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#
 This paper is submitted in pursuance of Resolution VJHA.8

#
40：^ Reports on the 

World Health Situation, in which the Health Assembly requested the Executive Board 

to study* the matter further and to report to the Ninth World Health Assembly on the 

arrangements necessary for the preparation of such reports, with special reference 

to the possibility that the Health Assembly study periodically a report on the world 

health situation. In the same resolution ths Eighth World Health Assembly approved 
2 

Resolution SB15.R51： "Assessments of the World Health Situation»
11 

2
#
 The Board majr wish to have for reference a simmary of the main points on which 

information was provided in the reports on this subject to the fifteenth session of 

the Board and to the Eighth World Health Assembly, 

2,1 Reports by Member States^ The Member States of WHO agreed under Article 6l 

of the Constitution to report annually to the Organization on their activities in 

health and the results achieved• Rule 5(a) of the Rules of Procedure of the 

World Health Assembly, which provided for the reports of Member States to be 

suncnarized in the Director-General
1

 s Annual Report, was suspended by the Fifth World 
3 

Health Assembly in Resolution VrHA.5%39* In the considerenda of Resolution EB15-R51， 

the Board recalled "the obligation accepted by Member States in Article 61 of the 

Constitution
11
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2.2 Reports on the world health situation in the work of the Economic and Social 

Council? In 1953 the Eronomic and Social Council decided to concentrate its effort 

on major economic and social problems which require international co-operative action 

for their solution» It invited the heads of the specialized agencies to take an 

active part in the discussion of these problems and of the development and 

co-ordination of the prograinmes of the United Nations and the specialized agencies 

as a whole.^ 

2 
2.3 At the request .of the General Assembly of the United Nations and of the 

3 

Economic and Social Council, WHO has co-operated since 1952 with the United Nations 

and other specialized agencies concerned in preparing comprehensive reports to the 

Council on the world social situation and on social development• The Council's 

consideration of social problems is based on these reports and on reports prepared 

by the United Nations and by* some of the specialized agencies on world developments 

in their technical fields. The Council reviews the prograimnes of. the United Nations 

and the specialized agencies in the light of the social and economic problems brought 

out in these discussions and on the basis of information contained in the annual 

reports of the agencies, 

2.4 Under both these items of its agenda, the Council considers the social field 

as a whole and the inter-relation of social and economic development. It is 

desirable that the information on health which the Economic and Social Council requires 

should be provided by the World Health Organization. 

〜 4 
2.5 In the considerenda of Resolution EB15.R51, the Board recognized "the 

responsibility of WHO to assess the world health situation and that such assessments 

are essential to the fulfilment of the Organization^ other functions
11

. 

2
#
6 Reports on the world health situation as related to the work of WHO: In 

addition to suggesting the general principle which the Board accepted in the clause 

quoted above, the previous reports on this subject outlined the information which 

1
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WHO now receives and the further information which would be requested of governments• 

It was assumed that the preparation of reports under Article 61 would involve the 

selection of significant points from the information which the governments already 

poss.ess rather than the collection of new information^ 

3
#
 In the region of the Americas, four-yearly reports on health conditions were 

1 
prepared by governments for the XIVTH Pan Ajnerican Sanitary Conference held in 

1954. From these, the Pan American Santiary Bureau prepared a summary of the 
2 

reports of the Member States for the period 1950-1953. 

4, The reports of the individual governments were based on a questionnaire prepared 

by the Pan American Sanitary Organization, This questionnaire is in two parts, 

the first dealing with health statistics and the second providing brief st?atements 

of health facilities and s e r v i e e s T h e second part (tables 9-16) covers a number 

of the subjects dealt with in the proposed check list of items on which information 

is to be requested from Member States in fulfilment of Article 61 of the 

Constitution, This check list is a simplified version of the list of headings under 

which information was to be requested from Member States in fulfilment of Article 61 
3 

of the Consitation^ which was circulated to Member Governments for comment in 1950 
4 

and was noted by the Board in its Resolution EB7.R71. The Check List was., annexed 
5 

to the report on the need for assessments of the health situation in the wçrld 

which was considered by the Eighth World Health Assembly. 

The suiranary of reports of Member States of the Pan American Sanitary Organization 

sets forth a principle which applies equally to the World Health Organization: ”For 

planning of health programmes in tho Americas, measurement of the problems is essential. 

Progress in health work requires basic information regarding the population being 
. 6 

served, the health conditions in the countries,, and the medical resources and needs"
 # 

These reports were prepared in accordance with the Constitution of the Pan 
American Sanitary Organization (Article 4D) and Resolution XXIII of the Virth meeting 
of the Directing Councile 

2 
The individual reports of countries were reproduced and distributed separately 

for complete descriptions of specific programmes, 
3
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6. As an immediate, practical step toward the fulfilment of the obligations which 

Member States of WHO have assumed under Article 61 of the Constitution, the Board 

may wish to consider recommending to the Ninth World Health Assembly that the other 

regional offices of WHO should collect similar information from governments. This 

would be consistent with the recommendation of the Board in Resolution EB7»R71 

(paragraph 4)1 that the Regional offices use their influence to obtain information 

from the Members of the regions in the form of uniform or comparable annual reports 

or statements suitable for incorporation into the records of WHO* 

7, It is suggested that the Directors of other WHO regional offices might communicate 

to governments, as a sample of the type of information requested, the Check List 

which was annexed to the report of the Eighth World Health Assembly» In consultation 

with the regional directors, in order to ensure that the essential information is 

provided, governments might suggest any changes in the Check List which would make 

it more suitable for their use. The information collected by the Eegiorxal Office 

for the Americas for the reports of Member States to the Pan American Sanitary 

Conference is adequate for the purpose of reports on the world health situation; 

thus there is no need to revise the questionnaire used in that Region. 

8, It would be the responsibility of WHO Headquarters to analyse and summarize the 

reports received by the regional offices and to prepare a report on the health 

situation in the worlds The Director-General would aim at preparing a report on 

the world health situation in 1958 that would enable the World Health Assembly to 

mark its Tenth Anniversary by undertaking the first general debate on the health 

situation in the world* This would coincide with the next reports by Members of 

the Pan American Sanitary Organization in 1958. 

9. The procedure suggested here is a first step towards the fulfilment of the 

obligation assumed by each Member State under Article 61 of the Constitution to 
11

 report annually on the action taken and progress achieved in improving the health 

of its people"• 
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