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1 . GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK COVERING A SPECIFIC PERIOD: Item 2.1 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA5‘25j Document ЕВ13/19) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the main question involved in the document before the 

meeting was whether or not the future work of the Organization should follow the 

general lines on which it was at present pursued. It was important that unnecessary-

changes should be avoided so that there would be continuity in the work, 

Decision： The Board recommended that the present general programme of 

work of the Organization be approved without alteration and that the 

period be extended through 1957. (See resolution EB13«R2o) 

2 . CAMPAIGN AGAINST S M L L P O X î Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA6»18 and 

EB12.R13； Document EB13/50) 

The C H A I R M A N recalled the discussion at the Sixth World Health Assembly on the 

advisability of organising a world-wide smallpox campaign. The regional committees, 

and through them the countries, and the expert advisory panels had been asked for their 

viewsj those views were summarized in document EB13/50. 

D r . GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, stated that the 

opinions expressed b y the regional committees were far from unanimous, some being in 

favour c f a vigorous campaign, while others were less definite in their recommendations 

The replies received from the panel members had demonstrated the usefulness of the 

panels in the study of technical problems. Their opinions were given in summarized 

form only as the Board was not concerned with the finer details of the technical 

aspects of the problem. The Director-General felt that the study was still in the 

preliminary stage, and he would await the guidance of the Board on how further to 

proceed in the matter. 
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Ambassador HURTADO thought the Board need not concern itself with the technical 

aspects of the question. From the point of view of general health, what was needed 

was a recommendation to 'countries which had not already done so to introduce consulsoiy 

vaccination. 

D r . van den BERG thought there was little the Board could do at. the preserit stage 

except arrange that the study be continued. There had been no general agreement 

either in the Health Assembly or in the Board at its eleventh session in regard to 

the urgency of the need for a world smallpox cairçaign. 

He would be inclined to disagree with Ambassador Hurtado in regard to the 

advisability oí compulsory vaccination. In one country in particular, he knew from 

personal experience that the voluntary system worked satisfactorily and probably with 
. • 

better results than would a compulsory system. 

Ambassador HURTADO said that there could be no doubt about the efficacy of 

vaccination- He considered that the Organization should support the medical • 

profession in urging the need for introducing systematic vaccination - compulsory or 

otherwise - in c o m t r i e s which at preserit had no such system# 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that Ambassador Hurtado
1

 s point might be met b y including 

in the resolution the Board woiald adopt, a paragraph on the following lines: 

REQUESTS the Director-General to urge health administrations to conduct 

wherever possible campaigns against smallpox as ал integral part of public-

• • . • 

health programmes• 

Ambassador HURTADO, agreed to the Chairman's suggestion• 
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Dr. TO®A p o i n t e d out that travellers from Africa to Europe were required to 

have a health certificate. No such requirement was made in travel between countries 

within Europe itself. This seemed an anomalous situation. 

The CHAIRMAN felt that the matter was covered as well as it could be in the 

International Sanitary Regulations, which had been drawn up after very careful 

consideration. Incidentally,, it had been found in the United Kingdom that on 

recent o c c a s i o n s when sma2Ipox had been introduced it had frequently been by a casb 

of modified smallpox in a vaccinated person. 

Dr. VARGAS-MENDEZ asked if the Director-General could say what was the present 

state of the investigation into the relative merits of resistant dried smallpox 

vaccines. The Health Assembly had requested the Direotor-General to continue to 

support research on that matter； it was of the greatest importance, especially to 

countries with hot climates. 

Dr. GEAR f?aid trials were being made with dried vaccines in four institutions, 

in London, Copenhagen, Paris and Michigan respectively. The vaccines had been 

prepared in Indonesia， Vienna, Paris and Michigan. The tests had been begun between 

December 1952 and March 1953 and it was expected that laboratory testing would be 

completed by May 195斗. Arrangements had been made with Dr. Irving of London to 

submit the results to statistical analysis. After that analysis, two vaccines 

wou3-d be clioscn and s e n t f o r f i e l d t r i a l s， o n e i n an endernio a r e a , t h e o t h e r i n a 

non-endemic a r e a . The purpose would be to decide what IOD.I of potency occurred, 
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see how field tests, compared with l a b o r a t o r y results, and measure the protection 

afforded by the vaccines. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board should look at certain specific points 

in document EB13/'50 г 

Section 2.1, second 

The Board approved the request made со the Hegional Director for Africa. 

Section 2.2, s j j ^ ^ g g j ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ j U g g g j j ^ n 2.4, first operative paragraph 

The Board particularly noted these paragraphs. 

Section 3.4 

The CHAIRMAN wondered if the proposed manual referred to in section 3.4 was 

intended for those who were actually carrying out laboratory diagnosis or for 

workers who were c a l l e d лдроп to d iagnose c a s e s of smallpox and would need to know 

the ways in which laboratory facilities could help them. The United Kingdom had 

produced a manual on the j.atter lines which bad proved most helpful. 

Dr. QEAR said that the reference was .to the first type of manual. It was 

felt that something on the lines of the United Kingdom manual on laboratory methods 

.could be made better known tc very good effect； a recommendation had been made on 

the subject to the Director-General by the expert panel. 
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Ambassador HURTADO thought it was possible to over-emphasize the importance of 

laboratory diagnosis. Chemical and laboratory diagnoses were extremely important 
* • Î ' 

and helpful but a health administrator, faced with an outbreak of disease, had to 

take immediate action. If he could not rely on clinical epidemiology and had to 

await laboratory confirmât!onJ a disastrous situation might develop. 

