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RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST ADOPTED BY 
THE TWENTY-SIXTH WORLD HFALTH ASSEMBLY 

Resolutions of the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on the 
following subjects are attached: 

1. SMALLPOX ERADICATION PROGRAMME (WHA26.29) 

This resolution may be read in conjunction with resolution 
WHA25.45 (also attached), which was brought to the attention of the 
Regional Committee at its twenty-fifth session in 1972, and with the 
relevant sections (pp.XI1 and 34-36) of the 1972-73 Annual Report 
(SEA/RC26/2). The Regional Committee may wish to note the concern 
expressed in these resolutions about the persistence of endemic smallpox, 
the increase in the number of cases as compared to previous years, the 
need to ensure speedy progress of eradication and the maintenance of 
what has already been achieved. In the resolution, the emphasis placed 
on the priority need for active surveillance and the continued assistance 
to be given by WHO, including assistance for independent evaluation are 
particularly relevant to those countries of the Region in which smallpox 
persists. 

2. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON METHODS OF PROMOTING 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC HEALTH SERVICES (WHA26.35) 

The attention ofMember Governments is invited to: 

(a) operative paragraph 3 (I), relating to the concentration of 
WHO assistance to programmes for the development of health care systems, 
with special emphasis on meeting the needs of hitherto insufficiently 
served populations. This assistance would be useful in the formulation 
of national health plans giving priority to the needs of the people in 
rural areas, who, in the majority of countries of the Region, form over 
80% of the populations; 
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(b) operative paragraph 3(4), which recommends that WHO should 
11 further develop management methods suited to health service needs and 
assist countries in developing a national capability of applying these 
methods". It may be noted that the technical discussions being held in 
conjunction with the present session of the Regional Committee are on 
the subject of "Application of modern management methods and techniques 
for the improved delivery of health services"; finally, 

(c) operative paragraph 4 ,  which requires the Director-General 
to report to the Executive Board on, inter alia, "a comprehensive long- 
term research programme with systems of health care organization on 
local country-wide levels". As governments are aware, a beginning has 
been made in assisLing one country of the Region with a research and 
development programme on systems of health care organization at the 
national level. 

3. CO-ORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM: GENERAL MATTERS (WHA26.49) 

The Regional Committee may wish to refer to Part I1 of the Regional 
Director's Annual Report (SEAlRC2612, page 66), sub-headidg 5 - "Collabo- 
ration with Other Agencies", and also to the reference in the Introduction 
of the Report (page x) to the development of projects in family health as 
a part of community health programmes. 

Attention is also drawn to operative paragraph 3 requesting the 
Director-General "to present periodically to the Executive Board" a review 
of activities assisted by the UNDP and of the participation of the Organiza- 
tion in the planning and implementation of country programmes". Pertinent 
to this recommendation is Resolution 2975 (XXVII) of the United Nations 
General Assembly (also attached) which emphasizes the need for effective 
country programming, project implementation and, above all, essential 
participation of countries in improving delivery capacity. 

4. WHO'S PROGRAMME FOR HUMAN HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENT (WHA26.58) 

This resolution may be read in conjunction with resolution WHA25.35, 
which was brought to the attention of governments in the Region. 

In resolution WHA 26.58, the Regional Committee may like to note 
operative paragraph 3(1) of this resolution, in which the Director-General 
is requested to accord high priority to the long-term programme in environ- 
mental health, emphasizing (a) the assessment of the effects of environ- 
mental conditions on health, and (b) basic sanitation, with particular 
stress on safe water supplies and other methods of environmental control. 
Also relevant to the situation in some countries, especially those with 
continuing outbreaks of water-borne diseases, in the emphasis on the need 
to provide adequate resources and infrastructures for national environmental 
health programmes (operative paragraph 2 (1) ) . 


