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Director-

that the 

following statement be circulated to the members of the Organization on the 

occasion of the forthcoming meeting of the Executive Board: 

In the course of the lengthy discussions which took place during preceding 

meetings of the World Health Assembly concerning the problem of the functioning 

©f the Regional Coimnittee for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the representatives 

of the Government of Israel expressed certain reservations with regard to the con-

stitutionality of the division of the Regional Committee into, two sub-committees 

and the compatibility of that division with the principles governing international 

organization. The hostility of the Arab States towards Israel, which manifested 

itself even in the field of health, induced the Sixth World Health Assembly to 

accept this solution for lack of a better (WHA6.47)• The Government of Israel 

remains convinced that in giving way to political pressures, the World Health 

Organization, far from facilitating a rapprocbe««nt between States temporarily 

at variance, is making such a rapprochement even more difficult and, in doing 
i л 

serious harm to its own prestige, is liable, from the constitutional point of 

view, to create thereby a dangerous precedent. 

However, during the Seventh World Health Assembly, the representative of 

Israel bowed to. the will of the majority when, by way of temporary solution and 

despite obvious shortcomings, proposed a method of applying the resolution 

of the preceding Assembly (WHA7.33). 

(REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA7.33 
INCLUDING THE REPORT ON THE MEETING OF SUB-CCM:îITTEE A) 

"The Ministry for Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the 

General of the World Health Organization and has the honour to request 
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The Israel representative did not oppose this solution, seeking therein to make 

it possible for certain States, whose obstip^cy had brought the Organization into 

this awkward situation, to bring about at least a partial remedy. However> the 

Governnient of Israel is bound to reiterate its serious doubts as to the wisdom of this 

solution. 

It is clear that the Government of Israel has made the utmost concessions possible 

in such circumsta'nces. It has done so as a mark of its confidence in those members 

of the World Health Organization of whose friendly sentiments towards Israel it is 

aware, and in the hope that these members and the Director of the Organization alike 

will, for their part, make the promised effort to assure the application of 

resolution WHA7.33 in the spirit in which ib was conceived, interpreted and adopted. 

At the Seventh Health Assembly, the President of the Working Group, commenting 

on resolution WHA7.33 which was drafted by that body, expressed the hope that althou^i 

the Arab States would for the time being sit on one of the two sub-committees and 

Israel on the other �certain members of the region would participate in the work of 

both sub-committees thereby establishing a link and a balance between the two parts 

of the Regional Committee• On the other hand, with the aim of assuring as far as 

possible the efficient functioning of the Regional Committee, the hope was expressed 

in the resolution that the two sub-committees would convene in one place and on the 

same day, albeit at different hours
 9
 In the course of the discussion, the Israel 

representative stressed the great importance which he attached to the fulfilment of 

this hope# It was in the light of this hope and of 七 h i s interpretation of 

resolution WHA7.33 that the Israel delegation to the Seventh World Health Assembly 

declared itself ready to recommend to its Government the acceptance thereof. 

Unfortunately^ the convening of sub-committee "A" in Alexandria has rendered 

impossible the simultaneous session of the two sub-committees in the same place
y
 and 

with it the application of the Assembly's resolution in the spirit in which it was 

adopted. Moreover, at the time of the convening of sub-committee "B", only two of 

the three member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region who were disposed to 

participate in the work of both sub-committees declared their intention of exercising 

their voting rights in that sub—commlbUee, • 
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The Government of Israel was thus placed in a position in which all the reasons 

which had led its delegation to 七he Seventh Assembly to refrain from opposing 

resolution WHA7.33 ceased to be valid. The Government of Israel was, 1л the circum-

stances, obliged to refuse to participate in sub-«sommittee »B", when it was convened 

in August 1954. 

The Government of Israel, however, hopes that the next World Health Assembly, 

when examining the situation created by the application of resolution WHA7。33 in a 

spirit contrary to its conciliatory purpose, will reach a solution in conformity 

with the principles of the United Nations Charter which should find their practical 

expression in all international organizations, a solution which should be mutually 

satisfactory to all interested States•” 


