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DELATIONS I;ITH THE LSAGOE OF АЬАБ STATES 

1. В/ letter dated 11 October 1953, a request was actdressed by the Assistant 

Secretary General oí the Leame oí Arab States to the Director-General, proposing 

the establishment oí 丨丨a form of understanding and co-operation" with the World 

Health Organization (see Annex I). The Lirector-General replied to this letter 

stating that the request would be submitted to the Executive Board at its thirteenth 

session for consideration. 

2. The League of Arab Statês was created by international agreement, entitled 

«Pact of the League of A r a b States", on 22 March 1945. States sending plenipo-

tentiaries to the Cairo Conference were: Syria, Kashemite Kingdom of the Jordan, 

Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Egypt, Yemen. A translation of the text of the Pact 

is reproduced in Annex II. 

The Health Comaiittse of the League held its first msating at the Headquarters 

oí the League Secretariat on 2o September 1953. The Regional Director for the 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office attended this meeting as an observer. The 

Health Coramittee recommended the establishment in the Secretariat oí the League of 

Arab States of a health department. Its functions would be: 

(a) to approach the Arab countries for the implementation of the 

Health Coinmittee' s resolutions; 

(b) to survey health conditions in the Arab countries and to 

compile statistical data in this connexion^ 

(c) to bring about co-operation between Arab countries to raise 

their health standards and exchange expertsj 

(d) to send missions to Arab countries on their request in order 

to study health programmes and to try to solve them in agreement, with 

local authorities. 

The Secretariat of the League has also furnished a memorandum, setting forth the 

aims of the League as regards health matters (Annex III). 
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3 . The existing relations of the League of Arab States with other organizations are 

as follows: 

United Nationst The League was invited to attend, as an observer, the General 

Assembly and the Economic and Social Council from 1 November 1950 and 10 August 1951， 

respectively. There are also working arrangements with the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees. The League has been placed by ECOSOC in the list 

of inter-governmental organizations in the economic and social fields.
1 

FAQi The League has participated in the third regional meeting on food and 

agricultural problems and outlook in the Near East, held at Cairo from 1 - 9 September 

1953. 

UNESCO; Since and including the third session of the General Conference (Beirut, 

1948) it has been the practice to invite the Cultural Commission of the League, and not 

the League itself, to send observers to sessions of the conference. The Secretariat 

of t h e Cultural Commission has approached UNESCO as to the possibility and desirability 

of concluding a formal agreement between the Commission and UNESCO, further defining the 

relations of the two bodies. 

4 . Relations of the World Health Organization with inter-governmental organizations 

other than the United Nations are dealt with in Article 70 of the Constitution^ which 

provides as follows: 

"The Organization shall establish effective relations and co-operate 

closely with such other inter-governmental organizations as may be 

desirable. Any formal agreement entered into with such organizations 

shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly." 

The League of Arab States is a regional inter-governmental organization. It may be 

recalled that relations with the Council of Europe, which is also a regional inter-

governmental organization, were entered into by the Regional Office for Europe, in 

pursuance of Article 50(d) of the Constitution. This Article provides that it shall 

be a function of a Regional Committee : 

î ^~ 
This does not of itself confer any status of relationship 
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“七參 co-operate with the respective regional committees of the United 

Nations and with those of other specialized agencies and with other 

regional international organizations halving interests in common with 

the Organization*" 

To this end informal working arrangements were concluded by an exchange of letters,
1 

The Executive Board may therefore wish tо consider whether relations with the 

League of Arab States, and more particularly its Health Committee, should be defined 

and entered into at the regional level. 

1

 Document EUR/RC2/9, Rev.l Annex I 
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ANNEX I 

I have the honour to bring to your kind notice that the Arab League is an 

official organization recognized by the United Nations as well as by the United 

Nations Educational Scientific and Cùltural Organization (UNESCO), and is officially 

invited to all the general meetings and assemblies, as an observer. 

In the social section of the Arab League, there is a special department for 

health and hygiene, similar in aim to your organization, though limiting its scope 

of work to the Arab world. 

In view of the need, and considering the great advantage of a co-operation 

between the two organizations, we took the liberty of inviting Dr, All Tewfik Shousha, 

Director of World Health Organization for the Eastern Mediterranean, to attend and 

assist, as an observer, the annual meeting of the Arab Health Committee• He kindly 

accepted, and to the great appreciation of all, took an active part in the discussions* 

As the Committee is in close touch and is in continuous contact with the Arab 

States, ve would be able to note the problems of preventive medicine, to observe the 

health conditions, to study the scientific measures, and to observe and follow the 

progress attained in each of the said States. 

We earnestly desire to establish a form of an understanding and co-operation 

with your organization by exchanging information, statistics, pamphlets, plans, e t c … 

as well as exchanging invitations to all general meetings and assemblies, wherever 

held. 



EB13/51 
page 5 

ANNEX II 

Article 1. - The League of Arab States shall be composed of the independent 

Arab States that have signed this Pact. 

Every independent Arab State shall have the right to adhere to the League. 

