
W O R L D  H E A L T H  

ORGANIZATION 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Fortieth Session 

Provisional Agenda item 17 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 

SOUTH - EAST ASIA 

SEA/RC40/12 

18 June 1987 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST ADOPTED 
BY TEE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



CONTENTS 

RECRUITMENT OF INTERNATIONAL STAFF I N  WHO: 
PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN I N  THE WORK OF WHO 

DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDING P R I N C I P L E S  FOR 
HUMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANTS 

PROMOTION OF BALANCED HEALTH MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

MANAGEMENT OF WHO'S RESOURCES 

COLLABORATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
P R I N C I P L E S  GOVERNING RELATIONS BETWEEN WHO AND 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR THE PREVENTION AND 
CONTROL OF A I D S  

MATERNAL HEALTH AND SAFE MOTHERHOOD 

HEALTH OF THE WORKING POPULATION 

RESEARCH ON AGING 

ECONOMIC SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL HEALTH FOR ALL 
STRATEGIES 

EIGHTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK COVERING 
A S P E C I F I C  PERIOD ( 1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 5  INCLUSIVE)  

USE OF ALCOHOL I N  MEDICINES 

DIARRHOEAL DISEASES CONTROL 

TOWARDS THE ELIMINATION OF LEPROSY 

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO 

16. COOPERATION I N  PROGRAMME BUDGETING 



The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following .-. resolutions (copies enclosed) adopted by the Fortieth World Health Assembly 
and the seventy-ninth session of the Executive Board, which are of interest 
to this Region. 

1. RECRUITMENT OF INTERNATIONAL STAFF IN WHO: 
PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE WORK OF WHO 
'(WHA4U. 9 and EB79 .R13) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States to find ways of 
increasing the participation of women in the programmes of WHO by proposing 
women candidates for long- and short-term assignments, expert advisory 
panels and fellowships, and by encouraging the increased participation of 
women in technical meetings and meetings of WHO'S governing bodies. 

2 .  DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR 
HUMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANTS (WHA40.13) 

The Assembly was concerned at the trade for profit in human organs 
among living human beings, and affirmed that such trade is inconsistent 
with the most basic human values and contravenes the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the spirit of the WHO Constitution. It requested the 
DirectorGeneral to study, in collaboration with other organizations 
concerned, the possibility of developing appropriate guiding principles for 
human organ transplants, and report to the World Health Assembly on the 
action taken in this regard. 

3. PROMOTION OF BALANCED HEALTH MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 
(WHA40.14 and EB79.Rl6) 

The Assembly was concerned that, while shortage of certain 
categories of health manpower was still a problem in many countries, an 
increasing number of Member States have an over-supply of certain 
categories of health professionals, and urged Member States to 
(1) undertake, as a matter of priority, the strengthening of their health 
manpower policies and systems, including manpower planning, and ensure that 
they respond fully to the strategies for the achievement of health for all 
through primary health care; ( 2 )  develop sufficient relevant demographic 
information about health manpower; (3) reorient, or, as appropriate, 
encourage reorientation of education and training of health manpower to 
respond fully to local needs, and (4) ensure that manpower is not only 
adequately planned for and trained, but also skillfully managed, including 
the improvement of career development and incentive schemes, to ensure its 
most effective utilization. 

4 .  MANAGEMENT OF WHO'S RESOURCES 
7 ~ ~ ~ 4 0 . 1 5  and EB79.R7) 

The Assembly resolution requests the regional committees to take all 
necessary action to secure the best possible use of WHO'S limited 
resources, in keeping with the letter and spirit of all relevant 
resolutions of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board and to report on 
the outcome of their deliberations to the Executive Board at its 
eighty-first session in January 1988. 
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5. COLLABORATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
PRINCIPLES GOVERNING RELATIONS BETWEEN WHO AND 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(WHA40.25- 

The Assembly recognized the important role of nongovernmental 
organizations and emphasized the need to mobilize national and 
international nongovernmental organizations for accelerated implementation 
of Health for All strategies. It decided to adopt the revised Principles 
Governing Relations between the World Health Organization and 
Nongovernmental Organizations, annexed to the resolution. 

6. GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR THE PREVENTION AND 
CONTROL OF AIDS (WHA40.26) 

The Assembly was deeply concerned that AIDS has assumed pandemic 
proportions affecting all regions of the world and represents a threat to 
the attainment of health for all. The resolution urges Member States to 
establish or strengthen effective programmes to combat AIDS in line with 
the global strategy and ensure that control is integrated into the existing 
system based on primary health care, and is based on effective educational 
and preventive measures to enable each person to protect himselflherself 
from the disease. It requested the regional committees to constantly review 
the situation concerning AIDS in the regions; ensure that regional 
resources to combat AIDS are used in conformity with the global AIDS 
strategy; and report annually to the Director-General on the situation in 
the regions. 

7. MATERNAL HEALTH AND SAFE MOTHERHOOD (~~4.40.27) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States to give high priority to 
improving the health of women and reducing maternal mortality and morbidity 
through appropriate primary health care, adequate food and health 
programmes for girls from infancy to adolescence; provide appropriate 
(prenatal) care with efficient and early detection and referral of 
high-risk pregnancies; ensure the attendance of appropriately-trained 
personnel for all women in childbirth; strengthen referral facilities and 
supervisory measures in maternal and child health and family planning and 
coordinate action within the health and other sectors to improve women's 
education and nutrition; and generate financial and other resources for 
appropriate social support during pregnancy, delivery and the first year 
following childbirth. 

8. HEALTH OF THE WORKING POPULATION (WHA40.28) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States to pay special attention 
to the establishment and maintenance of safe working conditions and, if 
appropriate, to consider workers' health care as an integral component of 
primary health care; identify the existing and newly-emerging health and 
safety problems of workers in the underserved sectors, and extend primary 
health care in these sectors along the lines recommended in the 
Director-General's report to the seventy-ninth session of the Executive 
Board; and develop relevant training programmes. 
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9. RESEARCH ON AGING (WHA40 -29) 

The Assembly believed that the attainment of health for all will 
result in the survival of increasing numbers of the world's population into 
old age and realized that greater knowledge was required to understand both 
the determinants of healthy aging and how to apply this knowledge optimally 
with a view to adding healthy life to years. It requested the 
Director-General to establish an international research programme on aging, 
as an integral part of the Organization's programme on health of the 
elderly; and to secure the cooperation of interested governments, voluntary 
organizations, foundations, private donors and other bodies in raising 
extra-budgetary funds, in addition to the existing WHO support to the 
research programme. 

10. ECONOMIC SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL HEALTH FOR ALL 
STRATEGIES (WHA40.30) 

The Assembly stressed the need for continued political leadership 
and determination for the achievement of the goal of Health for All in the 
spirit of social equity and urged Member States to continue to ensure that 
the health of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable population groups was 
protected when economic adjustment policies were designed and implemented; 
strengthen the capacity of local bodies to mobilize, channel and allocate 
resources and ensure that monies raised by health services remain at the 
disposal of the health sector; take urgent steps to reduce waste and 
increase the efficient use of resources; establish a programme for better 
management and maintenance of equipment through appropriate procedures, 
identify the means of closing any gaps between the resources required and 
available, and to review health policies and strategies with the joint 
involvement of ministries of health, planning, finance and other relevant 
ministries. It called upon international and bilateral agencies to increase 
their support to developing countries to accelerate the implementation of 
national strategies for Health for All, and in particular to help 
strengthen national capacities in research and development, economic 
analysis, and financial planning and management. 

The Assembly approved the Eighth General Programme of Work and 
called on the Member States to use it in their cooperative activities with 
WHO in support of their strategies for Health for All. The resolution urged 
the regional committees to ensure that regional programmes and programme 
budgets are prepared on the basis of the Eighth General Programme of Work, 
and to implement the regional programme budget policies to this end. 

