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1. Actions taken by the Eighth World Health Assembly aiid the Executive Board, 
at its sixteenth session 

. 1 

1.1 The Eighth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA8.30, inter alia 

established /under Financial Regulations 6,6 and 6.J/ a Malaria Eradication Special 

Account and laid down the rules to which the Account was subject. Paragraph IV of 

that resolution authorized "the Executive Board or a committee of the Board to which 

it may delegate authority to act between sessions of the Board to carry out the 

following functions: 

(1) to accept contributions to the Special Account as provided under Article 

57 of the Constitution; and 

(2) to advice the Director -General from time to time on any questions of 

policy relating to the administration )f the Special Account or to the 

implementation of the programme ', 

1.2 The Executive Board at its sixteenth session, after discussion of this 

matter^ adopted resolution E¡Dl6.Rl6
y
 the operative part of vrtiich reads as follows: 

"1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue with the implementation of the 

programme as set out in resolution WHAS.JO, paragraphs I, II and III; 

2. DEFERS until the seventeenth session the consideration of the establishment 

and terms of reference of a committee to act between sessions of the Board, as 

authorised in paragraph IV of that resolution
!l

. 
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2. Questions raised at sixteenth session of the Executive Board together with 
with some general o^r^nents 

——==• • ‘ 

2.1 It may be useful to outline briefly the major points vriiich emerged from 

the discussions as reflected in the minutes*'" of the sixteenth session and which led 

to the deferment of consideration of this matter as set out in the above resolution. 

Some comments are also given on these points. The main concern expressed by several 

members related to the great care which would have to be taken in accepting voluntary 

contributions to the Special Account, in case they emanated from sources or had 

conditions attached to them tending to advance the interests of the donor rather than 

the objectives of the'programme. While the Director-General fully recognizes the 

importance of the responsibility to be exercized in this respect, it should not be 

overlooked that voluntary contributions from private sources can play a very 

substantial part in furthering the malaria eradication programme
 f 

2.2 It seems to have been recognized generally by the Board that acceptance 

of voluntary contributions from governments was unlikely to present problems. One 

member of the Board, however, referred to problems regarding the determination of 

whether a currency werè usable or of the value to be attached to contributions in 

kind (services or supplies and equipment), as paragraph 2(1) of Part III of 

resolution WHA8.30 provides that
 11

 the Special Account shall be credited with 

voluntary contributions received in any usable currency and shall also be credited 

with the value of contributions in kind". The Director-General considers that he 

would be in the best position to answer these questions since the utilization of 

particular currencies will entirely depend on the planned programme, and the 

Director-General would be able to advise and recommend to the Board or any committee 

acting on its behalf to what extent contributions offered in such currencies could 

be used for the malaria eradication programme• The determination of the value of 

contributions in kind to be credited to the Special Account appears to be a matter 

of accounting only and presents no policy difficulty. It is normal practice to 

credit the accounts for such contributions in kind at the value set by the donor. 
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This is a practice followed by UNICEF and in the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance as well as other international organizations which have received 

contributions in kind。 

2.3 The Board further considered, after hearing the view of the Director-

General, that there was no immediate need for the establishment of a committee for 

the purpose of advising the Director-General prior to the seventeenth session on 

questions of policy relating to the implementation of the malaria eradication 

programme and that a postponement until the seventeenth session would therefore not 

hamper its development. 

2Л Views were also expressed to the effect that policy questions relating 

to the administration of the Special Account and the implementation of the programme 

were of such importance that they should be thoroughly discussed by the full Board 

before the terms of reference of any committee,which the Board may wish to establish, 

could be decided. Lack of experience was also cited as a factor in favour of 

postponing action by the Board. —— 

2 � 5 Reference was made by some members to the possibility, in the interests 

of economy, of contributions being accepted by correspondence, with individual 

members of the Board or a committee acting on its behalf, if established, rather 

than by convening special meetings。 Upon deferment by the Board of consideration of 

the establishment of a committee to act between sessions of the Board, it was clear 

from the discussion that any decisions would have to be taken by the Eoard only when 

in session and not by correspondence pending further study of this matter by the Eoard 

at its seventeenth session, A further clarification, made by one member, seemed to 

preclude the Committee on Gifts or Bequests from considering voluntary contributions 

to the Malaria Eradication Special Account。 

2.6 The Board members who favoured the immediate establishment of a committee 
V 

of the Board to act between sessions referred, inter alia, to the urgency of 

proceeding with malaria eradication programme throughout the world, аз had been 

stressed at the Eighth World Health Assembly, and to the fact that the Director-

General, while authorised to obtain financial contributions, could not accept them. 



