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A problem of urgent nature, directly connected with the control of tuber-

culosis, is the carrying out of" research into the epidemiolo^- of the disease. A 

special sub-committee appointed by the National Plaitning Commission considered 

that, thou^ the results of investigations and research on tuberculosis problems 

are available from other countries, there was still a vast field for investigations 

for special problems regarding tuberculosis in India) and. they recommended, that a 

sum of Rs.10 lakhs should be allocated for research work to be done in the field of 

tuberculosis during the period of. the Plan. Such research is to be undertaken 

through the Indian Council ox Medical Research or the State Research Departments. 

A study on the eifect of sunlight on BCG vaccination was carried out in 1953 in 

India with the help of special staff deputed by the ШС/TRO. The results of the 

study have been published. Another stu<^ on the assessment of the degree of post-

vaccination allergy in samples of the vaccinated population is already under way 

with the help of a fecial team deputed by UNICEF and with the co-operation of 

ШО/ТЮ. A field research programme, which was started in 1949 for finding out the 

efiica,cy of different anti-tuberculosis methods used in the community of 50,000 in 

Madanapalle (Ándhra State), comprising both urban and rural populations is being 

continued... Several papers on preliminary findings have been published. It will, 

however, take a few more years before a final assessment can be made. The data 

that are being collected in this field research are expected to yield valuable 

iniormation regarding methods of tuberculosis control under Indian conditions. A 

research programme fer determining the usefulness of new antibiotic drugs, in 

tuberculesis, when used for patients treated in their homes, is under examination. 

Preliminary discussions are being held with the MÎO/ïRO authorities and the 

selection of the place of starting the programme is being explored in consultation 

with the rapressntatives of Ше XiHC/ïRO. 
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The results of these investigations will be of universal interest• It is, 

therefore, requested that the World Health Organization may favourably consider 

the possibility of helping in this programme by technical advice and also by-

recommending to the UNICEF to provide the supplies and equipment needed for 

carrying out §uch investigations• 


