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UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme of Research, 
Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction:  

Policy and Coordination Committee (PCC) – Report on attendance at  
PCC in 2012 and nomination of a member in place of Thailand whose 

term expires on 31 December 2012 

The Twenty-fifth Meeting of the Policy and Coordination Committee of the UNDP/UNFPA/ 
WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, Development and Research Training in 
Human Reproduction, was held in Geneva, Switzerland on 21-22 June 2012. 

The attached document is a brief report on the deliberations of the meeting. 
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Report of the Twenty-fifth 
Policy and Coordination Committee (PCC) Meeting 

UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, 
Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction, 

WHO, Geneva, 21–22 June 2012 

Particpants from the South-East Asia Region:  

Dr Md Abdul Hoque (Bangladesh) 

Dr Phurb Dorji (Bhutan) 

Dr Somyos Deerasamee, Dr Somsak Pattarakulwanich, Mrs Paradee Chansmorn and 
Dr Kittipong Sae-Jeng (Thailand) 

At its Twenty-fifth Meeting, held in Geneva, Switzerland, on 21–22 
June 2012, the Policy and Coordinating Committee (PCC) of the 
UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, 
Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (“the 
Programme") made the following statements and recommendations 

Report by the Assistant Director-General, WHO Family and 
Community Health  

1. Noted the report of the Assistant Director-General. 

2. Requested who increases its support to the Department of Reproductive Health and 
Research (RHR) from the core voluntary contribution. 

3. Welcomed the timely selection of the new Director of HRP/RHR, Dr Marlene Temermann. 

Director’s Report on Special Programme Activities 

4. Commended the Director and the staff of RHR for the impressive work done and results 
achieved. 

5. Underscored the importance of competencies in health professionals in developing 
guidelines for sexual and reproductive health. 

6. Emphasized the importance of human rights in the work of the Programme. 
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7. Requested that work on advocacy and communicating results of the programme continue 
to be strengthened. 

8. Suggested that work done at country level continue to be highlighted. 

9. Acknowledged the challenges associated with coordinating research and programming with 
respect to hormonal contraception and HIV risk, and commended the important work of the 
Department in this area. 

10. Congratulated the programme for publication of the Guidelines on Safe Abortion, and 
recommended that these guidelines be disseminated to all regions. 

11. Emphasized the need for WHO to maintain an integrated approach in the various 
components of reproductive health. 

Technical Presentation on “Working to improve adolescent sexual 
and reproductive health (ASRH)” 

12. Congratulated the panellists for their presentations and Welcomed the work of the 
programme on adolescent sexual and reproductive health (ASRH). 

13. Recommended that the programme places emphasis on human rights when conducting 
research and implementing programme for ASRH. 

14. Noted the importance of sexuality education, and recommended research to define 
appropriate approaches for both in and out of school adolescents. 

15. Suggested giving attention to empowering adolescents and educating them on their rights. 

16. Noted that the Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine is increasingly available and 
recommended that HRP focus more on issues of vaccine delivery. 

17. Recommended that HRP conduct more research to identify adolescents with greatest 
needs and how best to engage them. 

Special agenda on commemorating 40 years of HRP 

18. Congratulated the programme on its 40th anniversary, and commended its achievements 
in promoting sexual and reproductive health 

19. emphasizsed the importance of research in sensitive areas which is not undertaken by 
other agencies. 

20. Commended the work on research capacity strengthening in low-resource countries. 
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21. Recommended disseminating achievements and results of research more widely. 

22. Cited the earlier Strategic Partnership Programme (SPP) as an effective approach to 
translating research evidence to policy and practice, and recommended that this approach be 
continued for the systematic adoption of tools, guidelines and other knowledge products. 

23. Agreed to hold PCC(26) on 20-21 June 2013 in Geneva. 