Should it desire to adhere, it shall present an application to this effect which 

shall be filed with the permanent General Secretariat and submitted to the Council 

at its first meeting following the presentation of the application. 

Article 2. - The purpose of the League is to clraw closer the relations between 

member States and co-ordinate their political activities with the aim of realizing 

a close collaboration between them, to safeguard their independence and sovereignty, 

and to consider in a general way the affairs and interests of the Arab countries. 

It also has among its purposes a close co-operation of the member States with 

due regard to the structure of each of these States and the conditions prevailing 

therein, in the following matters: 

(a) Economic and financial matters, including trade, customs, currency, 

agriculture and industry. 

(b) Communications, including railways, roads, aviation, navigation, 

and posts and telegraphs. 

(c) Cultural matters. 

(d) Matters connected with nationality, passports, visas, execution of 

judgments and extradition. 

(e) Social welfare matters. 

(f) Health matters. 

Article 3. - The League shall have a Council composed of the representatives 

of the member States. Each State shall have one vote, regardless of the number of 

its representatives. 



EB15/51 

page 6 

Annex III 

The Council shall be entrusted with the function of realizing the purpose of 

the League and of supervising the execution of the agreements concluded between 

the member States on matters referred to in the preceding article or on other matters 

It shall also have the function of determining the means whereby the League 

will collaborate with the international organizations vhich may be created in the 

future to guarantee peace and security and organize economic and social relations. 

Article - A special Committee shall be formed for each of the categories 

enumerated in Article 2
t
 on vhich the member States shall be represented. These 

coramittees shall be entrusted with establishing the basis and scope of co-operation 

in the form of draft agreements which shall be submitted to the Council for its 

consideration preparatory to their being submitted to the States referred to. 

Delegates representing the other Arab countries may participate in these 

Committees as members • The Council* shall determine the circumstances in which the 

participation of these representatives shall be allowed as well as the basis of the 

representâtion. 

Article 5» • The recourse to force for 

or more member States shall not be allowed, 

that does not involve the independence of a 

the settlement of disputes between two 

Should there arise among them a dispute 

State^ its sovereignty or its territorial 

integrity, and should the two contending parties apply to the Council for the settle-

ment of this dispute, the decision of the Council shall then be effective and 

obligatory. 

In this case, the States among whom the dispute has arisen shall not participate 

in the deliberations and decisions of the Council» 

The Council shall mediate in a dispute which may lead to war between two member 

States or between a member State and another State in order t© conciliate them.
 й 

The decisions relating to arbitration and mediation shall be taken by a majority 

vote. 



EB13/51 
page 7 

Annex II 

Article 6, - In case of aggression or threat of aggression by a State against 

a member State, the attacked or threatened with attack may request an immediate 

meeting of the Council. 

The Council shall determine the necessary measures to repel this aggression. 

Its decision shall be taken unanimously. If the aggression is committed by a 

member State the vote of that State will not be counted In determining unanimity. 

If the aggression is committed in such a way as to render the Government of 

the State attacked unable to communicate with the Council, the representative 

of that State in the Council may request the Council to convene for the purpose 

set forth in the preceding paragraph. If the representative is unable to communicate 

with the Council, it shall be the right of any member State to request a meeting of 

the Council. 

Article 7. - The decisions of the Council taken by a unanimous vote shall be 

binding on all the member States of the League; those that are reached by a majority-

vote shall bind only those that accept them. 

In both cases the decisions of the Council shall be executed in each State in 

accordance with the fundamental structure of that State. 

Article 8 . - Every member State of the League shall respect the form of govern-

ment obtaining in the other States of the League, and shall recognize the form of 

government obtaining as one of the rights of those States, and shall pledge itself 

not to take any action tending to change that form. 

Article 9 . - The States of the Arab League that are desirous of establishing 

among themselves closer collaboration and stronger bonds than those provided for in 

the present Pact, may conclude among themselves whatever agreements they wish for 

this purpose. 

The treaties and agreements already concluded or that may be concluded in the 

future between a member State and any other State, shall not be binding on the other 

members• 
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Annex II 

Article 10. - The permanent seat of the League of Arab States shall be Cairo. 

The Council of the League may meet at any other place it designates. 

Article 11. - The Council of the League shall meet in ordinary session twice 

a year, during the months of March and October. It shall meet in extraordinary 

session at the request of two member States whenever the need arises• 

A ticle 12. - The League shall have a pernanent General Secretariat, composed 

of a Secretary-General, Assistant Secretaries and an adequate number of officials• 

The Secretary-General shall be appointed by the Council upon the vote of two-

thirds of the States of the League. The Assistant Secretaries and the principal 

officials shall be appointed b y the Secretary-General with the approval of the 

Council. 

The Council shall establish an internal organization for the General Secretariat 

as well as the conditions of service of the officials• 

The Secretary-General shall have the rank of Ambassador； and the Assistant 

Secretaries the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The first Secretary-General of the League is designated in an annex to the 

present Pact. 

Article 15• - The Secretary-General shall prepare the draft of the budget of 

the League and submit it for approval to the Council before the beginning of each 

fiscal year. 

