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The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board 

the following communication received from the Intern'ational Dental Federation. 

The Fédération Dentaire Internationale has the honour to submit to the 
Director-General of the World Health Organisation the following memorandum and 
hopes that he will find it of sufficient importance to place before the 
current session of the Executive Board, ' 
(Off. Eec. WHO 13, p. 326). 

T h e

 official rela七ionsbip between the World Health OrganiBation and the 
Fédération Dentaire Internationale has existed since 19^8 and the Fédération 
now asks that the appointment of a permanent Dental Officer may be considered^ 

i't
 i s f e

l t that with no permanent contact, it is impossible for the 
Fédération to give the practical assistance in dental matters which the World 
Health Organisation may ask for as part of the field of Public Health. 
Furthermore, it is believed that a permanent Dental Officer would Ъе essential 
in the building up of any public dental health programme. 

In several sessions of the World Health Assembly, resolutions were passed 
regarding the necessity of adding Odonto-Stomatology to the activities of the 
World Health Organisation. In the First World Health Assembly, 1948/ 
"It was agreed to refer the Polish proposal on dental medicine and stomatology 
to the Executive Board for study". 
(Off. Eec. WHO 15, p, 155). 

, The Second. Executive Board, 1 9吼 passed the following resolution: 
"The Board (l) approved the proposal for collecting information 011 dental 
services, in collaboration with the International Dental Federation where 
appropriate^ and for consulting the Fédération for the purpose of formulating 
an international programme for the improvement of dental services^ to Ъе submitted 
to the second Health Assembly； and (2) decided that the proposed programme 
should be presented to the Board at its third session". 
(Off. Eec. WHO Ik, p. 21). 

2Vth January, 195J 

'Dear Sir 



Similar resolutions were passed in the following years and in 1951， the 
Fourth World Health Assembly ”Having noted the report of the Director-General on 
Dental Hygiene made in accordance with the request of the Third World Health 
Assembly； 

"Considering that a dental health programme is within the terms 
of the general programme of vork for a specific period, 

"Bequests the Executive Board and the Birector-General î 

w

l . To include such a programme in the plans for the future 
work of the Organisation^ taking into account the 
discussions in the Committee on Programme； 

tf

2» To start as soon as posrsible such dental health activities 
in connection with demonstration services as may be 
financially feasible； and 

"5. To encourage the training of dental health personnel through 
the World Health Organisation fellowship programme". 
(Off. Eec. WHO 55， p. 18). 

The Eighth Executive Board, 1951， resolved: 

“ T h e Executive Board, noting the resolution of the"Fourth 
World Health Assembly on the subject of dental hygiene； 

"Requests the Director-General； 

’,1. To encourage the training of health personnel in preventive 
dentistry through the World Health Organisation fellowship 
programme； 

n

2 . To seek the collaboration of the International Dental 
Federation in the task of collecting information on preventive 
dentistry； 

ff

3. To include a programme of dental hygiene in the programme and 
Budget for 1955”. (Off. Eec. WHO 56, p.3). 

In 1950, the World Health Organisation appointed Dr, Philip В1аскегЪу of 
Battle Creek, United States of America, as a short-term Dental Consultant. 
Dr. Blackerby after three months

 y
 presented his report. 



After a lapse of two years, Professor G. Toverud of Oslo, Norway, vas 
appointed on 1st December, 1952， as a short-term consultant for five months, 
so that his appointment will end on 30th April， 1953-

This is a brief summary of what has happened since 19紅8 and the Council of 
the Fédération Dentaire Internationale is of the opinion that short-term Dental 
Consultants are of little value in building up a practical dental programme. 

The Fédération, on the other hand, believes that a permanent Dental 
Officer can Ъе of the greatest help both for the aims of the World Health 
Organisation and for the useful co-operation of the Fédération Dentaire 
Internationale and urges the continuance of the term of office of the present 
Dental Consultant, and asks that in the Budget for 1 9 5、 a sum Ъе set aside 
for a permanent Dental Officer. 

From 19^8 up to this year, the representative of the Fédération- Dentaire 
Internationale, Dr. A.E. Eowlett from Leicester, Great Britain, has had discussions 
in Geneva on the various prohibas irr the field of Odonto-Stomatology, and 
during the first week of the current session of the Executive Board, Dr. C.F.L. 
Word, from Amsterdam, Netherlands

>
 has visited Geneva as the representative of 

the Fédération Dentaire Internationale and has reported to the Council that, not 
only has he been received in the most courteous manner by the various officers 
of the World Health Organisation, whom he asked to see, but also that, his views 
were received sympathetically when stating his opinion, that the absence of a 
permanent dental officer made the establishment of a dental programme well-nigh 
impossible, but that the presence of Professor Toverud - even for so short a 
time in office - facilitated the necessary contacts considerably. 

The Council considers that measures in Preventive Dentistry can only be 
a success in the future, from the world health point of view, when studies on 
an. international level have preceded eventual conclusions. This means : 

1. Study of Nutrition and Diet. 

2. Methods of fluoridation of the drinking water and other sources. 

3. Topical application of fluorine. 

Correct methods of oral hygiene and conservative treatment. 

Furthermore, little improvement on methods can Ъе expected if there is no 
international agreement upon standard methods of control (e.g. on the incidence 
of dental caries) and an international agreement on Ancillary Personnel for the 
application of preventive methods. 
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A close co-operation will make it possible, with little - cost to the World 
Health Organisation, to establish and further a preventive dental health programme 
for the benefit of all parties concerned. The Fédération Dentaire Internationale 
would be most willing to assist in this way. 

In conclusion, it is hoped that these brief remarks have emphasised the 
importance which the Fédération Dentaire Internationale .places on this matter, 
and it earnestly requests that consideration be given to the desirability of 
continuing the work of the present Dental Corisultant, and the. appointment of a 
permanent Dental Officer in 195^-

Yours faithfully,. 

, . (Signed) Gerald Leatherman 
. . . . . . . . , ‘ • • . • � : • ' 

• .... . • • ； 
Secretary General •, ‘ 丨 

.- , -；‘ 
* ； . .- • • . -

Copies to: W .H.O. • 
Dr. С• van den Berg, 
Prof. G- Toverud, 
Members of the Council of the F.D I.." 


