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1 . DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTH WOELD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 12 of the 

Agenda (RoeolutlDn¥Hü6.ía) ( ontinuation from second meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled the discussion at the second meeting of the Board. 

Dr. DQRObLE， Deputy Director-General, proposed Tuesday, 4 May 195紅，for the 

opening date of the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following draft resolution for the Board's approval: 

The Executive Board, 

Noting the decision of the Sixth World Health Assembly to hold the 
Seventh World Health Assembly in Switzerland, 

1. DECIDES that the Seventh Health Assembly shall be convened in the 
Palais des Nations, Geneva, on Tuesday,扛 May 195^, and 

2. INVITES the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements vith the 
United Natione to this e f f e c t . 

Decision: The draft resolution was unanimously adopted. (Resolution EB12.R8) 

2. ADMISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND: Item 11 of the 
Eegular Agenda (Document EB12/9) (continuation from eeoonâ meeting). 

The CHAIRMAN called attention to the draft resolution in document EB12/9 (paga 6). 

Decision: The draft resolution was unanimously adopted. (Resolution EB12.R9) 

3. CONSIDERATION OF EEPOBT OF EXPERT COMMITTEES： Item 5 of the Agenda 

Joint FAQ/WHO Expert Committee on Nutrition, third report (document EB12/l8) 

The CHAIRMAN, observing that the report called for no action by the Board, read 

the following draft résolutionî 
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The Executive Board 

1 . NOTES the third report of the Joint FAO/ráO Expert Committee on Nutrition; 

2. TSAHKS the members of the committee for their work; 

5 . THANKS the Food and Agriculture Organization for its excellent 

collaboration； 

.DRAWS the attention of governments to relevant recommendations contained 

in the report； 

5 . AUTHORIZES its publication and distribution. 

Decision: The draft resolution vas adopted. (Resolution ЕБ12.Ш.0) 

Expert Committee on Mental Health, third report (document EB12/5) 

Professor ALIVISATOS congratulated the expert committee on its valuable report• 

Referring to extra-mural treatment (section 5.2, page 9), he said that while such a 

method vould Ъе an important step forward in giving efficient treatment at little cost, 

a psychiatric out-patient service could only Ъе set up in towns with a psychiatric 

hospital and could only serve the inhabitants of such towns. Would it not be possible 

to attach such a service to the general hospital of all large tovns not possessing a 

psychiatric hospital, thus reducing the percentage of beds required? 

D r . HURTADO thought the report an excellent one although he was surprised that so 

such attention had Ъееп paid to the detailed techniques of hospitals and dispensaries _ 

in particular the management of hospitals for epileptics - vhile there was little 

mention of the essential role to Ъо played in mental health by qualified social 

workers. •” 

1

 То.Ъе published as World Hlth Org, techn. Rep.Ser. 1953, I i 
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D r . HABGEEAVES, Chief, Mental Health Section, in reply directed attention to the 

passages on pages 12， 15， 2k, 31, 32 and ko stressing the importance of the role of 

the psychiatric social worker. 

D r . HURTADO thanked Dr. Hargreaves for his explanations. 

D r . ANEEESEK noted vith satisfaction the realistic nature of the report, in 

particular, the view of the expert committee that all psychiatrists should have 

experience in child psychiatry. He asked how the percentage of three psychiatric beds 

per 1,000 of the population in western countries and 0.1 psychiatric beds per 1,000 in 

tropical Africa ( section 2 - Essontial mental hospital accommodation) had been reaehed. 

D r . HAEGBEAVES replied that there were 

psychiatric disorders in various countries. 

tropical Africa had shown the proportion of 

•western Europe. 

wide differences in the prevalence of 

Three independent surveys carried out in 

psychiatric cases to be one-tenth that of 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following draft resolution for the Board's approval: 

Thé Executive Board 

1 . NOTES the third report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health； 

2. THAJNKS the members of the committee for their work； 

3 . AUTHORIZES the printing of the report；
2 

红. BEQUESTS the Director-General to draw to the attention of Member States 

the desirability of bringing this report to the attention of all authorities 

responsible for the planning and management of mental hospitals； and further 

5 . REQUESTS the Director-General to bear in mind the principles and 
recommendations contained in the report in planning future WHO activities in 
this field. 

Decision: The draft resolution was linanimously adopted. (Resolution EB12.KL1) 

2 
To Ъе published as World Hlth Org. teclin. Rep.Ser. 1953，73 

"""•
 1
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Expert Committee on Plague. second report (document; EB12/21) 

D r . JETTMAE noted, from the table on page 7 of the report, giving statistics of 

treatment Ъу sulfonamides and antibiotics, that the mortality rate for bubonic plague 

showed a remarkable decrease from the former figure of between 5。 to 90 per cent. 

Referring to page 8, section 7.2, he asked whether any good results had been obtained 

Ъу, the use of aureomycin. 

Turning to the evaluation of. modern rá-t-po'isoning methods with special reference 

‘.. ， • 

to anti-coagulents (page 9)， he wondered why no mention had been made of hydroxycour-

marine, known to Ъе the best rat poison. 

Referring to the penultimate paragraph on page 10, he fully agreed that no rigid 

plan of plague control could be drawn up in view of the Eiarkedly different conditions 

existing in the various plague foci. 

In connexion with the animal experiments included in basic methods for the 

laboratory diagnosis of plague (Appendix, page 12), he described his own experience in 

taking blood from capillaries after the application of iodine. He wondered why no 

mention had Ъееп made of the Austrian method (Albrecht & Ghon) of Infecting the guinea-pig 

Finally, referring to page 15, he said that plague bacilli were found not only in 

fleas， but also in mites, ticks and lice， well known as transmitters of plague. 

Apart from the above remarks, he considered the report was an excellent one. 

Replying to the CHAIRMAN, D r . JETIMAB said he vould Ъе satisfied if his comments 

could be brought to the notice of the expert advisory panel for consideration in 

further plague studies. 

Decision: The Board noted the second report of the Expert Committee on Plague, 

thanked the members of the committee for their w o r k , and authorized publication 

of the report. (See resolution EB12.R12.) ... 

飞 To Ъе pu'oiishcd as World Hlth Org.- coclin.- Rep.Ser. 1953，, 2 k 
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、 CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMALLPOX (Resolution ША6.1&; Documents A6/18, A6/P&B/2, 
A6/P&B/Min/8 and 内 

The CHAIRMAN referred the members to the discussions in the Committee on 

Programme and Budget of the Sixth World Health Assembly, following which the Board 

had been requested to proceed with a detailed study of the means of implementing 

a canipaign against smallpox. The Board vas not called upon to prepare a report at the 

proeo^t evasion b u t oould roq^ost tho Plreotor^oneraX to proooed vdth the Btuày ixt 

<piôetiom for presentation at ite next session^ 

D r . van den BEBG submitted that it might be vise, in addition to the consultation 

with Member States and regional committees mentioned in resolution WHA6.18, to consult 

members of the expert advisory panels. 

The CHAIBMAN reminded the Board that the Committee on Programme and Budget had 

decided to discard the original e g r e s s i o n of a "world-wide" campaign because of the 

strong feeling that the study would be better undertaken through consultation vith 

Member States and regional committees than at headquarters, It vas for that reason 

that the Health Assembly had considered that the first step would be for the 

Director-General to proceed with such consultation^ although he could of course 

approach a group of experts if he wished. In that connexion, he recalled that in the 

framing of International Sanitary Regulations a group of smallpox experts had been 

consulted, the expenses being borne by the Office International d'Hygiène Publique• 

. . . . . 

He added that the general feeling of the Health Assembly had been that the countries 

themselves were the most likely to know the technical problems involved. It was 

therefore essential that their views should be obtained at an early date so that the 

Director-General could present a report at the thirteenth session of the Board» 

^ The minutes of tho Coramitteo on Рго̂'-тше vjiâ Budget are to Ъе published in 

Official Records No
#
4.6 ‘ 
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D r
. BRAUÏ, alternate to D r . Hyde/ referring to D r . van den Berg's suggestion, 

thought the words "inter alia" in resolution ШАб.18 could Ъе interpreted as including 

correspondence vith expert advisory panels. 

