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SPACE OCCUPIED BY Ш0 IN PALAIS DES NATIONS 

1, In response to a request from the Committee the Director-General presents the 

following information. 

Description of space occupied 

2. The World Health Organization occupies 271 offices representing a total surface 

are of 66 095。49 sq. ft, eight rooms used as a library reading room, briefing room, 

travel agency office etc, and covering a total surface area of 3455-88 sq. ft, and 

four committee rooms having a total surface area of 2871.63 sq. ft; in all a surface 

area of 72 423 sq
0
 ft. 

A review of this space and its allocation to staff must take into account the 

nature of the building and of the ~taff occupying it. As to the nature of the 

building, the space occupied consists of a email number of large offices designed 

to be occupied by a single person and therefore difficult to use in any other way； 

a few large rooms "ràiich are required for committees; and the remainder consists of 

small offices strictly too large for one person， reasonable for two, but inadequate 

in most cases to be shared by three or more persons. The interior walls are of 

solid masonry construction which for all practical purposes means that they are 

iiranovablê  and of course effectively prevent the transmission of li^it. In other 

words, economy in the use of space is limited by certain fixed factors. 

4. As to the nature of the staff, it is evident that in an organization employing 

the number of professional staff which WHO requires, there iaj a large number of 

staff，the nature of whose work dictates that they should occupy an office by them-

selves, Unfortunately is indicated in paragraph 3 above this means that those 

persons must unavoidably occupy floor space of a greater area than would be the case 

if smaller private offices were available. Similarly, some offices are.shared by 

two persons who could equally well have spa-îe in a much larger general pffice, and 

thereby require less surface area. However, such space does not exist. The follow, 

ing figures show the allocation of offices in this respect and the space allowed to 

persons of different categories^ 
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No. of staff No. of offioes Size of Sq. ft 
HQ EURO HQ EURO offices per person 

(sq. ft) 

Senior executives 
(Ш, DDG, ADsG and Directors 

Other executives and staff 
requiring privacy owing to 
the nature of their work 

17 

98 

2 

10 

17 

98 

2 

10 

225.96 -
449.77 

185.93 -
282.13 

325.83 

155.47⑴ 

Staff sharing offices 301 35 129 15 277,82 
(average) 

119.27 

lb tal 416 47 244 27 

N.B. No deduction has been made from these figures for space required for filing 
cabinets, shelves, cupboards etc. in offices 

5. Unfortunately there continue to be staff sharing offices, the nature of whose 

work demands, in the interests of obtaining the hi^iest degree of efficiency, that 

they should be on their own. Ihis situation has existed for some time^ during which 

period it has been apparent that the space requirements for the Headquarters staff 

are inadequate, 

6. However, since it has been known that the European Regional Office would ulti-

/iiatçly move from the space allocated to it in the Palais des Nations and that, at 

such time, the space would become available to Headquarters staff, no attempt 

has been made to obtain additional space. The move of the European Regional Office 

is to take place in the Spring of 1957， and only then will it be possible for the 

space which they occupy to be made available for Headquarters staff• 

7. The space now occupied by the European Regional Office is part of the total 

office space in. the Palais des Nations available to WHO under the terms of its agree-

ment with the United Nations. The crowded space facilities of Headquarters staff 

will be somewhat alleviated when the European Regional Office is able to release the 

space it occupies. It is expected that this will enable a rearrangement to be 

effected which will give reasonably satisfactory results so as to permit the efficient 

functioning of Headquarters staff at its present level. 

~ ⑴ A n allowance has* been made in computing this figure for consultants and other 
temporary staff who normally share an office having otherwise a single occupant. 
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Services related to the accommodation 

8. The facilities provided are: 

_ heat, li^it, power and water supplies; 

-cleaning, usher and messenger service; 

• local telephone service 

Method of calculation of the charges 

9. The metiiod of calculation of the charges may be siimmarissed as follows. The 

calculation of the present reimbursement rates was made in 1950 on the basis of the 

actual costs in 1949 of the following items : 

- a l l salaries and common staff coste of all the divisional staff below 

the office of the Chief of Division in the Building Management Division 

of the UN European Officej 

-salaries of all temporary assistance used by this Division as leave 

replacements, reinforcements for conferences, etc.j 

- t h e cost of all public utilities and local telephone services； 

- t h e cost of laundry services and miscellaneous supplies； 

- t h e cost of all expenditure on maintenance"of premises； 

華 the cost of servicing the offices occupied by the Building Management 

Division itselfj 

- 5 0 ^ of the cost of the office of the Chief of the Division. 

10. No figure was included for rental proper (interest or capital) nor for 

depreciation (as distinct from current maintenance) of permanent equipment. 

11• After deduction of some costs which do not relate direotly to the accommodation 

of the secretariat of the United Nations or of the Agencies such as the cost of the 

maintenance of the Assembly block and of the gardens, and also of the cost of the 

maintenance of the "non-working space" used by the United Nations alone, the remainder 

of the cost (approximately $340 500) is ahared by occupiers in the ratio of forking 

space" occupied by them. 



EB17/AF/WP/24 
page 4 

2 

12. For convenience the resulting charge is expressed as a charge per annum per m 

of "working space" occupied. The original charge applied in 1949 and 1950 was 

$20.90 per annum. To take account of the statutory growth of salaries ttirough 

increments^ etc», this original charge has been increased to $21.10 for 1951 and 

$21.30 for 1952. This rate of $21.30 was continued for 1953 and 1954 pending the 

result of a new costing which was to be made on the basis of 1953 experience. 

13, Since the whole question of the reimbursement rates was on the agenda of the 

Tenth Session of the United Nations General Assembly^ this rate of $21,30 was further 

applied in 1955 • The rates revised in accordance with the decisions of the General 

Assembly have not yet been presented to WHO, The estimates for 1957， as shown in 

Official Records No. 66, have thus buen based on the 1952/1955 rates with nn increase oí — ‘ . 

approximately % to take account of annual increments, etc. 


