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The Director-General transmits to the members of the Executive Board 

document WHO/PHA/9, a report on the first session of the Expert Committee on 

Public Health Administration. 

As this was the first meeting of an expert committee 011 public health 

administration to be convened, the report presents in a general way the modern 

trends and some of the major problems in this field. 

The committee was able to cover in this report certain basic considerations 

in public health administration, such as a definition of services^ functions of 

different levels of health administrations and of the needs of professional and 

technical personneprovisions for the participation of the people in health 

work， and the assessment and financing of health services. The last part of this 

report is devoted to summary descriptions of experiments on local health services 

in different countries, which were included in order to stimulate and promote 

development of local health services. 

In discussing the needs of professional and technical personnel^ the 

Comittee made the following statement 

n

It is vital that teaching and practice should not get out of step with 
each other, and we would urge that there should be close and frequent 
consultation between the teaching bodies and the health authorities in 
order to secure effective co-ordination of subject matter and a regular 
adjustment of the supply of personnel to the needs of health services. 
Health administrators should take an active part in teaching." 

The committee also points out in the report that ail essential function of 

health administration is to encourage self-help among the people and to bring the 

services within the limits of local interest• 