Dr. HÏDE wished to raise a question in connexion with sub-paragraph 4 on page 2 

of document EB13/50. Was the Organization in a position to provide equipment and 

technical advice to promote the production of glycerinated or dried vaccine? If 

so, did the position indicated by the map on page 235 of Volume.6, No. 9 of the 

Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report mean that a more active policy in that 

. • -

connexion was called for on the part of the Organization? 

- , , , . . . . . . • ’ . 、 • : ” . . . . . ； • .. ；； '•； I 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that sub-paragraph 斗 should be read in 

conjunction with sub-paragraph 1 on the same page. In the Americas, the Organization 

had collaborated with the Pan American Sanitary Organization and UNICEF in providing 

• “ 1 
equipment and technical advice. Plant for producing vaccine had been set up in 

'. , .<-、. • ； ... . ' - il f； г、 . •’ 

Colombia and plans had been made to provide for other areas. In 1951 the Pan 

American Sanitary Organization had provided ^75,000 for smallpox campaigns, part of which 

was to be used for providing better vaccines. — j 

The CHAIRMAN said that section 3-1 on page 4 should be considered In the same 
’：.‘ J ‘ ‘ - ： ‘ ....

 : r 

. t ¡ ¡ . . • : 、 、 . ， ， . . ， d ! 、 . '. . . . : > ： . ； • - ； í ^ r •“ \tp'
r

. ‘ ： ‘ ‘ ；: I 

connexion. Pending the results of further trials, the recommendation of the 

leading authorities who had been consulted on the vaccine had to be accepted• 
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Dr. TOOBA said that while dried vaccine produced excellent results, dangers 

might arise when the personnel using such a vaeeine was not properly trained. 

Dr. ANWAR agreed with the previous speaker that certain difficulties were 

involved but thought they were outweighed by other considerations. In tropical 

countries, the state of communications was the over-riding consideration. In 

Indonesia, dried vaccine had been introduced as an integral feature of the health 

service. 

Eie CHAIRMAN suggested that specific reeonmendations had been made to the Board 

and that pending further study they should be accepted. Reverting to the point he 

had raised previously in connexion with the manual on laboratory diagnosis, he 

thought what was really required was not so much a manual as a note explaining to 

clinicians how the laboratory could be of help in diagnosis. He asked the view of 

the Board on whether it would be advisable to produce such a document at present 

with the authority of the Organization. 

Dr. GEAR suggested that the point In question was but one of a number whioh 

had been referred to the Director一General by the panel: no definite proposal was 

being made at the present stage. 

Decision: It was agreed to request the Director-General to include additional 
studies on smallpox in his programme plans where possible, and draw the 
attention of governments to the importance of including smallpox campaigns 
in their public-health programmes. (See resolution EB13.R3.) 
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STANDARDIZATION OP LABORATORÏ TESTS OP POOD: Item 2.3 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA6.16； Document EB13/^) 

Professor ANDERSEN, recalling that the item had been referred to the Executive 

Board by the Sixth World Health Assembly, suggested that the matter might best be 

dealt with by setting up a service in the Organization which would collect information 

from laboratories in various countries and details of national legislation on the 

subject. If sunh information was analysed and published at fairly short intervals, 

a considerable degree of uniformity could be achieved. 

Dr. van den BERG asked for more time to study the document before the meeting. 

Decision: The Board agreed to postpone consideration of item 2.3. (For 
discussion, see third meeting, section 2.) 

4. SELECTION OP NON-PROPRIETAEY NAMES FOR DRUGS - APPLICATION OP PROCEDURE AND 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES A D O P T E D S Item 2Л of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA6.15 and 
EB12.R24； Document EB13/39) 

Dr. GEAR said that the document before the meeting was a progress report: he 

added that 299 non-proprietary names had been published in the October issue of the 

Chronical of the World Health Organization. By 8 January 195杯，on3.y three specific 
— — — _ i « r • 、 一 I ‘ '4 • • и— I !• ч I .и—fetá^.n» » _ 丨 I 1 — » 

objections had been received, two from the United States of America and one from Prance 

The Board would recall that objections could be made at any time up to six months 

after the date of publication in the Chronicle. The Board might wish to postpone 

further consideration until the Director-General had more experience of methods and 

procedures, and might a c c o r d i n g l y decide to adopt the draft resolution set out on 

page 3 of the document. 
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Pe c i s í .?-q. ; T he Board adopted the draft resolution in document EB13/39 ÍSee 
resolution E31).PA.)

 v 

5. COMMIOTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE • FIRST REPORT： Item 2.5 of the Agenda 
(Document EB13/23) 

T h e

 Board agreed to await a report from the working party which it 
had decided, at its first meeting, to set up. It was further agreed that 
Dr. Vargas-Mendez should be one of the members of the working party. (For 
report of working party, see twenty-fourth meeting, section 7.) 

6. REVIEW.OF REP0RÏS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES: Item 2.6 of the Agenda 

on Malarias fifth report (Document E B l V l ô )
1 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the responsibility of the Board in regard to the reports 

of the expert committees was very limited. It was not entitled to alter the wording of 

a report, and should only deal with it from the point of view of any administrative 

implications it might contain. 

The SIRECTOR-üENERAL suggested that the Board, in its decisions, should note a 

report in its entirety and not particular recommendations； otherwise undue emphasis 

might be given to certain features. 

