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1. OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN} Item 1.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN, opening the session, welcomed the members of the Board - in 

particular the new members - to its thirteenth session, which he hoped would contribute 

materially to the steady progress of the World Health Organization. He also extended 

a welcome to the representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies 

and to the observers for intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations r 

He reminded members that B r . Candau was making his first appearance at the 

Executive Board since his appointment as Director-General of the World Health 

Organization。 The visits the latter had already paid to five of the regions of the 

Organization were evidence of his desire to make the acquaintance of health workers 

in all parts of the world. In welcoming Dr. Candau, and in wishing him every 

possible success in the arduous work he had undertaken, the Board was confident that 

further progress in international collaboration in medicine would result from his 

endeavours• 

While not wishing to waste th,e time of the Board unnecessarily, faced as it was 

with a long and difficult agenda, he wished to stress a fact by which.he had been 

continually struck in the course of his travelsj the existence and activities of the 

» : » •• » . 

World Health Organization were now accepted everywhere. This general acceptance was 

a great step forwardj and to be a member of the Executive Board of WHO was to be part 

of a machine which was doing valuable work in many directions. However, "many directions' 

was not enoughs members of the Board must be sure that every piece of work undertaken 

was deserving, in practice as well as in theory, of the epithet "undoubtedly valuable". 
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He was confident that the members of the Board would display the same qualities 

in dealing with the extensive and complicated agenda before the thirteenth session as 

it had at the twelfth session, when business had been completed in the record time of 

two and a half days. 

An important factor in the efficiency and dispatch with which the Board was able 

to discharge its duties was that of the administrative machinery. The thirteenth 

session marked the beginning of the second year of a new .procedure whereby administrative 

and financial matters, formerly considered In the first instance by a small standing 

committee, were now dealt with by the Board in plenary. It would be of interest 

to see if further experience of this procedure gave equally encouraging results. One 

of the features of the new procedure was the establishment by the Board of working 

parties, according to the needs of any particular session. As it was important that 
• 4 j 

working parties should proceed to their allotted tasks as quickly as possible, he 

suggested that their establishment be considered at an early stage. 

He expressed his appreciation of the privilege of presiding over the Board at 

its thirteenth session. Рог him personally, 1954 was a year of particular significance, 

as it marked the completion of 25 years of international medical work, beginning with 

12 years as a member of the Secretariat of the Health Section of the League of Nations. i 

During that period, international medical collaboration had developed steadily and 

regularly until it had taken shape in the present World Health Organization. Long 

experience had shown conclusively the value to humanity of such international 

collaboration among medical men who, from whatever country they came, formed a world-

wide brotherhood, united in the struggle against disease and its consequences in every 

part of the world. As members of such a brotherhood, doctors could make a unique 
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contribution to the promotion of understanding between nations and, as a result, 

towards the welfare of the human race - a heavy responsibility, but one which they 

were proud to bear. 

Turning to the business of the meeting， he drew attention to the fact that 

document EBl)/45 relating to the proposed amendment of the Constitution (in order 

to increase the number of .persons serving on the Executive Board to 24), had been 

distributed to members of the Board for information only. The document would be 

examined by the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

He proposed that the procedure followed at previous sessions with regard to the 

adoption of resolutions should also be followed at the present session. 

It was so agreed. 

2 . STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR ALVISATOS . 

Professor ALVISATOS expressed deep gratitude, on behalf of himself and his 

compatriots, for the rapid aid given by the World Health Organization to Greece 

after the catastrophic earthquakes the previous summer. . The immediate dispatch of 

an adviser and the material help by which this action was followed were outside the 

normal functions of WHO, and therefore emphasized all the more the spirit of human 

and international solidarity which was at the basis of the Organization's work. 
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3 . ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA： Item 1,2 of the Provisional Agenda (documents EB13/1 
and Add.l) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the supplementary agenda (document EB13/1 Add.l) 

containing an item proposed 时 the Government of Austria - International regulations 

concerning the protection of workers and the general public against Roentgen and 

isotopic radiations. 

Di‘. van den BERG, referring to resolution WHA6.40 of th'e Sixth World Health 

Assembly
л
 suggested the addition of an item which would allow the Director-General t о 

make an interim statement on the preparatory study of the problems relating to 

international medical lav and comparative health legislation. 

