results. In 195斗 yellow fever had appeared in Trinidad and eventually; in Port of 

Spain and local authorities had reported that the mosquito had developed resistance 

to DDT。 This was later confirmed by careful laboratory studies. The possibility of 

Anopheles becoming resistant because of measures taken against Aëdes aegypti did not 

exist in the Americas since the anopheles mosquitos there did not breed in the 

artificial water containers where the larvae of Aëdes aegypti were to be found. The 

danger of the two species developing resistance to larvicides therefore presented two 

entirely separate problems. 

Professor PARISOT said that each year the Board was struck by the developments 

taking place in the Americas where co-operation had been built on firm foundations 

dating back over half a century. He did not intend to touch upon matters of detail 

but would only mention certain elements in the Regional Office's general policy 



which seemed to him of importance• As stated in the section of the report concerning 

the general programme of work in the region of the Americas during the period 1957-1960 

(document EB17/25, Annex^ page 3)• "National and international planning are so 

thoroughly linked that each strong point or weakness in a national plan is reflected 

in the international programme"• It was indeed essential to adapt international 

programmes to the plans drawn up by individual governments and to examine carefully 

in what spheres international work was required. 

It was also necessary not only to expand health services but to improve them from 

a qualitative point of view - which was the reason why PASB had considered developing 

education and training so as to create a professional body of qualified and semi-

qualified persons, employed full time and properly remunerated. 

Those were the basic constituents of a balanced and rational development in any 

region. He added that the principles of frontier sanitary agreements should be applied 

on a wider scale so that common problems mi幼t be more easily resolved through 

co-operative effort of the countries concerned, as was the case in Europe. 

In conclusion, he congratulated Dr Soper on his general policy which ought 

in time to be applied in other regions. 

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m. 