12. USE OF ALCOHOL IN MEDICINES 
(WHA40.32 and EB79.Rl7) 

The Assembly noted the increasing concern felt by physicians and 
pharmacists at the inappropriate use of alcohol in medicines and urged the 
Member States to review the registration of medicines containing alcohol as 
an active ingredient with a view to reducing its use as much as feasible; 
take steps to reduce, as much as possible, the alcohol concentration in 
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medicines in cases where no suitable alternative to alcohol is available; 
review available pharmaceutical preparations so as to ascertain their 
alcohol content and intensify efforts, and encourage scientific research to 
find alternative pharmaceutical preparations that contain no alcohol and 
are equally effective. 

13. DIARRHOEAL DISEASES CONTROL (WHA40.34 and EB79.R8) 

The Assembly urged Member States to intensify their diarrhoea1 
diseases control activities as part of primary health care and as one of 
the priorities for achieving health for all by the year 2000, and to 
recognize that an effective diarrhoea1 diseases control programme must 
include careful planning, adequate health manpower training and 
information, effective communication as well as education on health, 
sanitation, nutrition promotion, adequate production, distribution and 
social marketing of oral rehydration preparations, and appropriate 
supervision, monitoring and evaluation. It also urged the Member States and 
concerned agencies to further support national diarrhoeal diseases control 
programmes in developing countries through financial and technical 
cooperation, in particular, through technical cooperation among developing 
countries. 

14. TOWARDS THE ELIMINATION OF LEPROSY (WHA40.35) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States with endemic leprosy, to 
allocate adequate priority to and resources for leprosy control within 
their public health services as part of primary health care; strengthen 
health education through the media and comnunity participation with a view 
to overcoming the stigma and phobias traditionally associated with the 
disease; provide improved training in leprosy for health workers of all 
categories, and especially those working in the field of leprosy; institute 
active programmes, including research, for the rehabilitation of leprosy 
patients who have acquired disabilities and deformities; and work out a 
system of awards, prizes and rewards for outstanding contributions to 
leprosy control and research. 

15. FORTIETHANNIVERSARY OFWHO (WHA40.36) 

Deeply conscious of the immense tasks that still remain to be 
accomplished by countries in order to reach the goal of Health for All 
through the implementation of national strategies, and paying special 
attention to the development of primary health care in line with the 
Alma-Ata, declaration of 1978, the tenth anniversary of which coincides 
with the fortieth anniversary of WHO, the Assembly resolution invites 
Member States to intensify their efforts during 1988 and the years to come 
to attain the global goal of Health for All by the Year 2000, and in 
particular, to mobilize all possible human, physical and financial 
resources to this end; and focus the attention of people in all walks of 
life - from ordinary citizens to the highest political leaders - upon past 
achievements and present and future aspirations of the World Health 
Organization, through appropriate events, celebrations and information 
dissemination. The regional committees were invited to give strong support 
to countries in their activities relating to the fortieth anniversary 
throughout the year, and to mark the anniversary solemnly on the occasion 
of their meetings. The resolution also urges the Member States to report to 
the Director-General on the action taken or planned, in time for him to 
present a consolidated report to the Forty-first World Health Assembly. 
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16. COOPERATION IN PROGRAMME BUDGETING (EB79.R9) 

Convinced that cooperation among Member States is essential for the 
exercise by WHO of its constitutional function of acting as the directing 
and coordinating authority on international health work and for the 
fulfilment by the World Health Assembly of its constitutional functions of 
determining WHO'S policies and approving its budget, the Executive Board 
emphasized the importance of Member States making optimal use of WHO'S 
resources to implement their strategies for Health for All by the Year 
2000, and of their mobilizing all available domestic resources and 
rationalizing their use. It requested the regional committees to review 
regional programme budget proposals in a harmonious spirit of cooperation, 
and strongly urged Member States to discharge punctually and in full the 
financial obligations incumbent upon them as Members of WHO. 