D e c i s i o m The Board adopted the agenda (document EB13/1) and the supplementary 
agenda "(document EB13/1 Add.l), with the addition of the item proposed ty 
D r , van den Bwiig, * 

4 . ELECTION OF A SECOND VICE-CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN stated that since the officers of the Board were appointed in their 

personal capacities, it would, be necessary to appoint a second vice-chairman in the 

place of D r . Karunaratne. He reminded the Board that the vice-chairmen were ex-offlci J 

members of the Leon Bernard Foundation Committee and the Darling Foundation Committee. 

Professor FERREIRA nominated D r . Maclean。 

Decision; D r . Macleán was unanimously elected vice-chairman. 

5. A?P0INrME3?T.0F RAPPORTEURS? Item 1.3 of the Agenda 

Decision； The Board unanimously reappointed Dr. Hayek and Dr. Hyde rapporteurs. 
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6 . STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OP UNICEF 

Mr. PATE, Executive Director of UNICEF, thanked the Chairman for giving him 

an opportunity of making a brief statement on the two months
1

 field trip he had 

Just completed, during which he had visited Portugal, Spain, six countries and 

territories in Africa, and six countries in the Middle East» 

In Africa and the Middle East he had been able to observe in operation a 

number of the joint WHO/UNICEF programmes for those areas， and he had been impressed 

by the great zeal and devotion shown by WHO personnel and the valuable work they 

were doing. At the present time the world was experiencing the greatest advance 

in public health and children's welfare that had ever taken place, and he had been 

interested to note that, in spite of the many problems with vhich the countries of 

Africa were faced, great progress was being made and a very high proportion of 

their budgets - between 10 and 20 per cent - was being devoted to public-health 

work. The highly qualified persons he had seen working in the field were a credit 

both to the organization vhich engaged them and to their ovn countries. If Member 

States could follow still more closely the policy of sending of their best for such 

work, there could be no doubt of its future success. 

He believed it was unnecessary for him to make the traditional statement on 

the excellent co-operation between the Director-General of WHO and himself, and 

between the staffs of the two organizations. While they did not aim at purely-

automatic agreement on all points, both organizations in any joint project would 

continue to strive towards maximum co-operation in obtaining the greatest value 

from the use of the funds entrusted to them. 
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The CHAIRMAN felt sure the Board would appreciate Mr. Pate‘s remarks, and he 

could state from his own experience that the relations between UNICEF and WHO 

were very satisfactory. 

The meeting vas adjourned at 10Л0 a.m. and resumed at 10ЛЗ a.m. 

i 

7 . STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENbRALi Item 1.4 of the Agenda • 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, for the first time in his capacity as Director-

General of the World Health Organization, welcomed the members of the Board. A 

detailed statement outlining his views on the work of the Organization In general 

and commenting on the important role of the Board in furthering this work seemed 

superfluous on this occasion. Members of the Board must, he hoped, already be aware 

that he would do everything humanly possible to contribute to the success of the 

Organization during his five years of office; and he, for his part, knew that the 

Executive Board would carry out the assignment given to it by the World Health 

Assembly and in so doing contribute to the long-term development of the Organization. 

The provisional agenda before the session - longer than any in the past -

vas indicative of the continual increase in the health problems to be tackled by 

the Organization if its basic function of promoting the welfare and health of the 

people was to be fulfilled. Consisting as it did of more than 80 items, the 

provisional agenda might be looked upon as a summary both of the Organization's 

activities in the past six months, and of the problems which required solution in 

1 9 5紅 . H e would draw the attention of the meeting only to some of the essential 

developments. 
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In the first place, mention should be made of the work accomplished in 

Geneva during the first session of the WHO Committee on International Quarantinej 

the Organization's activities in this field during past years could not have been 

successfully carried out without the contribution of so many outstanding experts 

from so many different countries. 

The Board would note an expansion in 1953 in the subjects dealt with by WHO 

expert committees, which now included such subjects as poliomyelitis and 

rheumatic diseases. 

The promotion of international exchange of experience and ideas in essential 

fields of health was also demonstrated by the various conferences and seminars 

initiated or co-sponsored, by the Organisation. Special mention might be made of 

the outstanding success achieved by the World Conference on Medical Education, and 

the International Conference of National Committees on Vital and Health Statistics, 

both held in London, and by the Malaria Conference which had taken place in Bangkok. 

