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At the Fifth) Sixth and Seventh Assemblies, matters pertaining to 

International Quarantine and International Sanitary Regulations were referred to 

a special body of the Assembly called a Working Party, reporting directly to the 

Plenary and open to all delegates wishing to attend. 

It should be noted that, in the provisional agenda submitted to the Fifth 

Assembly and the Seventh Assembly, the above-referred to matters appeared under 

the general heading "Committee on Programme and Budget", but the Assembly, on 

the recommendatibn of the General Committee, adopted the procedure described above. 
t 

Not to speak about the previous Assemblies, it was noticed by many delegations 

to the Seventh Assembly that this procedure was far from being satisfactory 

especially in a night session where the question of Yellow Fever was discussed in 

the Working Party. ‘ Generally, special meetings of the Working Party were held 

at irregular intervals in any spare time available between the Assembly meetings, 

no verbatim record or minutes being kept »nd the attendance rising and falling 

according to the interest of the different delegations in the subject-discussed. 

The difficulties of the procedure ve-e even more evident when the report of 

the Working Party came to the Plenary Session of the Assembly for ratification. 

It is needless to recall the discussions and the number of amendments and with-

drawals of amendments that took place in that meeting. 

The question„.of. International Sanitary Regulation No. 2 is of vital ünpor-

tance to the Member States of the World Health Organization, especially in the 

case of subjects such as Yellow Fever when it is the duty of the'Representative of 

those States considered as receptive areas to safeguard the population against the 

introduction of such a disease. 
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These considerations render essential the need for the question of procedure 

for dealing with International Quarantine matters to Ъе re-examined with a view to 

giving them the place they deserve. 

It appears that the best solution would be to refer matters of International 

Sanitary Regulation Wo. 2 and International Quarantine to the Committee on Programme 

and Budget. A special Committee on International Sanitary Regulations should be 

established under the main Committee, in the same way as it is traditional to 

establish a Legal Sub-Committee under the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters. It would be the duty of the chairman of the Committee on Programme 

and Budget to make the necessary arrangements and allocate the time necessary for 

the Sub-Committee to achieve its task in an orderly пиппег, and also to fix the time 

in such a way that it would be possible for the members of all delegations to attend 

the discussions of the Sub-Committee without interfering with their attendance in 

other bodies of the Assembly. 

This would be made easier by the fact that the chairman of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget is a permanent member of the General Committee of the Assembly. 

As a matter of routine, the summary minutes of the discussions of the Sub-Committee 

should Ъе kept and be made available to all delegations. 

It is requested that the Executive Board would discuss the above proposals 

with a view to making the appropriate recommendations to the Eighth World Health 

Assembly. 