Decision: The Board requested the Director-General _ in pursuance of 

resolution WHA6.18 - to consult with Member States, regional committees and 

members of the relevant expert advisory panels in order to obtain suggestions 

and information on which to base a study of the means of implementing a. 

campaign against smallpox; and to report on the results of such со脚ltatxcm 

t o
 the Board at its thirteenth session. (See гезо1иъюп EBXZ.Ri^； 

5. TBANSFEES BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE 1953 APPB0PRIATI01Î RESOLUTION: Item 11 of 

the Agenda (Document EB12/15) 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and Finance, 

introduced document EB12/15, cLraving the attention of the Board to the fact that it 

v a s
 impossible at the present stage to assess vhat specific transfers between sections 

o f
 the 1955 Appropriation Resolution might Ъе required before the end of the year. 

The position had been the 8шпе a year ago, and the Board customarily authorized the 

Director-General to. c o m u n í c a t e with its members when further information vas 

available on the need for transfers. A draft resolution in line with those adopted 

Ъу the Board in the past would Ъе foiind on page 2 of the document. 

D r . van den BEEG had no objection to the procedure outlined, but asked for 

information on Section 6 of the Appropriation Eesolution, concerning the expected 

increase in cost of the Eegional Office for A f r i c a . 
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M r . SIEGEL replied that, as mentioned 

the Regional Office for Africa vete likely 

in the document, the original estimates for 

to be imde<luate, Since the original 

estimates were prepared, provision had Ъееп nade for a 20实 cost-of-living adjustment 

for internationally-recruited staff. As far as the Appropriation Resolution vas 

concerned, savings in other items would offset the increased cost of the B e g i o m l 

Office for Africa. 

Decision; The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution contained in 
document EB12/15 (Soe resolution EB12.R14.) 

6 . BEPOET OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICÏ, UNICEF/WHOï Item 2 of the 
Supplementaiy Agenda (Document EB12/12) 5 

The CHAIRMAN called on Professor Ferre ira, Rapporteur of the Joint Committee, to 

introduce the report. 

Professor FERREIRA explained that, contrary to the earlier procedure Ъу vhich a 

separate report had been prepared by WHO, agreement had nov Ъееп reached that the report 

on the sessions of the Joint Committee would Ъе identical for both UNICEF and W H O . 

After a brief reference to the very satisfactory relationship established between the 

two organizations, he mentioned that the discussions on all items of the agenda had 

been, fruitful and had given rise to no difference of opinion, 

As would Ъе seen from the report, the collaboration of UNICEF In the programmes 

mentioned in the agenda had Ъееп maintained. He referred, in particular, to the 

statement in paragraph 23 on Aid to Hospitals, to the effect that help Ъу 

UNICEF would be given only vhen the proper functioning was assured and personnel for 

operation was available. With regard to the can^aign against leprosy, agreement had 

к " 
^ Published in Of."ici；. 1 Records î

T

o»49 as Annex 4 
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b e e n reached on the policy to b e followed by UNICEF and its collaboration on the 

different aspects of the problem defined. 

Finally, as would b e noted from the terns of reference (paragraphs 42-44) the Joint 

Committee considered that its working arrangements were satisfactory, that sessions 

should be convened at least once a y e a r , and that periodic reports on the development, 

progress and. accomplishment of the health programmes recommended should be m a d e 

available'to it. 

The СШШМ/Ш confirmed that a very happy working relationship had been established 

between the two organizations. He added that D r . Leroux (íHO) had been elected as 

Chairman of the Joint Committee to folio，" the outgoing Chairman, Professor Débré (UNICEF 

n o w Vice-Chairman. 

D r . ANl'iAR considered the report to be most useful. He asked for information 

about the composition of the Joint Committee, and suggested that the various regions 

should b e represented among the five ШЮ members of the committee. T h e campaign 

against y a w s in certain regions, as w e l l as maternal and child health activities, were 

receiving assistance from UNICEF, and the Joint Committee should include experts who 

could consult with regional offices or vrith the governments of countries within a given 

region. 

The CHA-IRMAH believed that Dr. Anvrar's question could be more appropriately 

answered during the discussion on item 2 . 1 of the supplementary agenda. (Appointment of 

members to the Joint Committee on Health Policy). 

t 

D r . van den BERG expressed his satisfaction with the excellent relationship 

existing between UNICEF and W I O . He asked for information as to the position of 

D r . Boroió, -who appeared to be representing both organizations. 
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The DIRECTOE-GENEEAL explained that D r . Borcic, a WHO staff member, acted as chief 

medical liaison officer with UNICEF and had represented that organization as v e i l as W H O 

on a number of occasions. 

In reply ,to й further question Ъу D r . van den B E R G , he said that no difficulties 

had b e e n experienced^ since the policies of the two organizations were commonly agreed. 

Decision: The Board noted the report on the sixth session of the Joint Committee 

on Health Policy, ÜNICEF/WHO; agreed that the committee should continue to hold 

annual meetings and report to both the organizations concerned； and thanked 

UNICEF for its co-operation. (See resolution D B 1 2 e R 1 5 0 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICÏ, UNICEF/WHO： 

Item 2.1 of the Supplementary Agenda • 

The CHAIRMAN, replying to the poiiit raised Ъу D r . Anwar during discussion of the 

previous item， called attention to resolution ЕВ8.Kll whereby the number of W H O 

representatives on the Joint Committee had been increased from four to five, provision 

also being made for two alternates • The Board was bound by that decision. 

After a short exchange of vievs on the desirability of observing the principle of 

geographical distribution, it was agreed that it was preferable to do so even should it 

prove more expensive; in that connexion it was recalled that meetings of the Joint 

Cornmittee vould, in the future^ be held only once a y e a r . 

Decision: The Board reappointed D r . Leroux and D r . Mackenzie as members 

of the Joint Committee, appointed Professor Ferreira, D r , Hayek and 

D r . Karunaratne as new members
}
 and, as alternates， D r . Anwar and 

D r . Vargas-Mendez, (See resolution E B 1 2
0
R l 6

#
) 
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8. PROCEDURE FOR SELECTION OF WON-PROPRIETARY HAMES FOR DRUGS: Item 3 of the 
Sapplomentaiy Agenda (Resolution ША6Л5 Ш Document EB12/19) • 

D r . TIMMERMAN, Director, Division of Therapeutic Substances, explained that 

document EB12/19 had been prepared following the request of the Sixth Health Assembly 

that the Board review and clarify the procedure to be followed. The procedure 

submitted for consideration by the Board was outlined in Annex I
6

 of the document, 

while Annex X I
7

 contained guiding principles for the devising of names. 

The CHAIRMâN proposed the setting up of a small working party to study the 

document and report back its findings to the Board in plenary meeting. 

Dr. MACIEAN seconded the proposal. 

Décision： It was agreed to set up a working party consisting of 

D r . van den Berg, D r . Vollexwreider, Dr. I-^yde, Dr. Vargas-Mendez and 

Dr. Mackenzie (or his alternate) to study document EB12/19 and report 

back to the Board. (For discussion of the "working party's report, 

see fifth meeting, section 2.) 

o . CENTENARY OF YÍORK BEGUN BÏ FLORENCE NIGHTINGAIE, ITEM PROPOSED Ж GOVERNMENT 
OF URUGUAY: Item б of the Supplementary Agenda (Document K B l ^ l l j 

The CHA.IRMA.N called on the Director-General to introduce the subject. 

6

 Published in Official Records No. 49 as Annex 6 

7

 Published in Official Records N o . 49 as the Appendix to Annex 6 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that as the proposal of the Government of Uruguay 

regarding recognition by Ш0 of the work of Florence Nightingale had been presented' 

to the Sixth World Health Assembly too late for inclusion in the Assembly ^ e n d a , 

the President of the Health Assembly had advised that it be referred to the ' 

Executive Board. The Government of Uruguay had not sent an observer to the 

present session of the Board; ita proposal was submitted in document EB12/11. 

The Secretariat suggested that the hundredth anniversary of the work begun 

by Florence Nightingale might be celebrated in connexion m t h the theme for the 

next World Health Day which might be "The Role of the Nurse in the W
0 r
i

d
„ .

