
W O R L D  H E A L T H  

ORGANIZATION 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Thirty-third Session 

Provisional Agenda item 9 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 

SOUTH - EAST ASIA 

SEA/RC33/17 

16 June 1980 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST 
ADOPTED BY THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



CONTENTS 

1 Declaration of Global Eradication of Smallpox 
(WHA33.3) and Global Smallpox Eradication (WHA33.4) 

2 Study of the Organization's Structures in the 
light of Its Functions (WHA33.17) 

3 Periodicity of Health Assemblies (WHA33.19) 

4 Organizational Study on the "Role of WHO Expert 
Advisory Panels and Committees and Collaborating 
Centres in Meeting the Needs of WHO regarding 
Expert Advice and in Carrying Out Technical 
Activities of WHO" (WHA33.20) 

5 Development and Coordination of Biomedical 
and Health Services Research (WHA33.25) 

6 Formulating Strategies for Health For All by 
the Year 2000: Health as an Integral Part 
of Development and of the New International 
Economic Order (WHA33.24) 

7 Workers' Health Programme (WHA33.31) 

8 Infant and Young Child Feeding (WHA33.32) 

9 Reimbursement of Travel Costs of Representatives 
to Regional Committees (EB65 .R2) 

10 Other Resolutions 



The following resolutions adopted by the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly and the sixty-fifth session of the Executive Board are 
considered to be of special interest to this region. 

1 DECLARATION OF GLOBAL ERADICATION OF SMALLPOX (WHA33.3) 
AND GLOBAL SMALLPOX ERADICATION (WHA33.4) 

The Committee's attention is invited to the two resolutions, WHA33.3 
and W33.4,which are of interest to the Member States. While resolution 
WHA33.3 declares "that the world and all its peoples have won freedom 
from smallpox" and cites this achievement as a shining example of "how 
nations working together in a common cause may further human progress", 
resolution WHA33.4 endorses the policy of the post-eradication era. The 
latter resolutionparticularly urges Member States to discontinue smallpox 
vaccination except for investigators at special risk and terminate the 
requirement for international certificate of vaccination against smallpox, 
if not already done. It also urges continuing epidemiological surveil- 
lance of suspected smallpox cases, monitoring of variola virus in 
laboratories retaining the virus, as well as reduction in the number 
of such laboratories and promotion of research on orthopox viruses. 

2 STUDY OF THE ORGANIZATION'S STRUCTURES IN 
THE LIGHT OF ITS FUNCTIONS (WHA33.17) 

The thirty-second session of the Regional Connuittee, by its resolution 
SEA/RC32/R7, endorsed the report of the Sub-committee on the study of 
WHO'S structures in the light of its functions. The Executive Board, 
at its sixty-fifth session, having considered the Director-General's 
consolidated report, which took into account the reports from the 
regions, recommended the adoption of its resolution EB65.Rl2 by the 
Thirty-third World Health Assembly. Having deliberated on this subject, 
the Thirty-third World Health Assembly adopted this resolution deciding 
on the activities in which the Organization should concentrate over the 
coming decades and indicating the actions to be taken by the Executive 
Board, the regional committees, the Secretariat at all levels and the 
Member States. Implementation of this resolution will have a signifi- 
cant and far-reaching impact on the future functions of the Organization. 

3 PERIODICITY OF HEALTH ASSEMBLIES (WHA33.19) 

The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, noting that the principle of 
biennial programming and budgeting has been implemented in WHO, felt 
that many advantages could accrue by holding the Assemblies in alter- 
nate years. While requesting the Director-General to trarumit the 
texts of the needed constitutional amendments to Member States, the 
resolution has also requested the regional committees to consider the 
implications for their work of the proposed biennial Health Assemblies 
and report the outcome of their consideration to the Executive Board 
at its sixty-seventh session. 

The Health Assembly, having considered the report of the Executive Board 
on the subject, urges Member States to give all possible support to the 
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Organization in the development of its expert resources by making 
available national staff and institutions that are able to contribute 
to the Organization's activities. It also requests the Director-General 
to take actions required in drawing up new regulations to govern WHO'S 
mechanisms of expert consultation and institutional collaboration for 
adoption by the World Health Assembly. 

5 DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL AND 
HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH (WHA33.25) 

The Committee's attention is invited to operative paragraph 1 of the 
resolution which urges Member States to ensure that biomedical, 
psychosocial and health services research finds a place in national 
research policies and is supported by appropriate implementation plans 
and budgetary allocations. It also requests Member States to intensify 
their cooperation with both developed and developing countries, accord 
high priority to research training, and develop appropriate mechanisms 
to encourage scientists to return home after their training in developed 
countries. The resolution requests the Director-General to strengthen 
world-wide coordination of research, to mobilize intellectual and 
material resources including extra-budgetary support and to concentrate 
WHO'S funds on research which is relevant to the goal of health for all 
by the year 2000. 

