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The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following 
resolutions adopted by the Thirty-seventh World Health Aasembly and the 
seventy-third session of the Executive Board, which are of interest to this 
Region. 

1. THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSION IN THE GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR 
HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000 (WHA37.13 and EB73.R3) 

The Assembly considered the Director-General's Report on the 
Spiritual Dimension in the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 
2000 and recognized that the non-material or spiritual component of the 
strategy has to arise within people and communities. Since the spiritual 
dimension played a great role in motivating people in all aspects of life, 
Member States have been invited to consider the inclusion in their 
strategies for health for all of a spiritual dimension in accordance with 
their social and cultural patterns. 

2. TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN 
SUPPORT OF THE GOAL OF HEALTH FOR ALL (WHA37.16) 

The Assembly reaffirmed its conviction that technical cooperation 
among developing countries (TCDC) constituted an important medium for 
health development and for the implementation of national health 
strategies, and called upon all Member States to give every support to this 
programme. It especially called upon the developed countries to provide the 
developing countries, particularly the least developed among them, with 
technical cooperation and financial resources to assist in carrying out the 
programme. Emphasis has been laid on reinforcing multilateral 
institutionalized cooperation within the framework of priorities fixed by 
the developing countries and including cooperation among these countries. 

3. MONITORING PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING STRATEGIES FOR 
,IEALTfl FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000 (WHA37.17 and EB73.Rb) 

The resolution recognizes that monitoring and evaluation are 
fundamental elements for the implementation of the HFA Strategy and urges 
Member States to accelerate reorientation of health systems towards primary 
health care, promote inter-sectnral coordination, mobilize and direct 
resources to underservcd groups, and accord the htghest priority to the 
continuing monitoring and evaluation of their strategies and plans of 
actfon to further refine and update them as necessary. The resolution also 
urges the Regional Committee to give increased attention to the review and 
analysis of the findings of the monitoring and evaluation of national 
strategies by Member States in the Region, foster positive factors and 
resolve issues impeding the implementation of these strategies, and carry 
out the first evaluation of the regional strategy in 1985 in keeping with 
the plan of action for implementing the Global Strategy for Health for All. 
The resolution requests the Director-General to further focus the resources 
of the Organization to accelerate the implementation of the HFA Strategy. 

4 .  PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF VITAMIN A DEFICIENCY AND 
XEROPHTHALMIA (WlA37.18) 

Recalling its earlier resolutions on the subject of prevention of 
blindness and noting, inter alia, that in Asia alone more than ten million 
children are affected by vitamin A deficiency and xerophthalmia leading to 
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blindness in more than one million of these children every year, the 
Assembly urged Member States to give high priority to the prevention and 
control of vitamin A deficiency and xerophthalmia wherever these problem8 
existed through appropriate nutritional programmes as part of primary 
health care. 

5. COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 
GENERAL MATTERS - ABUSE OF NARCOTIC AND 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES (WHA37.23 and EB73.Rll) 

Recalling its earlier resolutions on the abuse of narcotic and 
psychotropic substances, the Assembly noted that there had been a dramatic 
global increase in drug addiction, and recognizing the urgent need for 
stimulating more effective national efforts in the affected countries, 
urged Member States to explore new methods for the prevention and treatment 
of drug addiction and to improve information on this problem. The 
Director-General has also been requested to seek extrabudgetary resources 
to permit the strengthening of the epidemiological surveillance system in 
this field, and to include this item in the sgenda of the Thirty-ninth 
World Health Assembly. 

6. INFANT AND YOUNG CHILD NUTRITION (WHA37.30) 

Referring to its earlier resolutions on this subject and recognizing 
that the implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breast- 
milk Substitutes is important in order to protect the health of infants, 
and that many products unsuitable for infant feeding are still being 
promoted, the Assembly urged Member States, WHO, non-governmental 
organizations and other interested parties to effect measures to improve 
infant and young child feeding with particular emphasis on the use of foods 
of local origin. The Director-General has been requested to collaborate 
with Member States in implementing and monitoring the International Code of 
Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes. 

7. THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN THE STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 
7 ~ ~ ~ 3 7 . 3 1 )  

This resolution emanated from the Technical Discussions on this 
subject held during the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. In view of 
the prestige that universities carry and their influence in moulding the 
minds of young people, especially for their future role in societies, the 
Assembly urged Member States to encourage universities to include the 
social and technical concepts of health for all in the education and 
training of all categories of students, to reorient education and training 
of health and health-related workers to HFA goals and to involve the 
appropriate faculties of the universities in the formulation and 
Implementation of strategies. The Assembly also invited universities all 
over to ensure that students are adequately acquainted with the goal of 
health for all hy the year 2000, including their participation in creating 
awarrness among the general public of the action people can take to promote 
the health of the communities. 

The nirrrtor-General ha? h e e n  requested to ensure in all forums 
WllO's advocacy of  the role of universities in the strategies for health for 
all, and to collect and disseminate information on the involvement of 
universitirs in the strategies for health For all. 
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8. ACTION PROGRAMME ON ESSENTIAL DRUGS AND VACCINES 
(WHA.37.32 and EB73.Rl5) 

The Assembly, hy its earlier resolution WHA35.27 had endorsed the 
main lines of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs for the coming years. 
By the present resolution, it urged Member States to implement the drug 
policies along the lines endorsed by the Thirty-fifth World Health AssemSly 
and to strengthen cooperation among themselves for the implementation of 
the programme. It urged the regional committees to ensure adequate resources 
in their regional programme budget to support Member States and to review 
periodically the progress in implementing the programme in their region. Tlie 
resolution also requests the Director-General to facilitate technical co- 
operation among countries in carrying out the programme, foster coordinated 
action to ensure its most effective and efficient implementation, mobilize 
adequate resources, monitor and evaluate the programme on a continuing 
basis, and report periodically to the Executive Board on the progress 
achieved and problems encountered. 

9. RATIONAL USE OF DRUGS (WHA37.33) 

The Assembly, in passing this resolution, was concerned by the large 
portion of health budgets belng spent on drugs in many developing countries 
while the problems of inappropriate and excessive prescription and use of 
drugs still existed. The Assembly recognized the importance of training 
health personnel in the use and prescription of drugs, of unbiased informa- 
tion about drugs to health authorities, physicians, pharmacy staff, other 
health workers and the general public and of better information on drug 
marketing procedures and practices. It urged Member States to develop and 
disseminate Information including information on the use and marketing of 
drugs through hilateral and multilateral programmes; strengthen capabilities 
of developing countries in properly selecting, using and controlling the 
quality of drugs to meet their needs, and introduce and implement 
compreh-usivc and rational drug poliries. 

10. INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME ON CHEMICAL SAFETY (EB.73.RlO) -- - 

'?he F.xecut ive Board, having considered the report of the Director- 
Cenrral on tho Internatjonal Programme on Chemical Safety and recognizing 
that it was esspntial to protect human health and the environment from the 
adverse effects of chemicals, adopted this resolution. The International 
Programne on Chemical Safety has now been established as a collaborative 
activity with the active participation of Memher ;States. The United Nations 
Environ;oent Programme and ILO have collaborated with WHO to make this 
progranme a broad international effort enahling it to address both human 
health ar)d ~nvironmental aspects. In this resolution, the Executive Board 
recomme:~ded that national focal points be established by Member States to 
implement chemical safety measures under the programme and that they 
cooperate with WHO in cnnducting epidemiological studies for identifying 
chemicais whlch may be detrimental to health and the environment. By 
opera ti.<e paragraph (2) , it requested the Director-General to develop the 
progranlne further, strengthen the technical cooperation with Member States 
in rrspect of chemical safety, explore those efforts designed to place 
fundiag for the programme on a continuous basis, and to seek support for 
the programme from all ottrr!r pos.slhle sources. 