One of the basic elements of success in the Organization's long-term work was its 

ability to place 3uch pooled experience and technical knowledge at the disposal of 

national health administrations. 

The broad co-ordinating and stimulating role of the Organization was being 

continuously expanded, while at the same time this function was becoming more 

widely recognized both by Member States and by the various international groups 

active in the sphere of health. The importance to the Organization of retaining 

its role as guide in the carrying out o^ the health work made possible through the 

United. Nations Children's Fund and the United Nations Expanded Prograimne of 

Technical Assistance should be emphasiyed. 
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In order that the Organization might be in a position to fulfil its respon-

sibilities in directing and co-ordinating international health work, a budget 

i 

increase of $1,783,^00 was being recommended to the Wferld Health Assembly in the 

proposed programme and budget estimates for 1955. Of this, a very substantial 

part, |1,300,000, had been assigned to field activities. Included in this 

figure was the cost in 1955 of WHO/UNICEF-assisted projects continuing from 

1 9 5紅 ( $ 6 2 0 , 0 0 0 ) and an additional amount for fellowships (approximately $450,000). 

The remaining 1^83,000 had been provided to cover possible expenses involved in 

further steps towards making Spanish a full working language of the Organization， 

the further development of the Regional Offices for Europe and for Africa, and 

the normal statutory increases. 

Two factors - the collection by 51 December 1953 of 9^.6 per cent of the 1953 

contributions of active Members, and the important reductions in arrears of 

contributions achieved over the last few years - would appear to place the 

Organization in an excellent financial position for 195红. Nevertheless, the 

Organization faced extremely serious budgetary problems because of the considerable 

decrease in the funds expected to be available under the United Nations Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance as compared with the sums placed at the Organization
! 

disposal from this source in the tvo preceding financial periods• By dealing 

firmly and courageously with this problem, the Board would be assisting the 

Organization to overcome an important handicap in its vork. 



EB13/Min/l Rev.l 
page 12 

He expressed the hope that the wisdom and experience gained by the Chairman 

in 25 years of international health work would continue for many years to be 

available to WHO. The Secretariat would be at the entire disposal of the Board 

during the next few weeks and he was confident that, as in the past, co-operation 

between the Board and the Secretariat would be fruitful for world health. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Director-General on his own behalf and on that of the 

other members of the Board. 

• • ‘• . - ^ , 
8 . METHOD OF WORK AT THIRTEENTH SESSION: Item 1.6 of the Agenda (Resolutions 

E B 9 . R 2 8 , EB10.R21 and EB12.R21Î D o c u m e n t E B 1 3 / 4 7 ) 

The CHAIRMAN inquired whether the Board wished to consider the items of the agenda 
. • : - • . .. 

‘ . • ' • : _ • 

in numerical order. 
' - * . •• .... . , « . . . . 

Dr. van den BERG suggested that it might be wise to begin the discussion on 

the programme and budget estimates as early as possible. The Board had as yet 

very little experience of the new procedure for dealing with the budget, the 

examination had always taken a long time in the past, and as the Director-General 

had ëjqïlainedj they would be faced with serious problems, 

It was agreed that the proposed programme and budget estimates should be 

examined at an early stage. 
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It was further agreed that item 8.12.1 (Study on programme analysis and 

evaluation) should be taken early in the session, and items dealing with the 

African Region and with the International Children's Centre not before 25 January, 

so as to allow persons concerned with those subjects to be present. 

D r . van den BERG suggested that the date of discussion of item 6.5 

(Permanent site of the Regional Office for Europe) should be decided upon at 

once, so that the Director-General could inform, the representatives of certain 

countries who would wish to attend when that item was discussed. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the Board that, in accordance with Rule 8 of the 

B o a r d s Rules of Procedure, the Director-General had communicated with those 

Member governments that were directly interested in the matter. He asked the 

Director-General what the position was. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed it would be possible to arrange for the 

representatives to be present at some date during the second week of the Board's 

session. 

It was agreed to invite the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements 

for a discussion on the site of the European regional office during the second 

week of the session. 
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The CHAIRMâN, recalling the directive of the First World Health Assembly 

that the Board should establish a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

said the Board had latterly met that requirement by constituting itseiUCthe 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance and reconstituting itself as 

the Board in order to approve the Standing Committee
1

 s findings. That 

procedure had given rise to some complications and the Director-General now 

suggested that the Board should act as the Standing Coimnittee without formally 

establishing itself as such, thus avoiding separate series of documents and 

minutes. 