 I t 

W a S 6 V l d e n t t h a t i n m a n y

 «entries a stimulus was needed for recruiting to the 

n U r S i n g r a n k s a n d f o r

 b l o v i n g the social status of the nurse. To dedicate 

W O r l d H e a l t h D a y t o t h e n u r s i

吨 附 v i c e would not only be a recognition of the 

Florence Nightingale anniversary but would also appeal to many
 g 0

v e
r n m e a t s

 ^ 

to the wide-spread nursing profession, 

D r

'
 V A R G A S

"
№ N D E Z

 the proposal that the next World Health 

D a y S h O U l d Ъ е d 6 d i C a t e d t 0 F l o r e n c e

 ^ t í n g a l e in the
 w
 suggested. Unless .the 

Director-General could assure the board that funds vere available the suggestions 

m a d S Ъ У t h e

 挪 oí ^uguay for a monument and the distribution of a booklet 

on her work should not be adopted. 



EB12/Min/4 R e v . l 
page 15 

D r . HURTADO warmly supported the Director-General's suggestion but proposed 

that in addition D r . F a b i n i , who had presented the motion to the World Health Assembly 

in the first place, be invited to prepare a booklet on Florence Nightingale's work 

to b e published on World Health Day, He thought the cost to the O r g a M z a t i o n would 

not be excessive. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said there was already a very extensive literature on 

Florence Nightingale and the developments from her w o r k . A further volume on the 

same subject could not draw on any new sources of material although it could perhaps 

add to the evidence b y crediting to her recent developments in public-health services. 

Such a volume would not find a wide public and to use 1TH0 funds for such a purpose 

might lead to criticism. 

D r . HURTADO withdrew his proposal, although he did not consider the argument 

that there were already several works on the subject of Florence Nightingale veiy 

convincing. 

Dr. H Y D E , as Rapporteur, asked for clarification regarding the proposed theme 

for the next liorld Health Day. A s he understood i t , the theme would be a broad one 

o f t h e

 of the nurse in public health and Florence Nightingale's ттогк would be 

a development of the theme. 

The DIRECTOH-GENERáL agreed with D r . Hyde's suggestionj reference to Florence 

Nightingale might appear as a sub-title. 

Decision: In consideration of the proposal of the Government of Uruguay, the 

Board accepted the Director-General's suggestion that the centenary of the work 

begun by Florence Nightingale should be recognized on the occasion of the next 

• fiorld Health D a y , in connexion vdth the general theme of the role of the nurse. 

(See resolution EB12,R17.) 
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10. ALLOTMENTS ISSUED UNDER — Ü L 4 R FUNDS FOR 1953: Item 7 of the Supplementary 
Agenda (Document ЕВ12ДЗ

е

 ) 

The СШШШ! called on Mr. Siegel to introduce the subject. 

Mr. SIEGEL said that it was the custom for the Director-General to report annually, 

at the Board's summer session, on the allotments issued since the beginning of the 

current year for both the regular programme and the Technical Assistance programme. 

Details of allotments under Technical Assistance funds had not been included in the 

report now before the Board (document ЕВ12ДЗ) in order to avoid duplication of the 

information already given in the Report on Ш 0 Participation in the United Nations 

E ^ a n d e d P r o g r a m e of Technical Assistance in 1953, submitted to the Sixth World 

Health Assembly (document Аб/ЗО, Annex The object of the annual reports was to 

inform the Board of the status of the programmes to date, and in past years the Board 

had simply taken note of the Director4}enaral
1

 s report. 

Dr. van den ШШ drew attention to the figures on page 5 of document EB12/13, 

from vriiich it appeared that a considerable sum of money was being spent under the 

regular programme in Colombia. He askod whether Colombia had yet become a Member of 

the World Health Organization. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that although indications had been received that the 

Governiftent of Colombia intended to apply for membership, it had not yet done so. 

Countries which were Members of the United Nations or the specialized agencies ware 

entitled to assistance under Technical Assistance and other extra-budgetary funds 

even if .they were not Members of WHO. Furthermore, on a few occasions and in special 

circumstances, Ш0 had, in agreement with ohe Pan-American Sanitary Bureau and other 

organizations, provided small programmes for countries that were not yet Members. 

Q 
Published in Official Records N o . » , as Annex 5 

a * — — — -
To be риЪ丄iaii。à in Oí°fioial Boo oráa No.^8 in Annex ‘ 
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Decision： The Board noted the Director-General
1

s report on the allotments 

issued as at 15 May 1953 • (See resolution EB12.R18.) 

11. ARREARS OF CONTRIBUTIONS IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE INTERNATIONAL D
1

 HYGIENE 
PUBLIQUE: Item 8 of the Supplementary Agenda (Documont EHL2/14) 

The (ЖтМАЛ drew attention to the Dir3ctor4}eneral's suggestion that the Board 

appoint a committee of three members to act for it in the matter of arrears of 

contributions in respect of the Office International d'Hygiene Publique. In view of 

the many efforts made over a number of years to achieve settlement of the arrears of 

contributions, it appeared unlikely that the committee would have much to do, and he 

considered the suggestion that it might be chosen from among the European members of 

the Board to be a sound one. He suggested the following nominations for the 

consideration of the Board: Dr. Andersen, Dr. van den Berg and Dr. Vollenweider. 

Decision： The Board adopted the following resolution (resolution EB12»R19): 

The Executive Board 

Having considered resolution WHA6.32 concerning the arrears of 
contributions due in respect of the Office International d'Hygiene Publique, 

1. RESOLVES to appoint a committee of three members as follows: 

Dr. Andersen, Dr. van den 放rg and Dr. Vollenweider； 

2. AUTHORIZES the committee to approve, on behalf of the Board, the 

final settlement of the debts of the States concerned; 

3. REQUESTS the committee to submit a report on this subject to 

subsequent sessions of the Board. 
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12. GIFT TO WHO: Item 9 of the Supplementary" Agenda (pocument EB12/16) 

The DIHECTOR-GENERbli, introducing the item, said that it concerned a gift of 

£g,15. o . b y a private person to УШ0> a gift to which no conditions were attached. 

In accordance with the resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its seventh session 

(EB7#R27) and Financial Regulation the gift had been provisionally accepted by 

the Director-General, subject to the provisions of Article 57 of the Constitution which 

provided that the Health Assembly or the Board acting on behalf of the Health Assembly 

might accept and administer gifts to the Organization provided that the conditions 

attached t o such gifts were acceptable to the Health Assembly or the Board and were 

consistent with the object and policies of the Organization. Regulation 7.4 of the 

Financial Regulations laid down that monies accepted in respect of which no purpose 

was specified should be treated as miscellaneous income and reported as "gifts" in the 

annual accounts. Since no conditions had been made and no purpose specified for the 

g i f t , he suggested that the only action required by the Board was confirmation of the 

provisional acceptance b y the Director-General. 

D r . HilYEK, remarking that the sum of £8.15. 0. would not cover the cost of sub-

mitting the matter to the Board for approval, suggested that the Director-General 

be asked to suggest a method by which sums not exceeding 卷200 might be accepted ty him 

without the need for confirmation by the Board or the Health Assembly. Such sums 

would be indicated the annual accourrbs subnitted by the Director-General to the 

Board and subsequently to the Health Assembly, 

ЭГф TOGBL suggested that the Board might, without further study authorize the 

Directors-General to accept such small sums and instruct him to inform the Board and 

the Health Assembly in the annual accounts. 



EB12/tóin/4 Rev, 
page 19 

M r . SIEGEL said that a legal question arose in connexion with Article 57 of 

tho Constitution which would require some consideration before a specific proposal 

could be made to the Board on the manner in which small gifts might be accepted and 

notified to the Board and the Health Assembly. When the draft Financial Regulations 

were being considered, a discussion had taken place, in connexion with Regulation 7 . 2 , 

as to the legal position regarding delegation of responsibilities b y the Health 

Assembly or the Board to the Director-General under Article 57 of the Constitution. 

The proposal now made would necessitate an alteration in the Financial Regulations 

Ъу the Haalth Assembly. 

In reply to a question bjr the CHiVIRWiN, D r . TOGB/v said he w a s prepared to withdraw 

his proposal on ths understanding that the Director-General, in reporting on the matter, 

would suggest a w a y of revising the Financial Regulations in respect of gifts and 

bequests and would draw attention to the considerations put forward in the present 

discussionj namely, that the cost of accepting such small gifts was greater than the 

amount of the gifts themselves. 

Decisions； (1) The Board adopted the draft resolution in document 

ЕВ15Д6. (See resolution EB12.R20.) 

