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Special Programmes: 
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The Twenty-fourth Meeting of the Policy and Coordination Committee of the 
UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, Development and 
Research Training in Human Reproduction (“the Programme”), was held in Geneva, 
Switzerland on 16-17 June 2011. 

The attached document is a brief report on the deliberations of the meeting. 
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REPORT OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH 
POLICY AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (PCC) MEETING 

UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, Development and 
Research Training in Human Reproduction, WHO, Geneva, 16-17 June 2011 

 
Attended by: Dr Gado Tshering (Bhutan); Dr Somyos Deerasamee, and Dr Somsak Pattarakulwanich 

and Dr Kittipong Sae-Jeng (Thailand); Dr Chithramalee de Silva (Sri Lanka, unable to attend) 

At its Twenty-fourth Meeting, held in Geneva, Switzerland, on 16-17 June 2011, the Policy and 
Coordinating Committee (PCC) of the UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for 
Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (“the Programme") made the 
following statements and recommendations: 

1. Report by the Assistant Director-General, WHO Family and Community Health Cluster  

 Congratulated the Assistant Director-General on her appointment, and expressed 
appreciation for her vision of a preeminent role of sexual and reproductive health within the 
new structure of the Family and Community Health Cluster. 

 Emphasised the need to assure the leadership not only at headquarters but also at the 
country level about continued global efforts to reduce maternal mortality 

2. Director’s Report on Special Programme Activities 

 Welcomed the response of the programme to the recommendations made by the PCC, 
including that of focusing on selected priority countries and packaging the results of the work 
in easily understandable formats. 

 Noted that there are various opportunities that could be used to communicate the results of 
the programme’s work, and RECOMMENDED that the programme develop a 
communications strategy to enhance advocacy to translate research into policies. 

 Suggested additional emphasis on social determinants and equity issues in addressing 
universal access to sexual and reproductive health. 

 Suggested additional emphasis on integrating antenatal care packages, including PMTCT, 
syphilis and malaria, and further collaboration with departments working in these areas. 

3. Technical presentation 

 Congratulated the speakers for their presentations on the role of human rights in improving 
sexual and reproductive health. 

 Recommended that HRP conduct more social research on sexual and reproductive health 
and rights, to generate more evidence on measuring empowerment and human rights values 
such as non-discrimination.  

 Emphasised the need for capacity building of various stakeholders in applying human rights 
approaches to sexual and reproductive health.  

 Endorsed the view that in order to achieve universal access to sexual and reproductive health 
and rights, attention must be given to the most vulnerable sections of populations, identified 
on the basis of internationally-accepted indicators suited for that purpose. 

It was agreed to hold the Twenty-fifth meeting of the PCC on 22-23 June 2012 in Geneva. 