In reply to a question by Dr. TOGBA, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that such 

a procedure would not entail any amendment of the Rules of Procedure. 

Decision: The Board agreed to the proposed procedure and adopted • • 

the draft resolution contained in document EB13/47o (See resolution EB13.R1.) 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should follow the same procedure in 

examining the programme and budget as was followed by the World Health Assembly,-

namely, to hold in the first place a general discussion on the programme and 

budget, then to consider the Imdget ceiling, and finally to d i scuss the programme 

in detail. 

It -was so agreed» 

The CHAIRMâN proposed that working parties should be set up to consider in 

the first place items 3.1, 7.1, 7.2, 8.1, 8.13 and 8.14. 
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Dr, HÏDE thought it would be very difficult for a working ptrty to discuss 

item 8.1 (Study on scale of assessments) without hearing the views of the Board 

on the question's relationship with the overall budget. 

Dr, van den BERG proposed that there should be a working party on item 2.5 

(Coinmittee on International Quarantine: first report.). 

Professor FERREIRA. did not oppose in principle the establishment of working 

parties before discussion of items in the Board, but drew attention to the fact that 

during the World Health Assembly, working parties were only set up when discussions 

gave rise to difficulties. It was not certain that all the items that had been 

mentioned would give rise to difficulties. 

iimbossadorHURTADO supported the views expressed by Profosaor. Forroira. and 

Dr. Hyde, It would however be desirable to set up a working perty on such 

essentially legal matters as items 7.1 and 7.2, and also on item 2.5, which had 

special technical aspects. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that one of his reasons for suggesting the working 

parties had been the complex nature of some of the items. He had felt that it 

would be the role of the working parties to explain them to the Board after a 

preliminary examination. Was there agreonent with Professor Hurtado's proposal 

that working parties should be set up to examine items 2.5, 7.1 and 7,2? 
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Dr. van den BERG'preferred the Chairman's original proposal.: His own • 

experience was that working parti es could save a considerable amount of time. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that item 3.1 (Financial problems in 1954) 

should first be discussed in plenary, since the working party would need to know 

the general reaction of the Board. 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, referring to item 8ЛЗ (System of cost-of-living adjustments), recalled 

that the World Health Assembly had requested the Board to reconsider the matter 

in the light of any decision taken by the United Nations General Assembly. 

Since the General Assembly had not dealt with the matter, the Board might wish 

merely to note that no further action was required at the present time. 

Mr. MâSON favoured Ambassador Hurtado
1

 s proposal that working parties should 

be set up in the first instance only on itoms 2o5j 7<j1 and 7<.2, 

It was agreed that working parties should Ъе set up for items 2.5， 7.1, 7.2, 

and 8.14, the other working parties suggested being appointed later if necessary. 

9. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS; Item 1.7 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN reminded members of past action Ъу the Board in connexion with 

non-gûvernmental organizationsî criteria had been drawn up for the admission of 

non-goverrmental organizations into official relationship with WHO, and decisions 
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had been taken on a number of applications, but for the past two years consideration 

of any further applications had been postponed. At the present session, as the 

Beard was required to review the position of all such organizations already in 

official relationship with WHO, to consider a number of further applications, and 

to review the criteria for admission, it was necessary to reconstitute the Standing 

Coinmittee on Non-Governmental Organizations. Three members of the Standing Committee 

of five - Professor Alivisatos, Dr. Mackenzie, and Dr. Togba - were still members of 

the Board, but two new members were required, to replace Professor Canaperia and 

Dr. Karabuda. He called for nominations. 

Dr. TOGBA proposed Professor Andersen and Dr. Ifyde. 

Decision： Professor Andersen and Dr. Hyde were unanimously elected members of 
the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that, to allow time for evening meetings of working 

parties, etc., the Board should meet in continuous session daily from 9.30 a.m. 

to 12 noon and from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

On the suggestion of Dr. TOGBA, supported by Dr. van den BERG, it was agreed 

that the afternoon meeting should begin thirty minutes earlier, to allow time for a 

mid-afternoon adjournment. 

