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In resolution SEA/RCU/R~, the R e g i d  Committee requested 
the Regional Director to ini t ia te  a suitable pi lo t  study w i t h  a vim 
to fornuiLating measures for the effective control of the enteric 
group of diseases and t o  report the results of such a stuay to a 
subsequent session of the Regional Conani$tee. 

Action has been taken to arrange for the assipuent, in early 
1962, of a WHO dlarrhoeal-disease advisory ieatil to Ceylon. B e  
objectives are to assist  in assessing the nature and extent of this 
public health problem and  to study the epidwiology of the enteric 
group of diseases. It i s  hoped that a study of this kind m y  make 
it possible for Ceylon to  forrmiLa%e measures for the effective 
control of these diseases. 

The need for identifying individual disease prevalence, 
particularly in the enteric group, has been long f e l t  in this  region; 
without more exact knowledge of the epidemiology, it i s  difYicult 
t o  formulate anythine, more *.in general recommenda.tions for improve- 
ment of health education, water supplies and sanitation. 

To promote the developmnt of services t o  meet this need, 
WR6 public health laboratory consultants have been assigned since 
1960 t o  advise on the improvement of public health laboratory 
services; onc of these consultants is now i n  India on a ten-month 
assignment. me development of public health laboratory services i s  
urgent and essential t o  thc collection of reliable information for  an 
epidemiological study of the nature and extent of the problem of 
the enteric group of diseases. OiLy then w i l l  it be possible to 
design feasible measures towards their effective control. 

WHO a b o  continues to ass is t  the de~lopment of epidemiological 
and health s ta t is t ica l  units in health directorates of South-East 
Asia and t o  provide fellowships for training in epidemiology and 
health stat ist ics.  

Continuing studies are also proposed under the World Health 
Orgrtnization's ~nedical research programme. A t  the third session 
of the WHO Advisory Camittee on Medical Research (26 - 30 June 1961), 
the Committee approved the progranrme of research proposed by the 
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Director-General. and,in particular, strongly supported a proposal to 
establish a scientific group on cholera research. The Committee 
agreed that there was an urgent need t o  renew and extend studies on 
the epidemiology, bacteriology, pathology, diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of cholera. 

As for other enteric diseases, act ivi t ies under the medical 
research programme are to be directed mainly t o  studies of the 
effectiveness and standardization of anti-typhoid vaccine, with 
controlled t r i a l s  in various parts of the world,and t o  assistance 
in  the establishment of international and national enteric reference 
laboratories in order to faci l i ta te  study of the oetiology and epi- 
demiology of enteric infections. 

The Regional Connittee may also be interested to learn of a 
programme of study being undertaken by the Indian Council of Medical 
Research. In 1961 it i s  proposed t o  orpnize two y~ilot  studies, 
one in the north and the other in the south of India. These pilot 
studies w i l l  be aimed tarsrds obtaining more detailed knowledge on 
the prevalence of diarrhoea1 diseases and associated epidemiological 
factors. In each study a population group of about 503 families 
w i l l  be followed up over twelve months through fortnightly visits,  ~d 
tho wt$alapr of casee of dSarrhoca xill be investi@ted by buth 
cl inical  and laboratory studies. 