The Council shall determine the share of each of the States of the League in 

the expenses. It shall be allowed to revise the share if necessary. 

Article - The members of the Council of the League, the members of its 

Committees and such of its officials as shall be designated in the internal organi-

zation, shall enjoy, in the exercise of their duties, diplomatic privileges and 

immunities• 

The premises occupied by the institutions of the League shall be inviolable. 
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Article 15. - The Council shall meet the first time at the invitation of the 

Head of the Egyptian Government. Later meetings shall be convoked by the Secretary-

General . 

In each ordinary session the representatives of the States of the League shall 

assume the chairmanship of the Council in rotation. 

Article 16. - Except for the cases provided for in the present Pact, a majority 

shall suffice for decisions by the Council effective in the following matters: 

(a) Matters concerning the officials. 

(b) The approval of the budget of the League. 

(c) The internal organization of the Council, the Committees and the 

General Secrétariat. 

(d) The termination of the Sessions. 

Article 17. - The member States of the League shall file with the General 

Secretariat copies of all treaties and agreements which they have concluded or will 

conclude with any other State, whether a. member of the League or otherwise. 

Article 18. - If one of the member States intends to withdraw from the League, 

the Council shall be informed of its intention one year before the withdrawal takes 

effect. 

The Council of the League may consider any State that is not fulfilling the 

obligations resulting from this Pact as excluded from the League, by a decision taken 

by a unanimous vote of all the States except the State referred to. 

Article 19. - The present Pact may be amended with the approval of two-thirds 

of the members of the League in particular for the purpose of strengthening the 

ties between them, of creating an Arab Court of Justice, and of regulating the 

relations of the League with, the international organizations that may be created in 

the future to guarantee security and peace. 
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Annex II 

No decision shall be taken as regards an amendment except in the session following 

that in which it is proposed. 

Any State that does not approve an amendment may withdraw from the League when 

the amendment becomes effective, without being bound by the provisions of the 

preceding article. 

Article 20. - The present Pact and its annexes shall be ratified in accordance 

with the fundamental form of government in each of the contracting States• 

The instruments of ratification shall be filed with the General Secretariat 

and the present Pact shall become binding on the States that ratify in fifteen days 

after the Secretary-General receives instruments of ratification from four States• 

The present Pact has been drawn up in the Arabic language in Cairo and dated 

8 Eabi al Thani 1364 (March 22， 19紅5〉， in a single text which shall be deposited 

vith the General Secretariat. 

A certified copy shall be sent to each of the States of the League. 
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ANNEX III 

The Health Committee to the League of Arab States recommends that each individual 

of the peoples participating in the League should enjoy a complete state of health 

and that, as a fundamental right, without discrimination between the individuals of 

these peoples as regards religion, colour, political tenets or race. The Committee 

does not mean by the term "complete state of health", that state of health free of 

diseases only, but also the enjoyment of a state of mental and social perfection of 

health. 

To achieve this sublime purpose, it is indispensable to create efficient health 

centres, the aim of which is to prevent and combat the spread of epidemics when 

prevalent and to take steps for the treœ'xnent of diseases and their prophylaxis. 

The programme of the health committee vill comprise: 

1. The extension of aid to each of the States of the League to strengthen 

and complete its medical and health organizations. 

2 . The aid in the diffusion of health propa辟nda among individuals. 

5. To vouchsafe technical information when sought b y States of the 

League, and extend actual assistance in the times of contingencies. 

The encouragement of activities which vill tend to combat epidemic 

or endemic diseases and their expurgation if possible• 

5. To endeavour to support scientific research in the domains of 

medicine and health. 

6. To support the programme of mothers
J

 d children's welfare, 

7. To act in the unification of the syllabuses of the study of medicine 

in Arab countries, and for the attainment of a high standard, before granting 

permission to practise the medical profession as well as the exchange of 

professors and students between the institutes in Arab countries， and to 

encourage studies which will tend to specialization in the various branches 

of medical and health sciences and to encourage medical and health magazines 

and their wide circulation• 
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8. To create popular institutions of first aid posts, Red Crescent centres 

in Arab countries devoid of these and uniting all of them in a Union which 

will tend to lay down regulations to warrant the speedy supply of first aid 

in emergency cases, or at the outbreak of hostilities. 

To co-operate with other organizations in the improvement of the 

nourishment of peoples, and to raise the health standard in factories, 

farms and villages. 

10. To reap profit, to the largest extent, from the Arab General Regional 

Bureau by the exchange of Information relative to the progress of prevalent 

diseases and the co-operation in quarantine formalities, especially those 

connected with pilgrimage, emigration and health statistics• 

XI. To complete the work undertaken for the unification of medical terminology 

in Arabic• 

12. . The unification of pharmacopoeias in Arab countries. 

15• The co-ordination of efforts and the submission of decisions agreed 

upon in annual international meetings, held vith the purpose of examining 

health or medical matters or the framing of legislation for quarantine, malaria 

and endemic diseases• 

ЗЛ. The establishment of medical and health congresses and the conclusion 

of conventions between Arab countries for health matters• 

15• To launch a campaign against narcotics in Arab countries. 