EB17/52 
p-age 15 

Action taken by the Director-General since the sixteenth session of the Board 

In circulating the resolution of the Eighth World Health Assembly on "Malaria 

Eradication" (WHA8.J0) to Member Governments for their attention and such action as 

they may find appropriate, the Director-General invited attention to the Health 

Assembly
1

s decision to establish a Malaria Eradication Special Account to be credited 

with voluntary contributions. In the light of the action taken by the Board at its 

sixteenth session, and in the absence of any guidance from the Board, the Director-

General did not consider it advisable to take any concerted action to stimulate 

offers of voluntary contributions from governmental or private sources. It is hoped 

that the discussions at this session of the Board will give guidance to the Director-

General as to the manner in which he can best carry out the malaria eradication 

programme by stimulating voluntary contributions to the Special Account as was 

provided for in the resolution 8.30 of the Eighth World Health Assembly. 

4. Considerations on establishment of a committee of the Board on Malaria 
Eradication 

4,1 There are various considerations which the Board may wish to take into 

account when deciding whether or not a committee of the Board to act between sessions 

should be established. Perhaps the most important basic consideration is the 

urgency of proceeding with the implementation of programmes in order to achieve 

eradication of malaria in various parts of the world as rapidly as feasible. While 

the World Health Assembly alone can interpret its own resolutions, it seems clear 

that the provisions of resolution WHA8.30 are largely based on the need for speedy 

action. With this in mind, it may be logically concluded that the functions 

entrusted to the Board under Part IV of the resolution, particularly sub-paragraph 

(2) (referring to questions of policy relating to the administration of the Special 

Account or to the implementation of the programme) also include authority for the 

Board to approve the utilization of credits in the Special Account for programmes 

recommended by the Director-General• It appears that any other interpretation would 

disregard the urgency which the Health Assembly recognized was of essence in the inten 

sified efforts for malaria eradication. 
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4.2 As programmes for malaria eradication gain momentum it will become 

increasingly important that any voluntary contributions to the Special Account not 

only be accepted with the least possible delay but that the credits be put to use as 

soon as possible where the needs exist. It must be recognized that when contribu-

tions in kind are offered and accepted (either In the form of services or supplies 

and equipment) such contributions should be put to immediate use, as the services 

offered may be available for a limited period only and as contributions of supplies 

and equipment may otherwise require the Organization to incur expenses for storage. 

In view of the above considerations, the Director-General is of the 

opinion that the establishment of a committee to act between sessions of the Board 

would greatly assist him in the implementation of the malaria eradication programme. 

As already stated above, the Director-General fully recognizes the delicate task 

devolving on the Board in accepting such contributions as may be offered under 

specified conditions and the hesitancy, therefore, to delegate this important 

responsibility to a committee• The Director-General also recognizes that the lack 

of experience presents a problem in drawing up the terms of reference to be given 

to such a conmiittee. However, these problems can possibly be met by limiting at 

least the initial terms of reference of such a committee in some such manner as 

referred to in paragraph 5 below. 

5ф Suggested terms of reference of a committee tQ act between sessions of the 
Board should the Board decide to establish such a committee 

Should the Board decide to establish a committee on malaria eradication 

to act between sessions of the Board, it may, in view of the considerations described 

above, wish initially to limit the terms of reference of the committee until such 

time as more experience has been gained and more comprehensive terms of reference 

could be drawn up. The Board may, for instance, consider that offers of voluntary 

contributions from private sources to which specified conditions are attached should 

be left to the full Board for acceptance or rejection. Such a limitation of the 

terms of reference should, in the opinion of the Director-General, not cause undue 

delay in the implementation of eradication programmes• Furthermore, such a committee 

would, of course, always have the possibility of referring doubtful cases to the 

Board itself for a decision. 
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5.2 The following tentative suggestions for terms of reference of the 

committee to act between sessions of the Board are submitted for the Board
1

s 

considerations 

(1) Any contributions accompanied by special conditions shall be referred 

for decision to the full Board. 

(2) The committee is authorized 

(a) to accept voluntary contributions to the Malaria Eradication Special 

Account in currency or in kind from governmental sources providing the 

Director-General has determined that such contributions can be utilized 

in the programmej 

(b) to accept voluntary contributions to the Malaria Eradication Special 

Account in currency or in kind from private sources subject to such 

contributions having no conditions attached to them for their acceptance 

and providing the Director-General has determined that such contributions 

can be utilized in the programme. 

⑶ To authorize the use of credits in the Special Account for existing or 

new malaria eradication projects5 

{4) To advise the Director-General,on action to be taken to stimulate increased 

voluntary contributions from various sources to the Special Account; 

(5) To refer for decision by the full Board any matters which the committee 

considers should be so referred because of their important or controversial 

nature; . . 

(6) To make proposals to the Board for revisions of its terms of reference 

in the light of experience5 

(7) To report to each subsequent session of the Board any actions taken by 

the committee under its terms of reference. 
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6, Points for decision 

There are set out below the various points on vhlch the Board may wish to 

take decisions: ‘ 

(1) Whether or not to establish a committee of the Executive Board on 

malaria eradication to act between sessions of the Board; 

(2) The composition of such a committee; 

(5) Terme of reference of such a committee. 