(2) The Board requested the Director-General to study the 

lsgal and procedural aspects of the principles and procedure for the 

acceptance of minor gifts and to report thereon to the thirteenth session 

of the Board. 
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13. METHODS WHICH MIGHT BE USED TO MAINTAIN AM) STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND SECURITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER 
-REPORT OF THE GOELECTIVE MEASURES COMMITTEE: Item 11 of the Supplementary 
Agenda (Document EB 12/23) 

The CHAIRMAN called on the Deputy Director-General to introduce the subject. 

Dr. KARUNARATNE, speaking on a point of order, asked that discussion of the 

item be postponed until the next meeting to allow members of the Board time to 

study the document. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-aíííERAL explained that the document had been circulated 

for information only and that no action was reaxdred by the Board. 

The Fourth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA4.70 had declared that Ш0 

would, on request of the Security Council or the United Nations General Assembly, 

co-operate with the United Nations in the maintenance of international peace and 

security and upon request of either of those bodies would furnish information and 

emergency assistance for that purpose in accordance with constitutional and budgetary 

provisions. Since the adoption of that resolution, the need to implement it had 

not arisen, but in the meantime the United Nations General Assembly had set \xp a 

Collective Measures Ccamnittee to continue the detailed study of the problem. The aeoond 

report of tiiat committee had been submitted to the General Assembly and the latter's 

10 
resolution was contained in document E B 1 2 / 2 3 . NQ change was suggested in the 

v. 

previous provisions, a ni it was categorically stated in paragraph 71 (d) of the 

committee's report that, as in the past, each of the specialized agencies would 

decide on the nature and scope of its participation in the collective measures, 

TA “ 
g Resolution 703(VII) 

Sec Offioi:J He cords of the Scnurr.1 Assembly ̂  Soventh Session. SmapXeaon* IJ. 
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As a matter of courtesy towards the United Nations which had communicated the report 

to it, the Board might wish to note the document^ or record in the minutes that it 

had been distributed for information. 

The CHAIRÎMN suggested that the Board might wish to defer discussion until 

the next meeting. 

It was so agreed. (For continu tion, see fif'bh meeting， section 3 . ) 

14. METHOD OF WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 10 of the Supplementary Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the item referred to the change in its method of 

work decided upon by the Board at its tenth session. Previously the Board, in 

accordance vdth the vrishes of the United Nations, had had a Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance^ consisting of seven of its members, which met before 

the January session of the Board and reported to that session on the financial 

aspects of the programme and budget estimates. At its tenth session the Board had； 

in resolution SB10。R21_； decided to establish the whole Board as a Standing Crmmittee 

on Administration and Finance and to set up any necessary sub-conimittees or working 

parties for the study of special questions of a complex nature. The decision had 

been p u t into effect at the eleventh session and the Board was now asked to decide 

whether it wished to continue that practice or to return to the previous method by 

which a small group undertook a considerable amount of the preparatory work. 

Dr. van den BERG said that'the constitutional aspect must be borne in mind. 

The suggestion had been made by various quarters in the past that the Organization
1

s 
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budget estimates should be discussed not by a committee of the Board but b y a 

"budget committee" of the Health Assembly, consisting of purely financial experts. 

The Health Assembly had had the wisdcm to refuse that procedure, but had thought 

it necessary that the Board should make a serious study of the budget and for that 

purpose should establish a standing committee of a few of its members. The Board 

had had sane years' experience of that system and, in his opinion, it had worked 

w e l l . The new system adopted the previous year was not, he felt, a correct inter-

pretation of the Health Assembly's decision, nor had it proved satisfactory. A t 

the eleventh session of the Board there had been no detailed discussion of the 

budget estimates as in previous years and the absence of discussion in the Cœimittee 

on Programme and Budget of the Sixth World Health Assembly must be put down to the 

unsatisfactory manner in which the Board had dealt with the budget. He therefore 

proposed that the system of having a small Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance should be re-established. 

Dr. KARUMIRATNE was unable to agree with Dr. van den Berg. In his ovm view 

the new method had proved very satisfactory. Moreover, he could not see the 

constitutional difference between a committee of 18 members and a committee of 7 

members. ‘ After considering the matter at its eighth, ninth and tenth sessions, 

the Board had decided that all members ought to have an opportunity to study the 

budget. Л committee of 18 members was not too large for detailed discussion, and 

the Health Assembly wotild not feel the necessity to make much comment on budget esti-

mates which had been presented by such a committee. He therefore formally moved 

that the new method be maintained. 



EBl2/fen/4 Rev.l 
page 23 

Dr. TOGBA, supporting T)r. Karunaratne
1

 s motion^ recalled that in past years 

the Board in plenary ЖЗБ̂ОИ, had spent a great deal of time going over poia'bs already 

considered by the Standing ComraLttee. The new procedure of the whole Board consti-

tuting itself the Committee on Administration and Finance had, he thought, proved 

satisfactory at the eleventh session. 

Dr. HURTADO had heard no criticism regarding the Board's method of examining 

the budget estimates. On the contrary, it could be stated that no former programme 

and budget document had received such a detailed study as that which came before 

the Board at its last session. Ls Dr. Togba bad said, the prolirai nary examination 

by a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had not saved the time of the 

Board ani the additional opportunity given members of the Standing Cociïïiittee to 

study the budget placed them in a privileged position. The proper procedure in 

his opinion was for the whole Board to examine the Director-General's budget 

estimates section by section， as had been done at the eleventh session. For those 

reasons he urged that the new method be continued. 

Dr. van den BERG thought that the discussion of the budget at the Sixth World 

Health Assembly had been generally recognized as unsatisfactory. 

As regards the discussion b y the Board, he thought it was quite impossible to 

discuss in a formal meeting of 18 msnbnrz such a camplicatod financial matter as 

the TOO budget. Explanations could more easily be given in a small committee in whicl 

the Secretariat could intervene. In previous years the B œ r d had had before it a 

sxibstantial report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, drawing 

attention to all the controversial points and which had been the basis for a serious 
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discussion. Although it might Ъе contended that there had been serious discussion 

of the budget e s t m a t e s at the eleventh session of the Board, not a single change 

had b e e n made in any of the chapters. As a result the discussion at the Sixth • 

World Health Assembly had been unsatisfactory to everyone present, including the 

Secretariat. 

Dr. ANDERSON disagreed vdth Dr. van den Berg and expressed his support for Dr. 

Karunaratne‘s proposal. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said the question before the meeting had arisen at the 

First World Health Assembly and had been discussed at almost every session of the 

3oard. .Vt its first session the Board had set up a Standing Ccnunittee consisting of 

all its members. A t its fourth session it had decided to reduce the number to seven; 

that system had lasted for two or- three years, much to the dissatisfaction of many Board 

members who felt that important decisions were being taken b y only seven of their 

number and that the others were not sufficiently cognizant of the Organization's 

administrative and financial affairs. A suggestion for a parallel committee on 

progranme, also with seven members, had been discarded because the division of the 

Board into two committees would have led to repetition of discussion in the plenary-

meeting. The Board had therefore decided at its tenth session to revert to its 

original system, by which the whole Board constituted itself the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance. The successive changes had been reported to the 

Health Assembly and accepted without comment; it could therefore be assumed that the 

Health Assembly considered the Board's procedure unobjectionable. 



í¡B12/Min/ít Rev
e
l 

page 25 

Constitutionally the Board could either maintain the present system or set up 

a smaller Standing Committee. From document EB12/20 (which listed only the principal 

items) it would be seen that the agenda for the thirteenth session of the Board would 

be very heavy. • At the eleventh session the Board had set up working parties, consis-

ting of members with special training or experience, to discuss certain points, and 

report to the Board. 

Either method was workable from the Secretariat point of view; if was a question 

of which method would give the members of the Board the feeling that they had accom-

plished their task satisfactorily in the shortest possible time. 

Dr. van den BERG maintained that the Board's procedure had been seriously-

criticized in the Sixth World Health Assembly and that no one had spoken in its 

defence. He feared that if the Board continued that procedure, a proposal would be 

made at the next Health Assembly for the establishment of a separate budget committee, 

D r . TOGBA asked whether D r . van den Berg was suggesting that only seven members 

of the Beard were ccmipetent to deal with financial matters. Had he forgotten the 

time the Board had spent going over points alreacfy discussed in the Standing Committee? 

So far as he (Dr. Togba) could recall no Health Assembly had ever accepted the 

proposed budget estimates outright; time would be saved and a better miderstanding . 

obtained if the Board as a whole examined, those estimates. He therefore supported 

the proposal that the whole Board should continue to sit as the Standing Committee. 
» 

D r . LEROUX recalled that he had presided over the meetings of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget at the Sixth World Health Assembly, He had heard no criticism 
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of the w a y in iwhich the Board had carried out its work at the eleventh session. 