The Board noted the report and authorized its publication. (See " 
resolution EB13.R5.) 

Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis; first report (Document EB13/17)
2 

Dr. SUTTER, Assistant Director^General, Advisory Services, introducing the report, 

said that the expert committee's primary object had been to prepare a ocxnprehensive 

1 „ 
To be published as Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. 3er. 1954, 80 
T

? -
b e

 P o l i s h e d as №dH l t h _ 0 r g . teohn. Rep. Ser. 1954, 8l 
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survey of current knowledge on poliomyelitis and to review the recent major discoveries 

in prophylaxis and control, with a view to deciding their place in future efforts to 

combat the disease. 

The work fell into various sections: poliomyelitis virus, epidemiology, 

control measures, etc. He drew special attention to the recommendations for 

further research and future development (section 9 of the report) and to Appendix I , 

on the isolation and identification of poliomyelitis virus in the laboratory. 

The CHAIRMAN considered it a very useful and comprehensive report, of great 

value at the present time. 

He invited observations on the first of the recommendations for further 

research (section 9, paragraph 1). 

Dr. TOGBA, speaking as a health administrator, referred to a recent isolated 

outbreak of poliomyelitis in Liberia which had raised grave problems for the 

responsible authorities. The country had hitherto been completely free of the 

disease; hence, no precautionary measures had been foreseen and it had proved 

impossible to obtain adequate quantities of gamma globulin, which was in short 

supply. Likewise, appeals to WIIO and UNICEF for an iron lung failed to elicit 

help. 

With the rapidity of present-day communications, a similar situation might 

easily arise in any part of the world and he would therefore ask the Secretariat 

when it was considered proper for WHO to intervene or what body should be asked for 

help in such an emergency. 
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The CHAIRMAN felt that the expert committee had not been unmindful of the 

possibility of isolated outbreaks, as was shown by its recommendations for further 

research into the spread of the disease. 

A.r.ibassad<x HURTADO commended the report as one of the most interesting and 

comprehensive submitted since he had been on the Executive Board. As a 

paediatrician he could vouch for the excellence of the present report and would 

ask the Director-General to have it distributed as speedily and as widely as 

possible amongst Member States. 

D r . Togba might perhaps find the answer to his problem in the report itself. 

Its aim was to teach the physician what to do when poliomyelitis occurred. He 

was convinced that many doctors would be hearing for the first time about the 

three types of poliomyelitis. 

In conclusion, he again stressed his desire to have the report given the 

widest possible distribution. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL observed that it was difficult for the Secretariat 

to give an answer on the point raised by D r . Togba. He pointed out that other 

areas, notably the Eastern Mediterranean, North Africa and Latin America, had 

suffered local outbreaks of the disease, as in Liberia, but it had been found 

that the incidence of paralytic cases was generally confined to foreigners, the 

indigenous population being largely spared the more virulent form. 

As would be seen from the report, vaccination procedures against poliomyelitis 

were considered to Ъе still in an experimental stage and mass immunization was not 

advocated until more adequate data vere available. In those circumstances, WHO 

was not in a position to provide more positive help than general advice on 

prophylactic and control measures. 
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Dr. TOGBA expressed his satisfaction with the reply. 

The CHAIRMAN next directed attention to the recommendation that laboratories, 

chosen from among the research laboratories of scientific institutes experienced 

in the necessary techniques, should be designated as regional laboratories for the 

purpose of examining limited numbers of specimens from countries where there were 

as yet no facilities (section 9, paragraph 10). It was in effect a proposal to 

subsidize such laboratories, as had been done in respect of influenza and 

brucellosis. The suggestion required careful scutiny, since the crux of the 

matter was to find the right type of research staff. The detaching of national 

experts for the task would not add to the sum total of knowledge on the subject 

but would merely weaken individual national efforts. The Board might wish to 

discuss whether the identification and typing of virus from different countries 

was a suitable project for the expenditure of WHO funds at the present stage. 

Professor JETTMAR, in viev of the great number of experimental animals 

required for a single laboratory, thought it advisable for the work to be centralized 

in one international laboratory. 

Dr. van den BERG recalled that in the case of influenza the Organization's 

efforts had been limited to co-ordinating the results obtained by designated 

laboratories. He saw no reason why similar action should not be taken in respect 

of poliomyelitis. If the expert coimnittee advocated action on those lines, 

surely no better decision could be taken. It would have the added advantage of 

costing relatively little. 
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Ambassfidor HURTADO reiterating his opinion of the report, vigorously opposed the 

establishment of a new laboratory, which could not hope, with the limited funds WHO 

could place at its disposal, to compete with existing institutions working in the 

same field. WHO should limit itself to co-ordinating action. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that limited provision had been approved in the 

1954 budget for help to laboratories engaged In typing the poliomyelitis virus - which 

was, in effect, the recommendation under consideration. A similar provision 

in the 1955 budget estimates had not yet been approved. 
* I广 -

The DEPUTE DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that the normal practice in regard to expert 

committee reports approved for publication by the Executive Board was to send them 

to the printer in chronological order, the first of the series being issued about 

six Weeks to two months after the authorization. The Board could of course change 

the order to meet Ambassador Hurtado's requoet fer rapid publication. 

Expert coramittee reports were distributed to governments, depository libraries, 

other libraries, subscribing institutions, and official sales agents, and a staff 

member was engaged in promoting the sale of such publications. Where a report was 

of general interest it was undoubtedly given a very wide distribution in a short 

space of time. 

