
REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

INTRODUCTION 

The thirty-seventh session of the Regional Committee for South-East 
Asia was held in the WHO Reglonal Office for South-East Asia, New Delhi, 
from 18 to 24 September 1984. It was attended by representatives from all 
11 Member States of the Region, the United Nations Development Programme, 
the United Nations Children's Fund, International Labour Organisation, 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific, one intergovernmental organization, 34 non-governmental 
organizations having official relations with WHO, as well as observers from 
7 bilateral and voluntary agencies (see Annex 1 for list of participants). 

The session was declared open by the outgoing Chairperson, Ms 
Chandra Kala Kiran (Nepal), who welcomed the delegates and others. In her 
opening remarks, she called for concerted efforts to implement the 
strategies for "health for all by the year 2000". The meeting was then 
addressed by the Regional Director and by Dr H. Mahler, Director-General of 
WHO. Mr B. Shankaranand, Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Government 
of India, inaugurated the meeting. 

A Subcommittee on Credentials was appointed, consisting of 
representatives from Bangladesh, Maldives and Mongolia. The representative 
of Maldives, Mr Abdul Sattar Yoosuf, was elected as Chairman of the 
Sub-committee, which held two meetings and presented its reports 
(sEA/~C37/18 and SEA/RC37/18 Add.l), based on which the Regional Committee 
recognized the validity of the credentials presented by all the 
representatives. 

The Regional Committee elected the following office-bearers: 

Chairman .. Mr C.R. Vaidyanathan (India) 

Vice-Chairman .. Dr S.D.M. Fernando (Sri Lanka) 

The Committee reviewed the draft provisional agenda of the 
seventy-fifth session of the Executive Board and of the Thirty-eighth World 
Health Assembly (SEA/RC37/7) and then adopted its agenda (SEA/~c37/1) 
(Annex 2). It established a Sub-committee on Programme Budget consisting of 
representatives from all Member States and adopted its terms of reference 
(sEA/~C37/4). Under the chairmanship of Dr Uthai Sudsukh (Thailand), the 
Sub-committee held three meetings and submitted a report (Annex 3), which 
was endorsed by the Regional Committee (resolution SEA/RC37/R8). 

The Regional Committee elected Dr H.M. Isa (Indonesia) as Chairman 
of the technical discussions on the subject of "Innovations in primary 
health care within the community" and adopted the agenda for these 
discussions (SEA/RC37/15 and Add.1). The conclusions and recommendations 
arising out of these discussions (Annex 4), which were held on 20 September 
1984, were later presented to the Regional Committee, which endorsed the 
recommendations and adopted a resolution (SEA/RC37/R9). 