It was agreed that plenary meetings of the Executive Board should be held 

from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m. 
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X . OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN; I七em 1.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

, * 

The CHAIRMAN, opening the session, welcomed the members of the Board - in 

particular the new members - to its thirteenth session, which he hoped would contribute 

materially to the steady progress of the World Health Organization. He also extended 

a welcome to the representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies 

and to the observers for the non-governmental organizations in official relations 

with WHO. 

He reminded members that Dr- Candau was making his first appearance at the 

Executive Board since his appointment as Director-General of the World Health 

Organization. The visits the latter had already paid to five of the regions of the 

Organization were evidence of his desire to make the acquaintance of health workers 

in all parts of the world• In welcoming Dr. Candau, and in wishing him every 

possible success in the arduous -work he had undertaken, the Board was confident that 

further progress in international collaboration in medicine would result from his 

endeavours. 

While not wishing to waste the time of the Board unnecessarily, faced as it was 

with a long and difficult agenda, he wished to stress a fact by which he had been 

continually struck in the course of his travels: the existence and activities of the 

World Health Organization were now accepted everywhere. This general acceptance was 

a great step forward; and to be a member of the Executive Board of WHO was to be part 

of a machine which was doing valuable work in many directions. However, "many direction 

was not enough: members of the Board must be sure that every piece of work undertaken 

was deserving, in practice as well as in theory, of the epithet
 f,

undoubtedly valuable". 
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He was confident that the members of the Board would display the same qualities 

in dealing with the extensive and complicated agenda before the thirteenth session as 

it had at the twelfth session, when business had been completed in the record time of 

two and a half days. 

An important factor in the efficiency and despatch with which the Board was able 

to discharge its duties was that of the administrative machinery. The thirteenth 

session marked the beginning of the second year of a new procedure whereby administrative 

and financial matters, formerly considered in the first instance by a small standing 

committee, were now dealt with by the Board in plenary. It would be of interest 

to see if further experience of this procedure gave equally encouraging results. One 

of the features of the new procedure was the establishment by the Board, of working 

partiesj according to the needs of any particular session. As it was important that 

working parties should proceed to their allotted tasks as quickly as possible, he 

suggested that their establishment be considered at an early stage. 

He expressed his appreciation of the privilege of presiding over the Board at 

its thirteenth session. For him personally, 195斗 was a year of particular significance, 

as it marked the completion of 25 years of international medical work, beginning with 

12 years as a member of the Secretariat of the Health Section of the League of Nations. 

During that period, international medical collaboration had developed steadily and 

regularly until it had taken shape in the present World Health Organization. Long 

experience had shown conclusively the value to humanity of such international 

collaboration among medical men who, from whatever country they came, formed a world-

wide brotherhood, united in the struggle against illness and its consequences in every 

part of the world. As members of such a brotherhood, doctors could make a unique 
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contribution to the promotion of understanding between nations and, as a result, 

towards the welfare of the human race - a heavy responsibility, but one which they 

were proud to bear. 

Turning to the business of the meeting, he drew attention to the fact that 

document EBl)/45 relating to the proposed amendment of the Constitution (in order 

to increase the number of .persons serving on the Executive Board to 24), had been 

distributed to members of the Board for information only. The document would be 

examined by the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

He proposed that the procedure followed at previous sessions with regard to the 

adoption of resolutions should also be followed at the .present session. 

It was so agreed. 

2. STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR ALVISATOS 

Professor ALVISATOS expressed deep gratitude, on behalf of himself and his 

compatriots, for the rapid aid given by the World Health Organization to Greece 

after the catastrophic earthquakes the previous summer. The immediate dispatch of 

an adviser and the material help by which this action was followed were outside the 

normal functions of WHO, and therefore emphasized all the more the spirit of human 

and international solidarity which was at the basis of the Organization
1

s work. 
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3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda (Documents EB13/1 
and Add.l) 

Dr. van den BERG, referring to resolution WHA6.40 of the Sixth World Health 

Assembly, suggested the addition of an item which would allow the Director-General to 

make an interim statement on the preparatory study of the problems relating to 

international medical law and comparative health legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the supplementary agenda (Document EBl^/l Add.l) 

containing an item proposed by the Government of Austria - international regulations 

concerning the proteôtion of workers and the general public against Roentgen and 

isotopic radiations. 

Decision: The Board adopted the agenda (document EBl^/l) and the supplementary 
agenda (document EBl^/l Add.l), with the addition of the item proposed by 
Dr. van den Berg. 