Ambassador HURTADO, thanking the Deputy Director-General for the information, 

again asked that the report should be given priority publication. It was more urgent 

for instance than the report on malaria, a disease which was much better knovm. 
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The CHAIRMAN still felt that the matter of co-ordination of laboratory research 

required further study. The Board might wish to express interest in the suggestion 

and request the Director-General to study the matter further in detail and report 

to the next session of the Board. 

Professor FERREIRA, on the other hand, considered that the Board might safely 

note the recommendations made by the expert committee in section 9, paragraph 10, in 

accordance with its usual policy. The main items - designation of regional 

laboratories and provision of fellowships for the training of virologists - were 

general in character. 

It seemed to him that the final sentence in section 9, referring to the part 

played by hygienic measures in the control of infectious diseases, might well have 

been omitted另 it was more or less of a platitude. 

The CHAIRMAN said that evidently the Board favoured support for poliomyelitis 

strain typing since funds for the purpose had been appropriated in the budget estimates 

for 1954. However, he felt that further study by the Director-General would be of 

value• 

The normal practice of granting fellowships through the regional committees on 

the application of governments would cover the recommendation to make provision for 

fellowships for the training of virologists. The Director-General might be 

instructed to draw the attention of governments to the value of such fellowships. 

Professor FERREIRA said that the Chairman
1

s proposal would go far towards meeting 

his wishes in the matter. 
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Decision: 
С ！ 

(1) The Board decided to ask the Rapporteur to prepare a suitable 
resolution, expressing its interest in the report and asking the Mrector-
Oeneral to report to the next session on the co-ordinating role of WHO in 
poliomyelitis research, and to draw the attention of governments to the 
value of fellowships in virological research when making requests to WHO. 
(See resolution EB13.R6.) 

(2) It was further decided that publication of the report should be 
given priority. 

Dr. TOGBA feared that publication of the report of the Expert Committee on 

Malaria would be delayed as a result of the last decision. In view of the 

importance of the disease, he asked that publication of that report should be given 

equal priority. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL undertook to do his utmost to 驴cede to the request. 

Expert Committee on Rabies î second report (Document 

Or. SUTTER introduced the report. He mentioned particularly the section on the 

results of field trials and demonstrations of a new chicken embryo vaccine for the 

control of rabies in dogs. WHO had co-ordinated the work during tho past three years 

and valuable information had been obtained. 

The expert committee had also reviewed the contents of the Manual of Laboratory 
• -

Techniques In Rabies, shortly to be published by WHO, and recommended it for 

laboratory workers throughout the world. He also drew attention to the section on 

new developments in rabies vaccines. 

3 

To be published as Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser. 1954, 82 
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Professor JETTMAR regretted that the report made no mention of the classical 

vaccination astern Ъу the Pasteur method. That system should certainly not be 

discarded entirely; comparative studies should be made on its use and the results 

obtained from the new vaccines. 

In answer to a point ra i sed by the CHAIRMAN, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-G0iERAL 

assured him that.the manual in question would be published under the same reservation 

as other technical publications of the Organization, namely that the contents re-

presented the views of the authors and not necessarily those of ШЮ. It was being 

published in the Monograph Series, where the name of the author or of the group 

responsible for the preparation of the publication was always given. Moreover, the 

type of presentation was distinctive, making it clear that the monographs were not 

official Ш ) publications in the sane sense as the Official Records. 

如ihftssador H U R _ took serious exception to the view that the aanual should not 

be regarded as an official TOO publication. The experts who had prepared the manual 

were presumably the best qualified persons for the purpose that tbe Organization 

could find. The result of their labours must therefore be an official publication. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-CSNER^L explained that the publications constituting 

"official records" of the Organization, in the sense in which he had used the term, 

were those recording the proceedings and decisions of its official bodies - the 

Health Assembly and the Executive Board. The WHO technical publications could not be 

considered "official" in the same sense. 
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Ambassador HURTADO considered that the word "offioial" was being used in a rather 

restricted connotation. The real point at issue was that, where a publication 

contained specific information for practical application in any health field, the 

publication should have the official backing of the Organization. In addition to 

publishing them, WHO should be prepared to take the responsibility for the con-

clusions of groups of experts called together under its auspices to study technical 

matters. He strongly disapproved of the present praotice of disowning responsibility 

for what should be official publications. 

The CHAIRMAN drew Ambassador Hurtado's attention to the decision of the Executive 

Board at its ninth session, requesting the Director-General to publish prominently, 

on the cover and title page of each expert coramittee report, a clear statement to the 

effect that the report should be considered as containing the collective views of 

an international group of experts and not as representing the decisions or the studied 

policy of the Organization. 

Mr. MASON remarked that the Official Records were so designated because they 

recorded the proceedings and decisions of organs that formed part of WHO. For its 

technical publications, what the Organization did was to safeguard itself by taking 

no responsibility for the views expressed therein, simply implying that it had chosen 

the best available people to study specific questions and that it considered the 

results of their work worthy of publication. It was a usual practice of publishers -

whether firms, newspaper proprietors) or even governments - to safeguard themselves 

in the same way. 
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Dr. TOŒA shared Mr. Mason's views, and recalled previous discussions of the 

Executive Board on the subject. 

Ambassador HURTADO said that he had raised similar objections at every session 

of the Executive Board he had attended and he requested that his views be recorded. 

