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> " _ STIMULATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION PROGRAMMES

1. In resolution WHAT.53 the Seventh World Health Assembly requested the
Executive Board to consult with the Director-General on the best means of
stimulating environmental sanitation programmes in Member States. WHO's
assistance to governments in this field may assume different forms and deal
with varied problems of sanitation. However, WHO can exercise one of its most
important functions in convincing governments that an attack on an isolated
sanitation problem would be meaningless and wasteful in the long run if it were
not to be considered as a step within a broader improvement scheme.
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2. Types of WHO assistance

- 2,1 At the country level

Assistance to governments in environmental sanitation can be directed toward:

(a) the organization of sanitation services on a national level;
(b) the establishment of & national sanitation plan;
(é) the improvement of teaching and training, and

(d) thne development of pilot projects.

2.1.1 Experience has shown that an essential prerequisite to a successful
national sanitation programme is the establishment of an -environmental sanitation
unit at the appropriate level within the health department, - Here, WHO can

assist governments in organizing such units and developing their work.

2.1.2 One of the first steps in an environmental sanitation programme is
to establish a national sanitation plan, which should rely primarily on local
resources and take into consideration the level of development and-the stage
of evolution of the country concerned. The role of WHO is to assist governments

in formulating this plan.