4. ELECTION OF A SECOND VICE-CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN stated that since the officers of the Board were appointed in their 

personal capacities, it would be necessary to appoint a second vice-chairman in the 

place of Dr. Karunaratne. He reminded the Board that the vice-chairmen were ex-officio 

members of the Leon Bernard Foundation Committee and the Darling Foundation Committee. 

Professor FERREIRA nominated, Dr. Maclean. 

Decision: Dr. Maclean was unanimously elected vice-chairman. 

5. APPOINTMENT OP RAPPORTEURS: Item 1.3 of the agenda 

Decision: The Board unanimously reappointed Dr. Hayek and Dr. Hyde rapporteurs. 
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6. STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF UNICEF 

Mr. PATE, Executive Director of UNICEF, thanked the Chairman for giving him 

an opportunity of making a brief statement on the two months' field trip he had 

just ccanpleted, during which he had visited Portugal, Spain, six countries and 

territories in Africa, and six countries in the Middle East. 

In Africa and the Middle East he had been able to observe in operation a 

number of the joint WHO/UNICEF programmes for those areas, and he had been impressed 

by the great zeal and devotion shown by WHO personnel and the valuable work they 

were doing. At the present time the world was experiencing the greatest advance 

in public health and children's welfare that had ever taken place, and he had been 

interested to note that； in spite of the many problems with which the countries of 

Africa were faced, great progress vas being made and a very high proportion of 

their budgets - between 10 and 20 per cent - was being devoted to public-hèalth 

work. The highly qualified persons he had seen working In the field were a credit 

both to the organization which engaged them and to their own countries. If Member 

States could, follow still more closely the policy of sending of their best for such 

work, there could be no doubt of its future success. 

He believed it was unnecessary for him to make the traditional statement on 

the excellent co-operation between the Director-General of WHO and himself, and 

between the staffs of the two organizations. While they did not aim at purely 

automatic agreement on all pointa, both organizations in any joint project would 

continue to strive tywards maximum co-operation in obtaining the greatest value 

from the use of the funds entrusted to them. 
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The CHAIRMAN felt sure the Board would appreciate Mr. Pate»e remarks, and he 

could state from his о т experience that the relations between UNICEF and WHO 

were vêry satisfactory. 

The meeting vas adjourned at 10,»Ю a.m. and resumed at 1 0 Л 5 a.m, 

7 . STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR -GENERAL: Item l .k of the Proviaicmal Agenda 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, for the f i r s t time in hie capacity as Director-

General of the World Health Organization, welcomed the members of the Board. A 

detailed statement outlining his views on the work of the Organisation in general 

and commenting on the important role of the Board in furtherinig this work seemed 

superfluous on this occasion? members of the. Board must, he hofed, already be aware 

that he would do everything humanly possible to contribute to the success of the 

Organization during his five years of office; and he, for his part, knew that the 

Executive Board would carry out the aesignaent given to i t by the World Health 

Assembly and in so doing contribute to the long-term development of the Organisation. 

The provisional agenda before the session • longer than any in the past -

was indicative of the continual increase in the health problems te be tackled by 

the Organization if i ts basic function of promoting the welfare and health of the 

people was to be fulf i l led. Oonsisting, as i t did, of more than 80 items, the 

provisional agenda might be looked upon as a summary both of the Organization's 

activities in the past six months, and of the problems which required solution in 

195lv. He would drav the attention of the meeting only to some of the essential 

developments. 
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In the first place, mention should be made of the work accomplished in 

Geneva during the first session of the WHO Conmittee on International Quarantine； 

the Organization's activities in this field during past years could not have been 

successfully carried out without the contribution of so many outstanding experts 

from so many different countries. 

The Board would note an expansion in 1953 in the subjects dealt with by WHO 

expert committees, which now included such subjects as poliomyelitis and 

rheumatic diseasee. 

The promotion of international exchange of experience and ideas in essential 

fields of health was also demonstrated by the various conferences and seminars 

initiated or со-sponsored by the Organization. Special mention might be made of 

the outstanding success achieved by the World Conference on Medical Education, and 

the International Conference of National Committees on Vital and Health Statistics, 

both held in London, and by the Malaria Conference which had taken place in Bangkok. 

