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Seventeen resolutions adopted by the Thirtieth World Health Assembly 
and the Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth sessions of the Executive Board are considered 
to be of special interest to this region. They are as follows: 

(1) DEVELOPMENT OF PROGRAMME BUDGETING AND MANAGEMENT 
OF WHO'S RESOURCES AT COUNTRY LEVEL (EB59.R50), 

(2) BIENNIAL PROGRAMME BUDGET - INTRODUCTION OF BIENNIAL 
BUDGET CYCLE (WHA30.20) , AND 

(3) DEVELOPMENT OF PROGRAMME BUDGETING AND MANAGEMENT OF 
WHO'S RESOURCES AT COUNTRY LEVEL (WHA30.23) 

The Committee's attention is invited to these three inter-related resolutions 
on programme budgeting and management of the Organization's collaborative 
programmes. Operative paragraph (1) of EB59.R50 as well as that of WHA30.23 
deal with the budgeting procedure and the form of budget presentation which 
will be effective from 1980-81 biennium. One of the suggested terms of 
reference for the Sub-committee on Programme Budget is "Form of Presentation 
of Programme Budget including the Complete Implementation of Biennial 
Budgeting", and a working paper on the subject has been submitted to that 
Sub-committee. The Sub-committee will no doubt discuss this and make its 
observations and recommendations for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

(4) PROGRAMME BUDGET POLICY (WHA30.301 

The Committee's attention is drawn particularly to operative paragraph 
5 which urges Member States to collaborate and make full use of their Organiza- 
tion for the international promotion of increased, effective technical 
co-operation in the field of health. 

(5) COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL 
MATTERS - UNITED NATIONS WATER CONFERENCE (WHA30.33) 
This resolution is of special interest to this region. 

The Committee may wish to note particularly operative paragraph 1 of 
the resolution which urges Member States to (a) appraise the status of their 
community water supply, sanitation facilities and services and their control; 
(b) formulate within the context of national development policies and plans 
by 1980 programmes with the objectives of improving and extending these 
facilities and services to all people by 1990; (c) implement the programmes 
formulated in the preparatory period 1977-1980 during the decade 1980-1990; 
and (d) ensure that people consume water of good quality, by periodic inspec- 
tions of water sources and treatment and distribution facilities, by improving 
public education programmes in the hygiene of water and wastes, and by 
strengthening the role of health agencies in this respect. 

(6) LEPROSY (WHA30.36) 

In this resolution, operative paragraph 2, which lays stress more 
particularly on research at the national and international levels and on 
giving more encouragement to education of the population in this field, 
deserves special attention. 
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(7) DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOHEDICAL 
AND HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH (WHA30.40) 

Points calling for special attention in this resolution are: operative 
paragraph 3 dealing with the Organization's policy guidelines for biomedical 
research and operative paragraph 5 dealing with the research development and 
co-operation mechanisms. The policy guidelines emphasize (a) the strengthen- 
ing of national research capabilities, (b) greater regional involvement, 
(c) research goals and priorities responsive to the express needs of Member 
States, (d) mission oriented research and (e) balance between biomedical and 
health services research. The research development and co-ordination 
mechanisms will be based on (a) close co-ordination and collaboration between 
regional and global ACMRs and between national research bodies, (b) utiliza- 
tion of broadly based participation through scientific working groups. 
(c) co-operation with and between research institutions of Member States, 
(d) development of nationally or regionally based research into deployment 
of resources within the health care delivery system, (e) inclusion of social, 
managemeat and other sciences to broaden the basis and support to health 
services research, and (f) increasing the number of, and achieving geographi- 
cally balanced distribution for, collaborating centres for biomedical and 
health services research. 

(8) SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR BESEARCH AND TRAINING 
IN TROPIC& DISEASES (WHA30.42) 

The resolution may be noted, especially operative paragraph 3. 
which urges Member States to maximize their contributions towards this 
programme and to develop to the fullest extent possible, national research 
and training institutions and facilities in support of the Programme. 

(9) TECHNICAL COOPERATION (WHA30.43) (RELATED TO EB60.R4) 

Attention is drawn to operative paragraph 2 of the resolution calling 
upon all countries urgently to collaborate in the development of appropriate 
health policies and programmes at the national, regional and inter-regional 
levels and the mobilization and transfer of resources for health so that 
they become more equitably distributed particularly among the developing 
countries. 

(10) INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND SERVICES (WHA30.46) 

This resolution has emphasized the importance of adequate systems 
and services for the generation, collection and dissemination of statistical 
and other relevant information on health and socio-economic matters, as the 
basis of better planning and management of effective health services. 