D r . van den BERG observed that D r . Leroux had not been in the GKüis? when 

the ohief delegate oí üie Netharltaxds sexrersly oritioi«ed i;he procedure. 

Dr. HAYEK thought it would be well for the Board to c o n t i n s the present system 

for another year, in order to have a better basis for reaching a final decision. He 

moved the closure of the debate. 

The motion for closure was put to the vote by show of hands and was carried. 

The СНЛШШ put to the vote Dr. van den Berg's proposal that the Board revert 

to the method of nominating a restricted number of its members to serve on the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance which should meet for two weeks before the 

Januaiy session of the Board. • 

Decisions; (1) Dr. van den Berg's proposal was rejected b y 16 votes to i. 

(2) The Board agreed during thé year 1953/54 to follow the 
procedure initiated by its resolution EB10.R21 of establishing the whole Board 
as a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance and setting up sub-
committees or working parties on special points when desirable.(See resolution 
EB12.H21.) 

15. DATE AND P M C E OF THE THIRTEENTH SESSION CF T H E EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Decision： The Board decided that its thirteenth session should be held in Geneva, 
opening on Tuesday, 12 January 1954. (See resolution ËÛ12.R22.) 

.... •. 

The meeting rose at. 5.25 p.m. 
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1 . DATE A N D PLACE OF ТШ SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： Item 12 of the Eôgular 

Agenda ( t m r n ^ n t ША6.41) (Continuation) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled the discussion at the second meeting of the Board. 

D r . DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, proposed Tuesday, k May 195^, for tho 

opening date of the Health Assembly• 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following draft resolution for the B o a r d
1

s approval* 

The Executive Board, 

Noting the decision of the Sixth World Health Assembly to hold the 

Seventh World Health Assembly in Switzerland, 

1 . DECIDES that the Seventh Health Assembly shall be convened in the 

Palais des Nations, Geneva， on Tuesday, k May 195紅，and 

2. IMITES the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements with the 

United Nations to this effect. 

Decision: The draft resolution was unanimously adopted. 

2 . ADMISSIOH TO THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PEltólON FUND: Item 11 of the 

Regular Agenda (Document EB12/9) (continuation): 

The CHAIRMAN called attention to the draft resolution in document EB12/9 (page 6)• 

Decision: The draft resolution vas unanimously adopted. 

3 . CONSIDERATION OF EEPOET OF EXPERT COMMITTEES: Item 5 of the Regular Agenda 

Joint FAQ/WHO Expert Committee on Nutrition, third report (document EB12/18) 

The CHAIEMA.N, observing that the report called for no action by tha Board, read 

the following draft resolution: 
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The Executive Board 

1 . NOTES the third report of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Nutrition； 

2 . THANKS the members of the committee for their work} 

5 . THANKS the Food and Agriculture Organization for its excellent 

collaboration； 

DRAWS the attention of governments to relevant recommendations contained 

in the report； 

5 . AUTHORIZES its publication and distribution. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted. 

Expert Committee on Mental Health, third report (document EB12/3) 

Professor ALIVISATOS congratulated the expert committee on its valuable report. 

Eeferring to extra-mural treatment (section 3.2, page 9), he said that while such a 

method would be an important step forward in giving efficient treatment at little cost， 

a psychiatric out-patient service could only Ъе set up in towns vith a psychiatric 

hospital and could only serve the inhabitants of such towns. Would it not Ъе possible 

to attach such a service to the general hospital of all large towns not possessing a 

psychiatric hospital, thus reducing the percentage of beds required? 

D r . HURTADO thought the report an excellent one although he was surprised that so 

much attention, had been paid to the detailed techniques of hospitals and dispensaries -

in particular the management of hospitals for epileptics - while there was little 

mention of the essential role to be played in mental health Ъу qualified social 

•workers • 
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D r . HAEGEEAVES, Chief, Mental Health Section, in reply directed attention to the 

passages on pages 12, 13, 2k, 31, 52 and stressing the importance of the role of 

the psychiatric social w o r k e r . 

D r . HÜBTA.DO thanked D r . Hargreaves for his explanations. 

D r . ANDERSEN noted vith satisfaction, the realistic nature of the report, in 

particular, the viev of the expert committee that all psychiatrists should have 

experience in child psychiatry. He asked how the percentage of three psychiatric beds 

per 1,000 of the population in western countries and 0.1 psychiatric beds per 1,000 in 

tropical Africa (page 3 of the report) had Ъееп reached. 

D r . HAEGEEAVES replied, that there were 

psychiatric disorders in various countries. 

tropical Africa had shown the proportion of 

western Europe. 

wide differences in the prevalence of 

Three independent surveys carried out in 

psychiatric cases to be one-tenth that of 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following draft resolution for the Board's approval: 

The Executive Board 

1 . NOTES the third report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health； 

2 . ！THANKS the members of the committee for their vork; 

3 . AUTHORIZES the printing of the report； 

b . BEQUESTS the Director-General to draw to the attention of Member States 

the desirability of bringing this report to the attention of all authorities 

responsible for the planning and management of mental hospitals; and further 

5 . BEQUESTS the Director-General to bear in mind the principles and 

recommendations contained in the report in planning future WHO activities .in 

this field. 

Decision: The draft resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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Expert Coinmittee on Plague, second report (document EB12/21) 

D r . JETTMAE noted from the table on page 7 of the report, giving statistics of 

treatment Ъу sulfonamides and antibiotics, that the mortality rate for bubonic plague 

shoved a remarkable decrease from the former figure of between 50 to 90 per cent. 

Referring to page 8, section 7.2, he asked whether any good results had been obtained 

by the use of aureomycin. 

Turning to the evaluation of modern rat-poisoning methods vith special reference 

to anti-coagulents (page 9), he wondered "vrtiy no mention had Ъееп made of hydroxy с our- ¡ 

marine, knovn to be the best rat poison. 

Referring to the penultimate paragraph on page 10, he fully agreed that no rigid 

plan of plague control could Ъе drawn up in view of -the markedly different conditions 

existing in the various plague foci. 

In connexion vith the animal experiments included in basic methods for the 

laboratory diagnosis of plague (Appendix, page 12), he described his own experience in 

•caking blood from capillaries after the application of iodine. He wondered why no 

mention had Ъееп made of the Austrian method (Albrecht & Ghon) of infecting the guinea-plf 

Finally, referring to page 15, he said that plague bacilli were found not only in 

fleas^ but also in mites^ ticks and lice, veil known as transmitters of plague. 

Apart from the above remarks, he considered the report was an excellent one. 

Replying to the СНА1ЕМ/Ш, Dr. JETTMAE said he vould be satisfied if his comments 

could Ъе brought to the notice of the expert advisory panel for consideration in 

further plague studies. 

• Decision: The Board noted the second report of the Expert Committee on Plague, 

thanked the members of the .committee, for their vork, and authorized publication 

of the report. 
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h . CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMALLPOX (Resolution WHA.6.18; Documents A 6 / 1 8 , Аб/Р&В/2, 

A6/P&B/Min/8 and 9) 

The CHAIRMAN referred the members to the discussions in the Committee on 

Programme and Budget of the Sixth World Health Assembly, following which the Board 

had been requested to proceed vith a detailed study of the means of implementing 

a campaign against smallpox. The Board was not called upon to prepare a report but 

could request the Director-General to proceed with Jhe study in q,\iestion for 

presentation at its next session. 

D r
#
 van den BERG submitted that it might be wise, in addition to the consultation 

with ifember States and regional committees mentioned in resolution WHA6.18, to consult 

members of the expert advisory panels, 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Board that the Committee on Programme and Budget had 

decided to discard the original expression of a "world-wide" campaign because of the 

strong feeling that the study would be better undertaken through consultation with 

Member States and regional committees than at headquarters. It vas for that reason 

that the Health Assembly had considered that the first step would Ъе for the 

Director-General to proceed vith such consultation, although he could of course 

approach a group of experts if he wished. In that connexion, he recalled that in the 

framing of International Sanitary Regulations a group of smallpox experts had been 

consulted, the expenses being borne by the Office International d
1

Hygiène Publique. 

