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The coimnents aná suggestions forming the subject of this communication 

refer essentiaXly to the following documsnts : 

• EB17/42, which establishes a parallel between the study groups and the 

Expert committees and indicates 公 certain number of distinctive characteris-

tics of these two types of raeeting； 

- EB17/42 Annex I，which describes the ©roups idiich met from 1947 to 

I956 inclusive j 

- Add,I. (^nnex II)，which givos^ for the same period, detailed 

information on the expert coüUAÍttoes； 

- Official Records No. 66. pa^es 6C\ 62 and 63j which contain the proposals 

of the Director-General for studj groups and oxpert committees to be con-

vened in 1957• 

A study of these documents indicates a certain number of questions calling for a 

reply from the Board* Below will be found, definite suggestions in this connexion* 

2» Are the study groups necessaryy in adcition to the .expert coniinittees^ to 

enable the Director-Gene ral to discharge his task normally? There can be no doubt 

that the answer to this question is 

3- Under vjhat circumstances should the JJirector-General be empowered to convene 

a Study group instead of an expert committee? 

If one or raore of the following conditions are present2 

(i) The scientific or technical knowledge o£ the question whose study is en-

visaged is still too 班certain and the opinions of competent specialists too 
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diverse for there to be a reasonable e.xpectation of practical conclusions 

which can be immediately utilized by the Organization^ “ 

(2) The study envisaged concerns a strictly limited aspect of a general 

problem
л 

(3) The study envisaged implies the collaboration of narrowly specialized 

participants who may belong to veiy different disciplines and on whom the 

Organization occasionally calla without it being necessary, however^ to in-

clude them in its expert advisory panels。 

(4) Certain non-technical factor's render unsuitable an expert coranittee 

meeting，vihich would be too official in character • 

4. Three other distinctive characteristics^ which also emerge from a reading 

of document EB17/42^ would not seem to warrant x'etention: 

(a) The power to issue recommendations
0
 In general a small study group 

is not expected to issue гз с ошше ndati ons (see in particular 3 (1) above)5 

but it is not excluded that it -will succeed in doing、this« • On the other 

hand^ expert committees havo been known to find it impossible to formulate 

precise conclusions on Gorna point or other of their agenda, 

(b) The publication of reports• There is apparently no reason why the 

report of a study group should not be published, if it is -worth the trouble 

(see in particular the reports of the ОШР/'ШО Study Groups published in 

Official Records Nos« 11 and 19 in the Technical Report Series) ̂  On the 

other hand, do ciment EB17./42 Add, i shows that several of the expert com-

mittee reports have not bsen published^ 

(c) Administrative simplicityо It is obvious that the Board must 

endeavour to facilitate to the maximum the task of the Secretariat- Never-

theless^ considerations of convenience alone cannot justify the choice of 

a study group rather than that of an expert committee。 

It w i l l be seen that none с Г these 七 îirGe factors makes j.t possible to 

establish a valid distinction between study groups and expert committees
P 
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5
#
 What should be the relationship between study groups and expert committees 

\Aien these two types o£ meeting are held successively for the study of different as-

pects of one and the same problem? 

There are two, possibilities: 

(1) The meeting of the study group may precede that of the committee# 

This - happens in the cases mentioned above in .paragraph 3 (1) and (4) • 

Several concrete examples of this can be found in Annex 1 of document EB17/42: 

Joint OIHP/ШО Study Groups on trachoma^ cholera, plague and typhus
}
 Study 

Groups on poliomyelitis vaccination^ on international standards of drinking 

water quality^ on atherosclerosis, etc. 

(2) The study group may meet after the committee» This applies in the 

cases mentioned above in paragraph 3 (2) and (3)• The Study Group on the 

Rehabilitation of the Deaf and Partially Deaf Child (EB17/42, Annex 1) is 

an excellent example of this• 

In both cases the essential point is that the meetings of the group 

and of the committee should be closely complementary and form part of the 

development of a co-ordinated programme. For example
}
 it may be essential 

to convene one or several study groups before arriving at the stage of 

readiness for an expert committee^ but all efforts， from the outset， should 

be aimed at arriving at that stage, 

6# To what extent and in what conditions should the Executive Board Concern 

itself with study groups and give directives with regard to this particular type of 

activity? 

(1) The Diroctor-General includes in the Organization's annual Proposod 

Prograrame and Budget Estimates^ proposals with regard to study groups (see 

e.g* Official Records 66，page 60) # The Board therefore has a priori 

information concerning this aspect of the Organization's activities and it 

can discuss them at leisure (as was the case in the recent meeting of the 

Standing GormniUee _ EB17/AF/Min/5) • 
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It would seem logical in this connexion that the expenditure relating 

to study groups should appear under the same heading as the e^cpert committees 

and conferences rather than under the heading "Other Costs" of the Department 

of Advisory Services. ' 

(2). Does the Board intervene a： posteriori? Up to the present， no^ and 

it is necessary that it should do зо > 

The Birector-General should be invited to send to the Board, for its 

information^ the reports of study groups, accompanied by a covering note 

embodying any remarks he may consider useful. 

This does not imply that the Board must make a formal decision in 

regard to each of these reports individually (as it does in the case of those 

of the expert committees); the Board will or will not make such a decision 

according to whether it considers it would be desirable from the point of 

view of development of the Organization
1

 s activities. Any such decision 

would refer particularly to action to be taken in connexion with a given 

reconunendation or the interest that might attach to the publication of a 

report« 

(3) The Director-General must be left free to convene any particular 

study group as he may consider necessary during the current financial уваг 

even if a meeting of the particular group has not been provided for in the 

corresponding programme and budget estimates. The Director-General would 

merely report the step taken to the next session of the Board. 

7- In the light of the foregoing observations
y
 there appears to be a certain 

amount of vagueness and contradiction in regard to the assignment of tasks to the 

study groups and expert committees which met in recent years, or which are scheduled 

to meet in 1956 and 1957• ‘ 

The Board will perhaps wish to make some comments on the subject and we w ü l 

give a few examples by way of illustration• 
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(a) The overall studies on bilharziasis could，it would seem, have been 

entrusted to an expert committee, a study group being responsible^ on the 

other hand, for the relevant malacological investigations. 

(b) vías it wise，in the interests of a balanced programme^ to devote four 

consecutive meetings of a stucfy group, each meeting comprising 15 to 16 

experts, to the psychobiological development of the child? 

(c) In what sense can it be said (as it is in Document EB17/42 Annex I) 

that the training of medical practitioners in preventive medicine, and 

international protection against malaria - in connexion with which study-

groups are provided for in 1956 样 are relatively limited questions? 

(d) Why, in the 1957 programme and budget estimates, is examination of 

the question of children
1

 s dental health left to a mere study group, where-

as the particular question of the utilization of fluorine for tho prevention 

of dental caries is to be dealt with by an expert committee? 

8
#
 It is not the intention of the French member of the Board to propose any 

formal resolution even before the discussion on this agenda item is opened. 

Nevertheless^, if the Board were to approve the whole or part of the foregoing 

suggestions^ t-he French member would be very willing to prepare a draft resolution 

taking them- into account • The text of the resolution might include^ in particular^ 

the,proposals mentioned in paragraphs 2，3 (sub-paragraphs (1)，（2)，（3),⑷），5 and 

6 (sub-paragraphs (1), (2)
y
 fB)) of this communication^ 
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Cotomunication by Professor Parisot 

Page 2, paragraph 紅(b) second line: 

Delete: if it is vorth the trouble . . . . . . 

Substitute : if its value warrants this , . , . 


