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The Executive Board, at its thirteenth session, postponed until Its fifteenth 

session the review of the following two organizations pending further information： 

(i) International Acaffemy of Forensic and Social Medicine 
• • < 

(ii) American College of Chest Physîcîans. 

The Director-General bas the honour to submit the follpvîng Information on 

these two organizations: 
• f 

(î) International Academy of Legal Medicine and of Socia^L Medicine 

A request vas sent to thfs organization, as well as to a number of other 

appropriate bodies and persons, asking for comments in respect of the preparatory 

study of the problems relating to international medical law and comparative health 

legislation. A constructive reply vas received, which is reproduced 5tt docujnent 

EB15/57. 

In his reply the President of the Academy Informed WHO that there vould be in 

Sfeptember 1955 an international congress of medical professional jurisdiction, 

medical ethics and comparative medical law. 

(ii) American College of Chest Physicians 

In reply to the Director-General's letter informing the College of the 

decision of the Executive Board, the President of this organization sent a letter 

dated 21 September (Annex 1). 

Although contacts vere made vith officials of the College during the year, 

mainly before the receipt of this letter, no opportunity of co-operation has 

occurred since the thirteenth session of the Board. 



ANNEX 1 

LETTER RECEIVED BY THE DIEECTOE-GENERAL FEOM THE AMEEICAN 
COLLEGE OF CHEST PHYSICIANS DATED 21 SEPTEMBER 195 � 

"Dear Doctor Candau, 

In reviewing the relation of the American College of Chest Physicians to the 

World Health Organization, a few words of explanation in regard to the College 

might be in order. 

In the first place, its name. The American College of Chest Physicians, 

through its Council on International Affairs, is truly an international organization. 

In the United States厂 it has 2,826 members and outside the United States, 1,9^2. 

There are 62 College Chapters throughout the vcrld, covering 80 cnuntries and 

territories, and making a total membership of ^,788, an increase of 5^8 during 

the past year. 

There has Ъёеп considerable discussion by its Board of Itegénts in regard to 

changing the name of the American College of Chest Physicians. This name vas 

retained, however, because the high standards set for membership for physicians in 

the United States must be maintained in the same relative standard in other countries 

in order for such men to qualify for Fellowship in the College
# 

The Council on International Affairs of the College is composed of representatives 

of each country. The Council meets every two years in various parts of the world and 

sets general policy and standards. Ench chapter, however, has a great deal of 

autonomy within this general framework. These 1,9^2 members outside of continental 

United States are thus not merely affiliated members of an American organization. 

A booklet listing our chapters^ as well as our Governors and Eegénts， is enclosed. 

Most of the names of our Governors and Regents are probably well knovn to you, as 

they represent the top-flight thinking and real leadership in tuberculosis through-

out the world• In those countries where there are members, and no chapters yet 

organized because an insufficient number of members are enrolled/ tha policy of the 

College is to make a specific attempt to develop such chapters with their own high 
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degree of autonomy. There is. considerable growth in some areas； for example, 

Germany has had 53 new members admitted since 1952, In 1952 there were 9 members； 

now there are 62，and more applications are steadily coming in. India had 52 

members in 1952，and nov there.are TJ• Finland had one member in 1952; now there 

are 10, and a chapter has been formed. Lebanon had 8 members in 1952. Now there 

are 17 and a Middle East Chapter has just been formed which includes Lebanon^ Syria, 

Jordan and Iraq. Japan, in 1952， had 19 members. There are now k6
4
 In Argentina， 

in 1952, there vere 112 members. There are now 129. In Brazil there were 187 

members in 1952. There are now 236, Canada had l66 members in 1952. There are 

nov 23О. In 1952， 69 countries and territories vere represented. There are now 

80. In 1952 there were 22 chapters outside of the United States, There are now 33. 

So you can see that, in spite of retaining the name American, the College is 

-fcruly-international organization. The members abroad are not merely members.of 

an insular i¿nerican organization; Ъ\хЬ
>
 u:i6’r the general policies of the College, 

the chapters pass upon their own merribcrs. They invite their own speakers and,. in 

general, conduct their own affairs as the pattern in their own countries vould ., 

indicate under the general policies of the College. 