He added that the general feeling of the Health Assembly had been that the countries 

themselves were the most likeiy to know the technical problems involved. It vas 

therefore essential that their views should be obtained at an early date so that the 

Director-General could present a report at the thirteenth session of the Board. 
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•Dr. BRADT, alternate to D r . Hyde, referring to D r . van den Berg's suggestion, 

thought the words "inter alia" in resolution WHA6.18 could Ъе interpreted as including 

correspondence vith expert advisory panels• 

Decision: The Board requested the Director-General • in pursuance of 

resolution WHA.6.I8 - to consult with Member States, regional committees and 

members of the relevant expert advisory panels in order to obtain suggestions 

and information on which to base a study of the means of implementing a 

canrpaign against smallpox； and to report on the results of such consultation 

to the Board at its thirteenth session. 

5 . TRANSFERS BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE 1955 APPROPRIATION EESOLUTION: Item 11 of 

the Regular Agenda (Document E B I 2 / 1 5 ) 

M r . SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General^ Department of Administration and Finance, 

introduced document EB12/15; drawing the attention of the Board to the fact that it 

vas impossible at the present stage to assess what specific transfers between sections 

of the 1955 Appropriation Resolution might Ъе required before the end of the y e a r . 

The position had been the same a year ago, and the Board customarily authorized the 

Director-General to communicate with its members when further information vas 

available on the need for transfers. A draft resolution in line with those adopted 

by the Board in the past would be found on page 2 of the document• 

D r . van den BERG had no objection to the procedure outlined, but asked for 

information on Section 6 of the Appropriation Resolution, concerning the expected 

increase in cost of the Eegional Office for Africa. 
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Mr. SIEGEL replied that, as mentioned in the document, the original estimates for 

the Eegional Office for Africa were likely to be inadequate. Since the original 

estimates were prepared, provision had been made for a 20实 cost-of-living adjustment 

for internationally-recruited staff. As far as the Appropriation Besolution was 

concerned, savings in other items would offset the increased cost of the Regional 

Office for Africa. 

Decision: The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution contained in 
document EB12/15 (page 2〉. 

6

« KEPOBT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH P0LICÏ, UWICEF/WHO： Item 2 of the 
Supplementary Agenda (Document EB12/12) 

The СНАПМШ called on Professor Ferreira, Rapporteur of the Joint Committee, to 、 

introduce the report. 

Professor FEEBEIEA eagplained that, contrary to the earlier procedure by which a 

separate report had been prepared by WHO, agreement had now been reached that the report 

on the sessions of the Joint Committee would be identical for both UNICEF and WHO. 

After a brief reference to the very satisfactory relationship established betireen the 

tvo organizations, he mentioned that the discussions on all items of the agenda had 

been fruitful and had given rise to no difference of opinion. 

As vould be seen from the report, the collaboration of UNICEF in the programmes 

mentioned in the agenda had been maintained. He referred, in particular, to the 

statement in paragraph 23 (page 6) on Aid to Hospitals, to the effect that help Ъу 

UNICEF would Ъе given only when the proper functioning vas assured and personnel for 

operation vas available. With regard to the campaign against leprosy, agreement had 
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-Ъееп reached on the policy to be followed by UNICEF and its collaboration on the 

different aspects of the problem defined. 

Finally, as would Ъе noted from the terms of reference (page 11) the Joint 

Committee considered that its working arrangements were satisfactory, that sessions 

should be convened at least once a year， and that periodic reports on the development, 

progress and accomplishment of the health programmes recommended should be made 

available to it. 

The CHAIRMAN confirmed that a very happy working relationship had been established 

between the two organizations. He added that D r . Leroux (WHO) had been elected as 

Chairman of the Joint Committee to follow the outgoing Chairman, Professor Debré (UNICEF) 

now Vice-Chairman. 

D r . АШАЕ considered the report to Ъе most useful. He asked for information 

about the composition of the Joint Committee, and suggested that the various regions 

should Ъе represented among the five WHO members of the committee. The campaign 

against yaws in certain regions, as well as maternal and child health activities, vere 

receiving assistance from UNICEF, and the Joint Committee should include experts who 

could consult with regional offices or with the governments of countries within a 

given region. 

The CHAIRMAN believed that D r . Anwar's question could be more appropriately 

answered during the discussion on item 2.1 of the agenda. 

D r . van den BERG expressed his satisfaction with the excellent relationship 

existing between UNICEF and W H O . He asked for information as to the position of 

Di*. Borcic, who appeared to be representing both organizations. 
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The DIBECTOR-GBKEEAL explained that D r . Borcic, a W H O staff member, acted ав chief 

medical liaison officer with UNICEF and had represented that organization as well as WHO 

on a number of occasions. 

In reply to a further question b y D r . van den BERG, he said that no difficulties 

had Ъееп езфеПепсей, since the policies of the tvo organizations vere commonly agreed. 

Decision; The Board noted the report on the sixth session of the Joint Committee 
on Health Policy, UNICEF/WHO； agreed that the committee should continue to hold 
annual meetings and report to both the organizations concerned； and thanked 
UNICEF for its co-operation. 

7 . APPOINÏMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICY UNICEF/WHO： 
Item 2.1 of the Supplementary Agenda 

The CHAIEMAN, replying to the point raised Ъу D r . Anwar during discussion of the 

previous item, called attention to resolution ЕБ8.Е11 whereby the number of WHO 

representatives on the Joint Committee had been increased from four to five, provision 

also being made for two alternates. The Board was bound Ъу that decision. 

After a short exchange of views on the desirability of observing the principle of 

geographical distribution, it was agreed that it was preferable to do so even should it 

prove more expensive； in that connexion it was recalled that meetings of the Joint 

Committee would, in the future, Ъе held only once a y e a r . 

Decision: The Board reappointed D r . Leroux and D r . Mackenzie as members 
of the Joint Committee, appointed Professor Ferreira, D r . Hayek and 
D r . Karunaratne as new members, and, as alternates, D r . Anwar and 
D r . Vargas-Mendez. 
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8 . EROCEDUEE FOB SELECTION OF NON-PROERIETAEY NAMES FOE DRUGS: Item 3 of 

the Supplementary Agenda (Résolution WHA6/15 and Document EB12/19) 

D r . TIMMEEMAN, Director, Division of Therapeutic Substances, explained that 

document ЕВ12/19 had been prepared following the request of the Sixth Health Assembly 

that the Board reviev and clarify the procedure to Ъе followed• The procedure 

submitted for consideration Ъу the Board vas outlined in Annex I of the document, 

vhile Annex II contained guiding principles for the devising of names • 

The CHAIBMAJî proposed the setting up of a small working party to study the 

document and report back its findings to the Board in plenary meeting. 

D r . MACLEAN seconded the proposal• 

Decision: It was agreed to set up a working party consisting of 

D r . van den Berg, D r . Vollenwôider, D r . Hyde, D r . Vargas-Mendez and 

D r . Mackenzie (or his alternate) to study document EBI2/19 and report 

back to the Board. 

Э. CENTENAEY OF WORK BEGUN BÏ 

BY GOVEENMENT OF URUGUAY: 

(Document EB12/11) 

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE, ITEM PROPOSED 

Item 6 of the Supplementary Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN called on the Director-General to introduce the subject, 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that as the proposal of the Government of Uruguay 

regarding recognition by WHO of the work of Florence Nightingale had been presented 

to the Sixth World Health Assembly too late for inclusion in the Assembly Agenda, 

the President of the Health Assembly had advised that it be referred to the 

Executive Board. The Government of Uruguay had not sent an observer to the 

present session of the Board; its proposal was submitted in document EB12/11. 

The Secretariat suggested that the hundredth anniversary of the work begun 

by Florence Nightingale might be celebrated in connexion with the theme for the 

next World Health Bay which might be "The Role of the Nurse in the ТлГогЫ». It 

was evident that in many countries a stimulus was needed for recruiting to the 

nursing ranks and for improving the social status of the nurse. To dedicate 

World Health Day to the nursing service would not only be a recognition of the . 

Florence Nightingale anniversary but would also appeal to many governments and 

to the wide-spread nursing profession. 