Pecislont The Board agreed to authorize the publication of the report, 
the usual reservation to be included and the same reservation to be 
attached to any manual prepared. (See resolution EB13.R7.) 

(For further review of reports of expert committees, see third meeting, 

section 3.) 

The meeting rose at 5 p.m. 
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X . GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK COVERING A SPECIFIC PERIOD: Item 2.1 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA5*25j Document EB13/19) 

<.
 T

h e CHAIRMAN stated that the main question involved in the document before the 

meeting was whether or not the future work of the Organizatitm should follow the 

general lines on which it was at present pursued. It was important that unnecessary 

changes should be avoided so that there would be continuity in the work, 

Decision? The Board recommended that the present general programme of 

work of the Organization be approved without alteration and that the 

period be extended through 1957. 

2. CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMALLPOX: Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA6-18 and 

EB12.R19 ; Document 碰 3 / 5 0 ) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled the discussion at the Sixth World Health Assembly on the 

advisability of organizing a wcrld-wide smallpox campaign. The regional committees, 

and through them the countries, and the expert advisory panels had been, asked for their 

views; those views-were summarized in document EB13/50. 

D r
. GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, stated that the 

opinions expressed b y the regional committees were far from unanimous, some being in 

f a v o u r C
f a vigorous campaign, while others were less definite in their recommendations. 

The replies received from the panel members had demonstrated the usefulness of the 

panels in the study of technical problems. Their, opinions were given in summarized 

form only as the Board was not concerned with the finer details of the technical 

aspects of the problem. The Director-General felt that the study was still in the 

preliminary stage, and he would await the guidance of the Board on how further to 

proceed in the matter. 
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Professor HURTADO thought the Board need not concern itself with the technical 

aspects of the question. From the point of view of general health, what was needed 

was a recommendation to countries which had not already done so to introduce con^ulsory 

vaccination. 

D r . van den BERG thought there was little, the Board could do at the present stage 

except arrange that the study be continued. There had been no general agreement 

either in the Health Assembly or in the Board at its • eleventh session in regard to the 

urgency of the need for a world smallpox campaign. . 

He would be inclined to disagree with D r . Hurtado in regard to the advisability 

ef compulsory vaccination. In one country in particular, he knew fr*ra personal 

experience that the voluntary system worked satisfactorily and probably with better 

results than would a compulsory system. 

Professor HURTADO said that there could be no doubt about the efficacy .of 

vaccination. He considered that the Organization should support the medical 

profession in urging the need for introducing systematic vaccination - compulsory or 

otherwise - in countries which at present had no such system. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that D r . Hurtado's point might be met by including, in 

the resolution the Board would adopt, a paragraph on the following lines: 

REQUESTS the Director-General to urge health administrations to 

conduct wherever possible campaigns against smallpox as an integral 

part of public-health programmes. 

Professor HURTADO agreed to the Chairman's suggestion. 
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Dr» TOGBA pointed out that travellers from Africa to Europe were required to 

have a health certificate. No such requirement was made in travel between countries 

within Europe itself• This seemed an anomalous situation. 

The CHAIRMAN warned the Board that a complicated question was involved. It had 

been found in the United Kingdom that on all the recent occasions when smallpox had 

been introduced it had always been by a case of modified smallpox in a vaccinated 

person• He personally felt that the matter was covered as well as it could be in the 

International Sanitary Regulations, which had been drawn up after very careful 

consideration• 

D r , VARGAS-MENDEZ asked if the Director-General could say what was the present 

state of the investigation into the relative merits of resistant dried smallpox 

vaccines• The Health Assembly had requested the Director-General to continue to 

support research on that matter; it was of the greatest importance， especially to 

countries with hot climates. 

• . . . • * • 
‘ . • • 

D r . GEAiî said trials were being made with dried vaccines in four institutions., 
., ； • - • ' ' • • 

in London, Copenhagen, Paris and Michigan respectively. The vaccines had been. 
• . . •‘ • • . . . • • • • 

prepared in Indonesia, Vienna, Paris and Michigan. The tests had been begun between 
. . - • • • • • 

• • • • . #•. ».. • ' 

December 1952 and March 1953 and it was expected that laboratory testing would be 

completed by May 1954• Arrangements had been made with D r . Irving of London to 

submit the results to statistical analysis• After that analysis, two vaccines 

would be chosen and sent for field trials, one in an endemic area, the other in 

a non-endemic area. The purpose would be to decide what loss of potency occurred, 



EB13/Min/2 
page 6 

see how field tests compared with laboratory results, and. measure the protection 

afforded by the vaccines. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board should look at certain specific points 

in document EB13/50: 

Page l
> c
l a s t paragraph 

The Board appro ved the request made to the Regional Director for Africa in 

the paragraph in question. 

Page 2y paragraph 2*2, sub-paragraphs 4 and 6; 

Page 3j paragraph 2#4> sub-paragraph reading: "SUGGESTS to … " 

The Board particularly noted the above sab-paragraphs. 

Page 6, paragraph 3*4 

The CHAIRMAN wondered if the proposed manual referred to in paragraph 3*4 was 

intended for those who were actually carrying out laboratory diagnosis or fer 

workers who were called upon to diagnose cases of smallpox and would need to know 

the ways in which laboratory facilities could help them. The United Kingdom had 

produced a manual on the latter lines which had proved most helpful. 