The Committee may like to take note of operative paragraph 2, which 
urges Member States to develop appropriate national health information 
systems and services to support the development, implementation and evaluation 
of their health services. 

(11) THE ROLE OF NORSING~~IDWIFERY PERSONNEL 
IN PRIMARY HEALTH CARE TEAMS (WHA30.481 

The Committee's attention is drawn to operative paragraph 2, which 
requests the Director-General to collaborate with Member States in redefining 
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and restructuring the role and functions of different categories of 
nursinglmidwifery personnel, intensifying efforts to develop retraining 
and continuing education programmes consistent with the new roles and 
functions and in carrying out other activities which will lead to their 
effective participation in a multidisciplinary approach to the planning, 
management and execution of primary health care and vaccination 
programs. 

(12) PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING AND 
RESEARCH IN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE (WHA30.49) 

This resolution recognizes the important role of traditional systems 
of medicine in providing health care in developing countries. 

The Committee's attention is drawn to operative paragraph 2 wherein 
interested Member Governments have been urged to give adequate importance 
to the utilization of their traditional systems of medicine with appropriate 
regulations as suited to their national health systems. In operative 
paragraph 3, collaboration of the Organization with Member States to organize 
educational, research, and training activities in this field has been 
emphasized. 

(13) THE ROLE OF THE HEALTH SECTOR IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL FOOD AND NUTRITION 
POLICIES AND PLANS (WHA30.51) 

The technical discussions at the Thirtieth World Health Assembly on 
"The importance of national and international food and nutrition policies 
for health development" reviewed the health sector's role in nutrition and 
urged Member Governments to take a number of steps as contained in operative 
paragraph 2 of this resolution. The Committee may wish to recommend to 
Governments that they take appropriate measures in this regard. The 
Committee may also like to note operative paragraph 3 of the resolution, 
which outlines the role of the Organization in this field for technical 
co-operation. 

(14) SMALLPOX ERADICATION (WHA30.52) 

This resolution congratulates countries (three in this region, viz., 
Bhutan, India and Nepal) where smallpox eradication had been certified during 
the first half of this year. 

The Committee's attention is particularly drawn to operative para- 
graphs 2, 3 and 4 of the resolution which request Member States to co-operate 
in the safe maintenance of stocks of variola virus or specimens from smallpox 
cases, to continue to give financial support to the smallpox eradication 
programme, and to consider their vaccination prograwmes and requirements in 
order to reduce any unnecessary vaccination requirements. The Committee may 
also like to note operative paragraph 5, which urges all governments to make 
full use of the expertise of international and national personnel with 
experience in smallpox surveillance and in containment measures as may be 
required to interrupt effectively the transmission of the disease and to 
prepare for an independent assessment in those countries where the eradica- 
tion of smallpox has not yet been certified. 
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(15) EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION (WHA30.53) 

The Colnmittee may wish to take note of operative paragraph 4 of 
the resolution which urges governments and appropriate scientific inatitu- 
tions to intensify research on better and more stable vaccines, and on 
improving vaccination techniques as well as diagnosis, prophylaxis and 
treatment in cases of post-vaccination complications. The Committee's 
attention is also drawn to operative paragraph 5, which urges governments 
and agencies in a position to contribute funds or their equivalent in 
equipment and supplies to provide maximum long-term support to the country 
programmes through the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion or on a bilateral 
basis. 

(16) REGIONAL PRODUCTION OF VACCINES FOR EXPANDED 

This resolution draws the attention of Member States to the importance 
of the policies of the Expanded Programme on Immunization with respect to 
promoting regional and national self-reliance for vaccine production. The 
Committee may wish to note operative paragraph 2, which urges the Director- 
General and the Regional Directors to implement these policies, taking into 
account regional vaccine production capabilities and by making available, 
wherever necessary,technical expertise and other resources. 

(17) TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES (EB60.R4) (RELATED TO WHA30.43) 

The committee's attention is specially drawn to operative paragraph 
6 of the resolution which urges particularly governments of the developing 
countries to give priority attention to principles and strategies required 
to foster technical co-operation among developing countries (TCDC). The same 
paragraph also emphasizes the co-ordinating role of WHO in furthering TCDC 
and calls for the support of the Organization in this regard. The Board 
has specifically requested the Regional Committees to study the proposals 
contained in the Director-General's report on this subject and examine 
further ways of promoting TCDC for health development as appropriate to their 
region. 