D r . VARGAS-MENDEZ warmly supported the proposal that the next World Health 

Day should be dedicated to Florence Nightingale in the way suggested. Unless the 

Director-General could assure the board that funds were available the suggestions 

raade b y t h e 0 0

卵 r n m e n t of Uruguay for a monument and the distribution of a booklet 

on her work should not be adopted. 
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Dr. HURTADO warmly supported the Dirsctor-General‘s suggestion but proposed 

that in addition Dr. Fabini, who had presented the motion to the World Health Assembly 

in the first place, be invited to prepare a booklet on Florence Nightingale's work 

to be published on World Health Day. He thought the cost to the Organization would 

not be excessive. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said there was already a very extensive literature on 

Florence Nightingale and the developments from her work. A further volume on the 

same subject could not draw on any new sources of material although it could, perhaps 

add to the evidence by crediting to her rgcent developments in public-health services. 

Such a volume would not find a wide public and to use WHO funds for such a purpose 

might lead to criticism. 

Dr. HURTADO withdrew his' proposal, although he did not consider the argument 

that there v/ere already several works on the subject of Florence Nightingale very 

convincing. 

Dr. НП)Е, as Rapporteur, asked for clarification regarding the proposed theme 

for the next World Health Day. As he understood it, the theme would be a broad one 

of the role of the nurse in public health and Florence Nightingale
1

 s work would be 

a development of the theme. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed with Dr. Hyde's suggestion； reference to Florence 

Nightingale might appear as a sub-title. 

Decision： In consideration of the proposal of the Government of Uruguay, the 
Board accepted the Director-General's suggestion that the centenary of the work 
begun by Florence Nightingale should be recognized on the occasion of the next 
World Health Day, in connexion with the general theme of the role of tho nurse. 
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10. ALLOTMENTS ISSUED UNDER REGULáR FUNDS FOR 1953: Item 7 of the Supplementary-
Agenda (Document ЕВ12ДЗ) 

The CHàlRMâN called on Mr. Siegel to introduce the subject. 

Mr. SIEGEL said that it was the custom for the Director-General to report annually, 

at the Board's summer session, on the allotments issued since the beginning of the 

current year for both the regular programme and the Technical Assistance programme. 

Details of allotments under Technical Assistance funds had not been included in the 

report now before the Board (document EB12/13) in order to avoid duplication of the 

information already given in the Report on WHO Participation in the United Nations 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance in 1953, submitted to the Sixth World 

Health Assembly (document Аб/ЗО, Annex 2). The object of the annual reports was to 

inform the Board of the status of the programmes to date, and in past years the Board 

had simply taken note of the Director-General's report. 

Dr. van den BERG drew attention to the figures on page 5 of document ЕВ12ДЗ, 

from which it appeared that a considerable sum of money was being spent under the 

regular programme in Colombia. He asked whether Colombia had yet become a Member of 

the World Health Organization. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that although indications had been received that the 

Goverraflent of Colombia intended to apply for membership, it had not yet done so. 

Countries which were Members of the United Nations or the specialized agencies were 

entitled to assistance under Technical Assistance and other extra-budgetary funds 

even if they were not Members of TOO. Furthermore, on a few occasions and in special 

circumstances, WHO had, in agreement with the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau and other 

organizations, provided small programmes for countries that were not yet Members. 
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Decision： The Board noted the Director-General
1

 s report on the allotments 

issued as at 15 May 1953 (document ЕВ12ДЗ) 

11. ARREARS OF CONTRIBUTIONS IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE I N T E狐 T I O N ¿ X D
f

HYGIENE . 

PUBLIQUE: Item 8 of the Supplementary Agenda (Documont EHL2/14) 

The СШШШШ drew attention to the Diroctor-GeneralJs suggestion that the Board 

appoint a committee of three members to act for it in the matter of arrears of 

contributions in respect of the Office International d
f

Higiene Publique. In view of 

the many efforts made over a number of years to achieve settlement of the arrears of 

contributions, it appeared unlikely that the committee would have much to do, and he 

considered the suggestion that it might be chosen from among the European members of 

the Board to be a sound one. He suggested the f o l l o m n g nominations for the 

consideration of the Board： D r . Andersen, D r . van den Berg and Dr. Vollenweider. 

Decision： The Board adopted the following resolution： 

The Executive Board 

Having considered resolution VÍHA6.32 concerning the arrears of 

contributions due in respect of the Office International d'Hygiene Publique, 

1. RESOLVES to appoint a committee of three members as follows: 

Dr« Andersen, Dr. van don Berg and Dr. Vollenweider； 

2. AUTHORIZES the committee to approve, on behalf of the Board, the 

final settlement of the debts of the States concerned; 

3* REQUESTS the committee to subnit a report on this subject to 

subsequent sessions of the Board, 
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12. GIFT TO WHO: Item 9 of the Supplementary Agenda (Document ЕВХ2Д6) 

The DIKECTOR-GENERi,!, introducing the item, said that it concerned a gift of 

£8.15. 0 . by a private person to YfflO, a gift to which no conditions were attached. 

In accordance with the resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its seventh session 

(EB7*R27) and Financial Regulation 7 . 2 , the gift had been provisionally accepted by 

the Director-General, subject to the provisions of Article 57 of tha Constitution which 

provided that the Health Assembly or the Board acting on behalf of the Health Assembly 

might accept and administer gifts to the Organization provided that the conditions 

attached to such gifts were acceptable to the Health Assembly or the Board and vrere 

consistent with the object and policies of the Organization. Regulation 7.4 of the 

Financial Regulations laid down that monies accepted in respect of which no purpose 

was specified should be treated as miscellaneous income and reported as "gifts" in the 

annual accounts. Since no conditions had been made and no purpose specified for ths 

gift, he suggested that the only action required by the Board was confirmation of the 

provisional acceptance by the Director-General. 

D r . HAYEK, remarking that the sum of £8.15. 0. would not cover the cost of sub-

mitting the matter to the Board for approval, suggested that the Director-General 

be asked to suggest a method by which sums not exceeding $200 might be accepted fcjr him 

without the need for confirmation by the Board or the Health Assembly. Such sums 

would be indicated in the annual accounts submitted by the Director-General to the 

Board and subsequently to the Health Assembly. 

D r . TOGBL suggested that the Board might, without further study authorize tha 

Director-General to accept such small sums and instruct him to inform the Board and 

the Health Assembly in the annual accounts. 
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M r . SIEGEL said that a legal question arose in connexion with Article 57 of 

the Constitution which would require some consideration before a specific proposal 

could be made to tjie Board on the manner in which small gifts might be accepted and 

notified to the Board and the Health Assembly. When the draft Financial Regulations 

were being considered, a discussion had taken place, in connexion with Regulation 7 . 2 , 

as to the legal position regarding delegation of responsibilities by the Health 

Assembly or the Board to the Director-General under Article 57 of the Constitution. 

The proposal now made would necessitate an alteration in the Financial Regulations 

by the Health Assembly. 

In reply to a question by the C H á l R 職 , D r . TOGBâ said he was prepared t o withdraw 

his proposal on the understanding that the Director-General, in reporting on the matter, 

would suggest a w a y of revising the Financial Regulations in respect of gifts and 

bequests and would draw attention to the considerations put forward in the present 

discussions, namely, that the cost of accepting such small gifts was greater than the 

amount of the gifts themselves. 

Decisions； (1) The Board adopted the draft resolution in document 
EEL2/16. 

(2) The Board requested the Director-General to study the 

legal and procedural aspects of the principles and procedure for the 

acceptance of minor gifts and to report therson to the thirteenth session 

of the Board. 
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13. METHODS WHICH MIGHT BE USED TO MAINTAIN AM) STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND SECURITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER 
- R E P O R T OF THE COLLECTIVE MEASURES COMMITTEE: Item 11 of the Supplementary 
Agenda (Document EB12/23) 

The C H A I R M N called on the Deputy Director-General to introduce the subject. 

Dr. KARUNARATNE, speaking on a point of order, asked tHat discussion of the 

item be postponed until the next meeting to allow members of the Board time to 

study the document. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the doctiment had been circulated 

for information only and that no action was required by the Board. 

The Fourth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA4.70 had declared that WHO 

would, on request of the Security Council or the United Nations General Assembly, 

co-operate with the United Nations in the maintenance of international peace and 

security and upon request of either of those bodies would furnish information and 

emergency assistance for that purpose in accordance with constitutional and budgetary 

provisions. Since the adoption of that resolution, the need to implement it had 

not arisen, but in the meantime the United Nations General Assembly had set up a 

Collective Measures Committee to continue the detailed study of the problem. The 

report of that comnàttee had been submitted to the General Assembly and the letter's 

resolution was contained in document EB12/23. No change was suggested in the 

previous provisions, and it was categorically stated in paragraph 71 (d) of the 

committee's report that, as in the past, each of the specialized agencies would 

decide on the nature and scope of its participation in the collective measures. 
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A s a matter of courtesy towards the United Nations which had communicated the report 

to it, the Board mi^vfc wish to note the d o c m e n t , or record in the minutes that it 

had been distributed for information. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board might wish to defer discussion until 

the next meeting. 