D r . GEAR said that the reference was to the first type of manual. It was 

felt that something on the lines of the United Kingdom manual on laboratory methods 

could be made better known to very good effect j a recommendation had been made on 

the subject to the Director-General b y the expert panel. 
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Professor HURTADO thought it was possible to over—emphasize the importance of 
• . - .. . ... 

laboratory diagnosis4 Chemical and laboratory diagnoses were extremely important 

and helpful but a health administrator, faced with an outbreak of disease, had to 

take immediate action» If he could not rely on clinical epidemiology and had to await 

laboratory confirmation, a disastrous situation might develop. 

• • . • 4 

Dr. HÏDE wished to raise a question in connexion with sub-paragraph 4 on 

page 2 of document EB13/50. Was the Organization in a position to provide 

equipment and technical advice to promote the production of glycerinated or dried 

vaccine? If so, did the position indicated by the map on page 235 of Volume 6, 

Ho. 9 of the Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report mean that a more active 

policy in that connexion was called for on the part of the Organization? 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that sub-paragraph 1 should be read in 

conjunction with paragraph 1 on the same page. In the Americas, the Organization 

had collaborated with the Pan American Sanitary Organization and UNICEF in providing 

equipment and technical advice. Plant for producing vaccine had been set up in 

Colombia and plans had been made to provide for other areas in 1951. The Pan 

American Sanitary Organization had provided $75>000, part of which was to be used 

for providing better vaccines• 

The CHAIRMAN said that paragraph 3*1 on page 4 should be considered in the 

same connexion. Pending the results of further trials, the recommendation of the 
... • . t • 

leading authorities who had been consulted on the vaccine had to be accepted. 
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D r . ТО СБА said that while dried vaccine produced excellent results, 

dangers might arise when the personnel using such a vaccine was not properly trained. 

Dr. ANWAR agreed with the previous speaker that certain difficulties were 

involved but thought they were outweighed by other considerations. In tropical 

countries, the state of communications was the over一 riding consideration. In 

Indonesia, dried vaccine had been introduced as an integral feature of the health 

service. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that specific recommendations had been made to the Board 

and that pending further study they should be accepted. Reverting to the point he 

had raised previously in connexion with the manual on laboratory diagnosis, he 

thought what was really required was not so much a manual as a note explaining to 

clinicians how the laboratory could be of help in diagnosis. He asked the view of 

the Board on whether it would be advisable to produce such 

with the authority of the Organization. 

Dr. GEAR suggested that the point in question was but 

had been referred to the Director-General by the panels no 

was necessary at the present stage. 

It was so agreed 

The CHAIRMAN
д
 before passing to the next item on the agenda, welcomed 

Dr. Jettmar, the member designated by Austria, vho kad ^ust arrived. 

a document at present 

one of a number which 

definite propesal 
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3 . STANDARDIZATION OF LABORATORY' TESTS OF FOOD: Item 2.3 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA.6.16； Document EBI5/M+) 

D r . ANDERSEN, recalling that the item had been referred to the Executive Board 
• • . * . • • 

by the Sixth World Health Assembly, suggested that the matter might best be dealt 

with b y setting up a service in the Organization which would collect information 

from laboratories in various countries and details of national legislation on the 

subject. If such information was analysed and published at fairly short intervals, 

a considerable degree of uniformity could be achieved. 

D r . van den BERG asked for more time to study the document before the meeting. 

Decision: The Board agreed to postpone consideration of item 2.5. 

扛. SELECTION OF NON-HROPRIETARÏ NAMES FOR IRUGS - APPLICATION OF m O C E D U R E 

АШ) GUIDING PRINCIPLES ADOPTED: Item 2 Л of the Agenda (Resolutions 

WHA6.15 and EB12.R24； Document EBI3/39) 

D r . GEAR said that the document before the meeting was a progress report: he 

added that 299 non-proprietary names had been published in the October issue of the 

Chronicle of the World Health Organization. B y 8 January 195
1

)•，only three specific 

objections had been received， two fr-ош the United States …of America and. one from France 

The Board would recall that objections could be made at any time up to six months 

. . . . . , . . . . . .:' 
after the date of publication in the Chronicle, The Board might wish to postpone 

further consideration until the Direct or-General had more experience of methods 

• , • • • . . • . . . . … • •： 厂’-
and procedures, and might accordingly decide to adopt the draft resolution set out 

on page 5 of the document. 
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Decision: The Board agreed to adopt the draft resolution in document EB13/39 

and referred the matter to the Rapporteurs. 

5參 COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE • FIRST REPORT: Item 2,5 of the 

Agenda (Document EB13/23) 

Decision: The Board agreed to await a report from the working party 

which it had decided, at its first meeting, to set up. It was further 

agreed that D r . Vargas-Mendez should be one of the members of the 

working party• 

6。 REVIEW OF REPORTS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES: Item 2.6 of the Agenda 

Expert Committee on Malaria: fifth report (Document ЕВ13Д6) " 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the responsibility of the Board in regard to the 

reports of the expert committees was very limited. It was not entitled to alter 

the wording of a report, and should only deal with it from the point of view of any-

administrative implications it might contain. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the Board, in its decisions^ should note a 

report in its entirety and not particular recommendations； otherwise undue 

emphasis might be given to certain features. 

Decision: The Board rioted the report and authorized its publication. 

Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis: first report (Document E B I 3 / 1 7 ) 

D r . SUTTER, Assistant Director-General, Advisory Services, introducing the 

report, said that the expert committee's primary object had been to prepare a 

comprehensive survey of current knowledge on poliomyelitis and to review the recent 
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major discoveries in prophylaxis and control, vith a viev to deciding their place 

in future efforts to combat the disease. 

The work fell into various sections: poliomyelitis virus, epidemiology, 

control measures, etc. He drew special attention to the recommendations for 

further research and future development (document EB15/17， page 53) and. to the 

Appendix I, on the isolation and identification of poliomyelitis virus in the 

laboratory. 

The CHAIRMAN considered it a very useful and comprehensive report, of great 

value at the present time. 

He invited observations on the first of the reconimendations for further 
. . . ..... .•. -, > . •. • i . ； ' • 

research (page 53, paragraph 1). 

Dr。 TOGBA, speaking as a health administrator, referred to a recent isolated 

outbreak of poliomyelitis in Liberia which had raised grave problems for the 

responsible authorities. The country had hitherto been completely free of the 

disease? hence, no precautionary measures had been foreseen and it had proved 

impossible to obtain adequate quantities of gamma globulin, which vas in short 

supply. Likevise/ appeals to WHO and UNICEF for an iron lung failed to elicit 

• ». . •. ‘ * ‘ 

help. 
• . .. . . • • . . • •.. 

Wi'th the rapidity of present.-day communications, a similar situation might 

easily arise in any part of the world and he would therefore ask the Secretariat 

when it was: considered proper for WHO to intervene or what body should be asked 

for help in such an emergency. 
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The CHAIRMAN felt that the expert committee had not been immindful of the 

possibility of isolated outbreaks, as was shown by its recoimendationr for further 

research into the spread of the disease. 

Professor HURTADO commended the report as one of the most interesting and 

comprehensive submitted since he had been on the Executive Board. As a 

paediatrician he could vouch for the excellence of the present report and would 

ask the Director-General to have it distributed as speedily and as widely as 

possible amongst Member States. 

Dr. Togba might perhaps find the answer to his problem in the report itself. 

Its aim was to teach the physician what to do when poliomyelitis occurred. He 

was convinced that many doctors would be hearing for the first time about the 

three types of poliomyelitis. 

In conclusion, he again stressed his desire to have the report given the 

widest possible distribution. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL observed that it was difficult for the Secretariat 

to give an answer on the point raised by Dr. Togba. He pointed out that other 

areas, notably the Eastern Mediterranean, North Africa and Latin America, had 

suffered local outbreaks of the disease, as in Liberia, but it had been found 

that the incidence of paralytic cases was generally confined to foreigners, the 

indigenous population being largely spared the more virulent form. 

As vould be seen from the report, vaccination procedures against poliomyelitis 

were considered to be still in an experimental stage and mass immunization vas not 

advocated until more adequate data were available. In those circumstances, WHO 

was not in a position to provide more positive help than general advice on 

prophylactic and control measures. 
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D r . TOGBA expressed his satisfaction with the reply. 

The CHAIRMAN next directed attention to the recommendation that laboratories, 

chosen from among the research laboratories of scientific institutes experienced 

in the necessary techniques, should be designated as regional laboratories for the 

purpose of examining limited numbers of specimens from countries where there were 

as yet no facilities (document E B U / l T page 55). It was in effect a proposal to 

subsidize such laboratories, as had been done in respect of influenza and 

brucellosis. The suggestion required careful scutiny, since the crux of the 

matter was to find the right type of research staff. The detaching of national 

e v e r t s for the task would not add to the sum total of knowledge on the subject 

but would merely weaken individual national efforts. The Board might vish to 

discuss whether the identification and typing of virus from different countries 

w a s
 a suitable project for the expenditure of WHO funds at the present stage. 

Professor J E T M A H , in viev of the great number of experimental animals 

required for a single laboratory, thought it advisable for the work to be centralised 

in one international laboratory； 

D r . van den B E R G recalled that in the case of influenza the Organization's 

efforts had been limited to co-ordinating the results obtained by designated 

laboratories. He saw no reason w h y similar action should not be taken in respect 

of poliomyelitis. If the expert coinmittee advocated action on those lines, 

surely no better decision could be taken. It vould have the added advantage of 

costing relatively little. 
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Professor HURTADO reiterating his opinion of the report, vigorously opposed the 

establishment of a new laboratory, which could not hope, with the limited funds WHO 

could place at its disposal, to compete with existing institutions working in the 

same field. WHO should limit itself to co-ordinating action. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that limited provision had been approved in the 

195扛 budget for help to laboratories engaged in typing the poliomyelitis virus • which 

wasi in effect, the recommendation under consideration, A similar provision 

in the 1955 budget estimates had not yet been approved• 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that the normal practice in regard to expert 

committee reports approved for publication by the Executive Board was to send them 

to the printer in chronological order, the first of the series being issued about 

six weeks to two months after the authorization. The Board could of course change 

the order of publication to meet Ambassador Hurtado
f

s request. 

• Expert .committee reports were distributed to governments, depository libraries, 

other libraries, subscribing institutions, and official sales agents, and a staff 

member was engaged in promoting the sale of such publications• Where a report was 

of general interest it was undóubtedly given a very wide distribution in a short 

space of time. 