The College has the unique position of having direct contact with the men. who 

compose its membership. , The College interest also extends to other diseaseg of. 

the chest beyond tuberculosis. This includes cardiology
#
 The College presents 

a foruir where physicians interested jn tuberculosis and other diseases of the. chest； 

in bronchoscopy, pulmonary physiology, cardiology, 2>ray, and chest and cardiac 

surgery, as veil as in industrial chest diseases, find a common meeting-：ground to 

discuss their problems
# 

•. • • " • • • ( » ’ . - . . , . • 

Another advantage; If a grass-roots opinion is desired from any cblrnti^ or
f 

• . • • • * . « . 

region where ve have members, particularly vhere a chapter exists, the iinôhîriery exists 

to set up a local committee through that chapter агЛ obtain the opinions of the local 

physicians in the question involved, This is frequently of importance on a practical 

level. The same approach can not a l m y s Ъе used in every ^ouatry� and, indeed, in 

the larger countries there are sectional differences vhich �mist Ъе 1л!сеп into account. 
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The. State Department of the United States has assigned an exchange student 

number to the College. This facilitates the travel of a doctor from any other 

óoxintry to the United States for the purpose of postgraduate study. The (Jollege 

is one of the organizations recognized Ъу the State Department of the United States 

for this purpose. Any qualified person from almoát any place in the vorld, vho is 

interested in working here, can be cleared by the College and an assignment obtained 

for the designated purpose. Our Governor or Eegent of the respective country 

advises us on the merits of the man involved. If he is not known to the Governor 

or Begent, usually a persotial interview can be obtained. The qualifications and 

possible benefits to the postgraduate student are better evaluated, his language 

facility ascertained, and the most suitable postgraduate program is worked out for 

M m , The use of these facilities of the College is such that, it would seem, the 

need throughout the world is very great for these services. 

The College has several publications. DISEASES OP THE CHEST is a scientific 

journal and one of the leading journals in its field in the world. It is received 

Ъу all members of the College， Ъу most medical libraries, and by many other interested 

persons. The College has recently completed a volume on NON-TÜBEBCULOUB DISEASES OF 

THE CHEST vhich includes authors from England, India, Argentina and Mexico, besides 

those from the United States. The companion volume on Tuberculosis, previously 

published, has enjoyed a wide distribution. 

The College has other publications which are issued on a periodic basis foi 

special purposes. Through these media ve can acquaint our members with the work of 

the World Health Organization, especially those portions that are related to special 

fields of interest of the College members. It is unfortunate that The Chronicle 

of the World Health Organization does not have wide distribution among the College 

members. I note, from time to time, that there are very important articles in 

The Chronicle that our members should be interested in. I refer, for example, 

particularly to Volume 7， Number 12, of December 1953
 л
 in which the influenza program 

of the World Health Or �nization is detailed and where a review of the World Health 

Organization publications on "Influenza - A Review of Current Research", as veil as 
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"Advances in the Control of Zoonoses", should be called to the attention ot the … 

College members. Knowing, about them, some would Ъе interested in procuring these 
. . . ‘ ‘ • * ‘ 

publications. We are planning to have notes in DISEASES OF THE CHÉSÎ， calling 

the attention of our members t。 such material. 

The College can render a service to the World Health Organization by-

acquainting our members throughout the world with the detailed vork of the World . 

Health Organization. Some of our members are in a position to bring influence to 

bear upon their respective governments to obtain adequate financial support for the 

World Health Organization program. 

World Health Organization is a branch of the United Nations. The United 

Nations concept needs strengthening anâ support by informed persons throughout the 

world. Physicians frequently have impact upon the thinking of their contemporaries 

far out of proportion to their actual numerical strength. We remind our members 

from time to time through our publications of their own qonnection vith the World 

Health Organization (through being a College member) and, thus, vith the United Nations. 
....- . 

We can undoubtedly help to gain a better understanding of these objectives and, in 

this way, to foster the so-necessary constructive and favorable opinion toward both 

the World Health Organization and the United Nations. This must be constantly 

stimulated throughout the world. It is no small matter. The College is in a real 

position to do this at a grass
r
roots level. 

The American College of Chest Physicians feels that it may be helpful to the 

World Health Organization in many of its projects. First of all, in gaining under-

standing and sympathetic consideration of the fundamental concepts of the World 

Health Organization. Secondly, in helping the World Health Organization apply its 

technical services in various areas. The College can help spread local understand-

ing and sympathetic cooperation toward application of such services. 

Regarding the operational services of the World Health Organization, the College 

Is again in the unique position to help Improve, first, the lack of technical "know— 

how" and, second, the lack of trained personnel to apply it. The need is for men 
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who are .actually doing work on the local level to give sympathetic consideration to 

your expert consultants and demonstration teams. Mçve cooperation can sometimes Ъе 

achieved through their own inteinational organizations, such as the American College 

of Chest Physicians, than through official health organizations alone. The College's 

well-functioning Fellowship program, which is being widely used by these Fellows in 

the local chapters, and other, media, such as the exchange of scientific information 

on a worldwide basis and contact with students in its own training courses, supple-

ment your program in these directions. 

In conclusion, I "believe you vlll seu that the College Is in the position tf> 

sympathetically interpret to its chapters and members throughout the world the aims, 

policies and current accomplishments of the World Health Organization in the fields 

of interest of the College and, in addition, to assist the World Health Organization 

in carrying these out Ъу obtaining, through College channels, well-informed inter-“ 

prêtât ion at à gjrass-root level.. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) William A. Hudson, M.D. 

President" 