It was so agreed^ 

14. METHOD OF WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 10 of ihe Supplementary Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the item referred to the change in its method of 

work decided upon by the Board a t its tenth session. Previously the Board, in 

accordance with the wishes of the United Nations, had had a Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance, consisting of seven of its members, which met before 

the January session of the Board and reported to that session on the financial 

aspects of the programme and budget estimates. At its tenth session the Board had, 

in resolution SB10.R21, decided to establish the whole Board as a Standing C^ranittee 

en Administration and Finance and to set up any necessary sub-committees or working 

parties for the study of special questions of a complex nature• The decision had 

been p u t into effect at the eleventh session and the Board was now asked to decide 

whether it wished to continue that practice or to return to the previous method by 

which a small group undertook a considerable amount of the preparatory work
# 

Dr
#
 van den BERG said that the constitutional aspect must be borne in nlind

# 

The suggestion had been made b y various quarters in the past that the O r g a n i z a t i o n ^ 
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budget estimates should be discussed not b y a committee of the Board but b y a 

"budget committee" of the Health Assembly, consisting of purely financial experts. 

The Health Assembly had had ttie wisdcm to refuse that procedure, but had thought 

it necessary that the Board should make a serious study of the b u d ^ t and for that 

purpose should establish a standing committee of a few of its members. The Board 

had had seme years» experience of that system and, in his opinion, it fead worked 

w e l l . The new system adopted the previous year was not, he felt, a correct inter-

pretation of the Health Assembly's decision, nor had it proved satisfactory. A t 

the eleventh session of the Board there had been no detailed discussion of the 

budget estimates as in previous years and the absence of discussion in the Cenmittee 

en Programme and Budget of the Sixth World Health Assembly must be put do»m to the 

unsatisfactory manner in which the Board had dealt with the budget. He therefore 

proposed that the system of having a small Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance should be re-established. 

Dr. K A R U m R A T N E was unable to agree with Dr. van den Berg* In his own view 

the new method had proved very satisfactory. Moreover, he could not see ttie 

* 

constitutional difference between a committee of 18 members and a committee of 7 

members. After considering the matter at its eighth, ninth and tenth sessions, 

the Board had decided that all members ought to have an opportunity to study the 

budget. Л committee of 18 members was not too large for detailed discussion, and 

the Health Assembly would not feel the necessity to make much comment on budget esti-

mates which had been presented by such a committee. He therefore formally moved 

that the new method be maintained. 
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D r . TOGBA, supporting D r . Karunaratne‘s motion, recalled that in p a s t years 

the Board in plenary had spent a great deal of time going over points already-

considered b y the Standing Ccmraittee. The new procedure of the whole B o a r d consti-

I j 

tuting itself the Committee.on“Administration and Finance had, he thought, proved 

satisfactory at the eleventh session. 

Dr. HURTADO had heard no criticism regarding the Board's method of examining 

the budget estimates. On the contrary, it could be stated that no former programme 

and budget document had received such a detailed study as that which came before 

the Board at its last session. As D r . Togba had said, the preliminary examination 

b y a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had not saved the time of the 

-.. . . ' j 

Board arri the additional opportunity given members of the Standing Ccsmmittee to 

study the budget placed them in a privileged position. The proper procedure in 

his opinion w a s for the whole Board to examine the Director-General's budget 

estimates section b y section, as had b e e n done at the eleventh session. For those 

reasons he urged that the new method be contintied. 

Dr. v a n den BERG thought that the discussion of the budget at the Sixth World 

Health Assembly had been generally recognized as unsatisfactory. 

As regards the discussion b y the Board, he t h o u 脚 it was quite impossible to 

discuss in a formal meeting of 18 members such a • complicated financial matter as 

the WHO budget. Explanations could more easily be given in a small committee in which 

the Secretariat could intervene. In previous years the Board had had before it a 

substantial report of the Standing Committee on Administration ar^l Finance, drawing 

attention to a l l the controversial points and "which had b e e n the basis for a serious 
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discussion. Although it might be contended that there had been serious discussion 

of the budget estimates at the eleventh session of the Board, not a single change 

had been made in any of the chapters. As a result the discussion at the Sixth 

World Health Assembly had been unsatisfactory to everyone present, including the 

Secretariat. 

Dr* ANDERSON disagreed with Dr‘ van den Berg and expressed his support for Br. 

Karunaratnefs proposal. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said the question before tiie meeting had arisen at the 

First World Health Assembly and had been discussed at almost every session of the 

Board. At its first session the Board had set up a Standing Ccminittee consisting of 

all its members. At its fourth session it had decided to reduce the number to seven; 

that system had lasted for two or- three years, much to the dissatisfaction of many Board 

members who felt that important decisions were being taken by only seven of their 

number and that the others were not sufficiently cognizant of the Organization's 

administrative and financial affair s
 #
 A suggestion for a parallel committee on 

progranme, also with seven members, had been discarded because the division of the 

Board into two committees would have led to repetition of discussion in the plenary 

meeting. The Board had therefore decided at its tenth session to rever七 to its 

original system, by which the whole Board constituted itself the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance. The successive changes had been reported to the 

Health Assembly and accepted without comment; it côuld therefore be assumed that the 

Health Assembly considered the Board's procedure unobjectionable. 



EBl2/îttn/4 
page 25 

Constitutionally the Board could either maintain the present system or set 4 ) 

a smaller Standing Ccmmittee. From document EB12/20 (which listed only the principal 

items) it would be seen that the agenda for the thirteenth session of the Board would 

be very heavy. At the eleventh session the Board had set tç> working parties, consis-

ting of members with special training or experience, to discuss certain points and 

report to the Board. 

Either method was workable from the Secretariat point of view; it w a s a question 

of w h i c h method would give the members of the Board the feeling that they had acccm-

plished their task saiisfactorily in the shortest possible time. 

D r . van den BERG maintained that the Beard's procedure had b e e n seriously 

criticized in the Sixth World Health Asssnbly and that no one had spoken in its 

defence. He feared that if the Board continued that procedure, a proposal would be 

made a t the next Health Assembly for the establishment of a separate budget committee. 

D r . TOGBA asked whether D r . van den B e r g was suggesting that only seven members 

of the Board were competent to d e a l with financial matters. Had he forgotten the 

time -tiie Board had spent going over points airea尔 discussed in the Standing CammLttee 

So far as he (Dr. Togba) could recall no Health Assembly had ever accepted the 

proposed budget estimates outright; time would be saved and a better understanding 

obtained if the Board as a whole examined those estimates. He therefore supported 

the proposal that the whole Board should continue, to sit as the Standing Gcsmnittee. 

D r . LER0I3X recalled that he had presided over the meetings of the Committee on 

Programme and B u d g e t at the Sixth World Health Assembly, He had heard no criticism 
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of the w a y in which the Board had carried out its work at the eleventh session* 

D r . van den BERG observed that D r , Leroux had not been in the Chair when 

chief dele gate of the Netherlands severely criticized the procedure* 

D r , HAYEK thought it would be well for the Board to continue the present system 

for another year! in order t o have a better basis for reaching a final decisiwi. He 

moved the closure of the debate. 

The motion for closure was p u t to the vote by show of hands and was carried. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote Dr. van den Berg's proposal that the Board revert 

to the method of nominating a restricted number of its members to serve on the Standing 

Ceromittee on Administration and Finance which should meet for two weeks before the 

January session of the Board. “ 

Decisions: (1) Dr. van den Berg's proposal w a s rejected b y 16 votes to 1 . 

(2) The Beard agreed during the year 1953/54 to follow the 

procedure initiated b y its resolution EB10.R21 of establishing the whole Board 

as a Standing Committee on Administration and Finance and setting up sub-

committees or working parties on special points when desirable. 

15. DATE AND PIACE OF THE THIRTEENTH SESSION C5F THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Decision： The Board decided that its thirteenth session should be held in Geneva, 

opening on Tuesday, 12 January 1954. 

The meeting rose at 5.25 p»m. 