One of the basic elements of success in the Organization's long-term work was its 

ability to place such pooled experience and technical knowledge at the disposal of 

• '••••• . . . . . . . 

national health administrations. 
‘ ‘ _. •,. . 

The broad co-ordinating.and stimulating role of the Organization was being 

Continuously- expanded, while, ̂ t the same time this function was becoming teore 
“； •.. • . . 

widely recognized both by Member States and by the various international groups 
» . . . ' • . . 

àcStive in the sphere of health. The import^ce to the Organization of retaining 

its role as guide in- the carrying out of the health work made possible through the 
. . ' . * ' . , • * • • . . . . 

United Nations Children' EI Fund and the United Nations Expanded Pr'ograinme of 

Technical Assistance should be emphasized. 
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In order that the Organization might be in a position to fulfil its respon-

sibilities in directing and co-ordinating international health work, a budget 

i 

increase of 傘1,785,400 vas being recommended to the Wkrld Health Assembly in the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1955. Of this, a very substantial 

part,參1,500,000, had been assigned to field activities. Included in this 

figure was the cost in 1955 of WHO/UNICEF-assisted projects continuing from 

1 9 5紅 ( $ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 ) and an additional amount for fellowships (approximately $450,000)• 

The remaining 料85,000 had been provided to cover possible expenses involved by 

further steps towards making Spanish a full working language of the Organization, 

the further development of the Regional Offices for Europe and for Affica> and 

the normal statutory increases. 

Two factors - the collection by 31 December 1955 of per cent of the 1953 

contributions of active Members, and the important reductions in arrears of 

contributions achieved over the last few years • would appear to place the 

Organization in an excellent financial position for 1 9 5、 Nevertheless, the 

Organization faced extremely serious budgetary problems because of the considerable 

decrease in the funds expected to be available under the United Nations Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance as compared with the sums placed at the Organization 

disposal from this source in the two preceding financial periods. By dealing 

firmly and courageously with this problem, the Board would be assisting the 

Organization to overcome an important handicap in its work. 
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He expressed the hope that the wisdom and experience gained by the Chairman 

in 25 years of international health work would continue for many years to be 

avaiXable to Ш0,： The
 ;
 Secretariat would be at the entire disposal of • the Board 

during the next...few weeks and he- was confident that, as in the past, co-operation 

between the Board and the Secretariat would be fruitful for world health. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Director-General on his own behalf and on that of the 

other members of the Board. 
* 

8, METHOD OF WORK AT THIRTEEN SESSION: Item 1.6 of the Agenda (Resolutions 
EB9,R28, EB10^R21 and EBl2,R2lj document EB13/47) 

The CHAIRMAN inquired whether the Board wished to consider the items of the agenda 

in numerical order. 

Dr» van den BERG suggested that it might be wise to begin the discussion on 

the programme and budget estimates as early as possible. The.Board had as yet 

very little experience of the new procedure for dealing with the budget, its 

examination had always taken a long time in the past, and as the Director-General 

had explained, they would be faced with serious problems• 

It was agreed that the proposed programme and budget estimates should be 

examined at an early stage• 
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It vas further agreed that item 8Л2Л (Study on programme analysis and 

evaluation) should be taken early in the session, and items dealing with the 

African Region and with the International Children
1

 s Centre not before 25 January, 

so as to allow persons concerned with those subjects to be present• 

Dr. van den BERG suggested that the date of discussion of item 6#5 

(Permanent site of the Regional Office for Europe) should be decided upon at 

once so that the Director-General could inform the representatives of certain 

countries who would wish to attend when that item wae discussed. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the Board that, in accordance with Rule 8 of the 

Board's Rules of Procedure, the Director-General had communicated with those 

Member Governments that were directly interested in the matter. He asked the 

Director-General what the position was. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed it would be possible to arrange for the 

representatives to be present at some date during the second week of the Board
1

s 

session. 

The Board invited the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements 

for a discussion on the site of the European regional office to be held during 

the second week of the session. 
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The CHAIRMAN, recalling the directive of the First World Health Assembly 

that the Board should establish a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

said the Board had latterly met that requirement by constituting itslf the 

Standing Cciranittee on Administration and Finance and reconstituting itself as 

the Board in order to approve the Standing Committee
1

 s findings• That 

procedure had given rise to some complications and the Director-General now 

suggested that the Board should act as the Standing Committee without formally 

establishing itself as such, thus avoiding separate series of documents and 

minutes, 

In reply to a question by Dr^ TOGBA, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that such 

a procedure would not entail any amendment of the Rules of Procedure. 