Professor HURTADO, thanking the Deputy Director-General for the information, 

again asked that the report should be given priority publication* It was more urgent 

for instance than the report on malaria • a disease which was much better known. 
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The CHA.IRMA.N still felt that the matter of co-ordination of laboratory research 

required further study. The Board might wish to express interest in the suggestion 

and request the Director-General to study the matter further in detail an<i report 

to the next session of the Board. 

Professor FERREIRA, on the other hand, considered that the Board might safely 

note the recommendations made by the expert committee on page 55 of its report, in 

accordance with its usual policy. The main items - designation of regional 

laboratories and provision of fellowships for the trailing of virologists - were 

general in character. 

It seemed to him that the final sentence on the page, referring to .the part 

played by hygienic measures in the control of infectious diseases, might well have 

been omitteds it was more or less of a platitude. 

The CHA.IRMA.N said that evidently ttie Board favoured support for polionyelitis 

strain typing since funds for the рш-pose had beén 'appropriated in the budget estljnates 

for 1954. However, he felt that further study by the Director-General would be of 

value. 

The noiraal practice of granting fellowships through the regional committees on 

the application of goveraments would cover the recommendation to make provision for 

fellowships for the training of virologists. The Director-General might be 

instructed to draw the attention of governments to the value of such fellowships. 

Professor FERREIRA said that the Chairman» s proposal would go far towards meeting 

his wishes in the matter. 
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Decision? 

(1) The Board decided to ask the Rapporteur to prepare a suitable 

resolution, expressing its interest in the report and asking the Director-

General to study further the recommendations made to report to the next 

session, and to draw the attention of governments to the value of fellowships 

in virological research when making requests to "WHO. 

(2) It was further decided that publication of the report should be 

given priority. 

Dr» TOGBA. feared that publication of the report of the Expert Committee on 

Malaria would be delayed as a result of the last decision» In view of the 

importance of the disease, he asked that publication of that report should be given 

equal priority• 

The DIRECTOR-GSNERA.L undertook to do his utmost to accede to the request. 

Decision: The Board noted the report and authorized its publication. 

Expert Committee on RabjLesi Item 2»6.3 of the Agenda (Document EB13/12) 

Dr# SUTTER introduced the report» He mentioned particularly the section on the 

results of field trials and demonstrations of a new chicken embryo vaccine for the 

control of rabies in dogs. ÎHO had co-ordinated the work during the past three years 

and valuable information had been obtained, 

The expert committee had also reviéwed the contents of the "Manual of Laboratory 

Techniques in Rabies", shortly to be published Ъу Ш0 , and recommended it for 

laboratory; workers throughout the world. He also drew attention to the se«ticn on new 

developments in antirabies vaccines. 
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Professor JETTM/Л regretted that the report made no mention of the classical 

vaccination system by the Pasteur method» That system should certainly not be 

discarded entirelyj comparative studies should be made on its use and the results 

obtained from the new vaccines® 

In answer to a point raised by the C H A I R M N , the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

assured him that the Manual in question would be published under the same reservation 

as other technical publications of the Organization, namely that the contents re-

presented the views of the authors and not necessarily those of ¥vHO. It was being 

published in the Monograph Series, where the name of the author or of the group 

responsible for the preparation of the publication was always given. Moreover, the 

type of presentation was distinctive, making it clear that the monographs were not 

official 1/Ш0 publications in the same sense as the Official Records> 

Professor HURTADO took serious exception to the view that the Manual should not 

be regarded as an official ТШО publication。 The experts who had prepared the Manual 

were presumably the best qualified persons for the purpose that the Organization 

could find* The result of their labours must therefore be an official publication. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the publications constituting 

"official records" of the Organization, in the sense in which he had used the term, 

were those recording the proceedings and decisions of its official bodies - the 

Health Assembly and the Executive Board. The ТШО technical publications could not be 

considered "official" in the same sense. 
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Professor HURTADO considered that the word "official" was being used in a rather 

restricted connotation. The real point at issue was that, where a publication 

contained specific information for practical application in any health field, the 

publication should have the official backing of the Organization. In addition to 

publishing them, 1H0 should be prepared to take the responsibility for the con-

clusions of groups of experts calOe d together under its auspices to study technical 

matters. He strongly disapproved of the present practice of disowning responsibility 

for what should be official publications. 

The CHâlRMâN drew Professor Hurtado's attention to the decision of the Executive 

Board at its ninth session, requesting the Director-General to publish prominently, 

on the cover and title page of each expert committee report, a clear statement to the 

effect that the report should be considered as containing the collective views of 

an international group of experts and not as representing the decisions or the studied 

policy of the Organization. 

M r .狐 S O N remarked that the Official Records were so designated because they 

recorded the proceedings and decisions of organs that formed part of W H O . For its 

technical publications, what the Organization did was t o safeguard itself by taking 

no responsibility, simply implying that it had chosen the best available people to 

study specific questions and that it considered the results of their work worthy of 

publication. It was a usual practice of publishers, newspaper proprietors, and 

even governments, to safeguard themselves in the same w a y . 

D r . TOGB/l shared M r . Mason's views, and recalled previous discussions of the 

Executive Board on the subject. 
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p
r o f e s S

o r НШШЮ said that he had raised similar objections at eveiy session 

of the Executive Board he had attended and he requested that his views be recorded, 

Decision丨 The Board agreed to authorize the publication of the report, 

•the usual reservation to be included and the same reservation to be 

attached to any manual prepared. 

The СШШМ welcomed D r . AL>WAHBI oí Iraq, who had just arrived. 

The meeting rose at 5 P«in« 