6 FOWLATING STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE 
YEAR 2000: HEALTH AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF DEVELOP- 
MENT AND OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 
IWHA33.24) 

PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR 1982-1983: 
DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENTATION (EB65.R6) 

The United Nations General Aasembly, through its resolution 34/58 in 
1979, endorsed the Declaration of Alma Ata, called upon relevant bodies 
of the United Nations system to coordinate with and support the efforts 
of WHO by appropriate actions, World-wide efforts are being made by 
all countries and WHO in formulating strategies for health for all by 
the year 2000 in response to this global resolve. 

This resolution, WHA33.24, in operative paragraph 1, urges Member States 
to take concrete measures and constructively use these favourable 
international developments to implement national strategies and plans 
of action for attaining the health for all goal. While doing this, 
the Member States, individually and collectively, may also ensure that 
their representatives at international assemblies articulate their 
concern for health development adequately in the formulation of Inter- 
national Development Strategy. 

Resolution EB65.R6, which should be read in conjunction with resolution 
WHA33.24, requests the Director-General and the regional director6 to 
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ensure the appropriate allocation, in the formulation of the programme 
budget for 1982-1983, of funds for the development and Implementation 
of strategies for health for all by the year 2000. 

7 WORKERS' HEALTH PROGRAMME (WHA33.31) 

Through its resolution, WHA32.14, the World Health Assembly had 
expressed concern at the magnitude of health problems encountered by 
the under-served working population, especially in agriculture, small 
industries and construction as well as migrant workers, and had urged 
appropriate action for improvement of their health. This resolution, 
WHA33.31, considering the summary of the Programmes of Action on 
Workers' Health, contained in the Director-General's report on the 
subject, endorsed the progranrme and requested the Director-General to 
implement it. It also calls for special attention to be paid to 
provide health care to the migrant workers, miners and working children, 
a matter which is of particular relevance to this region with growing 
numbers of under-served working populations and deserves the combined 
efforts of governmento, industries, voluntary agencies and non-govern- 
mental organizations. 

8 INFANT AND YOUNG CHILD FEEDING (WHA33.32) 

The subject of infant and young child feeding had engaged the attention 
of the World Health Assembly in earlier years also (WHA resolutions 
WHA27.43 and WHA31.47). In this regard, a joint WHOIUNICEF Meeting on 
Infant and Young Child Feeding was held in October 1979 which was 
attended by representatives of governments, the United Nations system 
and technical agencies, non-governmental organizations active in the 
area of infant food industry as well as scientists working in the field. 
Through its resolution WHA33.32, the Thirty-third World Health Assembly 
has endorsed in their entirety the statements and recouanendations made 
by the Joint WHOfUNICEF meeting on the encouragement and support of 
breast-feeding; the promotion and support of appropriate weaning 
practices; the education and training programmes involved as well as 
the appropriate marketing and distribution of breast milk substitutes. 
This subject is very important in view of its implications for child 
health and as a number of actions to ensure the quality of infant 
feeding products, necessary laws and regulations and an international 
code for the marketing of breast milk substitutes, etc., are involved. 

9 REIMBURSEMENT OF TRAVEL COSTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO REGIONAL COMMITTEES (EB65.U) 

The travel expenses of representatives attending regional committees 
are borne by the Member States concerned. This practice is based on 
the decision of the Seventh World Health Assembly in 1954. The Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific reverted to this subject and adopted 
a resolution recommending that the Executive Board consider the question 
of financing the cost of travel of representatives to the regional 
committees. The Executive Board, at its sixty-fifth session, adopted a 
resolution (EB65.RZ) requesting all regional committees to consider this 
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matter and to submit their views and comments for consideration at 
its sixty-seventh session in January 1981. In view of the importance 
of this matter, it has been included as a separate item in the 
Provisional Agenda (item 13). 

10 OTHER RESOLUTIONS 

The following resolutions of the World Health Aasembly may be noted: 

WHA33.26 Tuberculosis control 

WHA33.27 Action in respect of international conventions 
on narcotic and peychotropic substances: abuse 
of narcotic and psychotropic substances 

WHA33.28 Health legialation - strengthening WHO's health 
legislation programme 

WHA33.2S Health legislation - renewations to the inter- 
national health regulations 

WHA33.30 Recruitment of international staff in WHO 

WHA33.35 WHO's program on smoking and health 