Decision: The Board agreed to the proposed procedure and referred 

the draft resolution contained in document EB13/47 to the Rapporteurs. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should follow the same procedure in 

examining the progranme and budget as was followed by the World Health Assembly, 

namely, to hold in the first place a general discussion on the programme and 

budget^ then to consider the budget ceiling, and finally to discuss the programme 

in detail. 

The Board agreed to the Chairman
1

s proposal.-

The CHAJRMâN proposed that working parties should be set up to consider in 

the first place items ЗЛ, 7.1, 7.2, 8.1, 8.13 and 8,14. 
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Dr. HYDE thought it would be very difficult for a working ptrty to discuss 

item 8.1 (Study on scale of assessments) without hearing the views of the Board 

on the question»s relationship with the overall budget. 

Dr, van den BERG proposed that there should be a working party on item 2.5 

(Committee on International Quarantine: first report.)» 

Professor FERREIRA did not oppose in principle the establishment of working 

parties before discussion of items in the Board, but drew attention to the fact that 

during the World Health Assembly, working parties were only set up when discussions 

gave rise to difficulties. It was not certain that all the items that had been 

mentioned would give rise to difficulties. 

Professor HURTADO supported the views expressed by Professor Ferreira and 
# 

Dr. Hyde, It would however be desirable to set up a working party on such 

essentially legal matters as items .7.1 and 7.2, and also on item 2.5, which had 
* * 

special technical aspects. 

The CHAlRMâN explained that one of his reasons for suggesting the working 

parties had been the complex nature of some.of the items. He had felt that it 

would be the role of the working parties to explain them to the Board after a 

preliminary examination. Was there agreement with Professor Hurtado's proposal 

that working parties should be set up to examine items 2.5, 7.1 and 7,2? 
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Dr. van den BERG preferred the Chairman's original proposal. His own 

experience was that working parties could save a considerable amount of time. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that item 3.1 (Financial problems in 1954) 

should first be discussed in plenary, since the working party would need to know 

the general reaction of the Board. 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, referring to item 8.13 (System of cost-of-living adjustments) recalled 

that the World Health Assembly had requested the Board to reconsider the matter 

in the light of any decision taken by the United Nations General Assembly. 

Since the General Assembly had not dealt with the matter, the Board might wish 

merely to note that no further action was required at the present time. 

Mr. MASON favoured Professor Hurtado‘s proposal that working parties should 

only be set up in the first instance on, items 2.5, 7.1 and 7.2. 

It was agreed that working parties should be set up for items 2.5, 7.1, 7,2, 

and 8.14, the other working pérties suggested being appointed later if necessary. 

9 . APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THS STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
OKGANIZATIONS: Item 1.7 of the Agenda. 

The CfîÂlHfiAN reminded the members of past action by the Board in connexion with 

non-governmental organizations: criteria had been drawn up for the admission of 

non-governmental organizations into official relationship with Ш0 , and decisions 
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had been taken on a number of applications, but for the past two years consideration 

г of any further applications had been postponed. As the present session of the 

Board was required to review the position of all such organizations already in 

official relationship with WHO, to consider a number of further applications, and 

to review the criteria for admission, it was necessary to reconstitute the Standing 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations. Three members of the Standing Committee 

of five - Dr» Alivisatos^ Dr, Mackenzie^ and Dr» Togba - were still members of the 

Board, but two new members were required, to replace Professor Canaperia and 

Dr, Karabuda, He called for nominations. 

Dr, TOGBA proposed Dr» Andersen and Dr. Hyde. 

Decision: Dr. Andersen and Dr» Hyde were unanimously elected members of 

"thë'starîding Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that， to allow time for evening meetings of working 

parties, etc。, the Board should meet' in continuous session daily from 9.30 a.m. 

to 12 noon and from 2^30 to 5 

On the suggestion of Dr„ TOGBA； supported by Dr. van den BERG, it was agreed 

that the afternoon meeting should begin thirty minutes earlier, to allow time for a 

mid-afternoon adjournments 

It was decided that plenary meetings of the Executive Board should be held 

from 9c30 а,Шо to 12 noon and from 2 p.m, to 5 p ^ . 


